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1. Your donations are always appreciated. If you would like to contribute to the ministry, checks may be made out to Isaiah 
55 and mailed to 28182 S Kansas City Road, La Feria, TX. You can also donate online at  www.isaiah55.org/donate.html

2. Each of our staff members are responsible for their own support, therefore you may get involved by contributing to 
these needs as well. If you would like to support a specific staff member, all donation information can be found at 
www.isaiah55.org/staff.htm

3. Sponsor a student. Information for this program can also be found on our website and all money goes directly to the 
needs of the deaf school.

4. Shop at Amazon. Set up an account with Amazon smile and and select “Mision Isaiah 55” to connect to your Amazon 
account. A portion of everything you spend can go to Isaiah 55!

5. Come! We would love to host you as part of one of our work teams. Come on your own and we can fold you into a team, 
or get a group together from your church!

6. Pray. Pray. Pray!

The 2014-2015 school year ended with great success and much 
activity! In June, six of the teachers and staff from the institute 
were able to travel to Mexico City for a yearly conference on 
deaf education. This is the fifth year teachers have been able to 
participate. Also, long time lead teacher Karina Soto has transitioned 

out of the classroom and is taking on a new role as our curriculum developer. Her goal 
is to develop a reproducible curriculum guide that can be utilized for new staff and 
also to help other deaf schools in Mexico as they begin their studies. In addition to 
academic curriculum, an emphasis is being placed on how to integrate the Gospel 
into every aspect of the education process. To that end teachers are now participating 
in a new class focused on defining the gospel and its impact in our schools. Aspects of 
this class will be included in the new curriculum guide. 

The school year finished with our now traditional summer VBS program. This year 
kids learned about the life of Daniel. The response was very positive as each day kids 
listened to Bible teaching, sang and danced, participated in crafts and cooking and 
even learned about God’s marvelous creation in the world of insects. The week ended 
with the preschool graduation of two of our students and a huge pool party! 



Take a look at some of the upcoming projects in the works!
Larry’s Place

We are very excited as we are making progress in our purchase of the home across the street 
from our current offices where we intend to expand our outreach to the Aquiles neighborhood. 
The purchase of this property is completely funded and we are only waiting for all the proper 
legal documentation to come through so we may take possession of this house. There are several 
ideas for the home being prayed over. Our ultimate goal is to see this site as the base for outreach 
and evangelism in Aquiles. 

The Future of After School
Beginning in August our staff will be building on the relationships made through baseball and work 

team activities to launch the I55 Aquiles outreach program. First priority is to decide which of these 
youth are leaders in the community and which ones have the drive to seek out better opportunities. 
Once those relationships are established the program will be tailored to their needs and desires. 

Vocational Training
The Vocational Training Program is becoming its own school! Vocational teachers Azalia and 

Oziel will be expanding the skill program of the deaf school to include deaf adults as well as hear-
ing adolescents from the neighborhood of Aquiles. While still connected with the Institue this 
new school will have its own logo, staff and set of goals. As always, however, the main goal in all 
of these plans is to introduce these children to the hope of life in Christ.

WINTER WORK TEAMS
This winter we were blessed to work with two returning teams. First, the team from 

University of Illinois came in January to once again help with ministry to our local garbage 
collectors. Most of these men and women collect trash from around the city using carts they 
have pieced together and drawn by horse or mule. Many of these carts and the animals are run 
down and greatly in need of care. The team from U of I spent the week welding, hammering, 
and painting in an effort to show the love of God to people who are quite literally the lowest 
of the low. Some members of the team also played with the local children, passed out warm 
cups of coffee and orange slices and distributed Bibles to interested people. The team also 
brought three veterinary students along who were able to do some basic care for the horses. 

Our second team was a group of men from Gulf Shores, Alabama. They spent their week 
doing several construction projects around the office.  In particular they began work on a 
new covered seating area.  This space will provide an added place to rest after our teams 
have worked hard in the hot Mexican sun. A great place, in other words, to enjoy chips and 
guacamole with fresh limeade!

SPRING WORK TEAMS
Our two spring teams were made up of families from Tremont, Illinois and Montgomery 

Alabama and were integral in helping jump start our growing presence with the people of 
Aquiles. During each of their respective weeks these teams participated in horse cart repair 
and daily baseball games with neighborhood kids. The Tremont group also conducted a 
Vacation Bible School.  In addition, the two groups were of great service to our team and our 
facilities. They cleaned out storage rooms, organized class rooms, sewed curtains, painted 
walls and fences and even poured a new sidewalk! Wow! Some of our neighbors were even 
inspired to get in on the home improvement and painted their homes as well. The love of 
Christ, it turns out, is infectious in many ways. 

SUMMER WORK TEAMS
The 2015 summer saw three weeks of short term teams journeying to the Mexican frontier. 

First our mission hosted a brand new team from Two Rivers Presbyterian in Charleston, SC. 
This team spent their week cleaning up Larry’s Place and preparing for the three VBS camps 
in which I55 would be assisting. The crew also put a gorgeous tile roof on the new patio 
seating area.

The following week we welcomed two teams made up of people and churches who have 
participated with the Isaiah 55 ministry for many years. The churches of Christ the King from 
Austin, TX and Lexington and Greenwood Presbyterian from South Carolina are more like 
family with each passing year. One team member shared that she had been coming to I55 
for 11 years, and she is only 16! These three churches ran and organized a summer ESL camp 
at the Panarti School, a school similar to alternative schools found in the U.S. Each afternoon 
team members crafted, played and taught English and Bible. And in the mornings most 
of them were either up to their elbows in concrete or construction paper as they worked 
on several small construction projects around the mission and continued to help with VBS 
preparation.

And last but not least the mission welcomed a third team consisting of people from Texas, 
Kentucky, Georgia and Alabama. Again, this team worked on several construction and clean 
up projects both at the mission offices and at the school. In the afternoons they served in the 
neighborhood of Aquiles to facilitate and organize a VBS summer camp for local kids.  This is 
the second year our mission has put on this neighborhood camp and it is our prayer that it 
will become an anticipated tradition.

As you can see our work teams have been very busy and together accomplished many 
things here in Mexico. It was a blessing to work with each one of them, and we look forward 
to the adventures and friendships ahead during the next season of teams. 

But maybe after a little rest first…

It has always been part of our ministry at Isaiah 55 to 
host a summer internship or summer staff program in 
which college students come to work with and learn from 
the I55 mission. This summer our staff was joined by three 
interns: Abby Johnson, Meg Randall and Jeff Craig. This 
team of three stayed here in Reynosa for the month of June 
assisting in VBS preparation, getting the facilities ready for 
summer teams, and learning more about missionary life.

Our focus for this program, as we continue to grow 
and expand, is to expose young people to cross cultural 
ministries and focus on Christ centered community 
through prayer and Bible study. We are also planning to 
make this internship a cooperative program with local 
Mexican churches. Therefore our three American summer 
staff were joined in their work and study by five Mexican 
youth. Orel, Derek, Myriam, Debbie and Ian have worked 
with the mission during many special projects and on many 
work teams as translators and extra hands. In addition we 
were also able to work alongside Lydia, Susannah and 
Sarah Holliday (local MKs here on the border) and two 
of Jane and Erin’s nephews from the Midwest, Jed and 
Bennett. What a month! This group of young people served 
selflessly each day. They put themselves in challenging 
positions, jumped in to do the work no one else wanted to 
do, and despite their youth displayed maturity, leadership 
and the glory of Christ. It was a privilege to have each of 
them here in Reynosa.

God is continuing to 
grow our I55 family. We 
welcome Ashley Aberle 
to the Rio Grande Valley. 
Ashley will be serving 
part-time with Isaiah 
55 and also working 
in McAllen, Texas as a 
personal care giver to a child with special needs. 
We are all very grateful to have her as part of our 
team and are enthusiastic to see the many ways 
God will use her in the ministry.
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