
ARTICLE 2- STATEMENT OF FAITH AND COVENANT 

 

SECTION 2.01 – STATEMENT OF FAITH 

 

 

A. Triune God   

(Genesis 1:1)  We believe that there is one, and only one, living and true God.  He is an infinite, 

intelligent Spirit (John 4:24), and His name is JEHOVAH (Exodus 6:3).  He is the Supreme Ruler and 

Creator of Heaven and Earth.  He is inexpressibly glorious in holiness, and worthy of all possible honor, 

confidence, love and worship.  In the unity of the Godhead (Trinity) there are three persons, the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Ghost (1John 5:7).  Each person of the Trinity is equal in every divine perfection, 

executing distinct but harmonious offices in the great work of redemption.  God is all powerful (Job 

42:2), all knowing (Proverbs 5:21), eternal (Psalm 90:2), and He is everywhere (Psalm139:8).  God is the 

uncaused cause of everything that is, will be, or was (Romans 11:33-36). 

 

B. God the Father 

We believe in God the Father.  He is an infinite and personal spirit, perfect in holiness, wisdom, power 

and love (Matthew 5:48). We believe that He reigns mercifully in the affairs of men, that He hears and 

answers prayer, and that He saves from sin and death all who come to Him through Jesus Christ (Romans 

5:1-2), whom He lovingly sent to the world to die for sin (1John 3:1, John 3:16). 

 

C. God the Son   

(Matthew 1:21) We believe in the person and work of Jesus Christ, God's only begotten and eternal Son 

(John 1:1, 14), conceived by the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:18).  We believe in His virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14), 

sinless life (Hebrews 4:15), miracles (John 11:47), and teachings (John 6:63).  We believe in His 

substitutionary atoning death (Romans 3:24-25), bodily resurrection (Matthew 28:6), ascension into 

heaven (Acts 1:9), perpetual intercession for His people (Hebrews 7:25), and imminent personal visible 

return to earth (Revelation 19:11-16). 

 

D. God the Holy Spirit 

We believe in the person of the Holy Spirit who came forth from the Father and Son (John 15:26) to 

convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment (John 16:8), and to regenerate, sanctify, and 

empower all who believe in Jesus Christ (Acts 1:8).  We believe that the Holy Spirit indwells and seals 

every believer in Christ (Ephesians 4:30), and that He is an abiding helper, comforter, teacher and guide 

(John 14:26). 

 

  



E. Scripture  

We believe that the  66 books of the Holy Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, were originally written by 

men divinely inspired and superintended by God, and that God breathed His Word through them as they 

were supernaturally carried along by the Holy Spirit (2Timothy 3:16, 2Peter 1:20-21).  This is the process 

known as “verbal (the words), plenary (complete) inspiration (God breathed).”  It is a perfect treasure of 

heavenly instruction for it has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth without any mixture of 

error for its matter (Psalm 12:6).  It has been preserved through the ages and shall stand forever (Isaiah 

40:8, Mark 13:31).  The Bible is the final authority in all matters of faith and practice (Hebrews 4:12).   

 

Noteworthy:  We have an organizational commitment to use the King James Version as the standardized 

translation of our pastors and teachers.   

 

F. Satan  

We believe Satan is real and was created perfect as a Cherub called Lucifer.  In pride he rebelled against 

God, fell from Heaven and became the author of sin (Isaiah 14:11-12).  He appeared to tempt Adam and 

Eve in Eden which resulted in the fall of man (Genesis 3).  He was then cursed by God, yet remains the 

most powerful of created beings (Genesis 3:14-15).  His desire is to be equal with God and to destroy the 

people of God (1Peter 5:8).  Satan and his army will be destroyed and he will be cast into a lake of fire 

forever.  Satan loses. (Revelation 20:10). 

 

G. Mankind   

We believe that God is Creator and maker of all things.  He spoke all things into existence from nothing 

and formed man from the dust of the ground (Genesis 2:7) after His own image and constitution of person 

(Genesis 1:26-27).  Mankind is therefore the climax of creation.  The first man was Adam, and the first 

woman was his wife Eve, who was made from his body (Genesis 2:21-23).   

 

H. Original Sin and The Sin Curse  

We believe that man was lovingly created in God’s image (Genesis 1:26).  We believe that man was 

created intelligent and innocent (Genesis 2:16-17), but by voluntary transgression fell from that state, 

succumbing to Satan’s temptation (Genesis 3).  The consequence of which is that all mankind are now 

sinners (Romans 3:23) by birth and by choice.  Mankind is by nature totally depraved and devoid of the 

holiness required by the law of God (1Peter 1:16) and is positively inclined to evil.  Mankind, because of 

the sinful condition is under just condemnation (Romans 5:12-14). 

 

  



I.  Redemption (Salvation) 

 

1.  We believe that God, freely and wholly by His grace alone, saves sinners (Romans 3:24-26).  By 

redemption, we mean that process whereby God repairs the damage of the sin curse, wherein He redeems 

sinners from the power and penalty of sin.  This is an endeavor initiated by God in eternity past when 

Christ was slain and His blood was shed as the only acceptable payment of all sin (1Peter 1:18-20, 

Revelation 13:8).  There are three primary aspects of God’s redemption of the sinner:  Salvation, 

Sanctification, and Glorification (Romans 8:29-30).  Every aspect of redemption is engaged, enabled and 

empowered by the grace of the Gospel of Jesus Christ (1Corinthians 15:1-4).  

 

2.  God’s Sovereignty and Man’s Responsibility Concerning Salvation:  We teach that in His sovereignty, 

God allowed man a free will to accept or reject the salvation that He has provided through Christ.  It is 

God’s will that all would be saved and that none would perish (2Peter 3:9).  God ordained that man’s 

destiny depends upon man’s choice to repent and believe the Gospel (2Thessolonians 2:13-14).    

 

3.  The 3 Stages of Redemption:   

 

a)  Salvation is the beginning of redemption.  Salvation is the deliverance, by the gifted grace of God 

(Ephesians 2:8-9), from the eternal penalty of sin.  It is born in our souls through the two inseparable 

graces of repentance (2Peter 3:9, Acts 11:16-18), and faith (Ephesians 1:1-14) in Christ’s sacrifice for sin 

(Colossians 1:12-15).  Salvation happens as the sinner at God’s compelling:  

 

1) Realizes his sinfulness and subsequent hopeless condemnation before a Holy God and in godly sorrow, 

changes his mind about sin (agrees that it is evil), himself (agrees that he is sinful), and God (agrees that 

God is holy).  This change of mind causes the sinner to turn to Christ alone for salvation.  This is called 

Repentance.  

 

2) Along with the grace of Repentance, the sinner trusts and believes fully in the Gospel and person of 

Jesus Christ as his only hope for forgiveness of sin.  This is called Faith.   

 

At this moment the sinner is regenerated and becomes a child of the loving Father (1John 3:1) and is 

saved from an eternity in Hell which is the penalty for sin (Revelation 14:10-11).  Through repentance 

and faith, the sinner’s debt has been paid by the blood of God the Son, Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:7).  The 

sinner is now legally justified as he is declared righteous in the court of God holiness having had Christ’s 

righteousness imputed to him (2Corinthians 5:21, Romans 5:1). 

  

b)  Sanctification is the progressive totality of our whole life with Christ as we live on this earth.  It is the 

physical continuation of the redemption that God began in us when we were born again as we were saved 

from sin (Philippians 1:6).  Jesus’ explanation of sanctification is His disciples learning to follow His 

example in their own lives (John 17:17-19).  As we grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ (2Peter 

3:18), we must grow to more closely resemble Jesus, and less resemble ourselves before He saved us 



(John 3:30, Galatians 4:19).  Sanctification is the daily battle wherein by God’s strength and grace, our 

new man (our justified soul and spirit) wins the battle over our old man (our still sin cursed bodies and its 

desires) (Ephesians 4:22-24, Colossians 3:5-16).  God saves sinners by his grace alone, unto a sanctified 

life of good works which is the fruit of a regenerated heart (James 4:14-26). 

  

c)  Glorification is our final eternal state in Jesus Christ after we die.  Upon salvation, our standing was 

immediately in Heaven because that is where Jesus is, and we are in Him (Ephesians 2:4-6).  As long as 

we live on earth in sanctification, our state is here and separate from our Heavenly standing.  In 

glorification we are with Christ and made completely perfect.  The spiritual finality of our salvation and 

the physical reality of our sanctification will finally join perfectly for our new man will be given a new 

sinless body (1John 3:2, Colossians 3:4).  

 

4.  God’s Grace in Salvation 

  

a)  Total Depravity of Mankind:  Grace that is required.  

Through Adam we are born dead spiritually and are therefore condemned to physical death and eternal 

Hell.  Man is completely sinful, and unable to pursue God because of this genetic and willful condition.  

Apart from the grace of God, human beings can neither think, will, nor do anything good, including 

believe. (Isaiah 64:6, Jeremiah 17:9, Psalm 51:5, 1Corinthians 2:14, Romans 3:9-18)   

 

b)  Common Grace of God:  Grace that provides.   

This is God’s provision for creation in spite of the sin curse.  Such grace makes the rain fall, the sun shine 

and crops grow.  This grace, through the human conscience, also gives creation the ability to exist in 

relative peace, harmony, and civility.  It keeps totally depraved mankind from living constantly in utter 

depravity (maximum level of evil against one another and God continually and without conscience).  

Common grace benefits every man, but makes no man a child of God. (Acts 14:15-17, Luke 6:35-36, 

Matthew 5:45, Psalm 145:9) 

 

Concerning salvation, the grace of God has appeared to all men and is revealed to all men (Titus 2:11), 

and that by grace Christ draws all men to Himself (John 12:32).  There are none who would pursue God 

of his own volition but for this goodness of God leading them to a point of repentance and faith 

(2Timothy 2:25, Romans 2:4).  This grace allows totally depraved mankind the ability to choose Jesus 

Christ in spite of his natural inability.  This Grace of God, by illumination, allows spiritually dead men 

the capacity to repent and believe the Gospel (John 11:25, John 6:44) 

 

c)  Unlimited Atonement:  Grace that is available. 

The shed blood of Jesus Christ and His bodily resurrection were provided freely for the salvation of all 

people, but is effective only for “whosoever will” choose, by God’s grace to repent and believe the 

Gospel.  Christ’s death and resurrection provide the only grounds for salvation, and only those who 

believe in Jesus Christ become born again of the Holy Spirit (regenerated) and thus become children of 

God.  (John 3:16, Hebrews 9:24-28, 2Peter 3:9) 



 

d)  Divine Election:  Grace that chooses.   

God’s Elect are those who respond to Him in repentance (change of mind and attitude toward God and 

sin) and faith (full trust and belief in Christ alone) (Romans 8:29-30, 1Peter 1:2).  Repentance and faith 

are gifts from God and are inseparable graces (Ephesians 2:8-10, 2Timothy 2:25).  God’s Election, based 

upon His eternal foreknowledge is preconditioned by His will to grant repentance to those whom He 

foresees as putting their faith in Christ.  (John 1:12-13, Ephesians 1:1-7, Romans 10:8-13) 

 

e)  Assurance of Salvation:  Grace that keeps.   

Also called Eternal Security of the Believer   

We believe that God keeps what is His.  God predestinates the Elect for final salvation and glorification 

(Romans 8:29-30).  The salvation of a soul is a one time and permanent transaction (Ephesians 1:7-14).  

The atoning work of Christ in the regeneration of the sinner eternally unites the redeemed with the Father 

through spiritual adoption (Romans 8:14-17).  What Christ has done cannot be undone and what He has 

started cannot be stopped.  Anyone who truly departs from the faith and legitimately rejects exclusive 

faith in Christ does not lose their salvation, but rather they manifest that they never were authentically 

converted at all (1John 2:19); only God knows who truly belongs to Him.  (Philippians 1:6, 

1Thessolonians 5:23-24) 

 

J. Eternal State  

We believe that there is an eternal state reserved for the righteous, and another for the wicked.  We 

believe that when this life ends, every person goes into eternity and wherever they go, they are there 

forever (Daniel 12:2, Matthew 25:46).  For the beneficiaries of God’s salvation, there is eternal life to 

anticipate (1Thessolonians 4:17).  For those who reject God’s salvation through Christ, there is only 

eternal death and Hell (2Thessolonians 1:8-9, Revelation 14:10-11).   

 

K. Creation   

We believe that “In the beginning God created the Heaven and the Earth” (Genesis 1:1) as recorded in 

Genesis.  We believe that God spoke the world into existence (Genesis 1:3) and that His creative work 

lasted 6 literal days (Exodus 20:11).  God created everything and the height of God’s creativity was Adam 

and Eve, the first people (Genesis 1:26-29, 2:18-25).  

 

L.  The Church  

We believe in the local church, consisting of a company of believers in Jesus Christ who have been 

baptized upon a credible profession of faith in Him (Acts 2:41-47).  The church is associated for worship 

(John  4:23-24), discipleship (Matthew 28:16-20), fellowship (1John 1:3), and stewardship (Matthew 

25:14-30, 2 Corinthians 9:6-7).  We believe that God has laid upon the members of the local church the 

primary task of giving the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a lost world (Mark 16:15).   

 



We also believe in a universal church (Matthew 16:13-19), a living spiritual body (1Corinthians 12:12-

14) which began on the day of Pentecost, of which Christ is the head and all regenerated people are 

members (Ephesians 4:1-16, 5:22-32).  The local church is an expression and microcosm of the universal 

church.   

 

 

M.  The Ordinances of the Church   

We believe that the only two ordinances given to the church are Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  Both 

ordinances were commanded by Christ and practiced by the Apostles in the early church.  

 

1.  Christian Baptism is the immersion in water of a believer (Matthew 3:16, Acts 8:36-39), in the name 

of the Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost (Matthew 28:19).  It is symbolic obedience.  It shows in a solemn 

and beautiful emblem, our faith in the crucified, buried, and risen Savior, with its effect, in our death to 

sin and resurrection to a new life (Romans 6:1-6).  Baptism is pre-requisite to the privileges of local 

church relationship (Acts 2:41-47).  

 

2.  Lord’s Supper is also called Communion and The Lord’s Table.  It is the symbolic observance and 

memorial of the broken body and shed blood of Christ.  We do not believe that there is any grace 

transmitted through the elements of the unleavened bread and wine.  We do not believe that Christ is 

present in the elements either.  The Lord’s Supper is a solemn observance of Christ’s sacrifice for sin and 

is not to be partaken in a flippant or sinful manner.  (Matthew 26:26-28, Luke 22:14-20, 1 Corinthians 

11:23-34) 

 

N. The Dispensational Basis 

We believe that the Scriptures are to be interpreted on a dispensational basis.  All of God’s dealings with 

man in every age have been underwritten by grace and appropriated by faith, and rests upon the atoning 

power of the shed blood of Christ.  However it is apparent in Scripture that God dealt differently with 

man throughout the ages of redemptive history.  God has by revelation, in the different dispensations, 

graciously set forth parameters and responsibilities, the obedience to which were and are the expression of 

man’s faith and proof of his righteousness. 

 

O. God’s Sovereignty  

We believe in the sovereignty of God, but that He is not the author or approver of sin nor the destroyer of 

the free will and responsibility of man.  Nothing has ever happened that God did not either permit or 

direct, and He has never been surprised.  As the Sovereign of all eternity, God is the supreme authority; 

setting every parameter and every ultimate consequence.  We believe God’s sovereignty is linked to His 

authority and the constant unity of His attributes, not constant dictatorial control.  His sovereign will and 

governance is evident in every way, including His complete control of situations; limited involvement in 

situations; or absence from situations.  God has supreme right and authority as Sovereign to be as 

involved or uninvolved as He wills according to His pleasure.  (Ephesians 1:11) 

 



P.   The Great Commission  

We believe in a Gospel Church.  Jesus established the church (Matthew 16:18) and gave the Great 

Commission to His disciples to go and make more disciples (Matthew 28:16-20).  Everything that the 

church does must be to the glory of God in the fulfillment of the Great Commission in the evangelism, 

baptism, and discipleship of all nations.  It is God’s will that the church pursues evangelistic endeavors 

and participates in the support of Gospel ministries.  Additionally, we believe in Mercy Ministries.  The 

church has been called to relieve all forms of human suffering, especially spiritual suffering.  It is 

essential that beyond the efforts of evangelism, that the church also, in Jesus’ name serve the poor, needy, 

hungry, and homeless.  (James 2:15-16, Matthew 15:32) 

 

Q.  Last Things 

We believe that God wins the battle against sin and Satan.  The following is the chronological sequence 

of events which we believe is taught in Scripture. 

 

1.  The Rapture 

We believe that the event that starts these last things is the Rapture of the Church by Jesus Christ which is 

also called the Blessed Hope of the Saints.  This is the monumental event where Jesus Christ calls all 

believers up from this world to meet Him in the clouds.  Those who are dead in the grave will be called 

up from it, and those who are alive will be called up from life.  This event is imminent and can happen at 

any time.  Our position is that the Rapture takes place before the Tribulation and before the Millennial 

Reign of Christ. (1Thessolonians 4:13-18, 1Corinthians 15:50-58) 

 

2.  The Tribulation 

We believe that the Rapture precedes the Tribulation period.  The Tribulation is a time of Satanic rule and 

deception and will last for 7 years beginning with a peace treaty between Israel and Satan’s powerful 

servant, the Anti Christ (also called the Beast).  This begins with 3 ½ years of peace and prosperity and 

ends with 3 ½ years of devastation, destruction, and absolute Satanic chaos.   We believe that it is 

possible for people to be saved during the Tribulation. (Daniel 9:24-27 which fulfills Daniels 70th week 

of prophecy, Matthew 24) 

 

3.  The Judgment Seat of Christ  

We believe that the Rapture of the Church also begins the Judgment Seat of Christ.  This is the place 

where church age Saints are judged by Christ for the stewardship of their lives, and it culminates either in 

lavish reward or lack of reward.  All Christians are encouraged to live their lives with the Judgment Seat 

of Christ in view.  (1Corinthians 3:10-15, Romans 14:10-12, 2Corinthians 5:1-11) 

 

4.  The Marriage Supper of the Lamb  

We believe that the Church Age Saints are the Bride of Christ.  After the Church faces the Judgment Seat 

of Christ, and upon completion of the Tribulation, she is presented to Him clean, pure, and holy.  This 

culminates in a celebration at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb where the Church (the Body, Building, 

and Bride) of Jesus Christ, and the redeemed of all ages begin their eternity together.  Besides the Bride 



of Christ, guests at the Marriage Supper will include the Old Testament Saints and the Tribulation 

Martyrs.  (Ephesians 5:25-27, Revelation 19:7-10) 

 

5.  The Second Coming of Christ  

Also called The Second Advent.  We believe that Jesus is coming to Earth again.  He came humbly the 

first time as a Suffering Servant (Isaiah 53), but is coming next time as the conquering “KING OF 

KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS!”  At His Second Coming the armies of the world commanded by the 

Beast will endeavor to make war against Jesus and His army at the Battle of Armageddon.  This results in 

the total destruction of the worlds systems and it’s armies who stand against Jesus.  The Beast and his 

False Prophet are thrown into the Lake of Fire for eternal punishment.  (Revelation 19:11-21, Isaiah 63:1-

6) 

 

6.  The Millennial Reign of Christ  

We believe that at His Second Coming, Christ will set up His Kingdom on Earth and that it will last for 

1,000 years (one millennium).  Upon defeat, Satan will be chained and cast into the bottomless pit during 

the millennium.  Christ will reign over His Kingdom with a rod of iron and His Saints with Him.  The 

Millennial Reign comes to a close with Satan being loosed from his prison, and he again deceives many, 

turning them against Jesus, and once again gathers an army against Him.  The Satanic army is consumed 

by fire from Heaven, and Satan is thrown into the Lake of Fire for eternal punishment.  (Revelation 20:1-

10) 

 

7.  The Great White Throne of Judgment   

We believe in a final judgment for the unredeemed dead of all ages which will take place at the Great 

White Throne of God.  In accordance to this final judgment, the first heaven and Earth will be destroyed 

by fire (2Peter 3:7-13).  The unredeemed will be judged by God according to their rejection of Christ, and 

according to their works which cannot justify any man (Ephesians 2:8-9).  These who are not found in the 

Lambs Book of Life, are cast with death and Hell into the Lake of Fire for all eternity.  (Revelation 20:11-

15, 21:8) 

 

8.  The New Creation We believe that God will make all things new (Revelation 21:5).  Now that God has 

eternally separated the righteous from the wicked, He creates new heavens, a new Earth, and a New 

Jerusalem.  It is all perfect in every way and its beauty is beyond imagination.  There is no more presence 

of sin because Jesus defeated sin once and for all.  The redeemed from all the ages are now glorified and 

the sin cursed earth and atmosphere has been replaced.  There is no more sun, for the Son of God lights 

the new Creation with His Glory!  The redeemed of all ages will forever be with God in perfect Holy 

worship and adoration. (Revelation 21-22:6) This is Heaven, This is Eternity, God wins.  

 

  



R.   Religious Liberty 

We believe in true religious liberty.  We believe that all matters of religion should be proposition and not 

imposition.  Our conviction of Religious Liberty is expressed in the following three areas: 

  

1.  Priesthood of the Believer   

We believe that every believer is a priest, both before God for himself, and for fellow believers and for 

persons in the world for whom Christ died.  As believer priests, the Christian has direct access to God 

without the need for any intermediary to make the connection. (1 Peter 2:1-10, Revelation 1:5-6) 

 

2.  Ecclesiastical Separation   

We believe in a church’s right to independent self government.  Christ is the Head of the church and leads 

through congregationally elected leadership.  While we embrace cooperation and participation between 

likeminded believers, we reject the idea of denominational interference and control over the local church. 

(Acts 6:1-6, 13:1-4, Matthew 18:15-17) 

 

3.  Separation of Church and State   

We believe in a church’s right to self govern and operate according to the Scriptures, free from 

government interference.  While the church is to cooperate with the state whenever possible as long as 

there is no violation of Scripture, we reject the idea of a state controlled church in any form.  (Acts 4:18-

20, 5:29, Matthew 22:21)   

 

4.  Liberty of Conscience  

We believe that every person is free to think and believe however they choose.  This human liberty 

extends to every arena of life, both material and immaterial.  While we believe in the right to peacefully 

challenge differing beliefs; we support the liberty to hold and pursue any type of belief system, even if it 

is wrong.  

 

S.  Christian Testimony 

We believe that a Christian should live for the glory of God and the well-being of his fellow men.  His 

conduct should be blameless before the world and he should be a faithful steward of his positions and 

possessions as a representative of Jesus.   Additionally, Christians should not, and a member of this 

church shall not bring civil lawsuit against other believers or the church in a personal dispute.  Christians 

should endeavor to lead lives becoming of the Gospel thus positively reflecting Jesus Christ and the 

Christian community abroad.  (1Corinthians 6:1-8, 19-20, Titus 2, Ephesians 6:10-20) 

 

T. The Grace of Giving 

We believe that every Christian, as a steward of that portion of God’s wealth graciously entrusted to him, 

is obligated to financially support the local church.  We believe that God established the tithe before the 

Mosaic Law as the basis for giving (Genesis 14:20).  The principle of the tithe, though not commanded in 



the New Testament, is uncontested, and has been the historical Christian standard of financial giving.  

The New Testament shows that financial support of the church and its ministries is to be done 

sacrificially, faithfully, cheerfully, purposely, and relative to income levels.  The church member 

relinquishes all rights to direct the usage of his financial gift once it has been made.  (Proverbs 3:9-10, 1 

Corinthians 16:2, 2Corinthians 9:6-7, 1Timothy 5:17-18)  

 

U.  Marriage & Sexuality 

We believe that the only biblical and therefore appropriate sexual relationship is between heterosexual 

people who have been united in marriage (Genesis 1:27-28).  Any sexuality outside of those bonds such 

as fornication, adultery, homosexuality, bisexuality, bestiality, pedophilia, pornography, incest, 

transvestism, and gender reassignment is unscriptural and sinful.  Such things will be publicly and 

privately instructed against, and church members in unrepentant sexual sin may be subject to church 

discipline and can be removed from position and membership, or refused membership altogether.  

However, every person is welcomed to attend regular services and functions and should never be directly 

disrespected or humiliated by any member of the church.  (Romans 1:18-32, 1Corinthians 6:9) 

 

V.   Sanctity of Life 

We believe that God ordains life as the giver of life.  Life begins at conception and we are against 

abortion, euthanasia, assisted suicide, and murder.  Additionally we are against all forms of slavery and 

human trafficking.  Our position on the sanctity of human life is immaterial of any judicial ruling or law.  

We believe that if a person takes a life unjustly, that they forfeit their own right to live.  (Genesis 1:26, 

2:7, 9:6, Psalms 139:13-17, Jeremiah 1:5) 

 

W.   Spiritual Gifts 

We believe that God has given gifts to people within the church, and therefore has given these gifts to the 

church. (Romans 12:6-8, 1Corinthians 12:4-11, 28)  We believe that these gifts are rightly divided into 

two categories.   

 

1.  Ministry Gifts:  We believe that the gifts of ministry are still relevant and have not ceased for they are 

for the building and strengthening of the church.  There are generally two types of these gifts. 

 

a) Speaking Gifts:  Prophesy, Teaching, Wisdom, Knowledge, and Exhortation.   

b) Serving Gifts:  Leadership, Faith, Mercy, Helps, Giving, and Discernment.  

 

2.  Miracle Gifts:  These Miracle Gifts were Tongues, Interpretation of Tongues, Healing, and Miraculous 

Works.  We believe that the gifts of miracles were temporary “sign gifts” so that unbelievers could see the 

authenticity of the Apostles and Christianity in the establishment of the early church.  We believe these 

gifts have ceased upon completion of Scripture, because Scripture is self authenticating. (2Corinthians 

12:12, Hebrews 2:3-4)  

 



X.  Angels and Demons 

We believe that Angels are an order of spirit beings created by God.  They were created for special 

purposes and possess their own wills, intelligence, emotions, personalities, but do not have permanent 

physical bodies.  Angels have a higher knowledge beyond humans because they are in a higher created 

order.  They are tasked as worshipers, servants, messengers, warriors, and encouragers.  They walk 

among us and we are unaware of their presence. (Hebrews 1:13-14, Acts 12:5-10, Isaiah 6:1-3)   

 

Additionally, we believe that demons are evil angels who followed Satan and are also fallen with him.  

They have the same attributes of their Angel counterparts.  They are agents of Satan and are at war 

against God and man and are held at bay by the Holy Spirit and the Angels who oppose them.  They 

cannot be forgiven or redeemed. (Jude 6, James 2:19, Matthew 8:28-29) 

 

Y. Civil Government 

We believe that God not only ordains civil government but reigns as Sovereign in the kingdoms of men.  

Even bad government is superior to no government, and all government is appointed by God.  We are to 

respect and pray for our rulers and magistrates and seek to live peaceably with them.  In instances where a 

choice must be made to obey God over government, believers are to do so as civilly as individual 

conscience allows, or until civility is no longer a realistic possibility (Proverbs 21:1, Romans 13:1-7) 

 

Z. Israel 

We believe that Israel is God’s chosen national people (Genesis 28:13-15). We believe Israel is distinct 

from the church and central to God’s plan in the past, present, and future.  The unfulfilled prophecies 

given to Israel in the Old Testament will find their literal fulfillment in Israel at a future time (Psalm 

105:6-10). 

 

  



SECTION 2.02 – AUTHORITY OF THE STATEMENT OF FAITH 

This Statement of Faith does not exhaust the extent of our faith and beliefs.  The Bible itself is the sole 

and final source of all that we believe.  We do believe, however, that the foregoing Statement of Faith 

reasonably represents the teaching of Scripture and, therefore, is binding on all members.  Some items in 

the Statement of Faith may be considered positional or debatable in nature and a member may not fully 

agree or accept the stated position, but must render deference for the sake of unity.  Public or legal 

exception by any member to any part of this Statement of Faith is out of order. 

 

SECTION 2.03 – COVENANT 

 

As Community Baptist Church we understand that the Bible is the final authority in all matters of faith 

and practice.  We understand that the main focus of this church is to glorify Jesus Christ through the 

fulfillment of the Great Commission, which is to proclaim the Gospel and make disciples of all nations. 

 

Having been joined in the Body of Christ through faith in the Gospel, and having been baptized upon that 

profession of faith, we join in biblical community and covenant together.  

 

We shall pursue worship.  We understand that as members of this congregation we have an obligation to 

live lives of worship both privately and publicly.  We understand that we are privileged and obligated to 

faithfully gather together so that we can worship God in spirit and truth. 

 

We shall pursue fellowship.  We understand that Christian fellowship is absolutely essential to the 

strength and vitality of this congregation.  We agree that we need to forge healthy Christ-centered 

relationships with our fellow members.  We see the church as a family and therefore must guard against 

exclusion and division.  We agree to do whatever is necessary to maintain unity in the church with 

authority and fellow members. 

 

We shall pursue discipleship.  We understand that we are called to be followers of Jesus Christ and that 

we are to grow personally in our discipleship and help others grow in their discipleship.  We agree that we 

are obligated to pursue a Christian testimony to positively reflect Jesus Christ and His church.  We 

understand that we must faithfully give ourselves to Bible study and prayer, both individually and 

together. 

 

We shall pursue stewardship.  We understand that all we are and have belongs to God.  Our time, 

financial resources, and talents are not ours to use on ourselves alone.  God allows us to have what we 

have and we are obligated to give a portion back to Him through the local church.  We will endeavor to 

faithfully and generously support church operations, Gospel missions, and ministries of mercy with our 

financial resources. 

 

May the grace of God be with us all, Amen. 


