
As you’ve probably guessed, 
we made it home from reporting to 
all of our supporters. Being our first 
year to plan and execute a trip of that 
magnitude there were some things 
to learn, but overall we think it went 
quite well! In ten weeks we drove 
over 4,500 miles, stopped in 4 states, 
visited 8 congregations and met with 
countless families and individuals at 
each stop. We are so fortunate to 
know so many people with a heart for 
hospitality and generosity!

With all this time away from 
Guelph, for ourselves and for the 
Rollins, it has certainly made it more 
challenging to stay on track with our 
goals for the year. One of our young 
adults even asked, “Why do you have 
to go report? Can’t you just send a 
letter or tell them you’re busy and 
it’s not the best time?” My reply was 
something like… “No”.

This is a common question we 
get. My simple answer got a few 
laughs but I went on to explain; 
without relationships with these 
churches and families we would be 
on our own in many ways and likely 
not be here at all. 

The Missionary and the 
Supporter need each other, and it’s 
not just the blessings coming down 
from the supporter but we need 
to seek out ways to serve and be 
a blessing to them as well. Like all 
the other important relationships 
in our life, if we want them to be 
healthy and long lasting we need 
to not take them for granted. So 
we need to come visit, to show our 
faces, to allow people to know us 
and for us to know them. How else 
will we be able to adequately serve 
one another or work out future 
challenges?

In some ways calling it a 
Reporting Trip can give the wrong 
impression of what its all about. Sure, 
answering questions about the work 
going on in Guelph is an aspect of it, 
but if that were the main point then 
my young friend would have been 
right… just send a letter. Maybe next 
time I’ll rename it “Relationship Trip” 
or something (haha!). 

While on the trip many people 
would apologize for asking us so 
many questions about ourselves 
and our work. They figured we were 
tired of saying the same things 
over and over. The truth is quite the 
opposite. In the least narcissistic 
way, it’s exactly what we need - to 
build close relationships with trusted 
brothers and sisters, where they can 
ask us how we really are -  physically, 
mentally, emotionally and spiritually. 
We need people who can hear 
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the hard things about the work without being overly 
alarmed but able to encourage us to keep working. 
Lastly, saying things out loud helps us evaluate and see 
everything from a different perspective. We definitely 
need to step outside of the trees a bit so we can see 
the whole forest again.

In summation, it is definitely challenging to leave 
our home, friends, local church family, and work for 
so long, but honestly I think we and our work would 
suffer without the ability to get away, hear about other 
works going on, and be encouraged by so many. Like 
I mentioned before, we see the relationship between 
missionary and supporter as one that goes both 
ways. We hope in some small way we have been an 
encouragement to those of you we got to see while 
away and we look forward to finding better ways to 
know you and serve you as our relationship grows.

Thank you to everyone who made this a beautiful 
Reporting Trip! 

A day after we returned from Reporting, a youth 
group connected with the Rollins arrived from Texas. 
Johnathan and I tried to hang around and be helpful 
but it was definitely obvious we were running on empty. 
Emotional exhaustion is a funny thing… you don’t feel 
like you should be tired because you haven’t done that 
much… but you are. By the end of the week I was that 
tired kind of weepy at church… over what seemed like 
everything. The gospel *sniff sniff* is just so *sniff sniff* 
beautiful *ugly cry face*! Everything said and every 
song was getting me choked up! If you know us very 
well you know Johnathan is the weepy one usually but 
he was just sort of existing and not much else at that 
point! Haha it was quite a day! 

When the youth group comes to Guelph they are 
mainly practicing evangelism. They travel around the 
area learning about the people and working on starting 
up conversations with a focus on really listening to 
people. On the last Sunday they were with us they 
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Ledbetters on tour! We shot guns, toured farms, ate yummy Mexican food, witnessed a calf born, taught, reported, laughed, ate (too much!) and had a wonderful 
time! And someone loaned us their RV so we could have a home away from home... Christians can be so awesome <3



shared some of their experiences 
and take-aways. As the listeners 
it challenged us all to be that 
kind of person in our life; one that 
genuinely listens to people and 
steps into the dark places of the 
world to help pull someone out. 
In North America we can tend to 
convince ourselves that people 
don’t really care about what we 
have to offer… but it’s eye opening 
to hear how many people engaged 
in a conversation with these 
young people, telling them their 
stories, and for some, the pain and 
loneliness they feel.

For Johnathan and me, God 
has really been tugging on our 

hearts in our reading of scripture, this 
time away from the work, books and 
experiences like this one with the youth 
group. He’s been challenging us to 
get out of our comfort zone and start 
loving more radically as Jesus does.

I’m sure we aren’t alone in this, 
but even though we know that seeking 
our own comfort is not the purpose 
of life, we are certainly becoming 
more uncomfortable with how much 
our lifestyle says that it is. We spend 
so much time and energy protecting 
our stuff, our future, our lives, our 
reputation, our happiness, our feelings 
- all in an effort to stay comfortable. I 
mean what sane person would ask for 
hurt, struggle, pain and to be taken 

advantage of? 

Well Jesus… because He loved. 

Something rolling around in 
my head… Can it even be called 
love if what I do doesn’t look like 
the example given by the One who 
created love, defined love, is love? 
So… if Johnathan and I want to love 
other people and allow them to love 
us, we have to let them in and we 
have to give some things up. Letting 
people in certainly doesn’t make 
sense when the pursuit of my lifestyle 
is comfort. Letting people in makes 
sense when I think about God’s 
purpose to change my heart and in 
so doing, change this world… one 
follower at a time. 
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Random bits of life this summer.... (top left) Johnathan’s mom, Marie, visited! (top middle) Bastion made puppies! (top right) Amarylis had the opportunity to be in a 
friend’s wedding in NC. (bottom left) Singing at Camp Omagh where Johnathan did some counseling and teaching. (bottom right) Camping at Grundy Lake.



It has been helping me to think about it like 
adoption. When you adopt a child into your family you 
treat them with all the privilege that comes with being 
a family member. They get to live there, be fed there, 
know you and see your weaknesses, impose on your 
space and time. Basically everything is shared with 
them. You don’t have a baby and say, “nope!”, “I refuse 
to give up my time, my privacy, my stuff to you!” 

Haha no! Of course not!

You put up with a lot for their benefit, so they can 
be mature and stand on their own one-day. So what 
I’m asking myself is: if God loving me was Him adopting 
me in this way, taking all the risk, working with all my 
immaturity, suffering through all my rejection and my 
causing so much pain - am I willing to go that far for 
some else? Someone that doesn’t “deserve” it?

To be honest, those thoughts terrify me and at the 
same time fill me with excitement of what’s possible! 

This finally leads into what we are eager (and 
terrified) to begin to do with what’s left of the year 
and beyond. We’ve spent a good deal of our time up 
to this point building relationships with most of the 
Christians in Guelph that we know and beginning a 
healthy church group that’s growing in their love for 
one another and others. Now that the group as a 
whole feels like they are in a pretty steady place, as the 
new school-year begins we plan to focus most of our 
time on closer mentorship with a few willing Christians 
and the rest of our time in the community, serving and 
loving and stretching into adopting people into our life.

Just writing these things down feels exciting and 
at the same time heavy… we need your prayers and 
encouragement as we see where God takes us and 
this church in Guelph! 

Thank you for caring. Love you all!
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“Church is not the building” was felt more than ever this summer, ha! The church met in our backyard, under someone’s tree, on a patio, in basements... Lots of 
BBQs, sunshine and fresh air... it was lovely! (Upper Left) Texans came to visit! We had a blast introducing them to the church and showing them around :)


