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Our Purpose:   

Knowing, Loving, and 

Serving God and Others 

in Unity 
 
          

                 PASTOR'S MESSAGE 
 

Evangelistic Peach Peeling 

 

Preparations for the 12 August Peach Festival are well underway. 

Dot Wood is organizing the kitchen, and Barbara and John 

Moore are managing the vendors. Many committees are making 
their shopping lists and duty rosters. Knowing neighbors have 

marked their calendars because they look forward to our delicious 
temptations and family-fun atmosphere. It will be a great day! 

As we all work together, funds will be earned by each team for 
their ministry and mission projects. This fact alone is a good 
reason to participate in the work of the Peach Festival. And – 

God’s Spirit works through the peaches to bring people into 

Christ’s abundant life. Over and over again, I have heard stories 
of folks who were invited to peel, chop, jam, or bake, and who 

eventually became disciples with our congregation. Just as Paul 
used his skill as a tentmaker (Acts 18:3) to build up communities 

of believers, we can use the work with the peaches to build up the 
community of faith in Davidsonville. 

Early preachers needed to support themselves as they moved from 
town to town to create Christian communities. Paul’s skills as a 
tentmaker provided him with income for food and shelter and a 

method of ministry. Tent making provided a means to build 

relationships with others. As they cut and stitched, they talked 

about life issues, and Paul shared how Christ was the foundation 
of his life. 

As we peel and chop, or BBQ and grill, we have opportunities to 
build relationships and share our stories of faith. People are 

hungry for a place to belong. In today’s world, we are often 

surrounded by people but lack authentic personal connections. 
We are busy, but we lack meaningful work. Inviting your brother, 

sister, or friend to work along side of you could be just the 
opening they need to belong to a community of faith. 

Volunteering yourself may be the step you need to deepen your 
relationships with the DUMC family and God. Real life and real 
actions of faith happen in and through our work with the peaches. 
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May God’s Spirit work through us, so that others discover a people and place where they can belong and 
participate in meaningful work that builds up our community.  As Paul said in the closing of his address to 

the Ephesians, “And now I commend you to God and to the message of his grace, a message that is able 
to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all who are sanctified. …You know for yourselves 

that I worked with my own hands to support myself and my companions.  In all this I have given you an 
example that by such work we must support the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he 

himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” (Acts 20:33-35) 
 
Blessings, 

Pastor Wendy 
 

Save The Date! 

Back to Church Sunday – 10 September 2017 
We will celebrate the return of our faith family members with one worship service at 10 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall and a Potluck Picnic with activities for people of all ages. More information will be 

shared as the date nears. 

Memorial Fund 
We are thankful for the generosity of family and 

friends that have donated to our Memorial Fund.  
This allows us to obtain things that come up 

during the year that are needed but not in our 
budget.  In the spirit of these gifts and to honor 

our loved ones, we have acquired a few items 
recently to enhance our worship experience here 
at DUMC. 

In order to be more efficient, we have purchased 
a folding machine honoring the memory of Kacia 

Smouse.  This will save from folding all those 
bulletins each week by hand, which has always 

been a very labor-intensive effort. 

To improve the effectiveness of the quality of the 
sound for both music and pastoral messaging, in 

memory of Alice Wood, we have purchased a 
new microphone and a headset to be used for 

worship.     

We have also purchased 30 new hymnals (10 in 

large print).   Sara will be adhering a note in each 

one that will indicate that these are in memory of 

Oscar Grimes.  Pam will place them in the 
Sanctuary.   This will enable us to provide 

enough hymnals for parishioners, family, and 
friends when needed. 

Lastly, we are purchasing additional banners for 
the Fellowship Hall and games for our youth to 
have fun with, as well as to be used at our 

festivals.  These items are in memory of Sharon 
Bence.  It seems appropriate, as Bob’s cross will 

stand alongside these banners. 

We will continue to seek meaningful items to be 

purchased from our Memorial Fund.  A heartfelt 
thank you goes out to the families that have 
agreed to enable us to provide these things for 

our church. 

 

Submitted by Paula Tidwell  

Treasurer 
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July Council Notes 
 

Special Business: 
Financial Investments: The church has funds in a money market account with First National Bank, but 

the interest earned is very low. The Finance Committee examined various investment possibilities and 
recommended that $100,000 be reinvested with the Mid-Atlantic United Methodist Foundation. The key 
advantages are:  

 Socially responsible investment screening 

 Reduced investment management fees 

 Lower transaction cost 

 Increased diversification and 

 Identifiable performance goals 
It was moved by Paula Tidwell, seconded by Debby Wasson, and unanimously accepted that the funds be 

invested in this manner. 

 

Modification to CCDC Distribution 
Quarterly CCDC distributes funds to the church; 60% to the Trustee Special Reserve (TSR), 30% to the 
Building Fund Reserve and 10% to Social Needs and Outreach. If the TSR is $40,000 or above, the funds 

may be distributed elsewhere. Last quarter, DUMC gave $6,700 back to CCDC to build a new 
playground. In anticipation of further distributions not being used for the TSR, we agreed to a new line on 
the Profit & Loss excel spreadsheet named Contingency Fund for these funds. 

 

Budget Modifications for Payroll (Recommendations from SPRC and Finance) 
We agree to offer Sara DeVane, our Church Administrator, the opportunity to work 32 hours a week (up 
from 25 ours) and receive healthcare benefits. Since the increase was with in the allowable range, no vote 
was required. 

As we were hiring our current Youth Pastor Jackie, we set the budget so that we could offer her a raise if 
she preformed well. Jackie has exceeded expectations, and SPRC will be increasing her wage to the 

budgeted amount. 

As a result of the two changes we will see increases in the 2018 budgeted amounts for staff. 

 

Financial Report: 

 While cumulative income is $12,885 under our straight-lined income budgeted, we are $26,135 ahead 

of where we were at this time last year. Membership has increased, and income has increased. 

 It was noted that the cost of lawn care is increasing $20/month or $250 per year. The trustees will 
need to complete a new contract with this vendor. 

 

TOF/Missions – a full report was submitted. Highlights include: 

 Mission work with Partners In Care that so that seniors can continue to live in their homes safely.  

 Missions and TOF is open to all people who feel led to either of these ministries.  

 

Sunshine Committee  

 Volunteers still need to be trained as Sunshine Visitors. 

 

CCDC 

 The fence for the playground is expected mid to late august. Permits for the new playground have 

been submitted in the hopes of a late August installation. 
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Worship 

  Pastor Wendy circulated a broad stroke plan which the team will mold into vital worship for 
DUMC. 

 

Education 

 We need a nursery coordinator. Cade Clurman, who is training to be the education director in the 
future, may take on that role for this year. 

 

Music 

 Theater camp netted $1,500 and was very well done. The campers had fun. Their relatives enjoyed 

their performance. 

 The band Good Measure will play during the Peach Festival. This band grew out of the Chesapeake 

Pickers Band. 
 A new power mixer will be needed for the Green Cathedral. 

 

UMM 

 Although there were fewer golfers, the UMM did well raising funds with their tournament. 

 The cave clean out has been postponed until the fall, but it is looking remarkably tidier. 
 

SPRC 

 There will not be a picnic at the Johnson’s this year. Instead we will celebrate on 10 September at 

Back to Church Sunday.  

 SPRC is planning a Family Day at West River in the Fall 

 Rita passed completed Safe Sanctuary Forms to Steve Tidwell.  
 

Strawberry Festival Lessons 

 More activities are needed for children. Only preschoolers were allowed in the moon bounce.  Rental 
options were considered. 

 Better signage is needed to direct people to/from the parking areas and on the various booths. 
(Missing parking signs may be in the cave) 

 Vendor booth layout may need to be improved 
 

Peach Festival 

 Pastor Wendy agreed that the office would send out an email request for yard games that could be 
used at the Peach Festival 

 Dot is coordinating the kitchen ministry (jam/baking) Jam jars and baskets for peaches are needed. 

 UMM are on target for their part of the festival 

 A parking team is needed. 
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Teaching Help Greatly Needed! 

This Fall I have a big challenge as our church is growing, and I need 

more Sunday School teachers.  We will have nursery for infants through 2 year olds being taken care of by 
two volunteers per week during the first service.  Amanda Sparks, our paid nursery worker, will teach the 

3 year olds through kindergarteners during the first service and cover nursery for infants through 5 year 

olds during the second service with a helper as needed.  We would like to have a monthly rotation of at 

least three people that will teach 1st through 3rd graders during the first service starting after the 

children's sermon.  I will be a rover between the classes. 

 
There will still be Sunday School from 10:15 to 10:55 a.m. for the following: 

 4th and 5th graders – teachers are needed 
 Middle School -      Jackie Weavill 
 High School     -  Don and Sarah Simpson 

 

IF YOU CAN HELP TEACH THE WORD OF CHRIST TO OUR YOUNG PEOPLE, PLEASE 

CONTACT ME, AND IF YOU CAN HELP WITH THE ADULT CLASSES, CONTACT LEE 

MATOUSEK,  OR PRAY THAT WE CAN MEET OUR NEEDS! 
 
Debby's contact info: home phone: 410-798-6901 

 Text:   443-716-5077 
  Email:  mathtutor5@verizon.net 

Lee: Cell:  443-204-5757 

 Email :  leem21@verizon.net 

 

Respectfully, 

Debby Wasson 
 

 

Vacation Bible Camp 
 

 

We had a successful Vacation Bible Camp at 
Holy Family under the new leadership of Amy 

Burgess who did a great job.  She was very 
organized and kept us well informed.  I would 
like to give thanks to those who volunteered to be 

group leaders: Arielle Hall, Beverly King and 
Cindy Wratchford. Also, thanks to Pastor 

Wendy and her creative prayers before our meals 
on Tuesday and Thursday evening.  Lastly, Tim 

and Georgia McArdle did a fantastic job 
creatively telling Bible stories. 
 

Submitted by Debby Wasson 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=sunday+school+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=0A5854735887C5D07FF3BE1C86232F209632A9CE&selectedIndex=7&ccid=zPh28s89&simid=607993930839820828&thid=OIP.Mccf876f2cf3d6d0bd926f1a8a0a5c567o0
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A Dog Days Message from the Lay Leader 
 

The dog days (or dog days of summer) are the 
hot, sultry days of summer. They were 

historically the period following the heliacal 
rising of the star Sirius, which Greek and Roman 
astrology connected with heat, drought, sudden 

thunderstorms, lethargy, fever, mad dogs, and 
bad luck. They are now taken to be the hottest, 

most uncomfortable part of summer in the 
Northern Hemisphere. 

They are definitely here! Hopefully it will get a 
little cooler before the Peach Festival. I am 
usually writing you wearing my Finance or 

Stewardship hat, but I wanted to address you as 
your Lay Leader this time.  

I am proud of our congregation. We just passed 
the one-year mark with our new Pastor, and we 

have seen renewed energy in our church. Pastor 
Wendy has been instrumental in bringing in new 
members as well as getting others to return. 

Growth in any institution is a good thing, 
especially in a church, because it means that 

there is greater opportunity to bring others to 
discipleship. Discipleship should be our main 

objective, and we have heard Pastor Wendy say 
that over and over again. 

Last Sunday Pastor Wendy wore a hard hat as 

she preached on the Deconstructed Church. She 
literally broke the service down into its various 

parts explaining the liturgy and asking us for 
feedback on what was most meaningful in our 

worship. If you missed it, it is on the internet. It 
should be required watching for every member 
and particularly any new members coming into 

our congregation. A great lesson. 

Seeing her in that hat reminded me that there are 

many hats that keep our church going, and each 
of us wears one or more of them on any given 

day. As we grow, there are more hats to be 
handed out, and we must be willing to wear them 
to reach our goals of discipleship.  

In the military, we talk about the tooth to tail 

ratio. That is the number of people behind every 

soldier on the front lines that are required to 
provide that soldier with everything they need to 

fight. In discipleship, we are all on the front lines, 

and as such we have to support each other. We 
do that by putting our God given talents to work 

to do the tasks required to keep things running. 
Any idea how many tasks there are? 

Let’s start small. Where do the coffee and donuts 
come from? Who recruits and assigns ushers? 
Who puts the mats on the benches in the Green 

Cathedral? Raises the flag? Sets up the table on 
the top of the hill? Cleans up after the service? 

Restocks the supplies? Weeds the gardens? See 
that the grass is cut? Small tasks but instrumental 

in our worship and outreach. 

Let’s get a little bigger. Who are on the various 

committees in our church? What do they do? 

What gifts do they bring to those committees? 
Who is on the Church Council?  

These are the Dog Days, but guess what -- we 
need all the hats! In no time, it will be fall. The 

church will go back to a normal schedule. 
Sunday School will start, and who will teach? 
Who plans the classes? Who works in the 

nursery? 

I hope I have given you something to think 

about. God has given each and every one of us 
certain talents and gifts that we are to use in His 

service. I would encourage each of you to think 
about some of the tasks that are required to keep 
our church running and where you fit in the 

scheme of things. Growth means there is more to 
do and more people required to do the things we 

already do. 

I don’t want you to think that I am just looking 

for worker bees. The truth is that working in the 
church is a blessing. When we hear the reports 
from a mission trip, a backpack campaign, a meal 

program in South County or food supplied at a 
shelter, all hats are credited. Every task done 

inside enables us to reach outside. 

Pastor Wendy and the church leadership are 

heavily involved right now with future planning. 
We will be letting you know more specifics on 
what our needs are. Be prepared to grab a hat! 

 
Submitted by Lee Matousek 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Summer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heliacal_rising
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heliacal_rising
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sirius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_astrology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_astrology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_astrology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drought
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thunderstorms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lethargy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fever
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bad_luck
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Hemisphere
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Youth Mission Trip 2017 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Our youth had a very successful mission 

trip to Pittsburgh in June. Twenty five 

students and adults worked in the city for a 

week on three different homes. We did 

everything from replacing a roof, repairing 

a brick house, painting, installing a new 

door, and countless other things. We were 

able to explore the city of Pittsburgh and 

bond as a team as we worshiped together 

each night.  

Our team is so thankful for all of the 

prayers and support we received from our 

DUMC family. Thank you so much for making our 2017 mission trip a possibility!  
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 Welcome New Members 

 
Delores Bowling and Charles Fuller 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
Carolyn Taylor and Elaine Lancaster 

 

Delores Bowling is a life long 

Marylander. Recently widowed, she 
had three children, and many 

grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Delores works part 
time for the West River UMC and 

Camp. She loves to bake in her spare 
time and thanks DUMC for the 

heartfelt welcome. 

Carolyn Taylor retired from a nursing 

career in 2012. She is a widow and has 
two children and two grandchildren.  
Carolyn has lived in Davidsonville 

since 2009 and has attended the 
Women’s Bible Study for the past two 
years. 

Elaine Lancaster was born and raised 
in Baltimore. She retired from a 

nursing career and now enjoys making 
greeting cards and attending classes at 
the Senior Center like yoga, 

photography and history.  Elaine has 
two sons, an adopted daughter born in 

Germany, and eight grandchildren.  
She hopes to learn bell ringing at 

DUMC.  

Charles Fuller 

(bio not available) 
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We have had a very exciting summer so far! The Hall family had the youth 

group over for a picnic and party, complete with water balloons, s’mores 

and sparklers. Some of our students even made it out on the water on a 

Sunday afternoon boat ride. We still have lots of exciting summer events 

planned. See Jackie for more details!  

 

 

 

Upcoming Youth Events: 

We will be taking a break from regular Sunday Evening Youth Group for 

the summer months. But, don’t worry! We will have lots of exciting youth 

activities to finish out the summer. 
 

August:  

Sunday, 6 August: Smoothie Sunday 5:30-7 p.m.  
Saturday, 12 August: Peach Festival 
Monday, 14 August: Milkshake Monday 5:30 – 7 p.m.  
Sunday, 20 August: Tubing at Harpers Ferry $35 per person – 
leaving after first service 
 

September: 

Sunday, 3 September: End of Summer Party 5:30-7p.m.  
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 Your Missions Update 
 

DUMC Missions has been active this past spring 
and early summer.  In the last issue of The 

Lamplighter, there was a photo of DUMC’s crew 

along with a South County Rotarian standing on 
the new deck that we constructed in conjunction 

with Partners In Care. This is a local 
organization that seeks to keep seniors in their 

homes.  One of the ways in which this is done is 
by having volunteers do small home repairs.  The 
current project for DUMC’s small crew is to 

repair a roof and ceiling at a trailer home off 
Sands Road.  Tom Roh, Don Simpson, and I 

have been working to affect repairs to make the 

home watertight. 

 
As construction materials and church outreach 

efforts are costly, Missions’ fundraising arm, The 
Tongues of Fire BBQ Ministry team, has held 
three successful sales.  Profits from sales are split 

three ways:  65% goes to Missions, 10% goes to 
DUMC’s Operating Fund, and 25% stays with 

TOF for worthy endeavors.  An example of the 
latter was funding the $1,000 William 

Scrimgeour Scholarship that was awarded to 

Nick Boogades.  TOF wishes him and all our 
recent graduates the brightest of futures. 
 

If helping to make repairs that keep seniors in 
their own homes is appealing to you, or if you’d 

like to learn about how to serve others by 
preparing and serving real Southern barbeque 

with a Maryland flair, then please contact me. 
 
Let me close with Hebrews 6:10, “God is not 

unjust; he will not forget your work and the love 
you have shown him as you have helped his 

people and continue to help them.” 

 

Blair Smith 
Chair, DUMC Missions 
Pitboss, TOF 

Bbq.pilgrim@verizon.net 
420-798-7236    

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:Bbq.pilgrim@verizon.net
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Strawberry Festival 
 

 
 

Despite some rain, the festival went well, and the 
youth made over $2,300.  A big boost to sales 

was that we made around 100 jars of freezer jam 
for the first time, thanks to Susan Lamar who 
directed us all in making the jam.  We picked 

berries both at the Hopkins Farms and some at 
Bobby Chase's fields this year.  As usual, the 

Hopkins donated all that we picked, and Bobby 
just charged us a $1 a pound.  The weather this 

year made picking challenging, but with a little 
creativity and extra work we got a fair amount of 
berries picked. 

I would like to give special thanks to John and 
Barbara Moore who did a really great job 

overseeing the crafters.  Also, the strawberry 
shortcake table was overseen by Brenda Klein 

(and she had her mom helping, too) as well as 

assistance from Delores Bowling.  They all did 
super jobs, too!  

I can't forget to mention that our new youth 
director is the best strawberry picker ever, and 
she did a fantastic job organizing all the youth. 

As usual, big thanks to Dot Wood for handling 
the bake table and Pam Durbin for spearheading 

the strawberry pies.  Pastor Wendy even found 
time to help with picking berries twice and filled 

quart boxes.  Lastly, a big thank you to all the 
other church folks that pitched in and helped in 
many ways, for without this great group effort, 

the festival would have not been possible.   

Hope to see you all again next May pitching in. 

Thanks, 
 

Debby Wasson 
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Music Report: 

Take My Hand, Precious Lord 
 

 

 

 

This famous gospel hymn is also known as 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand after its opening 

phrase.  It is the only hymn credited to Rev. 
Thomas A. Dorsey in our Methodist hymnal 

although he wrote hundreds of them.  Dorsey 
came to be known as “the father of gospel 

music.” Another hymn he wrote, perhaps equally 
famous, is Peace in the Valley. 

Dorsey wrote this hymn in 1932 after the death 

of his wife, Nettie, and his baby son in childbirth.  
He drew on a 19th century tune called Maitland 
for his inspiration. Maitland is often credited to 

an American composer named George N. Allen.  
We now know that Allen did not create the 

melody but had adapted other lyrics to it which 
was a usual practice in those days.  You can find 

this tune in our hymnal at #424, Must Jesus Bear 
the Cross Alone.  If you ask nicely, I will play 
both hymns for you, and you will be able to hear 

the similarities. 

The universal appeal to Take My Hand, Precious 

Lord has led to it being recorded countless times 

by singers as diverse as Leontyne Price, Elvis 
Presley, Faith Hill and Jimmy Durante.  That’s 

right, Jimmy Durante. 

It was reputed to be Martin Luther King Jr.'s 
favorite song, and he often invited gospel singer 

Mahalia Jackson to sing it at civil rights rallies to 
inspire crowds; at his request, she sang it at his 

funeral in April 1968. King's last words before his 

assassination were a request to play it at a mass 
rally he was due to attend that night. Leontyne 

Price sang it at the funeral of President Lyndon 
Johnson in 1973.   

Precious Lord is included in many lists of the 

greatest songs ever written. 

 

 
 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bob Waddell 

 
 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=zHGq0NsA&id=690505DA5FEE812CFDA212BC71C506A68F8EA8D6&thid=OIP.zHGq0NsAJ7_mPAtqHZL_WQEYEY&q=precious+lord+take+my+hand&simid=608016338220615552&selectedIndex=49
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Social Needs and Outreach 

 

The mission of the Social Needs and Outreach 
Committee is to serve God and others by 

providing assistance to those in need in our 
church and south Anne Arundel County.  Since 

the beginning of 2017, many of our South 
County residents have needed help with BGE 

cut offs and eviction notices. DUMC, along with 

other local churches, has stepped up to help as 
much as we can.  We also send quarterly 

donations to the South County Assistance 
Network to purchase goods for the food pantry 

which is housed at St. James Episcopal Church 
in Lothian. 

DUMC is actively involved with the Breakfast 
Club Ministry which provides breakfast bags for 

children in Patuxent, Lyons Creek, and Rio 
Vista Mobile Home Parks.  Each child is given 

fruit, milk, cereal, juice and a snack item.  
Packers and deliverers from DUMC include 
Jean Smith, Martha Gibbs, Vonda Vales, 

Patricia Cain, Pat Brodsky, Connie Haywood 
and Marie Simpson.  In addition, Marie 

organized a book drive so that each child could 
choose a book to take home. 

 

 

Our latest Red Cross Blood Drive was in June 
with 26 life-saving units collected. Our next 

drive is on 24 October.  Please give if you can! 

On 12 July, our largest senior luncheon yet—62 
folks—enjoyed fellowship, lunch and wonderful 
homemade desserts.  Among the many old 

friends who attended were several from the 
Eastern Shore.  We were well blessed to have 

Pastor Wendy and former pastors, Rev. and 
Mrs. Peck and Revs. John and Bonnie 

Campbell. 

This school year, Social Needs will provide 

backpacks and school supplies for ten children in 
Lothian and Tracey’s Elementary schools.  We 

will also provide the same for two children 
whose family lost everything in a fire in DC.  

Our shopping and packing will be done on 17 
August for delivery to the schools the following 
week.   

 If you would like to provide school supplies or 

make a donation, please call me before 10 
August for suggestions. 

 
 

 
 

Don’t forget the annual DUMC Yard Sale on 
7 October.  Please save your gently used treasures 

for the sale.  More information will come later. 
 

Submitted by Vonda Vales, Chair

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=social+needs+and+outreach&view=detailv2&&id=BF685E4D163AF1CDF4EE6AB30257D4C8663C48B3&selectedIndex=26&ccid=QukJ2BLR&simid=608012824399905837&thid=OIP.M42e909d812d19ab3eb19f57c53070d7ao0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=3BodB/Wb&id=F281831D2B90A97D0A4606CC6AA82FF07B057B24&thid=OIP.3BodB_Wb0mbniAvKneaIlwEsBO&q=Church+Yard+Sale&simid=608038345630090103&selectedIndex=5
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A Letter to the Social Needs Committee 
 

I hope I am the voice of all the seniors who 
attended the Senior Luncheon provided by the 
Social Needs Committee.  Thank you for inviting 

seniors we haven't seen in a long time, as well as 
those we see often.  We sat down at lovely 

decorated tables.  Soon we were served a colorful 
plated lunch of delicious chicken salad, 

delectable marinated green beans, luscious fruited 
jello, and tasty fruit, with a croissant on the side.  
Dessert was a choice of gourmet specialty cakes 

baked by committee members.   
 

When we finished our lunch, we were treated to 

a sing a long of senior songs led by colorful 

Connie Haywood and accompanied by Bob 
Waddell.   
 

Our resident area historian, Tim Hopkins, had a 
real surprise for us.  He has an original letter 

from one of Thomas Davidson's slaves that he 
found in the Maryland Archives. Written at the 

end of her life, she detailed life as a house slave 
on the Davidson plantation and after she was 
freed.  Tim then "walked" us along Davidsonville 

Road from Route 50, describing the plantations 
of the Watkins and Iglehart families and the 

Idlewilde house, then on to the historical 
intersection where our church now sits.  The 
entertainment concluded with games which taxed 

our brains. 
 

We are always helping with social needs outside 
our church, and I am glad that the committee 

recognizes our seniors.  If you are not yet a 
senior, you have this to look forward to when 
you reach our age. 

 
Submitted by Jean Smith 

 

 

 

 
 
Thank you for the prayers and get well cards while I was recuperating from surgery. I was very 
humbled by the prayers and kindness from my church family. God bless y’all! 

Caroline Scruggs 

 

 
I want to express my appreciation to everyone at DUMC for their cards, calls, dinners and 
visitations during my recent illness. The love the congregation expressed to me makes you realize 
what a wonderful church family we are blessed to have here at Davidsonville. 
All of the cards that I received had a special message for me. Don't look back, go forward, you are 
strong. I am now talking and making progress each and every day. I still have a way to go as I'm 
going to AAMC for physical and speech therapy for three months. 
I also have a big thank you to Pastor Wendy and Vonda Vales who followed me and supported me at 
each hospital, as well as when I got home with their inspiration and guidance. 
Again, I want to thank the congregation for your thoughts and prayers and with God's help I will 
continue to strive for a complete recovery. May God bless each and every one of you. 

Mary Wilson 
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United Methodist Women Announce Comfort 

Potluck 
 

The UMW will begin the fall season with a comfort potluck in the church fellowship hall at 4 p.m. on 
Tuesday, 12 September.  All of the women of the church are invited. 
 

What is a comfort potluck?  When we had our June meeting to pack welcome bags for Arden House, we 
had a wonderful speaker, Dr. Kenyatta Jensen.  She told us about some of their guests and how Arden 

House helps them to recover their lives.  We asked her about their needs, and she explained they had 18 
single beds in need of bedding for their changing clientele.  It was Barbara Moore's idea to make our 

potluck a comfort potluck, for who is in more need of a welcoming bed than the women who come to 
Arden House.  We are asking those who attend the potluck to bring a new twin size comforter, or a small 
donation if you wish to do so, along with your dish.  Please don't feel obligated to do this as we just want 

everyone to come.  The UMW will purchase twin sheets and other bedding as our quarterly contribution.  
We are also inviting the Union Memorial ladies.       

 
The UMW is also planning an exciting new project.  It is an alternative Christmas Market featuring items 

from Ten Thousand Villages.  This organization takes products made by artisans in less developed 
countries, buys the items and then markets them in the United States.  They sell an amazing range of 

items from toys, to scarves and placemats, jewelry various types and sizes of baskets, scented soaps, 
stationery sets, and several different olive wood items.  Selling goods from Ten Thousand Villages directly 
helps people with little access to other ways to earn income.  They are willing to donate 10% of their 

proceeds to UMW projects.   
 

We are planning this sale to the public for Saturday, 4 November from 10 – 2 and Sunday, 5 November  
from 1-5 here at the church, so mark your calendars. 

 
Submitted by Jean Smith 
 

  
  

 

 

DUMC's Annual Peach Festival is Saturday, 12 
August from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.  The theme 

ingredient for this festival is, of course, the peach.  
This is the time to pick up our famous peach pies.  

Quantities are limited and are sold on a first 
come, first served basis. The pies are made and 
picked up the day of the festival.  Our festival 

features many items offered by our bakers and 
crafters.  The famous Tongues of Fire BBQ team 

will be selling wonderful food.   
 

All members of our DUMC family are 
encouraged to help out with this event.  We need 
everyone to make this a successful festival. Join 

us for a day of fun and fellowship.

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=peach+festival&view=detailv2&&id=E8D610A5D0D36034E7F1432C3FD2A0C6A0495468&selectedIndex=0&ccid=cT87mYYi&simid=608016792950735548&thid=OIP.M713f3b998622593b928983549bd884d8o0


16 

 

Connie’s Corner  
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
How is it possible that we are already at 

summer’s mid-point?  The Peach Festival is 
just around the corner, and it seems like the 

Strawberry Festival was just last week. Soon 
we’ll be baking apple pies.  Facing the end of 

summer  is a particularly nostalgic time for 
me; a reminder of times gone by, good friends, 
great fun and pleasant memories, of course, 

but also the reminder of so many good byes.  
Good bye to summer, and good bye to all the 

fun times.  Good bye to all those special 
summer friends.  Back to school, back to 

work, back to serious stuff.  The children we 
once stood at the bus stop with are now off on 
different transportation to different venues.  

Where has the time gone?  In the course of 
moving in different directions, we may lose 

friends, and we may gain friends. Friendships 

play an important part in our lives; so we must 
be able to recognize friendshifts.  It’s not easy to 

lose a friend for whatever the reason --even if 
only seasonal.   I have lost friends to death, to 

misunderstanding, to time and to 
circumstance; and each loss bears its own pain 

and its own grieving.   It is the very frailty of 
human nature that requires an acceptance of 
friendshifts. 

But God has given us a friend who will be 
with us always, and what a friend we have in 

Jesus!  Bring on those apple pies. 

Peace and Love,  

Connie             

 
 

DUMC Happenings 
 

       
 

CCDC Graduation                                            Thank you for supporting the Youth Car Wash!      
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 Happy Birthday To You! 

 

August 

 
1   Patricia Cain 
3   Jamie Hopkins 

3   Justin Wood 
5  Hayley Cohen  

5   Austin Fowler 
7   Becky Simpson 

9   Betty Beatty 

11 Rachel Tartaglia 
19 Foster Baur 

15 Jim Fate 
23 James Miller 

25  Arielle Hall 
25  Diane Sprecher 
25  Alden Sweet 

27 Kelly Arslanian 

31  Janet Long 
31  Maynard Wratchford 
  

September 

 
1  Marilyn Fate 
3  Katie Potts 

5   Allison Arslanian 

5   Kristin Varner-Maslar 
6  Leanne Sparks 

7   Greg Scruggs 
8  Pat Brodsky 

8  Brenda Klein 
9   Delma Miller 
11 Kevin Doney 

13  Steve Alexander 

13   Lynda Hall 
16   Lauren King -Fiesler 
17   Dot Wood 

19 Cyndy Doney 
19   Sharon Loss 

20   Amanda Nicole Sparks 

22   Ed Hopkins 

23   Barbara O’Donnell 
25  Mo Hawk 

27 Dewey Jordan 
28 Susan Kidwell 
28 Dani Cousins 

29 Luke Borchelt 
29 Pam Matousek 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Anniversaries 
August 

 
2     Sara and Rev. Dr. Patrick DeVane 

8     Joe and Barbara Emert 

10   Chuck and Tricia Moeslein 
16   Rev. Davis and Esther Peck 
19  Tim and Susan Hopkins 

26  Maynard and Cindy Wratchford 
27  Bill and Delma Miller 

28   Kenneth and Danielle Baird 
 

 

September 

 
2    Damon and Rhonda Ostis 
5    Don and Robin Gibbin 

6    Randy and Marie Simpson 
10  Scott and Beverly Swaim-Staley 
18  Jimmy and Wendy Travis 

 
 

 

 

Pastor Wendy’s sermons are posted to YouTube Channel 

PastorVanVliet 
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Important August Dates 
5 August – UMM Breakfast 

6 August – Youth Smoothie Sunday – 5:30 
– 7 p.m. 

12 August -- Peach Festival -11 a.m. - 2 
p.m. 

14 August – Youth Milkshake Monday – 
5:30 – 7 p.m. 

 20 August – Youth Tubing at Harper’s 
Ferry – leaving after first service 
  

Important September 

Dates 
3 September – Youth End of Summer 
Party – 5:30 – 7 p.m. 

4 September – Office Closed – Labor Day 

9 September – UMM Breakfast 

10 September – Back To Church Sunday – 

one service at 10 a.m. followed by Pot 
Luck picnic 

17 September – Services return to 9 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. 

23 September – Tongues of Fire BBQ Sale 
 

 

 
 

Doris Beales 

Billy Miller         

Gary Poore  
Chuck Sparks 

Chris Tucker      

 

Send your prayer requests to 

prayerchain@dumc.net 
 

 

Davidsonville United Methodist 

Church 
P.O. Box 370  

819 West Central Avenue 

Davidsonville Maryland 21035 

Phone 410-798-5511, Fax  410-798-6251 

 

Pastor: Rev. Wendy van Vliet 

pastorwendy@dumc.net 

Cell: 410-707-5530 

 

Chairman Church Council: Chuck Sparks  

  

Lamplighter Editor:  Caroline Day Scruggs  

caroline@ddminsurance.com 

 

We are on the Web!  http://www.dumc.net 

Like us on Facebook: Davidsonville UMC    

 

The Lamplighter is published in February, 

April, June, August, October and December. 

 

Submission of material for The Lamplighter 

does not guarantee publication and is subject to 

editing. 
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