
8 the future of Jesus 

READ MARK 13:1-13 
 

1. Why would the disciple have thought his comment in verse 1 would 
encourage Jesus? (see Psalm 48:12-14) 
 
 
2. What does Jesus’ reply in verse 2 tell us about what he thinks will be 
the future of the temple? 
 
 
3. What have we recently seen in Mark’s gospel to show us that Jesus is 
on a collision course with the temple (e.g. 2:7, 11:12-19)?  
 
 
READ MARK 13:14-37 
 

Jesus finishes his long answer to the question “when will the temple be thrown 
down?“ by telling the disciples to watch! (13:32-37). The moment they’re 
watching for is most clearly seen when the curtain temple is torn in 15:38. Jesus 
replaces the temple by dying on a cross (the abomination of verse 14); rising 
three days later and ascending to heaven (verse 26). He will then send the 
disciples out with the gospel (verse 27). They are to tell people that sins are now 
forgiven through Jesus! 

 
4. It is often assumed that Jesus is speaking here about far off events yet 
to happen, rather than what is about to happen in his ministry in 
Jerusalem. Discuss the table below as support for the latter approach.  

KICK OFF 

Why do you think people tend 
to look for signs to confirm their 
belief in God?  

read  
1 Corinthians 
1:18-2:5 

 
What else do you learn from 
this passage about the 
significance of Jesus’ death to 
world history?  

INVESTIGATE 

KEY VERSE BIG IDEA 

 

DIG DEEPER 

Mark 13:2 
“Do you see all these great 
buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not 
one stone here will be left on 
another; every one will be 
thrown down.”  

As we look back to Old 
testament prophecy and 
forward to what happens to 
Jesus after he speaks these 
words: Jesus is presenting his 
death and resurrection as the 
biggest event in history - God 
brings salvation through it.  
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MARK 13 MARK 14-16 

2 the temple thrown down 15:38 the temple curtain torn in two 

5 watch out that no-one deceives you 14:38 watch that you don’t fall into tempta-
tion 

12 brother will betray brother to death 14:43 Judas betrays Jesus to death 

14 flee to the mountains 14:50 everyone deserted him and fled 

16 don’t go back to get your cloak 14:51 a young man flees naked – leaving his 
garment behind 

19 a time of unequalled distress 14:34 my soul is overwhelmed with sorrow 

24 the sun will be darkened 15:33 darkness came over the whole land 

32 no-one knows the day or hour 14:41 the hour has come 

35 keep watch! 14:34 keep watch! 

36 and don’t fall asleep 14:37 are you asleep? 

35 evening 14:17 evening 

35 midnight 14:32f midnight 

35  when the rooster crows 14:72 rooster crows 

35 or at dawn… 16:2 dawn 



“The sea ebbs 
and flows, but 

the rock remains 
unmoved”  

 
Robert Murray M’Cheyne 

praise God that Jesus’ death 
and resurrection is the greatest 
event in the history of the 
world, changing the future for 
all who trust in him. 
 
confess that the concerns of 
today cloud our thankfulness 
for what Jesus has done and 
our rejoicing in the future this 
has won for us. 
 
ask God to lift our eyes from 
our present worries that we 
might be transformed by the 
hope that is ours in Jesus. 
 
pray also for the ministry of 
Session as they lead our 
church (see page 12)  
 
 
 

Read the key verse. How would you put into your own words what we 
learn here about Jesus?  
 
Pray together that God would help us to grow in our trust in Jesus. 

for sunday’s bible 
talk and next week’s 
study read… 
 

Mark 2:1-12   

COMING UP 

FAMILY  
DISCUSSION 

If you’re not sure what to do here, see the explanation on page 15. 

Pray together about the encouragement and challenge raised by God’s 
Word through this study.  

PRAYER 

5. What does it mean for us that Jesus’ death has replaced the temple? 
How are our sins forgiven? 
 
 
 
6. Why is this such an important message for Christians (including us!) to 
speak to others? 
 
 
 
7. Just as Jesus turned the tables in the temple upside down, in what way 
has his death turned religion upside down?  
 
 
 
8. How will it help us to live as followers of Jesus if we keep our focus on 
Jesus’ death and resurrection? 

THINK & APPLY 
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PAST PRESENT 
FUTURE 
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READ AHEAD 

 
 


