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Harem Al-Sharif 
(Dome Of The Rock) 

Al-Aqsa Mosque 

Western Wall 



What happens to the Kvitel? 



Rabbi of ‘The Wall’ overseeing removal of prayer notes (kvitel). 

To be buried later on the Mount of Olives. 



Temple Mount Plaza 



Had to wear the skirt! 



- Genesis - - John - 

2:8   -- Now the Lord God had 

planted a garden in the east... 

2:9   -- In the middle of the garden 

were the tree of life… 

2:10  -- A river watering the garden 

flowed from Eden…  

2:15  -- The Lord God took the man 

and put him in the garden… 

18:1    -- On the other side there was a 

garden… 

18:3   -- So Judas came to the garden, 

guiding a detachment of… 

19:41  -- At the place where Jesus was 

crucified, there was a garden, 

 and in the garden a new tomb… 

20:15 -- Thinking He was the gardener… 



The First Adam    The Last Adam 

a natural body 
a living being 
of the earth 
image of the earthly         

a spiritual body 
a life-giving spirit 
of heaven 
image of the heavenly 

1 Corinthians 15:44b-49 



- The Canon - 



Literal Definitions: 
 — a straight rod or bar 
 — a rule or standard for testing straightness 
 — a measuring ruler used by masons and carpenters 
Historical Applications: 
 — doctrines accepted as rules of faith and practice 
 — the writings recognized as being inspired by God 



Precision Measurement Laboratory | NIST 
Establish the ‘canon’ of weights, measures, time, etc. for US. 



How Did The Canon Come About? 





The Bible is composed of a catalogue of sixty-six books 
written by approximately forty writers over a period of 
1500 years and divided into two major sections, the Old 
Testament (the Hebrew Bible) and the New Testament. 



In contrast to the Bible, according to Islamic tradition the Quran 
was verbally revealed to Mohammed by the archangel Gabriel 
over a period of 23 years. In time, some of his followers, acting 
as stenographers, wrote down what had been revealed to him. 



Also, adherents of Eastern religions, such as Hindus and 
Buddhist, have what they would regard as sacred texts; 
but due to their diversity of theology, they do not have a 
similar tradition of developing a canon of scripture. 



Before the time of Jesus the catalogue of writings making 
up the Hebrew Bible had been settled. In fact, in the very 
early years of Christianity the Hebrew Bible was ‘the 
Bible’. Since it was oft quoted by Jesus and later by His 
apostles, it was therefore included in the Christian canon. 
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In the first two centuries 
after Christ there were 

many writings, from diverse 
sources, about Jesus and 
His teachings. Over time 
many of these writings 

began to be regarded as 
inspired while others were 

considered heretical. 



Lists of these writings began to occur towards the end 
of the 1st century and continued through the 3rd century. 
The books of Hebrews, 2 Peter, 2 & 3 John and Jude 
were not in the first lists but were included in later ones. 
By the end of the 4th century the Biblical canon was 
considered to be closed, i.e., nothing more to be added. 



Criteria For Inclusion Into The NT Canon: 
 —  written by an apostle or close associate (Luke) 

 —  acknowledged by Christ as being scripture (OT) 

 —  message is consistent with other canonical writings 

 —  a 1st century writing (avoids legendary corruption) 

 —  accepted and used by the major church communities 



As Christianity grew and began to take on an identity 
separate from Judaism, councils were convened to 
try and clarify the essential tenants of the faith, i.e., 
to separate orthodoxy from heresy. To this end they 
produced creeds, e.g., the Nicene Creed, that helped 
state these essentials of faith. They also formalized 
the list of writings that make up the New Testament. 



One example that expedited the need to more clearly define 

the ‘faith’ had to do with the teachings of an early church 

leader named Marcion. He believed the god of the OT was a 

lesser god to that of Jesus. Therefore, he rejected all of the 

OT and most of the NT books; and those he accepted were 

done so only after he made his own modifications to them. 





So, what about the Apocrypha: 
 —  means ‘hidden things’ or ‘things hidden away’ 
 —  written during period between Malachi and NT 
 —  not accepted by Jews into their canon of the OT 
 —  no quotes found in NT from any of these books 
 —  status as ‘canonical’ varied with time and place 
 —  accepted as useful but not for doctrinal purposes 
 —  considered beyond what most laity could understand 



And what about inspiration? 



All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may 
be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
          2 Timothy 3:16-17 



Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the 
mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the descendants 
of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel…” Exodus 19:3 



The Tabernacle, A Pattern For Inspiration? 
 

The last sixteen chapters of the book of Exodus deal with the 
construction of the tabernacle, its dimensions, its furnishings, the 
materials to be used, etc., as well as the garments to be worn by 
the priests who would serve in the tabernacle. On Mt. Sinai Moses 
received a ‘pattern’ for all this and was warned of God that he 
should follow it exactly. Yet Moses himself was not the builder. 



“See that you make them 
according to the pattern 

shown you on the mountain.” 



“Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like 
the pattern (likeness) I will show you.”       Exodus 25:9  



This is how the lamp stand was made: It was made 
of hammered gold—from its base to its blossoms. 
The lamp stand was made exactly like the pattern 
the Lord had shown Moses.       Numbers 8:4  



God identified two individuals, Bezael and Oholiab 
who had not only the skills needed to construct the 
tabernacle and its furnishings but also had the 
ability to teach others what they needed to know to 
assist. Moses then had to communicate the pattern 
shown him on the mountain so that others could 
then construct an accurate likeness. 



“Our ancestors had the tabernacle of the covenant law with 
them in the wilderness. It had been made as God directed 
Moses, according to the pattern he had seen.”      Acts 7:44 



They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow 
of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned 
when he was about to build the tabernacle: “See to it 
that you make everything according to the pattern 
shown you on the mountain.”           Hebrews 8:5 



Jebel Musa, Mt Sinai 



The Wedding Ring Of Sinai? 
Sabbath – Spending time with God! 



- The Canon - 






