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 How has the church come to believe that the Bible is enough for knowing what God wants 
his people to believe and do?  

 
 How has the Church come to believe that without the Bible the church could not trust and 

obey God as he has designed? 
 

 If you reject the authority of Scripture, what do you put in its place? 
 

How Do We Know the Bible is God’s Word? Pt 1&2 
Scripture…What is it? 

 
 The Bible is not a product of mans search for God, but instead it is God revealing Himself to men 

so that man can enter into a personal relationship with Him. 
 
 2 Peter 1:19-21 - 19So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to 

pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star 
arises in your hearts.20But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of 
one's own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men 
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

 
 Through a combination of reason and faith we believe that God exists. 

 
o General revelation – the knowledge of God’s existence, character, and moral law that 

comes through creation to all humanity. 
o Romans 1:20 - For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal 

power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has 
been made, so that they are without excuse. 

o Hebrews 11:1, 6 – 1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen…  6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to 
God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. 

 
Four Characteristics of Scripture: 
 
 The Authority of Scripture. 

o All the words in Scripture are God’s words in such a way that to disbelieve or disobey any 
word of Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey God. 

o Special revelation – God’s words addressed to specific people, including the words of 
the Bible. This is to be distinguished from general revelation, which is given to all people 
generally. 

o The Bible says that God has revealed Himself to us through the Scriptures. 
 Old Testament Terms –  

 Gala – primary OT term for revelation.  Used 189 times.  It means to 
uncover, reveal or become clear. 

 Ra’aha – to see, appear, show. 
 Chatza – to see or communicate. 
 Yada – to make known or inform. 
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 New Testament Terms –  
 Apacalupto – to uncover, unveil, reveal.  Used forty-four times.  The noun 

(used 18 times) always has theological significance.  The word describes 
the content of what is revealed (information) than the act or event of 
revelation. 

 Delo – visible, clear, manifest – 7 times in the NT.  The idea to make 
something known. 

o 2 Peter 1:14 - knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling 
is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 

 Epiphaneo – to appear or see.  Used many times. 
o 2 Tim 1:10 (when God appears, what is seen is God.) but now has 

been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who 
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through 
the gospel… 

o Revelation is God’s manifestation of Himself to humankind in such a way that men and 
women can know and have fellowship with Him. 
 

 The Bible speaks of the character and competence of God. 
 God’s character 

o Holy – set apart 
o Immutable – does not change 

 God’s competence 
o Transcendent – being above and independent of any one or 

anything. Without equal. 
o Immanent – existing or remaining within. 
o Omniscient – all knowing 
o Omnipotent – all powerful 
o Omnipresent – everywhere simultaneously 

 
o Inspiration of the Bible. 

 The supernatural influence of the Holy Spirit upon the Scripture writers which 
rendered their writings an accurate record of the revelation or which resulted in 
that what they actually wrote being the Word of God. 

 While God used the human personality in writing the Scripture, the ultimate 
source of every prophecy was never man’s decision about what they wanted to 
write but the Holy Spirit’s action in the life of the prophet.  The Holy Scripture was 
written by human men in the style, vocabulary, and modes of their day.  The Spirit 
controlled the human writer but did not obliterate him.  The initiative of the 
writer lay with God, and the literary product was divinely authored. 

 2 Peter 1:19-21 - 19So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you 
do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns 
and the morning star arises in your hearts.20But know this first of all, that no 
prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy 
was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke 
from God. 
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 Plenary or verbal view – Sees the influence of the Spirit upon both the writers 
and the writings.  All Scripture is inspired beyond the selection of thought to the 
word themselves.  Even though the writers expressed this message in a way that 
shows the writers’ own unique style and background, we recognize the element of 
mystery in how God gave those words without dictating them.  This is the best 
model for understanding how God inspired Scripture. 

 
o The Inerrancy of the Bible –  

 The inerrancy of Scripture means that Scripture in the original manuscripts does 
not affirm anything that is contrary to fact. The Bible always tells the truth 
concerning everything it talks about. This definition does not mean that the Bible 
tells us every fact there is to know about any one subject, but it affirms that what 
it does say about any subject is true. 

 The idea generated by the term inerrancy deals with the complete truthfulness 
and reliability of the Bible. 

 2 Timothy 3:16 – 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness… 

 “Theopneustos” – God breathed. 

 Hebrews 2:1-4 - For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we 
have heard, so that we do not drift away from it. 2For if the word spoken through 
angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a 
just penalty, 3how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at 
the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, 
4God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles 
and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.  

 Hebrews 4:12-16 - 12For the word of God is living and active and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both 
joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
13And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid 

bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 14Therefore, since we have a 
great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our confession.15For we do not have a high priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as 
we are, yet without sin. 16Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne 
of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

 The Bible is not a product of mans search for God, but instead it is God revealing 
Himself to men so that man can enter into a personal relationship with Him. 

 
 The Clarity of Scripture. 

o The Bible is written in such a way that its teachings are able to be understood by all who 
will read it seeking God’s help and being willing to follow it. 

 Why do people misunderstand? 
 Lack of faith 
 Hardness of heart 

 Hermeneutics – the study of correct methods of interpretation. 
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 Deuteronomy 6:6-7 – 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on 
your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you 
lie down, and when you rise. 

o The Word is clear and understandable to all. 
 Ps 1:2 - but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day 

and night. 
 Ps 19:7 - The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the 

Lord is sure, making wise the simple; 
 Ps 119:130 - The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to 

the simple. 
 “the simple” – is not merely one who lacks intellectual ability, but one who 

lacks sound judgment, who is prone to making mistakes, and who is easily 
led astray. 

 Priesthood of the believer – 
o 1 Peter 2:4-5, 9 – 4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by 

men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves 
like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ…9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 

o Hebrews 10:19 - Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to 
enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus… 

 Jesus’ responses do not blame the Scriptures for being convoluted… 
o “Have you not read…” 

 Matt 12:3, 5; 19:4; 22:31 
o “Have you never read…” 

 Matt 21:42 
o “You are wrong because you know neither the Scriptures nor the 

power of God” 
 Matt 22:29; 9:13; 12:7; 15:3; 21:13; John 3:10. 

 
 The Necessity of Scripture. 

o The Bible is necessary for knowing the gospel, for maintaining spiritual life, and for 
knowing God’s will. 

o Salvation 
 Romans 10:13 – 17 – 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.” 14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And 
how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they 
to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they 
are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good 
news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has 
believed what he has heard from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
through the word of Christ. 
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o Sanctification 
 Spiritual growth 
 Knowing God’s plan for my life 
 Romans 12:1-2 – 1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 
 The Sufficiency of Scripture. 

o Scripture contains all the words of God he intended his people to have at each stage of 
redemptive history, and that it now contains all the words of God we need for salvation, 
for trusting him perfectly, and for obeying him perfectly. 

o The earliest Christians looked to the OT (Jewish Bible) as the sufficient source of 
doctrinal and practical instruction for a life of faith and obedience. 

o 2 Timothy 3:14-16 – 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have 
firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have 
been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,  

o Romans 10:13 – 17 – 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16 But they have not all 
obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 
17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

o Testimony of early Christians regarding Scripture: 
 “I revere the fullness of His [God’s] Scripture.” – Tertullian 
 “The canon of Scripture is complete, and sufficient of itself for everything, and 

more than sufficient. – Vincent of Lerins 
 “There is one God, the knowledge of whom we gain from the Holy Scriptures, and 

from no other source. For just as a man, if he wishes to be skilled in the wisdom of 
this world, will find himself unable to get at it in any other way than by mastering 
the dogmas [teachings] of philosophers, so all of us who wish to practice piety 
[holiness] will be unable to learn its practice from any other source than the 
oracles of God. Whatever things, then, the Holy Scriptures declare, at these let us 
look; and whatever they teach these let us learn…But even as He [God] has chosen 
to teach them by the Holy Scriptures, so let us discern them. - Hippolytus 

 
o Directly or indirectly the Scripture will give us insight into any particular issue or 

circumstance. 
 Salvation – Knowing Christ 
 Sanctification – growing in spiritual maturity. 
 The Christian life – applying my faith to life as a follower of Christ. 
 Absolute truth/Relativism 
 If you reject the authority of Scripture, what authority is it replaced? 
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o We are to add nothing to Scripture, and we are to consider no other writings of 

equal value to Scripture. 
 Differences with Roman Catholicism - The Reformation 

 Catholic/Roman Catholic 
o Catholic – derived from the Greek adjective, katholikos, meaning 

“universal.”  The term was first used by Ignatius of Antioch (ad 107) 
in his letter to the Smrynaens. This term was used by the early 
church to describe all believers. “Roman” Catholic began to be used 
much later. 

o The use of the Word became divisive in the 11th century East/West 
Schism.  Roman Catholic/Greek Orthodox. 

 Roman Catholicism and Scripture in the Middle Ages – Departure from 
traditional teaching. 

o Denied that the Bible is the sole source of divine revelation.  
o The teaching of the church is needed to supplement Scripture. 
o The Catholic Church also held that the Bible is not necessary for the 

church’s existence but only for its well-being. 
 Sources of Authority for the Catholic Church: 

o Scripture 
o Tradition/Meeting of Councils 
o Pope speaking “ex cathedra” or “from the throne.” 

 Vatican I defined certain conditions for the exercise of the 
infallibility with which the pope is empowered. He is 
empowered with infallibility only when he is in the act of 
defining a doctrine of faith or morals, speaking as head of the 
Church (ex cathedra), with the clear intention of binding the 
whole Church. (Catholicism, p764) 

 Reformation – Roman Catholic/Protestant 
o Five Solas 

 “Sola Scriptura” (Scripture Alone) 

 “Sola Gratia” (Grace Alone) 

 “Sola Fide” (Faith Alone) 

 “Solus Christus” (Christ Alone) 

 “Soli Deo Gloria” (To God Alone Be Glory) 

o Justification by faith alone. 
 Romans 1:16-17 – 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for 

it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, 
to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is 
written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 
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o Sola Scriptura – Scripture alone. 
 Hebrews 10:19 – 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have 

confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 
by the new and living way that he opened for us through the 
curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great 
priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true 
heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled 
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 

 The Council of Trent 1545 – 63 in response to the Reformation. 
o Deuterocanonical - describe scriptural texts of the Old Testament 

considered canonical by the Catholic Church, but which are not 
present in the Hebrew Bible today. 

o Deuterocanonical books is a term used since the 16th century in 
the Catholic Church and Eastern Christianity to describe certain 
books and passages of the Christian Old Testament that are not part 
of the current Hebrew Bible. 

o The word deuterocanonical comes from the Greek meaning 
'belonging to the second canon'. 

o Apocrypha – books written in Greek that are included in the 
Catholic Bible but omitted in Protestant Bibles. 

 Mormons 
 KJV as properly translated by the LDS church 
 The Book of Mormon 
 Doctrine and Covenants 
 The Pearl of Great Price  

 Christian Scientists 
 Science and Health With a Key to the Scriptures – Mary Baker Eddy 

 Jehovah Witnesses 
 New World Translation 

 Nothing is to be added to God’s Word: 
 Deut 4:2 – You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take 

from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God that I 
command you. 

 Deut 12:32 – “Everything that I command you, you shall be careful to do. 
You shall not add to it or take from it. 

 Prov 30:5-6 – 5 Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who 
take refuge in him. 6 Do not add to his words, lest he rebuke you and you be 
found a liar. 

 Rev 22:18-19 – 18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy 
of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues 
described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in 
the holy city, which are described in this book. 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_canon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_Bible
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
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o God does not require us to believe anything about himself or his redemptive work 
that is not found in Scripture. 

 There are no “lost books” of the Bible. 
 There are no “lost sayings” of Jesus 

o Nothing is sin that is not forbidden by Scripture either explicitly or by implication. 
 Adding prohibitions that cannot be found in Scripture. 

 
 

How Do We Know the Bible is God’s Word? Pt 3 
Scripture…How did it come together? 

 
 2 Tim 3:1-5 - But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2 For men will 

be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, 
brutal, haters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God, 5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid 
such men as these.   NASU 

 
 “People are seeking a relationship with God that is not tied to doctrine or formal religion. 

They are looking for alternate Christianities that combine a reinterpretation of Jesus with 
esoteric insights and the best of other religions.”          – Erwin Lutzer, The DaVinci 
Deception 

 
 Questions concerning the Bible? 

o How did the Bible come together? 
o Who determined what books went in the Bible? 
o When did this happen? 

 
 “The Bible is a product of man, my dear. Not of God. The Bible did not fall magically from 

the clouds. Man created it as a historical record of tumultuous times, and it has evolved 
through countless translations, additions, and revisions. History has never had a 
definitive version of the book.” (The DaVinci Code, p.231) 

 
 The DaVinci Code states that …“more than eighty gospels were considered for the New 

Testament, and yet only a relative few were chosen for inclusion – Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John among them… The Bible as we know it today, was collated by the pagan Roman 
emperor Constantine the Great.” (p. 231) 

 
 The Bible is referred to as the canon, meaning “rule” or “fixed reference point.” 
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 Reliability of Old Testament Manuscripts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Reliability of OT Manuscripts 
 

 600+ @ Dead Sea by Qumran | 3rd Century B.C. 
 Nash Papyrus | Dated between 2nd century B.C. and 1st century A.D. 
 Most other OT manuscripts dated from A.D. 800-1100. 

 
 Reliability of OT Manuscripts 

o The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls attested to the overall accuracy of all later 
manuscripts. 

 
 The Accuracy of the OT Manuscripts 

o The Jewish reverence for Scripture. 
o Agreement of duplicate OT passages. 
o Agreement between Hebrew and Greek translations of the OT. 
o Samaritan Pentateuch confirmation. 
o The Dead Sea Scrolls. 

 There were no changes in meaning after a thousand years of copying and 
relative few changes in words. 

 
 “In extraordinary ways, modern archaeology has affirmed the historical core of the OT – 

corroborating key portions of the stories of Israel’s patriarchs, the Exodus the Davidic 
monarchy, and the life and times of Jesus.       -Is the Bible True?, U.S. News & World Report,       
October 25, 1999, p.52. 

 
 The human authors of the OT: 

o Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, referred to as the 
Pentateuch (five books), were written by Moses. 

o  Joshua was written by Joshua. 
o  Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Samuel*,  were written by Samuel. 
o  1 & 2 Kings, Jeremiah, Lamentations were written by Jeremiah 
o  1 & 2 Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah were written by Ezra. 
o  Esther and Job authors unknown. 
o Psalms, multiple authors including David, Asaph, Sons of Korah. 
o Proverbs, multiple authors including Solomon (most of the book), Agur son of 

Jakeh, King Lemeul. 
o Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs were written by Solomon. 

 Plato - 7 
 Thucydides - 8 
 Herodotus - 8 
 Caesar’s Gallic Wars - 

10 
 Tacitus - 20 
 Demosthenes - 200 
 Homer – 643 (Illiad) 

 

 Benjamin Kennicott 
published 613 manuscripts. 

 Giovanni de Rossi published 
731 manuscripts 

 10,000 OT manuscripts 
were found in the Cairo 
Geniza 

 600+ @ Dead Sea by 
Qumran 
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o The books of Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi all bear the names 
of the respective authors. 

 
 Ezra was primarily responsible for gathering the OT books into a recognized canon. 
 
 The last book of the Old Testament, Malachi, was completed about 430 bc. 
 
 Early copies of the OT were written on leather or papyrus from the time of Moses to the 

time of Malachi.  The Jew’s mystical reverence for the sacred books prompted them to 
bury copies that had become too old for use.   

 
 Providentially, these scrolls, known as the Dead Sea Scrolls, were discovered in 1947.  

Until that discovery, we did not possess copies of the Old Testament dated earlier than 
a.d. 895. 

 
 The Masoretic text was preserved by traditionalists known as Masoretes. 
 
 For Christians, the first Scriptures they thrived on were the Law and the Prophets. These 

were copied and distributed since they provided the sources for one vital ingredient of 
the Christian message: the suffering and redemption of Jesus the Messiah that had been 
predicted many centuries earlier. 

 
 The Council of Jamnia a.d. 90 – a council of Jewish elders who met to discuss the Old 

Testament canon.  This council merely recognized the existing collection of Old Testament 
Scriptures. 

 
 Christianity was not a new religion, but the fulfillment of the Hebrew Scriptures. 
 
 The canon of the NT was not formed in a vacuum.  Conditions of the time:  
 

o Persecution - led to the delay of officially recognizing a “canon,” or list of accepted 
Scriptures. Survival was the priority of the day. Major progress in Christian 
philosophy and theology would not come for some time. 

 
 Persecution had two catalytic effects on the church: 

 
 The purifying effect on the church. This term meant that those who 

called themselves Christians were very committed to their faith in 
Christ and willing to give their life. There was little complacency or 
half-heartedness among believers because a commitment to Christ 
could mean your life. 

 
 The multiplication effect. As Roman emperors initiated persecution 

after persecution against the church to stamp it out it had the 
opposite effect. As one of the early church leaders Tertullian noted, 
“The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” 
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o False Teaching – During brief times of peace for the church and then after the 
empire wide persecutions ended the church turned to thinking through and 
establishing Christian philosophy and theology. 

 

 Gnosticism – [NOS tuh siz em]-- a system of false teachings that existed 
during the early centuries of Christianity. Its name came from the Greek 
word for knowledge, gnosis. 

 

 Marcion - arrived in Rome in about A.D. 140 and developed a pseudo-
Christian idea of God and Christ. That led him to exclude those early 
apostolic writings that highlighted the physical resurrection of Christ and 
the Jewish roots of Christianity.  

 

 Novatian – (c. 200-258) The church was faced with the decision of what to do 
about “lapsed Christians” (traditores), those who renounced their faith 
during persecution. Novatian said they could never be readmitted to the 
church, and he invoked the words of Jesus: “Whoever denies me before men, 
I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.” 

 

 All of the books of the NT were written in the second half of the first century.  All of these 
books (or letters) written to churches or individuals and then were circulated among 
other churches. Writings were being recognized as Scripture as they were being written 
to Churches or individuals. 

 
 Secular Manuscripts 

 
 

 NT Manuscripts 

 
 

Author Date 
Written 

Earliest 
Copy 

Time Span Copies 
(extent) 

Herodotus (History) 480-425 B.C. 900 A.D. 1,300 Years 8 

Thucydides (History) 460-400 B.C. 900 A.D. 1,300 Years ? 

Aristotle (Philosopher) 384-322  B.C. 1,100 A.D. 1,400 Years 5 

Caesar (History) 100-44 B.C 900 A.D. 1,000 Years 10 

Pliny (History) 61-113 A.D. 850 A.D. 750 Years 7 

Suetonius (Roman History) 70-140 A.D. 950 A.D. 800 Years ? 

Tacitus (Greek History) 100 A.D. 1,100 A.D. 1,000 Years 20 

Author Date 
Written 

Earliest Copy Time Span 

Magdalene Ms (Matt. 26) 1st Century 50-60 A.D. Co-existant (?) 

John Rylands (John) 90 A.D. 130 A.D. 40 Years 

Bodmer Papyrus II (John) 90 A.D. 150-200 A.D. 60-110 Years 

Chester Beatty Papyri (N.T.) 1st Century 200 A.D. 150 Years 

Diatessaron by Tatian (Gospels) 1st Century 200 A.D. 150 Years 

Codex Vaticanus (Bible) 1st Century 325-350 A.D. 275-300 Years 

Codex Sinaiticus (Bible) 1st Century 350 A.D. 300 Years 

Codex Alexandrinus (Bible) 1st Century 400 A.D. 350 Years 
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 By the end of the first century all 27 of the NT books had been received and were being 
circulated as Scripture by the churches. 

 
 Papias, writing about A.D. 110 indicates that he was aware of the existence of the Gospels. 
 
 Irenaeus, writing about A.D. 180 gives us the order of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, 

John) and tells us that Mark’s Gospel was written after the “exodus” of Peter and Paul. 
 
 By the end of the generation following the Apostles every NT book was cited by one of the 

early church fathers. 
 
 All twenty-seven books were ratified by the Council of Hippo in 393 a.d. and the Council 

of Carthage in a.d. 397. 
 
 What criteria was used in determining what went in to the Canon of Scripture? 
 
 We must understand that the Bible is actually one book with one Divine Author, though it 

was written over a period of 1,500 years through the pens of approximately 40 human 
writers. The Bible began with the creation account of Genesis 1&2, written by Moses 
about 1405 B.C., and extends to the eternity future account of Revelation written by the 
Apostle John about A.D. 95.  

 
 During this time, God progressively revealed Himself and His purposes in the inspired 

Scriptures. But this raises a significant question: “How do we know what supposed sacred 
writings were to be included in the canon of Scripture and which ones were to be 
excluded?”  Over the centuries, 3 widely recognized principles were used to validate 
those writings which came as a result of divine revelation and inspiration: 

o The writing had to have a recognized prophet or apostle as its author (or one 
associated with them, as in the case of Mark, Luke, Hebrews, James, and Jude). 

 
o The writing could not disagree with or contradict previous Scripture.  

 
o The writing had to have general consensus by the church as an inspired book. 

Thus, when various councils met in church history to consider the canon, they did 
not vote for the canonicity of a book but rather recognized, after the fact, what God 
had already written. 

 
 Neither the church councils nor the application of these tests made any book 

authoritative or authentic.  The book was inspired, authoritative, and therefore genuine 
when it was written.  The councils recognized and verified certain books as the written 
Word of God, and eventually those so recognized were collected in what we call the Bible.  
The tests involved the following issues: 

o Was the book authored or sanctioned by an apostle or a prophet? 
o Was the book widely circulated? 
o  Was the book Christologically centered? 
o Was the book Orthodox, that is, faithful to the teaching of the apostles? 
o Did the book give internal evidence of its unique character as inspired and 

authoritative. 
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 In this process, the church never gave in to the temptation to “harmonize” the documents. 
The four Gospels—with their different emphases, narratives, speeches—were seen not as 
an embarrassing multitude but as complementary, as the God-given fullness of reports by 
human beings with their individualities. They were never seen, as Marcion saw them, as 
contradictory, and therefore in need of editing. 

 
 Claims of Scripture: 

o Does it claim to be God’s Word? Yes! Over 2,000 times in the Old Testament alone. 
o It is what Jesus preached 
o Psalms 19 and 119, plus Proverbs 30:5–6, make powerful statements about God’s 

Word which set it apart from any other religious instruction ever known in the 
history of mankind. 

o The Bible claims ultimate spiritual authority in doctrine, reproof, correction, and 
instruction in righteousness because it represents the inspired Word of Almighty 
God (2 Tim. 3:16,17). Scripture asserts its spiritual sufficiency, so much so that it 
claims exclusivity for its teaching (cf. Is. 55:11; 2 Pet. 1:3,4). 

o  God’s Word declares that it is inerrant (Pss. 12:6; 119:140; Prov. 30:5a; John 
10:35) and infallible (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 

 
 Facts about the Bible throughout history: 

o The word Bible comes from the Greek word for “papyrus plant” (biblos), since the 
leaves of that plant were used for paper. 

o The Bible’s chapter divisions were created in the early 1200s by a lecturer at the 
University of Paris. Its current verse divisions were not fully developed until 1551. 

o  Tyndale’s translation introduced many new words into the English language, such 
as longsuffering, peacemaker, scapegoat, filthy lucre, and even the word beautiful. 

o William Tyndale’s first English New Testament, finished in 1525, had to be printed 
outside of England and then smuggled back inside barrels of flour and bolts of 
cloth. Catholic bishop Tunstall of London bought up most of Tyndale’s first edition 
in order to stamp out Tyndale’s “heresy”—but the proceeds financed new editions! 

o When the King James Version was published in 1611, the Geneva Bible was by far 
the most popular English Bible. It was the Geneva translation, not the King James, 
that was used by William Shakespeare and the early American Puritans.  
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