
Introducing the Tokata Youth Center 
Something very exciting is happening.  Beginning in January 2015, Diamond Willow Ministries 

(DWM) will assume ownership and operation of what was the local Boys and Girls Club building (the 

Mel and Elnita Rank Center) located at the main intersection of the primary community on the 

reservation, Fort Thompson.  This wonderful building, only a little over two years old, will be 

renamed the Tokata Youth Center.  “Tokata” is the Dakota word for future, and is very fitting since 

the youth are the future of any community.  The Tokata Youth Center will not be affiliated with the 

Boys and Girls Club, but will be a direct ministry program of DWM. 

 

The decision to take on this ministry came after many months of prayer and seeking counsel and 

guidance.   The decision was then powerfully affirmed when the Tribal Council, the governing body 

of the Tribe, passed unanimously a resolution (which is analogous to a congressional act)  that stated:  

“Whereas:  There is a great need within our community for ongoing, stable programs for the          

healthy physical, emotional, and spiritual development of our communities’ youth and, 

 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved:  That the Crow Creek Sioux Tribal Council assembled in regular     

session this 19th day of August, 2014, do hereby motion to authorize and approve, and are in full 

support of Diamond Willow Ministries assuming ownership of the facility as well as the 

responsibility, management, functions and programs of the facility as a youth center for the people of 

the Crow Creek Sioux Tribe beginning calendar year January 1st, 2015.” 

 

                           OCTOBER  2014 ,  (VOL .  XIII ,  N O .  III)  

PO Box 438    Office:  (605) 245-2685 

Fort Thompson, SD 57339   Website:  www.d-w-m.org 

     E-mail:  info@d-w-m.org 

                                      “Serving one another in love”  — Galatians 5:13 

“TATANKA” MEANS BIG, AS IN BIG HAPPENINGS AT DWM! 

“Renewing Hope, Strengthening Our Future” 
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Tokata Youth Center - Purpose Statement 
“The purpose of the Tokata Youth Center is to assist the  

youth  of  the Crow  Creek  Sioux Tribe  in overcoming 

daily obstacles, so they can become the next generation 

of men and women who lead our community towards a 

better and brighter future.” 

Tokata Youth Center (TYC) Notes  
 Thank you to Ronda Hawk, current Director at the club, for all her hard work and      

dedication in the past and through the transition process. 

 Thank you to the Mel and Elnita Rank family for making the land available that the   

Tokata Youth Center is located on. 

 Thank you to the many that have put in much hard work on the facility over the years, 

particularly those in the Des Moines, IA area and the organization Harvest Initiative. 

 Visit the Tokata Youth Center’s website at www.TokataYouthCenter.org 

 Aaron and Cricket Vaughn  are in Katy, TX where Aaron is completing a residency   

program at Current, A Christian Church.  Upon completion of that program in April, 

they will return and Aaron will work with structuring and implementing  TYC           

programs.    

 On Saturday, June 6th, there will be a special day of celebration at the TYC.  There will 

be a community meal and it will be a  special time of giving thanks.  Please join us! 

DWM will have the opportunity to 

touch the lives of every child in the 

community through the programs 

of the youth center.  The youth 

count on this center as their “safe 

place” as evident by these smiling 

faces at the center on a recent 

evening. 
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Prayer Points                       
 Praise God for the opportunity to bring God’s hope and love through the platform given by the 

Tokata Youth Center 

 Praise God for the progress on the Mato Family Center.  It is on schedule to be completed this 

winter (However, we are still looking for some good finish carpenters’ assistance.) 

 That through all that we do, whether onsite or offsite, whether through an “official” program, or 

through personal contact, that above all Jesus Christ is glorified 

 For vehicle assistance:  We could use volunteer mechanical help in maintaining our vans.  We 

are also in great need of another small car or mini-van.  Since much of our time is spent with 

youth and adults that don’t have vehicles, we travel lots of miles.  For example, on Sunday 

mornings alone we operate a bus and three to four vans! 

 As our opportunities to share Christ have increased, so has staff size and expenses.  Ongoing 

regular financial support and end-of-the year special gifts are greatly needed and much          

appreciated. 

 For the spiritual, emotional and physical well-being of the staff  

 For the community where the spiritual warfare, and the influence of drugs and alcohol can   

combine for truly dark conditions.  In particular there is an increase in the use of Pandora, a 

cheap synthetic drug that is at epidemic levels now, especially among the younger people. 
 

Online Banking BillPay 
We may be located in the “boondocks” out here in Central South Dakota, but we do our best to 

keep up with technology.  Especially in areas that make it easier for you to be a part of the ministry 

here.  By  signing  up for online banking and bill pay with your bank, you can  setup  Diamond 

Willow Ministries as a payee and give either a one time or recurring gift.  Most banks now offer 

bill  pay free of  charge and you stay in  control of  when  and how  much is given.  Contact your 

financial institution for more details or feel free to contact us if you have questions. 

Thank you for your support in meeting needs.  Whether doing crafts with youth, feeding the hungry, or playing 

“nine-square-in-the-air” with the teens, relationships are being built that bring hope and point people to Christ.   
 

Come Visit Us At ICOM 
There is so much happening onsite at DWM, we don’t 

have the opportunity to “get out much”.  However we 

do attend the International Conference on Missions 

(ICOM) annually.  It is such an encouraging time of 

inspirational speakers, workshops and fellowship.  We 

will be there, just look for our tipi and come over and 

visit us.  For more information go to www.theicom.org.  
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Annie Barr Joins the DWM Staff 
Annie comes to DWM all the way from Jamesville, NC.  

She has taken on the role of Program Coordinator.  Annie   

interned with DWM in the summer of 2010.  She is now  

purchasing new warmer  winter clothing and is bracing 

herself for her first Northern Plains winter.  We are so   

excited  to have her  here year-round  and  are confident 

she will weather the cold  just fine. 

 

Annie has also previously served on the DWM  Board of  

Directors and has always had a heart for the people of 

Crow Creek.   In 2011  Annie  graduated from  Mid-

Atlantic  Christian  University  in  Elizabeth  City, NC  

where  she  received a Bachelor’s of Theology with a 

study concentration in Cross-Cultural Missions.   

 

Annie will be working with many aspects of onsite DWM 

programs including Cantemawaste Youth Camps, youth 

and young ladies mentoring, and work group planning 

and coordination. 
 

“Those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles”              

Isaiah 40:31 


