Sunday – June 25, 2017
Preparation
Tomorrow we pick back up in Psalm, beginning in chapter 54. As we continue
through Daily in the word, and for Preparation purposes, check out Proverbs 3:57, “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be
not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.” Very much a
popular verse, to say the least, however, there is not a simpler truth recorded in
the Bible that we must take heed to. “Trust in the LORD”! That being said, as we
prepare for the week, there is an underlying theme throughout the books of Job,
Psalms, and Proverbs, which is that of “trust in the Lord”. As we came to the end
of Job, ultimately we found that the entire book pointed to this theme of trusting
God, for in Job’s case, he really had no other option. As we come into the book of
Psalms, the word “trust” shows up 50 times throughout the 150 chapters, with it
being implied many more times than that. Of course, we just read Proverbs 3-57, which transcends the 31 chapters of which that book consists. Without doubt,
it’s as if God really wants us to learn this principle. Check out the following verses
that we’ll read through in the days ahead:
Psalm 55:23 “But thou, O God, shalt bring them down into the pit of destruction:
bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half their days; but I will trust in thee.”
Psalm 56:3-4, 11 “What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee. In God I will praise
his word, in God I have put my trust; I will not fear what flesh can do unto me. In
God have I put my trust: I will not be afraid what man can do unto me.”
Psalm 61:4 “I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever: I will trust in the covert of thy
wings. Selah.”
Psalm 62:8 “Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him:
God is a refuge for us. Selah.”
Psalm 64:10 “The righteous shall be glad in the LORD, and shall trust in him;
and all the upright in heart shall glory.”
Psalm 71:1, 5 “In thee, O LORD, do I put my trust: let me never be put to
confusion. For thou art my hope, O Lord GOD: thou art my trust from my youth.”
Psalm 73:28 “But it is good for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust in the
Lord GOD, that I may declare all thy works.”

Psalm 91:2, 4 “I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God;
in him will I trust. He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt
thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.”
Psalm 115:9-11 “O Israel, trust thou in the LORD: he is their help and their
shield. O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD: he is their help and their shield. Ye
that fear the LORD, trust in the LORD: he is their help and their shield.”
Psalm 118:8-9 “It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man. It
is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in princes.”
Psalm 119:42 “So shall I have wherewith to answer him that reproacheth me: for
I trust in thy word.”
Psalm 125:1 “They that trust in the LORD shall be as mount Zion, which cannot
be removed, but abideth for ever.”
Psalm 141:8 “But mine eyes are unto thee, O GOD the Lord: in thee is my trust;
leave not my soul destitute.”
Psalm 143:8 “Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in thee do
I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto
thee.”
Psalm 144:2 “My goodness, and my fortress; my high tower, and my deliverer;
my shield, and he in whom I trust; who subdueth my people under me.”
If we can’t find encouragement, may we find conviction through these passages
above. As the old songwriter penned, “When we walk with the Lord in the light of
his word, what a glory he sheds on our way! While we do his good will, he abides
with us still, and with all who will trust and obey. Trust and obey, for there's no
other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.”

Monday – June 26, 2017
TODAY’S READING: Psalm 54-63
OVERVIEW:
A prayer of protection; a cry against deceitful friends; the psalmist’s trust in
God; David’s prayer for deliverance from his enemies; David’s confidence in
God’s promises.
HIGHLIGHTS & INSIGHTS:
The goal for yesterday’s Highlights & Insights was to acquaint us with how God
uses His word in the Psalms, more than highlighting the things He actually said.
Because the psalms in today’s reading are easily understood, we will again use
this space to help you to “learn how to fish” in the psalms, rather than simply
“handing you a fish,” borrowing from the insight of Bruce Wilkinson:
Just as the nation of Israel was divided into many different tribes, so the Psalms
can be divided into many different types. As you continue your journey through
this book, you’ll find it helpful to be able to classify each psalm you read. A
majority of the psalms fall into one of three categories:
1. Lament Psalms are petitions addressed directly to God by the individual or
community in the context of distress. They usually include a description of
the problems, a confession of trust, and a vow of praise to God, uttered
with the confidence that God can and will deliver His people (examples:
Psalms 3-7, 22, 42)
2. Thank Psalms, offered publicly by one or more worshippers, acknowledge
God’s faithful actions on behalf of His people in the past, or express
confidence in His promise to act in the future (examples: Psalms 18, 27,
62)
3. Praise Psalms are hymns based on the word praise or hallelujah. They are
joyful expressions of adoration for God’s greatness, acknowledging Him
as Creator, Sustainer, and Lover of His people (examples: Psalms 113,
117, 146-150)
In addition, you will encounter:
4. Royal Psalms are hymns describing the King, both earthly and heavenly,
reigning over His kingdom (examples: Psalms 2, 95-96)

5. Woe Psalms are poems expressing the psalmist’s righteous indignation
at God’s enemies, and calling for God’s swift retribution (examples:
Psalms 49, 109, 137)
6. Acrostic Psalms are highly stylized poems in which each new section,
verse, or line begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet
(examples: Psalms 9-10, 25, 35, 119)
7. Pilgrim Psalms are songs sung by worshippers on the way up to Jerusalem
for the yearly feast (examples: Psalms 120-134)
8. Messianic Psalms are prophetic songs describing the coming Messiah as
King (Psalms 2, 24, 100)
9. Servant (Psalms 22-23, 40, 60)
10.

and the Son of God (Psalm 118)

In today’s psalms, do note that a good portion of them record the expression of
David’s heart and his confidence in God during some of his most difficult days:
While being pursued (Psalms 54, 57, 59); having been betrayed (Psalm 55); and
while he was brokenhearted (Psalm 56). Psalms 54, 60, 61 and 63 are psalms of
lament (watch for the use of the phrase, “O, God”).
CHRIST IS REVEALED:
•

•

•

As the one BETRAYED BY HIS “FRIEND”– Psalm 55:12 (Matthew 26:4750)
As the one WHO SAVES THOSE WHO WILL CALL UPON HIM – Psalm
55:16- 17 (Romans 10:13)
As the ROCK – Psalms 61:2; 62:2, 6-7 (1 Corinthians 10:4)

Tuesday – June 27, 2017
TODAY’S READING: PSALM 64-70
OVERVIEW:
David’s prayer of deliverance from his enemies; David’s confidence in God’s
promises; David’s exhortation to praise God for His goodness; the blessings of
God upon His people; God’s judgment upon His enemies; David’s prayer in time
of trouble.
HIGHLIGHTS & INSIGHTS:
Have you ever felt like the psalmist in Psalm 64? Like the whole world is against
you? Even the “man after God’s own heart” had many people who continually
spoke evilly concerning him. Jesus said, “Blessed are ye, when (notice, not “IF”,
but “WHEN”!) men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner
of evil against you falsely, for my sake” (Matt. 2:11). The closer you grow toward
Christlikeness and the more you are used by Him to accomplish His work, the
more you can expect it. It comes with the territory. Jesus went on to say,
however, that rather than allowing it to consume us, and discourage us, “Rejoice
and be exceeding glad, for so persecuted they the prophets which were before
you” (Matt. 5:12). In other words, rejoice in the fact that you’ve ascended into the
ranks of a whole bunch of godly people that God has been using all through the
centuries to bring glory to Him, and they’ve all experienced the same exact
treatment. We will not be the exception to the rule. Obviously, even Jesus
Himself wasn’t! The good news is, the psalmist says, “What goes around, comes
around.” His actual wording was perhaps a little more articulate, “So they shall
make their own tongue to fall upon themselves” (Ps. 64:8). Paul’s similar warning
was, “But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed
one of another” (Gal. 5:15). Have you found yourself in conversations with
“friends”, where you’ve been “biting and devouring” other believers? Be very
careful, because it’ll just be a matter of time before you’re “biting and devouring
one another”! When you use your tongue as a weapon, it’ll come back to rip you
to shreds!
You’ve gotta love how the psalmist addresses God in Psalm 65:2- “O thou that
hearest prayer.” If you’re ever looking for reasons you should pray, how about
this one: The God who created the entire universe and is holy beyond your
wildest possible comprehension, said He’d listen! With a reason like that a fellar
doesn’t need too many others! (You may even want to take a minute right now to
tell God “Thanks for listenin!”) Notice that the psalmist is back on this same

thought in Psalm 66, verses 18-20.
Note that the word “terrible” (Ps. 65:5; 66:3; 68:35) is the old English equivalent
of the modern day usage of the word “awesome”.
Note also the setting of the context by the word “Selah” in Psalm 66:4, for that
time when “All the earth shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee; they shall
sing to thy name.” The “whole earth” hasn’t worshipped or sung to the Lord since
Adam sinned in the Garden, and won’t until the Lord Jesus Christ has set in
motion “the times of restitution of all things” (Acts 3:21) at the beginning of the
Millennium.
Psalm 66, 67 and 68 provide great insight into just how glorious the Second
Coming of Christ and His millennial reign on the earth will actually be. It gives a
whole new meaning to “A New World Order”!
The name of God in Psalm 68:4, “JAH”, is short for Jehovah (Yahweh), the “selfexisting One”, or the God who is “ever in the present.” Psalm 68:18 foretells of
the resurrection of Christ. Paul explained the meaning of the psalm as a
prophecy concerning Christ in Eph. 4:8. Christ conquered death and Satan, who
until the resurrection held mankind in bondage (Heb. 2:15).
In Psalm 69, David voices what we all feel at certain times of our lives, as his
song is being sung out of a sea of troubles. Psalm 69:9 was historically true of
David, yet prophetically, was fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ in Luke 2:13-17. Is
it likewise true of you? Are you so passionately in love with your Savior, and so
completely zealous for Him to be glorified, that when His name is “reproached”
(also translated “defied”; “blasphemed”), that the reproach of it falls upon you the
same way that it falls upon God? In other words, when God’s name is
blasphemed and defied, do you feel what God feels?
CHRIST IS REVEALED:
As the One who LED CAPTIVITY CAPTIVE – Ps. 68:18 (Eph. 4:8)As the One
who was BROKENHEARTED and FULL OF HEAVINESS – Ps. 69:20 (Matt.
26:37) As the One given VINEGAR TO DRINK IN HIS THIRST – Ps. 69:21 (Matt.
27:34; John 19:28-30)

Wednesday – June 28, 2017
TODAY’S READING: PSALM 71-77
OVERVIEW:
David’s prayer of praise and thanksgiving; David’s prayer for Solomon (and the
“Son of David”); the mystery of the prosperity of the wicked; the rebuke of the
wicked and proud; praise for God’s majesty.
HIGHLIGHTS & INSIGHTS:
In Psalm 71, note the eight names the psalmist uses to refer to God, that he has
made quite “personal” (each one is prefaced by the personal pronoun ”my”) –
1) My Strong Habitation (71:2)
2) My Rock (71:3)
3) My Fortress (71:3)
4) My God (71:4)
5) My Hope (71:5)
6) My Trust (71:5)
7) My Strong Refuge (71:7)
8) My Helper (71:12)
There’s plenty enough in just those eight names to have your own “personal”
worship service! What a God we serve!
As you continue your journey through life, keep in mind that the enemy is
constantly seeking to shut you down and shut you up! That is, he wants to take
your passion for God out of your soul, and he wants to take your praise for God
out of your mouth. Understanding this desire of the enemy prompted the psalmist
to say, “But I will hope continually, and yet praise thee more and more” (71:14).
Let’s all make that our resolve today!
Psalm 72 is in my estimation a “psalm of psalms.” What an absolutely incredible
Old Testament declaration of praise for the Lord Jesus Christ at His Second
Coming! This psalm lets you know that Solomon was just a picture of the Lord
Jesus Christ in the Millennium in I Kings 10 as the Queen of Sheba presents
herself before Israel’s king, the “Son of David,” as he sits enthroned in all of his
wisdom, splendor, majesty, and glory over the entire world (72:10). This psalm
lets you know that the Lord Jesus Christ will unleash His power in judgment upon
the earth (72:1-6), and will establish His rule over the entire earth (72:7-9). Read
and enjoy! May it cause all of us to “LOVE His appearing” with Paul (II Tim. 4:8),

LONG for His appearing with John, and PRAY for His appearing per our Lord’s
instruction (Matt. 6:10).
In Psalm 73, Asaph voices what all of us have felt at one time or another: Why
does it seem that the wicked prosper, and the righteous are stepped on (73:1114)? As Asaph said, sometimes it can just about get the best of you (73:2), and
make you want to throw in the towel (73:16)! Why does it seem that that’s the
way it shakes down in life? For the most part, because that’s the way it is! In
THIS life! What we sometimes forget it that THIS life is not all there is! Asaph
said that he was reminded of that when he went “into the sanctuary of God, and
understood their end” (73:17).
Psalm 74 is Aspah’s attempt at “praying for the Kingdom to come,” and quite a
good one at that!
Psalm 75 deals with Israel and the Second Coming of Christ. Notice in verses 26, that the Lord Jesus Christ Himself is speaking in the first person. How
awesome is that? Bet you won’t find that written in your Red Letter Edition of the
Bible, but it should be! Notice in verse 6 where “promotion cometh.” Here’s the
clue: It’s not “from the east, nor the west, nor from the south.” Got any guesses
where it comes from? That’s right! The north! Johnny, tell ‘em what they’ve won!
Why north? Check out Psalm 48:2; Hebrews 12:22; Isaiah 14:13; Ezekiel 1:4.
Psalm 76 is another great description of our Lord’s awesomeness as he “arises
in judgment” (76:9) and descends upon this earth at His Second Coming to
establish His rule and reign. Can you answer the question of 76:7 – “Who may
stand in thy sight when once thou art angry?” Why don’t we allow the words of
the old hymn to answer it for us? “No, not one! No, not one!”
Psalm 77 is, likewise, a description of the Second Coming and Millennium. Just
when the nation of Israel is “in the day of [her] trouble,” when at Armageddon, all
of the nations of the earth have converged upon her and she is crying out, “Will
the Lord cast off for ever? and will he be favourable no more? Is his mercy clean
gone for ever? Doth his promise fail or evermore? Hath God forgotten to be
gracious? Hath he in anger shut up his tender mercies?” (77:7-9), then notice the
very next word: “Selah”! It is just then that the Lord Jesus Christ will step out of
heaven riding on a white horse, with the armies of heaven behind Him (Rev.
16:15-21; 19:11-19) and go absolutely ballistic upon all His enemies to establish
“peace on earth and good will toward men.” Verses 16-19 of Psalm 77 are a
description of the Second Coming, as our Lord steps out of the third heaven,
descends through “the deep” that is above our heads, and comes thundering into
the earth’s atmosphere. What a day that will be.

CHRIST IS REVEALED:
As the ROCK – Ps. 71:3 (I Cor. 10:4)As the RIGHTEOUS JUDGE – Ps. 72:2, 4
(II Thess. 1:5-9) As the SPEAKER in Psalm 75:2-6

Thursday – June 29, 2017
TODAY’S READING: PSALM 78-82
OVERVIEW:
The judgment of the Lord against disobedience; Aspah’s prayer against enemies;
Asaph’s prayer for mercy and restoration.
HIGHLIGHTS & INSIGHTS:
Psalm 78 is an incredible Psalm. What it provides is an abbreviated overview of
Israel’s history from Exodus 7 to II Samuel 10. Obviously, I could learn a lot about
concising truth from the psalmist! (No “amens,” please!)
We have talked previously about God’s principles concerning the iniquities of the
fathers being passed all the way down to the third and fourth generation (Num.
14:18). The effects of sin are incredibly far reaching. Psalm 78 lets us know that
the flip side is also true. The righteousnesses of the fathers likewise have the
ability to be passed down to the third and fourth generation! Notice the four
generations in 78:5-6
Generation # 1 – “OUR FATHERS…”
Generation # 2 – “that they should make them known to THEIR CHILDREN,”
Generation # 3 – “that the GENERATION TO COME might know them”
Generation # 4 – “who should arise and declare them to THEIR CHILDREN.”
Notice that there are also four reasons for passing down truth and righteousness
through these four generations (78:7-8).
Two are positive and two are negative:
1) Positive – “That they might set their hope in God...”
2) Negative – “And not forget the works of God...”
3) Positive – “But keep his commandments...”
4) Negative – “And might not be as their fathers...”
Notice in verse 29 of Psalm 78, one of the most horrific things that God could
ever do to a person— Give them what they want! (i.e. “their own desire.”) It is a
collision course for disaster without exception, because what man “desires”
naturally is always completely contrary to what God desires for him. Paul writes
to his young son in the faith, Timothy, warning him about four things we desire
(“love”) naturally:

1) “Self” – II Tim. 3:2
2) “Pleasure” – II Tim. 3:4
3) “Money” – I Tim. 6:10
4) “This present world” – II Tim. 4:10
Psalm 78:29 should cause all of us to pray, “O God, please don’t give me what I
want.” The old guy said, “I want everything that’s coming to me, and my motherin-law says she hopes I get it!”
Notice five things Israel did against God after their deliverance out of Egypt in
verses 40 and 41, and the New Testament counterpart of how we are sometimes
guilty of the same things after our deliverance out of Egypt:
1) They “provoked” God – Ps. 78:40a (I Thess. 5:19)
2) They “grieved” God – Ps. 78:40b (Eph. 4:30)
3) They “turned back” from God – Ps. 78:41a (II Tim. 4:10)
4) They “tempted” God – Ps. 78:41b (I Cor. 10:9)
5) They “limited” God – Ps. 78:41c (Heb. 4:2)
Notice also that these five things were the result of the two root sins listed in
verse 42 – “They remembered not his hand, nor the day when he delivered them
from the enemy.” Practically speaking, we get ourselves into a whole bunch of sin
problems when we forget the awesome thing God did on our behalf the day He
saved us “(delivered us from the enemy”), and all of the things God did by His
hand to bring us to that point (John 6:44), and all of the things He has done since
(Rev. 2:4-5; Rom. 1:21).
Psalm 79 and 80 are simple to understand for anyone who understands that
there are three layers of application of Scripture. They both are pointing
doctrinally (prophetically) to Israel during the latter part of the Great Tribulation
just prior to the Second Coming of Christ. Notice that the “wild beast” in Palm
80:13 is defined in Hosea 13:8 and is none other than the “Beast” of Rev. 13. He
is like a “leopard” (Hosea 13:7), a “bear” and a “lion” (Hosea 13:8), just as in Rev.
13:2 and Daniel 7:3-6. It’s amazing what God will reveal (I Cor. 2:10) when we
approach God’s book the way He told us to approach it (I Cor. 2:13 – “comparing
spiritual things with spiritual” – i.e. comparing Scripture with Scripture)!
In Psalm 81, the “solemn feast day” in verse 3 points to the Second Coming of
Christ which will line up, as did First Coming of Christ, with the Feast of
Tabernacles. It’s way too detailed to get into here, but for a little “recreation,”
checkout II Chron. 7:9; Neh. 8:18; Hosea 9:5; 12:9; Lev. 23:34; Deut. 16:13;

31:10; II Chron. 8:13; Ezra 3:4.
Be sure to note the context in Psalm 82, as once again, God sets it for us by the
insertion of the word “Selah” (82:2), and nails it for us in the last verse, “Arise, O
God, judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit all nations.” I don’t care where you’re
from, “that there’s good”!
CHRIST IS REVEALED:
As the SHEPHERD – Ps. 80:1 (John 10:11)As the One Will Arise to Deliver Israel
Out of Her Trouble – Ps. 80:7, 14, 19; 82:8 (Rev. 16:15-21; 19:19).

Friday – June 30, 2017
TODAY’S READING: PSALM 83-89
OVERVIEW:
The psalmist’s cry for deliverance for Israel; the blessedness of living in the midst
of God’s presence; David’s desire to walk in truth; cry for deliverance from death;
praise for God’s covenant and promises.
HIGHLIGHTS & INSIGHTS:
As we get back into the Psalms, Psalm 83 once again points prophetically to the
time of the Second Coming of Christ when all of the nations (83:6-8) have
converged “with one consent” (83:5), “confederate against” (83:5) the nation of
Israel to “cut them off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no
more in remembrance” (83:4). As we have seen repeatedly, just when Israel’s
back is against the wall, and from a human standpoint is utterly helpless and
hopeless, God answers their prayers (83:1)! It is a great reminder for those times
when our back is against the wall, and from a human standpoint, we are helpless
and hopeless, that God answers prayer, and can and will step in to do what could
never be done in our own strength or power. He has already proven that He
would, because that is exactly how Ephesians 2:11-17 describes our situation in
our lost condition when we cried out to the Lord for our salvation! Note that the
basis for the psalmists requests in the last verse of this Psalm, should be the
desire, passion and prayer of our hearts, “That men may know that thou, whose
name alone is JEHOVAH (the “self-existing One”), art the most high over all the
earth” (83:18).
The context of the expression of the psalmist’s heart and praise for the Lord in
Psalm 84 is set in verses 4 and 8. It is the Day of the Lord, Christ’s millennial
reign when He will once again “tabernacle” among us (84:1; John 1:14 – “dwelt”
= “tabernacle”.) Do the words expressing the passion of the psalmist’s heart for
God and His glory in verse 2 express what is in your heart today? “My soul
longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord: my heart and my flesh
crieth out for the living God” (84:2). The last part of verse 11 is a great promise
and reminder – “the Lord will give grace and glory: NO GOOD THING WILL HE
WITHHOLD FROM THEM THAT WALK UPRIGHTLY.” God most certainly
“withholds” certain things, but contrary to Satan’s lies (see Genesis 3:5), it is
never because He is “withholding” some GOOD thing from us. His restrictions are
always to keep us from something He knows will be BAD for us, and ultimately
destroy us. It is sometimes difficult to get our flesh to really believe that, and the

“father of lies” is at every turn more than willing to convince us otherwise. In light
of that, the concluding verse (84:12) is very fitting, “O Lord of hosts, blessed is
the man that trusteth in thee.”
The millennial context continues in Psalm 85. The description of that time is laid
out beautifully in verse 10, “Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and
peace have kissed each other.” It is also a beautiful thing when the word pictures
in this verse are found in the life of a New Testament believer. Mercy with no
regard for truth makes us wishy-washy, spineless, and way too accommodating
of unholy doctrine and unholy living in the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. On the
other hand, truth with no regard for mercy makes us harsh, judgmental, and
unloving. God wants a perfect balance of both in the life of His people. (See
Ephesians 4:25, then Ephesians 4:15.)
Psalm 86:5 and 15 are a personal favorite – “For thou, Lord, art good, and ready
to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee... Thou, O
Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in
mercy and truth.” How many times do we need those reminders, especially those
of us who are bent toward doing “penance” before we can let go of failures. I love
the fact that before we even come to Him, He is already “READY TO FORGIVE.”
He made that more than clear by the willful offering of His only and beloved Son!
For those who find themselves in the depths of despair today, find comfort and
solace by using the words of the psalmist in Psalm 88 as he lifts his complaint up
to the Lord, and then allow the Lord to bring you up and out in Psalm 89, as the
psalmist expresses his confidence and praise to the Lord.
CHRIST IS REVEALED:
By the SEED OF DAVID – Psalm 89:3-4 (Christ was made of the seed of David
according to the flesh – Matt. 1:1; Luke 3:31-32).

Saturday – July 1, 2017
Reflection
As we reflect on the past week of Daily in the word, there was definitely a theme
the Holy Spirit chose to highlight. Three of the five days of reading were centered
on our desire to dwell in the presence of God. Although we took time during the
week to comment on this thought pattern, by way of reflection, it would do well for
us to make sure we have an understanding of the importance of this issue,
considering the psalmist had much to say of it.
Once we received the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, positionally, we were
placed in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). That being said, wherever Christ is so are
we. The Bible tells us in Ephesians 2:6, “And hath raised us up together, and
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:” We are quick to
reference Colossians 1:27, “To whom God would make known what is the
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory:” yet oftentimes not grasping the fact that our lives were placed
(literally hid - Colossians 3:3) in Christ. As Jesus Christ was nailed to the cross
as a sacrifice for our sins, He not only paid for our sins via death, He became sin
for us. He died our death. We are reminded in 2 Corinthians 5:21,“For he hath
made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.” He died our death so that we could live His life.
This brings us to the practical application of our positional placement. Although
we are seated “together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” spiritually, of
course, we literally still dwell on this earth in this body of flesh. Herein lays our
battle. Our responsibility each day we wake up is to live out the example that
Jesus Christ left us while He was on this earth (1 Peter 2:21). Therefore, as
Jesus Christ “humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross” (Philippians 2:8), we too are to humble ourself and “Mortify
therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness,
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:”
(Colossians 3:5). The reasoning, stated in Romans 8:13, is simple: “For if ye
live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of
the body, ye shall live.” We are to live out Galatians 2:20 which says, “I am
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave himself for me.” Paul said it like this in 1 Corinthians 15:31, “I
protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.” To

sum up this entire thought, our lives should, without doubt, be a reflection,
practically, of where we were placed positionally the moment we accepted Christ
as our Saviour. This principle lived out results in the desire and groaning we read
of this week to be in the presence of God. Again, as Paul stated in Romans 7:2325, “But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind,
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. O
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? I thank
God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law
of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.” The more we allow Christ to live His
life through us, the more we’ll begin to feel the same way Paul did in Romans.
May that be our prayer, not only on this day of Reflection, but every day that God
allows us the opportunity to reflect His glory to the world around us.
SCRIPTURE REFLECTION:
Psalm 55:22 “Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: he
shall never suffer the righteous to be moved.”
Psalm 65:4 “Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach
unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: we shall be satisfied with the goodness
of thy house, even of thy holy temple.”
Psalm 71:3 “Be thou my strong habitation, whereunto I may continually resort:
thou hast given commandment to save me; for thou art my rock and my fortress.”
Psalm 78:4 “We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the
generation to come the praises of the LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful
works that he hath done.”
Psalm 84:2 “My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord: my
heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God.”

