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Our Purpose:   

Knowing, Loving, 

and Serving God 

and Others in 

Unity    

                         PASTOR'S MESSAGE 
Editor’s Note:  Pastor Lisa fell on the ice and suffered a concussion.  As 
she recuperates, she was able to send a short message for The 
Lamplighter. 
 

As I am recovering from my fall and subsequent concussion, I 
would like to thank everyone for their prayers and healing 
thoughts.  Today is the first day I have logged on to my 

computer, and so far the room is not spinning.  I will be doing a 
three week sermon series starting14 February on the Three 

Simple Rules – A Wesleyan Way of Living.   
 

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist Movement, had 
three rules that he lived by throughout his life: 

Do no harm, do good, and stay in love with God. 
  
At first glance, the three rules may seem quite simple and 
elementary, but in actual practice, they are quite challenging and 

difficult and may indeed be the hardest thing you have ever tried 
to do.  

The main reference that I will be using for the series is a book by 
Bishop Reuben Job entitled, “Three Simple Rules.” I hope you 

will enjoy this three week series-- the scripture references will be 
as follows:  

 14 February  – Three Simple Rules – “Do No Harm” (Romans 

12:14-19, 13:8-9)  

 21 February – Three Simple Rules – “Do Good” (Mark 3:1-6, 

John 13:34-35 and Ephesians 2:8-10)  

 28 February – Three Simple Rules – “Stay in Love with God” 

(Mark 12:28-31 and John 21:15-17, 19)  

 

In Christ,  
Pastor Lisa 

LAMPLIGHTER 
        DAVIDSONVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
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A Message From Pastor Thomas 

 

One year later, I’m still here. That’s what has been on my mind lately. One year ago, I moved from 
South Carolina and headed to Maryland.  Time does indeed fly by!  I’ve experienced many things 

since moving here, including my first blizzard.  I must admit that while the snow was nice to look at, 
I am even more reminded of the fact that I am a beach boy at heart.   

The holidays have come and gone and as crazy at it seems, it is time to turn towards the season of 
Lent.  People always ask me what I am going to give up during Lent.  My usual response is 
absolutely nothing -- I am not one who gives up anything.  Instead, I usually ask myself what I am  

going to take on for Lent.  For me, that has had more meaning.  

Recently I read an article off the Guidepost’s webpage that fits in exactly with my way of thinking. 

The writer talked about how thinking of God is what Lent is all about.  Instead of giving up things, 
she decided to take on things that allow her to better appreciate the presence of God. What a 

wonderful thing for all of us to do.     

This writer listed five ways of focusing in on God: 

 get outdoors 

 spend time with others 

 pray for little things 

 appreciate the daily tiny little miracles, 

and 

 turn worry into prayer.   

This is what I will be taking on. God is all around us. Sometimes we take the little things for granted 

in our daily lives. Sometimes we forget to notice the wonders that God has provided for us that are 
right in front of us. So in the coming weeks, I will be paying more attention to this.   

The season of Lent is a time of preparation for Easter. Whether you give something up or take 
something on, may we all remember that God is always present among us. Let us also remember 

that God gave us all we need through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Let this be our 
guiding force in the days and weeks ahead. God’s love through Christ is an amazing thing. 

Let us share it with everyone! 

Pastor Thomas 
 

   
  

Missions News 
 

“…a person is justified by what he 
does and not by faith alone.” 

 
The quote from the book of James, Chapter 2, 

verse 24 reminds all of us that the Lord expects 
that we will be His hands on earth to help 

those in need.  If this message speaks to you, 
then plan on attending the next meeting of 

Missions on Tuesday, 23 February from 7 to 8 
p.m. in the Annex.  
 

We will be discussing how this congregation of 
the United Methodist Church can best act as 
the Lord’s hands in 2016.  For more 

information or if you have questions, contact 
me at 410-570-8710 or 

bbq.pilgrim@verizon.net.  
 

Blessings to all, 

Blair Smith 

 

mailto:bbq.pilgrim@verizon.net
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=church+missions&view=detailv2&&id=1D58E63CF321DFD8692D7FC70C34C7AF1B8B60D8&selectedIndex=7&ccid=cjlZbVHX&simid=608042781576923615&thid=OIP.M7239596d51d7c19b0f8288b144f35832o0
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A pastor transformed himself into a homeless 

person and went to the church that he was to 
be introduced as the head pastor at that 

morning. He walked around his soon to be 
church for 30 minutes while it was filling with 
people for service. Only three people said hello 

to him, most looked the other way. He asked 
people for change to buy food because he was 

hungry. No one gave him anything.  
 

He went into the sanctuary to sit down in the 
front of the church and was told by the ushers 
that he would need to get up and go sit in the 

back of the church. He said hello to people as 
they walked in but was greeted with cold stares 

and dirty looks from people looking down on 
him and judging him. 

 
He sat in the back of the church and listened to 
the church announcements for the week. He 

listened as new visitors were welcomed into the 
church that morning but no one acknowledged 

that he was new. He watched people around 
him continue to look his way with stares that 

said you are not welcome here.  

 
Then the elders of the church went to the 

podium to make the announcement. They said 
they were excited to introduce the new pastor 

of the church to the congregation. "We would 
like to introduce you to our new Pastor." The 

congregation stood up and looked around 
clapping with joy and anticipation. The 

homeless man sitting in the back stood up and 
started walking down the aisle.  

 
That's when all the clapping stopped, and the 

church was silent. With all eyes on him, he 
walked up to the altar and reached for the 

microphone. He stood there for a moment and 
then recited so elegantly, a verse from the 
bible: 

 

Then the King will say to those on his right, 

Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 

your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you 

since the creation of the world. For I was hungry 

and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes 

and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked 

after me, I was in prison and you came to visit 

me.  Then the righteous will answer him, Lord, 

when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 

thirsty and give you something to drink? When 
did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or 

needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see 

you sick or in prison and go to visit you?   The 

King will reply, Truly I tell you, whatever you 

did for the least of my brothers and sisters, you 

did for me.  
 

After he recited this, he introduced himself as 
their new pastor and told the congregation 

what he had experienced that morning. Many 
began to cry and bow their heads in shame. 

"Today I see a gathering of people here, but I 
do not see a church of Jesus. The world has 
enough people that look the other way. What 

the world needs is disciples of Jesus that can 
follow his teachings and live as he did. When 

will YOU decide to become disciples?”  
 

He then dismissed service until the following 
Sunday as his sermon had been given. 
 

 
Submitted by: 

Pam Durbin
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A special thank you to the Bence family for our lovely new cross in the Fellowship 

Hall.  It was handmade by the Woodworkers Guild and given in memory of Bob 

Bence by Sharon Bence and her family. 

 
 

In Memoriam 
Leon Long  - 1936 - 2016 

  

Leon Allen Long of Annapolis and Ft. Myers, FL, age 79, 

passed away peacefully on 27 January 2016 in Ft. Myers, 
FL. Leon is survived by his loving wife of 52 years, Janet, 

and children Carl Spahn (Debbie), Cindy Blum, Daniel 
Long (Mary Beth), Donald Long (Diane), and Douglas 
Long, 15 grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. 

 
Born in Roanoke, VA, Leon moved to and grew up in 

Washington, DC and attended Chamberlain High School. 
He was employed as a lithographer at Hennage Creative 

Printers, Saul’s Litho, and Graphic Systems.  A member of 
the Moose Club, Leon also gave countless hours coaching 
football and Little League baseball that impacted many 

young boys in the College Park Boys Club. Leon was an 
active member at DUMC.   
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DUMC Youth 
Sponsored 
Free Pancake Supper  
 
Donations Accepted 

 
 

Wednesday, 10 February 
5:00—6:45 

Fellowship Hall 
Eat In or Carry Out 

 

 

 
Ash Wednesday  
Service to follow at 
7p.m. in the  
Sanctuary  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=ash+wednesday&view=detailv2&&id=81BB0F29EFBDBA51B1F64E14965979E108C47F34&selectedIndex=74&ccid=VabOcDiq&simid=607990322842042761&thid=OIP.M55a6ce7038aab36ac787c7a454370273o0
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Cornerstone Theatre 
 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped bring back Cornerstone Theatre 

in December.  The Gathering: A Modern Christmas Story, 
which was written and directed by our own Leanne Kale Sparks, 

was a huge success. 
 
Special thanks to the youth for their hard work, our Musical 

Director, Jodee Niemann, our guest musicians, and the many 
adults that helped in the play, behind the scenes, and everywhere 

in between.  

 

 

 
 

 

Mark your calendars!  Our next production will be The Importance of 
Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde with performances 22 – 24 April.  Auditions 

will be held on Sunday, 21 February at 4 p.m. 
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Youth Group 
 

The youth were busy over the holiday season.  Besides the play, the youth sang carols to our shut-
ins, helped out with the craft festival at Heritage Harbor, participated in Wreaths Across America at 

Annapolis National Cemetery, and made toiletry kits for the homeless as well as prepared bag 
lunches for the homeless.   
 

 
Wreaths Across America 

 

 

 

 

Sparks Family (loss of 

Chuck’s father) 

Marty Hanbury 

Betty Mobra 

Graham Foley 

Jaquan Ross, Jr. 

Betty Beatty 

Joan Schulz 

Pastor Lisa 

Janet Long and family 

 

Send your prayer requests to 
prayerchain@dumc.net 
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Music Report: Stories Behind the Hymns 

Now Thank We All Our God 
 
In a recent Lamplighter, I covered the origin story 
of the hymn we know as the Doxology.  In the 
Lutheran Church, there is a hymn that is held in 
the same high regard, and that hymn is ‘Now 
Thank We All Our God’ (NTWAOG).  This 
hymn, like many great works, was born in the 
crucible of war around 1636, specifically the Thirty 
Years’ War fought in Europe between 1618 and 
1648. 

There are many passages in Scripture about giving 
thanks, but few hymns dedicated to it (Give 

Thanks for a grateful heart comes to mind).   

Colossians 3:17 “And whatever you do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 

to God the Father through Him.” 

NTWAOG was composed by a Lutheran minister 
named Martin Rinkart (1586-1649) in the German-
speaking city of Eilenberg, Saxony.  Eilenberg is 
an old, walled city, not too far from Leipzig, in the 
east-central part of today’s Germany.  

In the 1630s, Eilenberg was under siege from the 
Swedish army.  Countless refugees streamed into 
the city from the surrounding countryside.  
Famine and sickness soon broke out within the 

confines of the city.  Rinkart and the other pastors 
presided over an increasing number of funerals.  
Soon, the pestilence claimed the lives of Rinkart’s 
wife and all the other pastors.  Martin Rinkart was 
alone to continue God’s work within the walls.  It 

was under these conditions that he composed his 
now famous poem. 

NTWAOG was set to the music of the Leuthen 
Chorale which was penned by another German 
named Johann Cruger.  This now famous melody 
was used by Bach in two of his compositions.  The 
harmonization we hear today was penned by Felix 
Mendelssohn in 1840 when he incorporated the 
music into his Symphony #2.  Our English 
translation is from the 19th century by Catherine 
Winkworth. 

 
Submitted by: 
 
 Bob Waddell 
 

 

 

 

Thank you to 

Bob Waddell 

and the choir 

who presented a  

Christmas 

Cantata. 

 

The 

congregation 

enjoyed the 

beautiful music. 
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Thank you to the Social Needs and Outreach Committee, the United Methodist Women, The 
Women's Sunday school class and the Adult Class for their generous contributions to our five 

Annapolis Christ Child Christmas project recipients.   
 

Special thanks to the ladies who gave up many hours during this busy season to shop and wrap the 
gifts for the five children.   

 
And a special, special thanks to Santa (aka, Lee) for delivering the gifts to Truman Parkway.   
 

May God bless you in this coming year and always, 
 

Pam Matousek 
2015 Coordinator for Christ Child project  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Thank you for the donations 
you made for my Rude 

Ranch Cat Sanctuary 
collection box.  Everyone 

was generous with 
donations of blankets, 

towels, food, laundry 
detergent, etc.  When I 
dropped the items off, the 

staff at Rude Ranch was 
very grateful. 

 
Rude Ranch is a "no kill" cat 

shelter in Harwood.  They 
run on donations and try to 

find homes for the cats they 
shelter there. 
 

From Arielle Hall 
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DUMC News 
 

 
Lovely ladies at the annual UMW Christmas Tea 

 
Congratulations to Bailey Masters who completed all of the requirements to become an Eagle Scout. 
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February 
4     Max Covington 

4     Evelyn Long 
9     Gwen Purcell 

10   Dan Colacicco 
10   Marty Sprecher 

13   Tim Hopkins 
16   Matthew Cobb 
16   Annette Graves 

16   Barbara Whittington 
18   Amanda Marie Klute 

24   Lisa Alexander 
 

 

March 
4   Dave Schwenker 

7    Dalton Fowler 
7    Norma Ingram 

7    Davis Peck 

8    Barbara Emert 
9    Nancy Covington 

9    Cindy Wratchford 
12  Vonda Vales 

13  Chad Moeslein 
15   George Carter 
16   Dorothy Beard 

16   Brenda Weber 
16  Hannah Travis 

16  Sydney Travis 

22   Jenna Alexander 

22   Zachary Alexander 
22   Susan Wood 
29   Christopher Scruggs 

30    Dylan Jordan 
30  Amber Jordan 

 

 
 
 
 

  

Anniversaries 
14  February -   Joe and Lisa Niemann 

Connie’s Corner                 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

 
I once read a Guidepost article that noted, “Asking God for a specific outcome is fine.  God can do 

anything.  But asking God for something specific without the willingness to accept whatever 
happens is not a prayer; it is a demand!”  The key words here are ‘willing to accept’.   How many 
prayers seemingly go unanswered because the person praying doesn’t recognize the answer?  

Paul tells us to ‘Always be joyful and to keep on praying, no matter what happens.’  Paul doesn’t 
suggest that we be happy only when we have something to be happy about, nor does he suggest that 

we only pray when we’re in trouble.  He suggests that we ‘pray without ceasing.’  Prayers can’t be 

answered unless they’re prayed.  

If you need someone to pray with or just someone to be a comforting presence, you are invited to 
call the church office to request the care of a Stephen Minister.  With the support of our Church 
family, we can all broaden our Christianity into a good working relationship with God! 

 
Peace and love,  

 Connie   
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Important February 

Dates 
5 – 7 Youth ROCK Retreat in Ocean City 

6 – UMM Breakfast 8 a.m. 

10 – Youth Sponsored Pancake Supper 5 – 

6:45 p.m. 

10 – Ash Wednesday Service 7 p.m. 

21 – Cornerstone Theatre auditions 4 p.m. 

28 – Youth visit shut-ins 

 

Important March 

Dates 
5 – UMM Breakfast 8 a.m. 

20 – Palm/Passion Sunday Cantata at  
  9:30 a.m. – one combined service 

24 – Maundy Thursday-  meal 6 p.m.; service 
7:30 p.m. 
 

 

 
 

Easter Sunday 

Services 

27 March 
 
6:45 a.m. - Sunrise Worship Service 

9:30 a.m. - Contemporary Blended Worship 
Service 
11:00 a.m. - Traditional Worship Service 

 
 

 

 

Life is short, and we do not 
have much time to gladden 
the hearts of those who 
travel with us. 
So be quick to love and 
make haste to be kind. 
And may the blessing of 
God who loves you be with 
you this day and always. 
 

 
 

Davidsonville United 

Methodist Church 

 
P.O. Box 370 

819 West Central Avenue 

Davidsonville, MD 21035 

Phone 410-798-5511 

Fax  410-798-6251 

 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Lisa Bandel 

Chairman Church Council: 

Chuck Sparks 

      

Editor:  Caroline Day Scruggs  

caroline@ddminsurance.com 
 

We are on the Web!  http://www.dumc.net 

Like us on Facebook: Davidsonville UMC    

    
The Lamplighter is published in February, 

April, June, August, October and December.   

 

Submission of material for the Lamplighter 

does not guarantee publication and is subject to 

editing.   
      

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=religious+easter&view=detailv2&&id=EE9BF68E59BCA9A34E6AD2DA359F2AAD2BC90BF2&selectedIndex=14&ccid=bH6MXJoB&simid=608044705732756686&thid=OIP.M6c7e8c5c9a01267fd7e3ddb9f0a83a40H0
mailto:caroline@ddminsurance.com
http://www.dumc.net/

