Crossgate Church

Position on Marriage

God, not man, created marriage. Marriage was the first institution designed by God. The Bible
teaches that the covenant of marriage is sacred and lifelong. The Bible makes it clear that
marriage is a legally binding public declaration of commitment and a private consummation
between one man and one woman, never between the same sex. Therefore, God gives a wife
to a husband and a husband to a wife, and they are to receive one another as God’s unique and
personal provision to help meet their mutual needs. God created marriage for the purpose of
couples glorifying God as one flesh, parenting godly children, and enjoying sexual pleasure. As
iron sharpens iron, God uses marriage to sharpen a man and a woman into the image of Jesus
Christ. Just as the Trinity reflects equal worth with differing roles, God created a man and a
woman with equal worth but with differing roles and responsibilities in marriage. Finally, the
marriage commitment must be upheld in our culture as that sacred institution of God in which
men and women can experience the truest sense of spiritual, emotional, and physical intimacy,
so that the two can become one.

(Genesis 2:18-25; Ephesians 5:30-32; 1 Corinthians 7:3; Matthew 19:4-6; Mark 10:6-9, 12:25;
Proverbs 27:17; Romans 1:26-27, 8:29; Hebrews 13:4; Matthew 22:30; Deuteronomy 24:5; Song
of Solomon)



