
“Biblical Prophecy – It’s Purpose and Perils” 



War Death Plague Famine 



Glenn Ford in the ‘62 movie “Four Horsemen Of The Apocalypse 





Prophétés (prof-ay'-tace) – From pró, "beforehand" and phemí, 
"elevating/asserting one idea over another, especially through 
the spoken-word“. A prophet (propheteia) therefore, under the 
inspiration of God, declares the mind (message) of God, which 
sometimes predicts the future (foretelling) but more commonly, 
speaks forth (forthtelling) His message for a particular situation. 

The Purpose 



The prophet Elijah only spoke to the present. 



Whereas Daniel’s prophecies were almost entirely futuristic. 



And Moses was a foreshadowing of Christ 



I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among 
their fellow Israelites, and I will put my words in his 
mouth. He will tell them everything I command him. 

Deuteronomy 18:18 



Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his 
disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings.  



“Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I tell you, not one 
stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.” 

Matthew 24:1-2 



In 70 AD the Romans sacked Jerusalem and destroyed the Temple 







Remnants of the Temple’s southwestern wall  



A voice to be heeded, but is he a prophet? 



Genres Of Bible Prophecy 
 

Messianic – The Advents Of Jesus 

Kingdom  – Reign Of God On Earth 

Historical – Present And Future Events 

Personal   – Your Encounters With God’s Word 



About 15 miles east of Jerusalem, near 
the northern shore of the Dead Sea, 

there is an ancient site called Qumran. 

It is thought that a religious sect named in the Bible—the Essenes, 
occupied this site during the period between 200 BC- 100 AD. 



Ruins of the settlement at Qumran 



Above Qumran are high and extremely rugged bluffs—as 
is the case with most of the western side of the Dead Sea 



In the bluffs and cliffs around Qumran are networks of caves  



In 1947 two Bedouin shepherds discovered some ancient 
scrolls while looking for stray sheep among the caves 



The scrolls were in various states of decay, many as fragments, 
requiring countless hours to piece together the many puzzles… 



…which became known as the Dead Sea Scrolls 



Even after 70  years of exploring the cave 
networks, new areas are found for excavation  



Extracting artifacts is a very labor intensive undertaking 



The “Shrine Of The Book” is a museum in Jerusalem 
built to house many of the finds from Qumran  



The most significant find was an intact scroll of the book of Isaiah 



Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall 
I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here I am, 

send me!” He said, “Go and tell this people: …” 
Isaiah 6:8-9a 



Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, “Ask the Lord your God 
for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the 

highest heights.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put 
the Lord to the test.” Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house 

of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of humans? 
Will you try the patience of my God also? 



Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” 

Isaiah 7:10-14 



All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and 

they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 

Matthew 1:23 



Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who 
were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun 

and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee 
of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan 



Isaiah 9:1-2 

—The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on 
those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.                                 



Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by 
the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali—to fulfill what was said 
through the prophet Isaiah: “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 
the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 



the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those 
living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” 

Matthew 4:13-16 



A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for 
the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made 
low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a 
plain. And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people 

will see it together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

Isaiah 40:3-5 



He [John The Baptist] went into all the country around the 
Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins. As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the 
prophet: “A voice of one calling in the wilderness, … 



‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. 
Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made 
low. The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough 
ways smooth. And all people will see God’s salvation.’” 

Mark 3:1-3 



The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord 
has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom 

for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of 
vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 

Isaiah 61:1-2 



He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the 
Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He 

stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed 
to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 



“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 

freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to 
set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 



Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant 
and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were 
fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”             Luke 4:16-21 



All the people in the synagogue were 
furious when they heard this. They got up, 
drove him out of the town, and took him to 
the brow of the hill on which the town was 
built, in order to throw him off the cliff. But 
he walked right through the crowd and 
went on his way.                    Luke 4:28-30 



But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
    he was bruised for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 
    and by his stripes we are healed. 

Isaiah 53:5 



But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
    he was bruised for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 
    and by his stripes we are healed. 

Isaiah 53:5 



Impatience! God is much more imaginative than we give Him 
credit for and it’s easy get too far out over the skis trying to 
anticipate what God has in mind. As we have seen from these 
few examples that forecasting ahead of time how they would 
be fulfilled was near impossible. In fact, in some cases it was 
necessary for God to say when a prophecy had been fulfilled 

—when it wasn’t even thought to be one! 

The Perils 
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