
 
‘Tis The Season - December 20, 2015 - The First Christmas Scrooge  
 
Introduction 
‘Tis The Season for shopping… ‘Tis The Season to celebrate… ‘Tis The Season for family and friends…The Christmas 
Season has a way of challenging our schedules, our relationships, our money, and so much more. When you stop to 
think about it, the Christmas Holidays can challenge us in all the areas of our lives that matter the most. Imagine 
what could happen if we embraced those challenges this year and looked for the opportunities to bring a positive 
change in them! This week we will discuss the subject of giving. Gifts and giving played an extraordinary part that 
very first Christmas and it still does today. And just like right now, back then there was a Scrooge who tried to steal 
the Christmas Spirit. When we explore the idea of giving and receiving, it gives us an opportunity to evaluate some 
things about our own heart and truly see if we are living in the power of the Christmas Spirit or if we are becoming 
more like the mean old Scrooge.  
  
Discussion Questions 

1. Have you ever watched the movie “A Christmas Carol”? If you had to pick a character out in the movie that 
best describes you around the Holiday’s, who would it be? Please explain why.  

2. Read Matthew 2:1-16. Who is the very first Christmas Scrooge? What do you think was the reason that this 
Scrooge rejected Jesus?  

3. In the message, Jon said that King Herod had a “Poverty Mentality”. Have you ever heard of “Poverty 
Mentality - A way of thinking that perpetuates poverty and loss because the focus is on what one doesn't have 
rather than what one does have”? Based on this definition, would you say that you grew up in environments 
that promoted blessing and favor or a poverty mentality? Please explain your answer.  

4. In the message we were given a three question test to see whether or not we were being plagued with 
“poverty mentality”. Take the test and see how you do… BE HONEST!  

1. When I think about money, do I think about how much I don’t have or do I think about how much I 
can manifest and give? 

2. Do I celebrate what other people have or do I find myself dissatisfied that I don’t have what they 
have?  

3. Do I make decisions based on fear of loss or failure, or do I make them based on faith and 
confidence?  

How did you do?  
5. Have you ever experienced wanting “newer”, “shinier”, “bigger”, or “better” to the point that you felt the only 

way to be happy was to get it? How did this affect your actions and attitudes?  
 
Moving Forward 
None of us want to be Scrooge this season and the only way we can insure that we will not be is by getting honest 
with ourselves. We have to combat this spirit that promotes greed and jealousy by constantly being aware of our 

susceptibility to succumb to them and by setting boundaries through commitments to protect ourselves from them.  
Will you commit to these boundaries this season and for 2016 to protect yourself from becoming Scrooge. 
Ways to combat the Poverty Mentality: 

1. Commit to give 10% plus an offering of everything you make, back to God.  
2. Whenever you feel jealousy creeping up, publicly celebrate whatever and whoever you are tempted to be 

jealous of.  
3. Commit to give more before you have more and then strive towards making more to fulfill your commitment 

to give more.  
 
Changing Your Mind - Commit this to memory 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came                       
to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have                        
come to worship him." - Matthew 2:1-2 (ESV) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-2&version=ESV

