


“First: A Brief History Of History” 
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Surrounding the promised land 
were a cluster of other peoples 
that arose at various times and 
attempted to control the trade 

routes that cut through the land.   



~1400 BC, the Israelites leave Egypt and head for a land promised 
them by God through their ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
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After displacing the indigenous 
peoples—for reasons enumerated 
in Leviticus 18 & 20—the land was 
subdivided/allotted to the 12 tribes 

of Israel per God’s instructions. 
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For ~400 years the Israelites were 
led by a series of Judges chosen 
by God, who seemed to move the 
Israelites towards becoming like 

the people they had displaced. The 
final step being their demand that 

they be ruled over by a king—
instead of God. 
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Acquiescing to their demand, God 
raised up a series of three kings; 

Saul, David and Solomon, who ruled 
a united kingdom. The kingdom of 

Israel reached its greatest degree 
of influence on the region during 

the reign of Solomon.   
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After the death of Solomon in 
930 BC, the 12 tribes of Israel 
divided into two kingdoms. The 

Southern Kingdom, Judah, 
was made up primarily of the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin. 
The Northern Kingdom, Israel 
or Samaria, consisted of the 
other 10 tribes. The Levites 
were compelled to choose 
according to conscience. 
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In ca. 730 BC, Assyrian kings began invading the Northern 
Kingdom and resettling many Jews into other parts of the 

Assyrian Empire; re-colonizing the land with people from outside. 



In 722 BC, the Assyrians captured the capital city of 
Samaria thus bring an end to the Northern Kingdom 

Jehu, king of Israel, bowing before the Assyrian king 
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In ca. 570 BC, the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar invaded 
the Southern Kingdom (Judah), exiling many Jews to Babylon. 

But unlike Jews of the Northern Kingdom, after a period of 
~70 years, these Jews were given the opportunity to return 



Jews of the Southern Kingdom being led captive to Babylon. The 
Babylonians destroyed the First Temple (Solomon’s) in 586 BC. 
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Beginning in 140 BC the Jews began an ~ 80 year period of quasi-
independence, but in 63 BC the land of Judea-Samaria was invaded 

by the Romans. This began ~100 years of strife and civil unrest.  



In 66 AD, Jews began a rebellion against 
the Romans. In 70 AD the Romans 

destroyed Jerusalem, including the 
Second Temple (Herod’s), beginning 
what became a 1900 year diaspora. 



The Arch of Titus in Rome commemorates his victory over the Jews 



A relief sculpture inside the archway depicting Roman 
soldiers carrying away articles from the Second Temple 



“Finding The Book Of The Law” 



During the period between the start of a divided kingdom 
and the destruction of the First Temple, most of the Bible’s 
OT prophetic books were written. Only the minor prophet 

books of Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi came after this time. 
Through the prophets God continually warned the Israelites 
of their constant disobedience, becoming just like the people 

whose land they had ‘inherited’, and according to 
2 Kings 23:25b, were not loving God! 

How’s that you ask? Let’s see. 



Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, 
“I have found the Book of the Law in the temple of the 
Lord.” He gave it to Shaphan, who read it.   2 Kings 22:9 



Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, “Hilkiah the 
priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read from it in 

the presence of the king. When the king heard the words of 
the Book of the Law, he tore his robes.          2 Kings 22:10-11 



Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and 
Jerusalem. He went up to the temple of the Lord with the people 
of Judah, …all the people from the least to the greatest. He read 

in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, … 



The king stood by the pillar and renewed the covenant in the 
presence of the Lord—to follow the Lord and keep his commands, 
statutes and decrees with all his heart and all his soul, ... Then all 
the people pledged themselves to the covenant.     2 Kings  23:1-3 



Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him who 
turned to the Lord as he did—with all his heart and with all his soul 

and with all his strength, …       2 Kings 23:25 





In Mark 12:28, Jesus was asked: 
“Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 

He responds by quoting Deuteronomy 6:4-5 & Leviticus 19:18b. 



Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength. 

And love your neighbor as yourself. 



These words from Deuteronomy are the preamble to a 
longer passage known as ‘The Shema’ or ‘The Hearing’. 



The entire Shema is compiled from: 
Deut. 6:4-9, 11:13-21 and Num. 15:37-41. It is regarded 
by Jews as a declaration of faith—much like what 

we think of today as the Apostle’s  Creed. 



From the passage in Mark it appears that Jesus added the 
words from Leviticus—which are not part of the Shema. 



In Luke 10:25 Jesus is asked this question again by a lawyer. But, in 
this instance Jesus pivots and asks the lawyer how he ‘reads’ it. 



The lawyer also quotes the same words from both 
Deuteronomy & Leviticus. This would imply that by Jesus’ time 
these words had become an accepted summary of the Law. 



But the lawyer, looking to justify himself, asks: 
“And who is my neighbor?” 











Tie them as symbols on 
your hands and bind them 

on your foreheads. 

Write them on the 
doorframes of your 

houses and on your gates.  

…You will have 
these tassels to 

look at and... 

…remember all 
the commands of 

the Lord… 



Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; 
he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of 
love to a thousand generations of those who 

love him and keep his commandments.  Deut. 7:9 



Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. 
My Father will love them… Anyone who does not love me will 

not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my 
own; they belong to the Father who sent me.  John 14:23-24 







But, in the Hebrew text 
A·ha·vah is rendered as 

V’ah·hav·tah, which modifies 
‘love’ to be understood as 

‘you shall love’ 
---- 

This elevates the meaning to 
that of a ‘mitz·vah’—a 

stipulation equivalent to a 
contractual requirement 



Hear, O Israel! 
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and 
with all your soul and 
with all your strength. 

And you shall love 
your neighbor as yourself. 





The ‘great commandment’ seems to beg two 
kinds of questions about love. One was asked 
as a ‘gotcha’ question; “Who is my neighbor?”. 
Jesus’ answer, by responding with the parable 

of the good Samaritan, appears to be: 
anyone who is in need. 



The other question, “What does it mean to love God?”, 
rarely, if ever, gets asked. An implicit answer might be: 

“Loving God is all about loving your neighbor? 
But, is that the extent of what it means to love God? 

Although Jesus seems to give both parts of the great 
commandment co-equal status, does that necessarily 

imply they are fulfilled in like manner? 



Or, is it possible that an action or attitude, 
intended to fulfill God’s command to “love 

your neighbor as your self”, be at the same 
time contrary to His command to 

“love the Lord your God...”? 



She·ma,  Yis·ra·el ! 
Ado·nai  Elo·hey·nu, Ado·nai  e·chad. 

V’ah·hav·tah  et  Ado·nai  Elo·hey·cha, 
B’chol  l’vav·cha, 

U·veh·chol  naf·she·cha, 
U·veh·chol  me·o·de·cha. 

V’ah·hav·tah  l’re·a·cha  co·mo·cha. 



V’AH·HAV·TAH 
YOU SHALL LOVE 


