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Shall we always               

   remember  
 

He is the reason          
  for the season 
 

 

 

 

                    PASTOR'S MESSAGE 
 

The season of Advent is upon us and Black Friday and 
Cyber Monday are behind us. Our sermon series for 
Advent will be based on a book by Mike Slaughter, 
“Christmas is Not your Birthday!” My hope is that it will 
provide us with an alternative to the craziness around us 
and help us not to get trapped in the consumerism of 
Christmas, but instead see the call of God to live 
generously to fulfill God’s mission in the world. The 
themes will be –  
December 2nd – Expect a Miracle 
December 9th – Giving Up on Perfect 
December 16th – Scandalous Love  
December 23rd – Cantata – no sermon  
December 30th – Jesus’ Wish List  
Epiphany – January 6th – By a Different Road 

 
To help us stay on track during the week we will be 
offering Wednesday evening worship services at 7:30 
p.m. on December 5, 12, and 19th. Come and be 
refreshed and re-centered during this Advent season. 

  
I would like to thank Jean and Russ Smith for their 
amazing work on providing us with a great newsletter. 
The format has been well received and we appreciate 
their hard work on it. Jean has decided to step down 
from editing the newsletter starting in January and 
Caroline Scruggs will be the new editor. I know Jean will 
work closely with Caroline so we can continue to have 
such a high quality communication tool in the 
Lamplighter newsletter.  

 
My hope for you and your family is that you have a safe 
and spirit-filled Advent and Christmas!  

 
In Christ, Pastor Lisa 

LAMPLIGHTER 
        DAVIDSONVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
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COUNCIL NOTES ~ 

 
The annual Charge Conference was held on Sunday November 11th at DUMC with the 
Conference Guide Pastor Vickie Starnes presiding.  The Council did not meet in November and 
the next Council meeting is scheduled for Monday December 10th at 7:30pm. 
 
The Charge Conference: 
 

 Ministries presented reviews of the past year and visions for the future. 

 Lay Leaders were elected to serve in the various ministry positions.  Two of the new 
chairs are Rhonda Ostis, Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) and Bob Tomlinson, 
Finance Committee.  A full list of the Lay Leadership positions was in the Charge 
Conference packet and is available from the Lay Leadership Committee.   

 A motion was passed regarding the Endowment Fund. 
 
 
May this season that we celebrate the birth of our Savior and Redeemer Jesus Christ be one of 
peace and joy for you and your family!! 
 
In His Peace, 
Steve Leonard, Council Chair   

                                                                                                                                      
Stewardship Campaign 2012 

Lee Matousek – Lay Leader 

Participating in God’s Future Harvest 

First, let me thank everyone that participated in our stewardship dinners and turned in their pledges. I 

know that this is not easy and requires some real prayerful introspection. For those of you who have not 

turned in a pledge, it’s not too late. I will make sure that pledge forms are still available in the back of the 

church if you need one. As usual the congregation has risen to the challenge and many have stepped up 

their estimates of giving as we all struggle to tithe.  

Thus far we are slightly behind in the total number of pledges received but about $10,000 ahead of last 

year. The amount pledged, $231,633, will support 62% of the proposed budget. I know we operate on 

faith but it would sure be a lot easier if everyone would at least give us a heads up on what to expect to 

relieve the nerves of our Finance Committee! 

I will continue to keep you updated on where we stand with pledges and Finance will provide the monthly 

information on income and expenses. We all look forward to a new year full of ministry opportunities. 

Your support is what makes it possible to participate.  

Scripture tells us that the fields are ripe for harvest. 

John 4:35 

35 
Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the 

fields! They are ripe for harvest. 

The harvest is souls, won for Christ through ministry. 
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Finance Report 

 
Church revenues for the ten months ending October 31, 2012 were $305559 versus our budget of 

$330253 and last year of $309120. Net income reflects a loss of $22980 compared to a loss $23372 for 

the same period last year.   Based upon current trends, the yearend loss should be minimized to 

approximately $14000.  A special Christmas giving appeal will be mailed in early December that 

hopefully, will reduce the deficit even further.  In addition to higher pledged amounts for 2013, other 

operating changes have been implemented to prevent an operating loss for 2013. 

 

With the completion of a successful pledge campaign, our budget for 2013 has been reviewed by 

committee chairpersons, and will be presented the Council on December 10 for approval.  Most expenses 

will remain in line with 2012 except the trustee budget will be reduced by 19% due to the reallocation of 

utility costs with CrossRoads, and the completion of several repairs  that are not intended to be repeated 

in 2013. A thorough examination of all potential revenue has been conducted, and there is a satisfactory 

comfort level that revenues should be sufficient to provide a full balance of revenues and expenditures for 

2013. 

 

CrossRoads Child Development Center continues to operate above expectations set for 2012.  The year-

to-date income for the ten months ending October 31, 2012 amounts to $488373 with a net operating gain 

of $101861.  The increase in operating income is primarily due to reduction in staffing from budgeted and 

last year levels.  The operating budget for 2013 has been completed, approved by the CrossRoads 

committee, and ready for presentation to the Council on December 10, 2012. 

 

Russ Smith, Finance Chair 
 

                                                                                                             
Friends, 

Below is the continuation of the article that began in the June 2012 Lamplighter. As you recall, 

the article deals with the issues surrounding music in the contemporary church. 

When Music Splits Churches 

A Broadcast Presented by E. Lonnie Melashenko 
Writer-Producer: David B. Smith 

Three Questions and Responses 

Is "Strange" Always Wrong? 

Our third and related point is this: It doesn’t always hold true that anything you or I might find to 
be "strange" is necessarily out of place in Christian worship. 
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In John Stott's book, The Contemporary Christian, he writes with a bit of bemusement about 
how his own Anglican Church tried to take the gospel message to some of the countries of 
Africa. He was baffled to find the native clerics perspiring in agony, dressed "to the nines" in the 
full robes and regalia the priests back in England were wearing. Out in the desolate reaches of 
Africa were these tall, stone spires, these cathedrals that looked as if they belonged on the 
Thames River. Stone cathedrals. Scarlet robes. Pipe organs. And all around them, in the 95-
degree heat, was Africa. The simple, pure joy, the elementary faith of good African men and 
women . . . being smothered by the "correct" forms of worship imported from Stratford-upon-
Avon. 

Would the tunes and instrumentations of Africa have sounded strange to Stott? Probably so. On 
the other hand, did the funereal sounds of the pipe organs sound strange to the farmers and the 
goat herders from the little villages? Of course it did. And what both sides had to realize, and 
what we all have to realize, is that if something seems "strange" to us, that doesn't necessarily 
mean that it is universally wrong for everyone. 

Have you ever taken along your little portable radio on a trip to a very foreign country? Maybe in 
your overseas hotel room, eight time zones away, you managed to figure out the voltage 
converter and you plugged in your own radio from back home and tried to scan the dial to see 
what was on there in that distant place? 

The way the world is shrinking, and the way people everywhere can pull the latest hits right off 
the Internet, you might hear the exact same songs they're playing on the radio in your 
hometown. On the other hand, I've done enough traveling around this globe of ours to know that 
there's a lot of music in other countries that sounds just plain other-worldly to this California 
native.  

Music from South America has its own unique rhythm. The hill tribes of Northern Thailand play 
songs on rather interesting instruments with rather interesting scales. Around the world, there 
are radio hits, and cassettes, and CDs, and MP3 recordings of music that, unless you live in that 
culture . . . well, you can hardly make heads or tails out of it. In a word, it is strange to you.  

On the one hand, you might like it because it's strange. You're adventuresome; you try new 
music the way you try new restaurants. But I suppose there are many of the rest of us who get 
back to Los Angeles International Airport, get back to our car, flip on the radio, lean back in the 
seat and say: "Aaaaah. Now that's music!" 

Everything Isn't Appropriate 

Well, friend, what does this have to do with our music discussion? Christian churches 
everywhere are being sliced right down the middle by what they call the "praise-and-worship" 
music wars. Contemporary music is invading the territory of the saints; amplifiers and drums 
and overhead transparencies are replacing pipe organs, choir robes, and hymnals. And while 
some of those who are resisting the tidal wave of change are simply sighing: "I hate that music!" 
there are others who are using the "S" word for it, and the "S" doesn't stand for "synthesizer" or 
"Steven Curtis Chapman." To them, "S" is for sin, and S is for Satanic, and S is for "Someone 
please get those drums out of my church." 

And you know something? I do not make light of that feeling. Here at the Voice of Prophecy, 
we’ve wrestled on our knees for 70 years over what music is acceptable to play here in this 
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cathedral we call Christian radio. We've put some songs on the shelf because we didn't think 
they would please the Lord. In our recent Family Reunion concerts, which are pure joy to 
participate in, there have been endless hours of discussion about this song or that one. Would 
God be honored or not honored by the contemporary track on such-and-such musician's chosen 
solo? The question of "sin" when it comes to Christian music is one every believer needs to 
honestly face up to in his or her own walk with the God who created the gift of music. 

In the Adventist Review, Bill Johnsson has this to say about his study of the so-called worship 
wars: "I learned much: that sincere Christians . . . respond to music in sharply divergent 
manners. That music that sounds strange to my ears may become a vehicle for devotion, 
adoration, and praise to Jesus as Savior and Lord." 

Let me ask myself a question right here: How can I be sure that something "strange" is also 
inappropriate and wrong? Have my views over what is "strange" ever changed? As a Christian, 
are there things that seem perfectly normal and wonderful to me which, to an outsider looking 
in, might seem strange? 

                                                                                   Submitted by Bob Waddell 

                                                                                                                                         

BAGGED LUNCHES AND TOILETRY BAGS FOR THE HOMELESS 

WILL BE DONE ON DECEMBER 23
rd

 AT 9:45 A.M. 

IN THE PARLOR WITH THE YOUTH 

We will be needing brownies for the 400 bagged lunches, but only bring them if you have signed 

up on the clipboard( will pass around in Dec.) or talked to Debby Wasson.  We are asking for 36 

dozen brownies with NO NUTS, AND PLEASE BRING THEM INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED.  

Be sure to only cut one dozen per brownie box mix or even for 2 small box mixes, as we want 

nice large brownies for them.  Any extra brownies the kids can eat when we have finished 

bagging the lunches. 

 

As for the toiletry kits I will only need TRAVEL SIZE shampoo, conditioner, and body lotion 

that you might have gotten at a hotel.  The rest of the items I will be buying and will be asking 

the congregation to put in the offering plate a check made out to DUMC - MYF (memo 

homeless) to reduce expenses or put cash in an envelope marked MYF - Homeless in the offering 

plate by December 23
rd

. 

 

The box that you can put the shampoo, conditioner, and body lotion will be outside the 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

If you have any questions about this project, please call Debby at 410-798-6901 or e-mail me at 

mathtutor5@verizon.net. 

 

Thank you for your help, 

Debby Wasson 
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Endowment Fund 

 
The DUMC Continuing the Vision Endowment Fund received considerable attention during 

recent months.   Upon requests to subsidize the funding for two major projects, namely the 

purchase of a new bus and supplement the funds needed to complete the Sanctuary renovation, 

motions were made at a Council meeting to use $28000 for a new bus, and $17000 for the 

Sanctuary from the fund.    While these motions passed the Council, certain challenges to these 

actions came forth which put the appropriations on hold.  On September 17, a church conference 

was held to qualify the legality of the disbursements from the fund, which after considerable 

discussion the use of the funds passed by more than a majority vote.  However, the clarity of the 

Endowment policy was still in question. 

 

Two open forum meetings were held whereby all church members were invited to come and 

render an opinion regarding the use of Endowment funds.   The results of these meetings were to 

recommend the following changes to the current policy: 

1.  The funds will be segregated in three holding categories –  

a. General multiple purpose use such as capital improvement projects, particular 

missions (local and distant), and purchase of certain capital assets. 

b. Construction of new facilities (Building Fund). 

c. Central Fund to hold pending investments and $500 to be used annually to promote 

gifts to the fund. 

2.  All donations received previously and in the future shall be restricted solely to the 

purpose for which the gift was received.   Donors will be requested to designate any 

preference they have for use of the funds.  

3. Expenditures less than $25000 for a single project may be approved by the Church 

Council.  Requests of $25000 or greater require the approval of a church conference. 

4. The Endowment Committee will focus on ways and means to attract additional gifts to 

the fund.  The $500 fund  (1-c) will be used for mailings and other advertising material to 

reach out to potential donors. 

The policy was rewritten and presented to the Charge/Church Conference on November 10, 

2012, where it passed a motion to be approved without objection.  Anyone interested in receiving 

a copy of the policy may contact the church office. 

                                                                                                               

Russ Smith, Endowment Committee Chair. 

 

 

  

 

 

                                                                                                  

The United Methodist Women invite all of the 

women of the church to join them for a Christmas 

Tea on Monday, December 17th at 7:00 P.M. at 

Lisa Niemann's home. 

 

The new bus will transport ladies from the church 
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Leadership Institute 
 
The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection’s annual Leadership Institute was for equipping, 
inspiring and encouraging pastors and local church leaders with practical ideas and leadership insights. 
Davidsonville United Methodist Church blessed our group by sending six of our church leaders to the 
institute to learn and become equipped with the knowledge to better ourselves for the congregation and 
hope of the church.  
 

Leadership—it’s vital to any church that seeks to serve faithfully in building God’s Kingdom.  
Leadership in a world of constant change requires a steady flow of new ideas built on solid 
principles. In today’s world, leadership is defined by the imperative to innovate, improve, and 
change to fit the times we are in.  

 
 While attending the Church of the Resurrection Leadership Institute, I attended three classes that 
gave me the skills to help better serve the church. We all discuss bringing in new members to grow our 
congregation to stay alive. This is vital to any church but what I did learn was to appreciate the ones who 
have dedicated their lives for many years to this church. Pastor Lisa asked me to speak to the church 
about our trip; as I stood up at the pulpit, I looked around to see all the faces of our wonderful 
congregation -  those who work so hard and volunteer their time. These were the faces that keep the 
church going, from picking up supplies, to keeping the church clean, to visiting our shut-ins, etc. It takes 
all of us to play such a vital part in the daily workings of the church.  We are extremely blessed to have 
such a hardworking and loving congregation.  
 
 Most of you know I teach Middle School Sunday School and it is such a joy for me to teach the 
word of God to this amazing group of kids. I attended a class on how to teach Middle School children in 
today’s time. Things are quite different for the kids than when I was their age. The kids deal with really 
heavy issues that most of us would not have heard of at that age. The children are the future of the 
church. Many of you grew up in this church and are vital to keeping the doors open. These groups of kids 
at Davidsonville United Methodist Church are extremely engaged in the church and eager to serve. They 
love learning more about the bible but, I will say by the time the kids get to middle school our teachers 
have taught them so well that they can teach me a thing or two about the Bible. I believe this comes from 
great leaders who are doing an amazing job at teaching the kids from an early age all the way through 
high school. Our teachers past and present are amazing and when you see them, please take a moment 
to thank them for all they do.  
 
 The last class attended was Finance for Churches. Some of you may know that I help Russ Smith 
with the Treasurer position, as well as being Secretary, and I just thought maybe I could learn something 
Russ didn’t know.  I was mistaken; he has a few years of knowledge on me, so I don’t think this will 
happen soon. This position is vital to a church and Russ Smith works many hours on Finance to make 
sure the future of our church is secure. It is very important we do our part as good stewards to tithe so the 
church will continue to be a safe haven for all of us.  
 
 Throughout the conference we were blessed with a few hours a day of Adam Hamilton preaching. 
He started out 20 years ago in a funeral parlor just renting a room, to 19,000 members today. He spoke of 
the many ways he brought non-believers to Christ by changing with the times to grow. One thing I love 
about DUMC is that we are small, warm and loving but, as we go forward there will be changes made that 
are inevitable in order to grow and we will all remember this is our Lord’s house and we are here to serve 
him.   
 

       Kristy Moseley 
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TOP TEN PREDICTIONS FOR 2013 and                        

                     Beyond: 

  

With all the problems the World is facing, it can 

be unsettling to the mind.  Today, we share with 

you ten predictions that are true! 

 1.  The Bible will still have all the answers. 

 2.  Prayer will still be the most powerful thing 

       on earth.. 

 3.  The Holy Spirit will still move.. 

 4.  God will still honor the praises of His                   

       people. 

 5.  There will still be God-anointed preaching. 

 6.  There will still be singing of praise to God. 

 7.   God will still pour out blessings upon His      

       people. 

 8.  There will still be room at the Cross. 

 9.   Jesus will still love you. 

 10. Jesus will still save the lost when they come        

        to Him. 

  

 Isn't it great To Remember Who Is Really In 

Control, and that; "the Word of 

 the Lord endures forever." ( 1 Peter 1:25 ) 
                     Forwarded by Doris Cummins 

 

 

From Oscar Grimes 

 

1 Corinthians 12:26 "and whether one 

member suffer, all the members suffer with 

it." 

 

Praise to our heavenly Father for inspiring 

so many kind reminders of His love through 

your hospital visits, prayers, transportation, 

cards, calls and delicious gifts from the 

kitchens of certain "home chefs."  We feel 

very blessed by your love and fellowship.   

 

Jean and Oscar 

 

Connie's Corner 

 

Dear Christian Friends, 

I wonder if you were as stricken as I was with a few 

words expressed by Pastor Lisa in a recent sermon. 

Of all the “truisms” I’ve heard over the years, this 

one stopped me in my tracks! The past is the “is-

ness” of the was. It’s your memory that makes 

yesterday a part of today. Without our memories we 

could never learn from our mistakes; we could never 

achieve our full potential; we could never love with 

our whole heart. We are who we are because of who 

we were and what we achieved yesterday, not 

because of who we might be or what we might learn 

tomorrow. We are all works in progress on our 

Christian Faith Journey. Today is the tomorrow we 

worried about yesterday; so let us hold today in our 

hearts, knowing beyond a shadow of doubt that our 

Heavenly Father has blessed us and continues to 

bless us because He IS. 

Not a sermon, just a footnote to “Grace 101”. 

Peace and love, Connie  
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      December                    January 

 
 1  Angie Sprecher               2  Mary Ann Hicks 

 3  Spencer Baird                 3  Emily Cobb 

 3  Nikolas Ostis                  3 Geoffrey Wood 

 7  Tom Roh                        5  Patricia Weems 

11 Christianna                   10 Susan Hopkins 

        Ducharme                  11 Kacia Smouse 

12 Griff Howie                  12 Denise Hicks 

13 Ashley Gross                12 Donald Shankle 

13 Beverly Swaim-           14 Lisa Niemann 

                    Staley            18 Barbara Stecher 

16 Sharon Foster               19 Annie Grow  

17 Betty Schmitt               22 Jack Gould 

21 Sara Carter                   22 Joshua Hirakawa 

21 Randy Simpson            24 Katie Hollamon 

25 Terri Williams              24 Hannah Hollamon 

26 Kelsy Ruane                 24 Vassie Hollamon  

27Geneva Leitch               24 Caroline Webber 

27 Benjamin Roberston    27 Dave Rice 

28 Joanna Salas                28 Harrison Dellinger 

29 Libby Powell               29 Bailey Masters 

31 Douglas Gross             30 Linnea Boogades                  

                                          30 Rhonda Ostis 

                                          30Kerin Webber 

                                          31 Mason Baird 

                              

Lay Leadership 2013 

  
Admin Council Chair -  Steve Leonard 

Council Recording Secretary- Kristy Moseley 

Lay Leader - Lee Matousek 

Reserve Lay Leader - Pam Durbin 

Staff/Parish Chair - Rhonda Ostis  

Finance Chair - Bob Tomlinson 

Chair of Trustees - Don Wilson 

Treasurer - Russ Smith 

Bldg Committee Chair - Herb Wilson 

Missions Team - Blair Smith 

CrossRoads Chair - Barbara Cohen 

Education Team -Jay & Courtney Ducharme 

Evangelism- Pam Durbin 

Social Needs -  Vonda Vales / Pat Cain 

Worship Team - Cindy Borchelt 

Youth Committee - Damon Ostis 

Cemetery Committee - Tim Hopkins 

The True Meaning Of Christmas 

 
Jesus Christ was born this day 

So many years before 

He came a servant to the lost 

Though he was Lord of Lords 

 

We celebrate this joyous time 

Reflecting on His birth 

Not born in a mansion, but a stable 

As if He had no worth 

 

He came so He could identify 

With the human heart of man 

And gave His life as a sacrifice 

Offering a better plan 

 

A plan that reconciles us back 

To our loving Father God 

Bringing hope and redemption from 

Sins ruling, iron rod 

 

For this is the only reason that we 

Should celebrate this day 

To become focused on anything else 

Would take the meaning away 

 

So let’s arise with joy in our hearts 

And share it with everyone 

The meaning of Christmas will always be 

The birth of Jesus – God’s son 
 

© By M.S.Lowndes 
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