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Gifted: Helping You Discover Your Unique Place in the Mission of Jesus
Part 1 | The Gifts of the Spirit
Romans 12:4-8; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; Ephesians 4:7, 11-16
1.) WHAT IS A SPIRITUAL GIFT?
A.) Romans 12:6 --- “gifts…according to… grace” (charismata) = gift given as a
sign of benevolent favor

B.) 1 Corinthians 12:1 --- “spiritual gifts” = lit. “spirituals” (pneumatikos) = a gift
or endowment enabled by the Holy Spirit
C.) Ephesians 4:7 --- “grace given according to the measure of Christ’s gift”
(dōreas) = gift or present

2.) GOD HAS GIVEN A GREAT VARIETY OF GIFTS (ROM 12:6, “GIFTS THAT
DIFFER;” 1 COR 12:4-7)
1 Corinthians 12:8-11
1. Wisdom (sophia = capacity for rational thought or discrimination)
2. Knowledge (gnosis = what has been discovered, known, learned)
3. Faith (pistis = a strong assurance)
4. Healing
5. Effecting of miracles (providing a practical means of bringing about a
manifestation of great power)
6. Prophesy (for NT church, forth-telling the will and knowledge of God)
7. Distinguishing of spirits (discernment)
8. Speak with various kinds of tongues (the ability to speak a language with little
background in it)
9. Interpretation of various kinds of tongues (the ability to interpret a language not
one’s own)
Romans 12:6-8
1. Prophesy (for NT church, forth-telling)
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2. Service
3. Teaching (imparting skills or knowledge)
4. Exhortation (paraklēsis = an act of earnestly supporting or encouraging a
response or action)
5. Giving
6. Leadership
7. Showing mercy (eleaō = to show mercy, compassion toward something or
someone)
Ephesians 4:11-16
1. Apostles (someone taught directly by Jesus)
2. Prophets (for NT church, one who prophesies, i.e. forth-telling)
3. Evangelists (proclaimer of the Gospel with special effectiveness)
4. Pastors (leader of a local church)
5. Teachers (especially apt at imparting skills or knowledge)

2.) THE WIDE VARIETY OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE VARIOUS MANIFESTATIONS OF
GOD IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS
• 18 unique gifts among these lists, but these lists are incomplete
• Each gift is a way God manifests (shows) Himself (His character, His power, etc.)
• Don’t think of your Spiritual Gift as much as a function you do but what God
does through you to reveal Himself

3.) IDENTIFYING AND EXERCISING YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS IS NOT SOMETHING
BETWEEN YOU AND GOD ONLY; IT’S BETWEEN YOU, GOD, AND HIS PEOPLE.
• There is a supernatural experience inherent in God working through you, but
God does not give you spiritual gifts for you to have a supernatural experience
• There is a feeling of fulfillment when God works through you using your spiritual
gift, but God does not give you spiritual gifts to make you feel fulfilled
• God gives you spiritual gifts so that you fulfill your larger role (c.f. Romans 12:45; 1 Corinthians 12:7; Ephesians 4:12-13)
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4.) BECAUSE GOD GRANTED US DIFFERENT GIFTS, WE KNOW THAT HIS PURPOSE
FOR THEM IS NOT ONLY FOR OUR PERSONAL BENEFIT BUT RATHER HIS
PURPOSE IS CHURCH-DIRECTED IN THE MISSION OF JESUS, (i.e.) for the benefit of
everyone in the church.
• Illustration: Building a house together. The church is God’s house. God gives to
each disciple a particular tool (spiritual gift). God supplies the materials (readied
hearts in the mission field). If we were building a house but did our own thing
and didn’t work together, the house would not be built. We must work together.
God supplies the materials. God supplies the tools. But the tools are not for us;
they are for His house.
• Behold the benefits for the church (c.f. Ephesians 4:14-16):
o Spiritual Stability (4:14, “no longer…tossed…carried about…[subject to]
trickery…craftiness…scheming”)
o Spiritual Maturation (4:14, “no longer children;” 4:15, “grow up in all
aspects…”)
o Spiritual Purpose (4:16, “proper working of each individual part”)
o Spiritual Fruitfulness (4:16, “the growth of the body”)
o Spiritual Unity in love (4:16, “the building of itself up in love”)

Further Study
1.) Re-read Ephesians 4:14-16 and summarize in your own words the reason why God
gives different gifts to His people.

2.) How would it affect the mission of God through the church if the gifts given to the
church were not used?
3.) What spiritual gifts have you exercised in the past for the benefit of the church in
the mission of Jesus?
4.) Pray and ask the Spirit to guide you as you seek to fulfill your role in building up
His people and propelling the Gospel.
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Part 2 | Three Simple Principles for Determining God’s Gift to Youi
1 Corinthians 12:1-7

(vv3) Spiritual gifts come from the Holy Spirit for the glory of Jesus and the
advancement of the Gospel
(vv7) If you are a follower of Jesus, you are one of the “ones” given an gift. KNOW
YOU ARE GIFTED, now let’s take some practical steps to discover your gift
Spiritual gift assessment tests have their place, but they are not a horoscope. You
don’t take one of those tests and suddenly, “Yep. That’s it!”
It’s important to do some self-discovery first… THREE PRINCIPLES FOR
DETERMINING GOD’S GIFT TO YOU

1.) A SPIRITUAL GIFT GENERATES AN UNUSUAL EFFECTIVENESS IN A
RESPONSIBILITY GIVEN TO ALL BELIEVERS
Spiritual Gifts from 1 Corinthians 12:8-11; Romans 12:6-8; Ephesians 4:11-16
1.
Wisdom (capacity for rational thought or discrimination)
2.
Knowledge (what has been discovered, known, learned)
3.
Faith (a strong assurance, prayer warrior)
4.
Healing
5.
Effecting of miracles (providing a practical means of bringing about a manifestation of
great power)

6.
7.
8.

Prophesy (forth-telling the will and knowledge of God)
Distinguishing of spirits (discernment)
Speak with various kinds of tongues (the ability to speak a language with little

9.

Interpretation of various kinds of tongues (the ability to interpret a language not

10.
11.

background in it)
one’s own)

Service (serving, hospitality)
Teaching (especially apt at imparting skills or knowledge)
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12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Exhortation (an act of earnestly supporting or encouraging a response or action)
Giving
Leadership
Showing mercy (to show compassion)
Apostles (someone taught directly by Jesus)
Evangelists (proclaimer of the Gospel with special effectiveness)
Pastors (leader of a local church)

**No pass for not feeling particularly gifted in an area

2.) WE DISCOVER OUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS AS WE ACTIVELY PURSUE THE GIFT
**God works in and through us by faith (Eph 2:8-9)

**God’s continued work in our life is also a work of grace by faith (Eph 2:10)
**No surprise that God expects us to take steps of faith in obedience to living out our
responsibilities and through those steps of faith God reveals our particular gifting
**You can’t just take an inventory of spiritual gifts and assign yourself one
**The first step of obedience will lead to the next
**You won’t know if God has supernaturally equipped you for a particular
responsibility until you have obeyed God and followed through with that responsibility
**(e.g.) Paul and Barnabas were already evangelizing their neighbors in Antioch
before the church sent them on mission into the nations (Acts 13:1-3)
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3.) A SPIRITUAL GIFT USUALLY REVEALS ITSELF IN THE CONFLUENCE OF
• WHAT WE ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT (AFFINITY),
• WHAT WE ARE GOOD AT (ABILITY),
• AND THE AFFIRMATION OF OTHERS.
Affinity
**Where do you find your passions? What do you get excited about? What would you
refer to do above other equally legitimate opportunities?

Affirmation of Others
**Affirmation of others is the external affirmation of an internal call --- sometimes
through regular everyday acquaintances BUT definitely through the church

**Remember: gifts are not only for your benefit alone. Gifts are primarily for the gift of
others, (i.e.) for building up the body/the church
**So gifts become particularly evident to others who are your brothers and sisters in
Christ
**This is why being part of gospel-centered community in the church is so important –
your cheering section
**Within the church we spur one another on --- we help each other identify/affirm
God’s gift within them

Ability
**In many cases, God takes what we are naturally good at and supercharges it for His
purposes.

**(e.g.) When Paul was Saul, he was already gifted as a writer, leader, and a thinker as
evidenced by him being an apprentice under Gamaliel, one of the foremost Jewish
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leaders in the Sanhedrin in that day (Acts 22:3). When God appointed Paul as an
apostle, God supercharged these natural abilities.
**Of course there are exceptions in order to highlight that gifts come from God, not
ourselves
** And there are cases that you may have a natural ability that you don’t know about
because you haven’t exercised that gift. Illustration: exercising a muscle “you didn’t
know you had”

SPIRITUAL
GIFTING

“affinity” is what you feel passionate about --- passion is things that you instinctively
do with a greater intensity than others, the things you gravitate to do first
“ability” is what you are naturally good at
“affirmation” is when people in your church have testified how God has used you

At the confluence of these is where we often discover our spiritual gift(s)
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Further Study
1.) Look through the list of spiritual gifts. Who do you know who exhibits unusual
effectiveness in some of these gifts? Write their name down beside the gift.

2.) What gifts have you observed in other people, especially within the church? Make
definitive plans to begin affirming what you see in others.

3.) Answer these three questions beside the appropriate circle above:
a.) What are you naturally good at, especially at it relates to spiritual gifts
inventory?
b.) Where are your passions? Are there things that you naturally do with a
greater intensity than others?
c.) What spiritual gifting have others observed and affirmed in your life?
d.) In what ways does this exercise provide additional clarity about your spiritual
gifts?

4.) Pray for God to strengthen your passion for the areas in which He wants you to
serve with the gifts He has given you.

i

Three principles from J.D. Greear and Trevin Wax, Jesus Continued… (Nashville: Lifeway Press, 2015), 66-67.
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Part 3 | Spiritual Gifts Assessment

The Spiritual Gifts Assessment consists of 88 statements for you to respond. The
provider of the assessment recommends responding with a scale of 1-10; however,
that wide of range is sometimes difficult to consistently apply. The assessments works
equally as well by responding to the questions with a number 1 through 5 with:
5—Highly characteristic of me/definitely true for me
4—Most of the time this would describe me/be true for me
3—Frequently characteristic of me/true for me–about 50 percent of the time
2—Occasionally characteristic of me/true for me–about 25 percent of the time
1—Not at all characteristic of me/definitely untrue for me
This test is designed for followers of Jesus. If you have been following Jesus for at
least a few years, use your personal experiences as the basis for your responses. If you
are a new believer, then base your responses on how well each statement describes
you. Answer the questions as quickly as possible using your first inclination.
Don’t over-think this assessment. It was written by human beings, not God, so it is
certainly imperfect. This assessment is just one tool to help you discover your spiritual
gifts. Remember the three principles of discerning your gifting:
1.) A spiritual gift generates an unusual effectiveness in a responsibility given to
all believers
2.) We discover our spiritual gifts as we actively pursue the gift
3.) A spiritual gift usually reveals itself in the confluence of what we are
passionate about (affinity), what we are good at (ability), and the affirmation of
others.
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SPIRITUAL
GIFTING

Now that you completed the survey, thoughtfully answer the following questions:

1.) The gifts I have begun to discover in my life are:
1. ______________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________

2.) After prayer, I am beginning to sense that God wants me to use my spiritual gifts to
serve the church by:

3.) After prayer, I am beginning to sense that God wants me to use my spiritual gifts in
my workplace by:
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Analysis Sheet
Test
Reference & Definitions
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INSTRUCTIONS:

READ THIS VERY CAREFULLY!
line

2
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SPIRITUAL GIFTS TEST // ANALYSIS SHEET
(TEAR THIS SHEET OUT, THEN FOLD ALONG CENTER GRAY LINE)

67
46
47

3

69

4
49
6
73

7

74
Giving

9
76
77

33
34

79
36
37

39

Music

63
64
43
44

66
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BEGIN TEST:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
Page 16 of 31

5

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
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52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
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80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88

8
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ANALYSIS INSTRUCTIONS

SPIRITUAL GIFTS REFERENCE MATERIAL
DEFINITIONS AND BIBLICAL REFERENCES
ADMINISTRATION
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9

APOSTLE

CRAFTSMANSHIP / ARTIST

10
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DISCERNMENT

ENCOURAGEMENT
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11

EVANGELISM / EVANGELIST

EXHORTATION

12
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FAITH

GIVING

have
can
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13

HELPS / SERVICE

HOSPITALITY

14
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INTERCESSION / PRAYER

KNOWLEDGE
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15

LEADERSHIP

MERCY / COMPASSION

16
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MISSIONS

MUSIC
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17

PASTOR / SHEPHERD

PROPHET / PROPHECY

18
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TEACHING / TEACHER

WISDOM
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19

WRITING

20
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