
Group Discussion Questions for 3/20/13: 
Revelation 5 

 
Read chapter 5 of Revelation at least twice, without looking at notes or commentaries.  Look 
again at Ezekiel 1, and read Ezekiel 2:1-3:4.  
 
 
(1) Look ahead into chapter 6 enough to get a feel for the content of this scroll.  What does 
"being worthy" have to do with being able to open this scroll?  What happens when the seals 
are broken?  What is it about Jesus that makes Him worthy to open the scroll?  Consider John 
8:7. 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) Why does John weep in verse 4?  Why does the lack of a worthy person produce such grief 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(3) In verse 5, we are told that the Lion of Judah, the Root of David has "overcome" or 
"triumphed," depending on the translation you use.  The word is the same one repeated in the 
promises that conclude the letters to the churches in chapters 2 and 3.   Look at these promises 
again, especially 3:21.  How did Jesus overcome or triumph in a way that makes Him worthy to 
open this scroll?  
 
 
 
 
 
(4) Who is speaking in verse 5?  See Isaiah 11:1-10 for Root, and Genesis 49:9.  What is Jacob 
prophesying about Judah?  How was that fulfilled?  Why are these titles -- "Lion of Judah, Root 
of David" -- important? 
 
 
 
 
(5) When John looks at the beginning of verse 6, what does he expect to see?  What does he 
see?  What is the purpose of this surprise? 
 



 
(6) A literal translation of the position of the Lamb:   "in the midst of the throne, and of the four 
living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, a Lamb ..." "Midst" is mesos; Mesopotamia 
means "the land in the midst of the rivers."  Mesos is also used for "middle," "center," or "most 
prominent position."  For example, in Mark 3:3 Jesus says to the man with the withered hand, 
"Rise up into the mesos," which is rendered in the NASB: "Rise and come forward."  So picture 
the throne, the lamb, the four living creatures, and the elders.  Where is the Lamb?  Why is this 
strange (and important)?  
 
 
 
 
 
(7) Identify three characteristics of the lamb that John notes, and explain why each is 
important.  
 
 
 
 
 
(8) In verse 8, why do the elders and creatures fall down before the lamb? What is the 
implication of this action? 
 
 
 
 
 
(9) Compare the songs sung to the Lamb in verses 9, 10, 12, and 13 to the praise spoken to God 
the Father in 4:8 and 4:11.  How are they similar?  How are they different?  Note who says the 
words, and how they are said, in addition to the words themselves.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(10) Compare verses 13 and 11 with verse 3.  To whom was the angel with the loud voice 
speaking in verse 3?  What is their eventual reaction? 
 

 
 
 



 
Commentary: 5:1-14 
Rev. 4 and 5 are two parts of a single magnificent vision of God’s glory (see on 4:1-5:14).         
5:1 introduces a second act within the vision.  From creation in 4:11, the action shifts in 5:1-14 
to a focus on redemption and re-creation.  God’s purposes of redemption and rule can be 
accomplished only through one uniquely worthy—Jesus Christ.  He is simultaneously the fierce 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, warring against God’s enemies (19:11-21; 17:14), and the gentle 
Lamb that has been slain, who purchased his people with the blood of his atoning sacrifice (5:9-
10).  Only God in his Trinitarian fullness can accomplish these unbelievable purposes.  Note the 
presence of the Father (“him who sat on the throne,” 5:1, 7), the Son (“Lamb,” 5:6-7), and the 
Spirit of God (5:6; see 1:4), who is the horns and eyes of the Lamb. 
A key element in this vision is the scroll.  The scroll might represent a number of things—God’s 
covenant, his law, his promises, his plans, or perhaps a legal will.  The close parallel with Daniel 
12:4 makes it most likely that the scroll is a heavenly book containing God’s plan and the 
destiny of the world.  The unsealing of the book implies the accomplishment of the things God 
has purposed.  John weeps (5:4) because he longs for God’s purposes to be accomplished 
(Matt. 6:10), but such a thing appears to be impossible.  However, through Christ’s decisive 
sacrifice a whole host is redeemed (5:9), and the purposes of the exodus and of man’s original 
dominion are finally fulfilled (5:10).   All things will be filled with praise for God and for the 
Lamb (5:11-14). 
5:1-14 constitutes the opening scene for the first cycle of judgments that lead up to the Second 
Coming of Christ (see Introduction: Outline).  The Lamb and the sealed scroll are introduced. 
The opening of the seals in 6:1-8:1 then sets in motion a series of judgments that have their 
origin in God’s throne and his counsel, and that issue in his consummate manifestation (see on 
6:12-17 and 8:1). 
The scroll in verse 1 contains God’s plan for history.  It is written on both sides, analogous to the 
prophetic plans and judgments of Ezekiel 2:9-10.  The writing on both sides suggests that the 
scroll is completely filled, with maximal contents.  God’s plan contains all the details.  But it is 
inaccessible, as the seven seals indicate.  No one is worthy to be the channel through which this 
plan of God can become known and be executed—no one except the Lamb.  John weeps 
because he senses the importance of this scroll (v. 4).  The destiny of John, of the church, of the 
universe itself hangs in the balance over the question of whether someone can open the scroll. 
An elder points to some of the qualifications of Christ (v. 5).  He is the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, alluding to the prophecy of Genesis 49:9-10.  Jacob, looking toward the future of his 
twelve sons, prophesies that the ruler will come from Judah.  His lion-like characteristics assure 
all the people of God that he will be strong and fierce and triumphant in fighting enemies.  He is 
also the Root of David, alluding to Isaiah 6:13; 11:1.  God indicated to David, who belonged to 
the tribe of Judah, that the line of rule would come through him and his descendants (2 Sam. 
7:12-16).  The line of descendants beginning with Solomon looks forward to a single great, 
everlasting king, as Isaiah makes clear.  But Jesus is not merely a descendant of David, which 
would make him merely a branch out of the root.  He is himself the root!  If we reckon merely 
by human physical descent, the descendant would be expected to be subject to the ancestor. 
But Jesus is Son of God as well as son of David, and has the primacy over David himself in terms 
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of his being, his spiritual qualifications, and his worthiness (cf. Matt. 22:41-46; Ps. 110:1; Isa. 
9:6). In fact, in term of ultimate reckoning, the love of God the Father for his Son is the basis on 
which God set his love on David and raised him to be king.  David exists for the sake of Christ 
rather than the other way around. 
After the elder has made his spectacular announcement, the naive reader would expect the 
appearance of a fierce, mighty warrior.  Instead, John sees a Lamb, and not only a lamb, but 
looking as if it had been slain.  The vision sets forth in dramatic form the central paradox and 
mystery of the Christian faith.  God achieved his triumph and delivered his people, not through 
the fireworks of military might, but through the weakness of the crucifixion.  This way of doing 
things is an offense to worldly ways of thinking: 
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”  Where is the wise man?  Where is the 
scholar?  Where is the philosopher of this age?  Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world?  For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God 
was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.  Jews 
demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified:  a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. (1 Cor. 1:18-24). 
Christ’s achievement is unique, but it also sets the pattern for Christians.  We are to fight the 
spiritual battles with the forces of wickedness, not with human military or political strength but 
with endurance, purity, and faithfulness to Christ, even to the point of death.  Martyrdom, 
which looks like defeat to worldly eyes, seals the saints’ victory, because it appropriates the 
final victory of Christ in his death and resurrection.  “They overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from 
death” (Rev. 12:11; cf. 11:11-12; 20:4). 
The Lamb stands in the center, surrounded by the living creatures and the elders, because he is 
no ordinary angelic servant of God, but the unique mediator of both creation and redemption 
(Col. 1:13-20), the focal point for all of God’s plan (Eph. 1:10).  He has seven horns and seven 
eyes, symbolic of his worthiness and ability.  Horns frequently represent means of power (Dan. 
7:8; 8:3; Ps. 89:17; 92:10), in this case the power of Christ’s Spirit-filled eternal life (1 Cor. 
15:45; John 3:34; Rom. 8:11).  The seven spirits of God are the sevenfold fullness of the Holy 
Spirit, as in 1:4; 4:5 (see also Zech. 3:9; 4:10). 
The Lamb took the scroll, signifying that he is the only One worthy to mediate God’s plan. 
Accordingly, the living creatures and the elders acknowledge his worthiness and praise him.  
The golden bowls full of incense link up with the incense in Old Testament worship (Exod. 30:1-
10, 34-38).  As burning incense rises up to heaven with a sweet smell, so the prayers of God’s 
people ascend to heaven and are a “sweet smell” to him, acceptable because of the 
intercession of Christ and the Holy Spirit (Heb. 7:23-25; Rom. 8:26-27). 
The song of the living creatures and the elders in verses 9-10 recognizes the worthiness of the 
Lamb in harmony with what we have already observed in verses 1-6.  The slaying of the Lamb, 
in crucifixion, is paradoxically the foundation for his triumph and redemption.  This triumph 
through weakness is foolishness to the world, but it was already anticipated in the exodus from 
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Egypt, where the blood of lambs purchased freedom for the sons of Israel.  Now there is a new 
and final purchase, not through animal blood, but the blood of the Son of God himself: 
He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy 
Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.  The blood of goats 
and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify 
them so that they are outwardly clean.  How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from 
acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! (Heb. 9:12-14; cf. 10:4-10) 
The redemption through the Lamb extends not only to the tribes of Israel, but to every tribe 
and language and people and nation (v. 9).  In spiritual battle, both God and Satan claim 
allegiances on a cosmic, universal scale (7:9; 10:11; 11:9; 12:5; 13:7; 14:6, 8; 15:4; 17:15; 18:3; 
19:15; 20:3).  But through the merit and power of Christ’s sacrifice, God’s purposes will be 
accomplished, fulfilling the Abrahamic promise of blessing to all nations (21:24-27; 7:9-17; Isa. 
60:1-5; Gen. 12:3; 22:18).  They become a kingdom and priests, as in 1:6.  Israel was a type, and 
the fulfillment is an antitype.  The unique status that belonged to Israel in Exodus 19:5-6 
extends to all the saints in all nations, in antitypical form. 
In verses 11-14 praise extends outward.  It started with the inner circles represented by the 
living creatures and the elders.  Now the extended hosts of angels take up the praise.  And then 
the earth and its creatures as well (v. 13).  The destiny of the entire universe is here 
adumbrated.  All things find their fulfillment and the true meaning of their being in a climax of 
service to God and revelation of his glory. 
 
 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%209.12-14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.4-10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.%2060.1-5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.%2060.1-5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen.%2012.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2022.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exodus%2019.5-6

