
Group Discussion Questions for 4/17/13 
Revelation 8 

 
Read chapters 8 and 9.  
1. Read the account of the plagues on Egypt: Exodus 7:14-11:8.  What is the 

purpose of the plagues?  Do you see parallels between these plagues and the 
events that follow the trumpets?  

 
2. Trumpets are common in Scripture: see this mixed assortment of verses (which is 

by no means complete; the word "trumpet" appears in 102 verses in the Bible): 
Numbers 10:1-10, Joshua 6:13-20, 2 Chronicles 5:11-14, 29:25-28, Ezekiel 33:1-9, 
Joel 2:1-16, Amos 3:6-8, Mt 24:29-31; 1 Corinthians 15:51-57, 1Thessolonians 
4:13-18.  What different purposes do the trumpets serve in these verses?  Which 
of these seem to be relevant to Revelation 8? 

 
3. Look again at 8:3-5.  Consider 6:9-11 and Psalm 141:2.  For what are the saints 

praying in chapter 6?  What is the relationship between those prayers in chapter 
6 and the events of chapter 8?  Look also at Ezekiel 10:1-7 and Luke 12:49. 

 
4. Look again at 8:7-12.  What are the common elements in the destruction that 

follows the blowing of each of the four trumpets?  For similar elements, see 
these passages in addition to the Exodus chapters noted above: Jeremiah 23:15, 
Isaiah 13:6-19 (esp 10). 

 
5. In John's vision, these events take place after those of chapter 6.  But we have 

seen that chapter 7 takes place prior to chapter 6, so sequence in John's vision 
does not necessarily imply sequence in time for the fulfillment of these 
prophecies.  Are the events of chapter 6 prior to, simultaneous with, or 
subsequent to those of chapter 8?  Look especially at 6:12-17 and 8:12. 

  
6. Why does God judge? Do you long for God's judgment?  Should you long for 

God's judgment?  What impact does the prospect of judgment (for you and for 
others) have on your life. Consider Mat 6:10.  

 
 
The Seven Trumpets, 8:2-11:19 
Seven angels blow seven trumpets.  The trumpets set in motion seven judgments 
leading up to the Second Coming (see Introduction: Structure).  The trumpets form the 
second cycle out of several that depict God’s rule over history from various angles.  Like 
the trumpets used in the battle of Jericho (Josh. 6), these trumpets lead up to the fall of 
the worldly city (11:13), and in the seventh trumpet the complete victory of God arrives. 
The trumpet plagues are reminiscent of the plagues on Egypt, signifying God’s 
judgments on idolatrous power. 



 
The seven seals began with announcements of riders commissioned to bring calamities 
(6:1-8).  The seven trumpets, by contrast, contain vivid descriptions of the calamities 
themselves.  The intensity of judgment has moved up.  Yet still some things are spared: 
most of the trumpet plagues fall on a third and not on all; the locust plague of 9:1-12 is 
over after five months; some people survive the collapse of the city in 11:13. By 
contrast, the later judgments with the bowls (15:1-16:21) are thoroughly devastating. 

 
The first four trumpet plagues (8:7-12) strike the four major regions of creation:  dry 
land, sea, fresh water, and sky.  The first four bowls affect the same four regions (16:1- 
 
9. The trumpet plagues strike 1/3 of the region, indicating a less intense judgment 

than the corresponding bowl judgment.  In this way the judgments in Revelation 
build up in intensity and in focus on the Second Coming, until 19:11-20:15. 

 
Within the period of the early church, these visions were fulfilled both through 
natural calamities and through analogous spiritual calamities afflicting the souls 
of the wicked. Within apocalyptic imagery the one type of calamity can 
represent the other. The general principles can be applied more broadly (see 
Introduction: Interpretation). Both human beings and the natural world undergo 
stress until the time of final renewal (Rom. 8:18-25). Final effects touching the 
natural world as well as human beings accompany the Second Coming (2 Pet. 
3:10, 12). 
 

Angels with the Seven Trumpets, 8:2-6 
The trumpet judgments issue from God’s angels, who stand before his throne (v. 2). The 
vision of 4:1-5:14 remains an anchor point for this new cycle of visions. Like the seal 
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judgments of 6:1-8:1, these judgments are executed according to God’s plan and in 
accord with his orders.  The prayers of the saints play a notable part in originating the 
judgments (vv. 3-4; cf. 5:8). For noises, lightning, and earthquake, see 4:5; 6:12. 
 
Blowing the First Four Trumpets, 8:7-13 

Trumpet Plague Parallel in 
Exodus 

1, in 8:7 hail and fire 7: hail and 
fire 

2, in 8:8-9 blood 1: blood 

3, in 8:10-11 bitter water  

4, in 8:12 darkness 9: darkness 

5, in 9:1-11 locusts 8: locusts 

6. in 9:13-21 army  

7, in 11:15-19 storm Exod. 19:16-19 

 
Hail and fire (v. 7) are reminiscent of the seventh Egyptian plague in Exodus 9:23-24.  As 
in the case of the Egyptian plagues, these judgments come from God against evildoers. 
They show that God is the true God, and call people to repentance.  Yet, like the 
Egyptians, people may harden themselves and not repent (cf. 9:20-21).  Some other 
trumpet plagues parallel other Egyptian plagues. 
After the fourth trumpet an eagle appears, indicating that even more terrible judgments 
follow in the last three trumpet plagues (v. 13).  He announces woe, a typical beginning 
to a prophetic oracle (for example, Amos 5:18; 6:1).  The three last trumpets are 
grouped together as three woes (9:12; 11:14).  These plagues explicitly discriminate 
between the righteous and the wicked, as did the later Egyptian plagues. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod.%2019.16-19
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exodus%209.23-24
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Amos%205.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Amos%206.1
http://www.frame-poythress.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/BRvCom6_html_m6b927aec.gif


The Chiastic Structure of Revelation 7–14 

 
7:1–9:21, The Sealing of the Saints and the Seven Trumpets 
 

10:1–11, The Angel and John (a True Prophet) 
 

11:1–14, The Church: Two Witnesses Prophesy for 1,260 
Days, Then Opposition from the Beast 
 

11:15–19, the Seventh Trumpet: “The kingdom of the world 
has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and 
he shall reign forever and ever.” Worship! 
 

12:1–13:10, The Church: The Woman Nourished for 1,260 
Days, Then Opposition from the Dragon and the Second Beast 
 

13:11–18, The Deceiving Beast (False Prophet) 
 

14:1–19:10, The Redemption of the Saints and the Bowls of Wrath 
 
 

 


