
ESSENGER  
 
 

FACTS AND FIGURES: 2017 Weekly Budget - $9,619.00
 2017 YTD Budget - $250,094.00 
 2017 YTD Actual -$264,172.03 
 

5/28           6/4           6/11           6/18       6/25 
Offering   $9,935.   $6,387.     $10,989.    $11,317.   $10,245. 

Worship        246       251      221             229+        250 
S.S.105       99+             95+            77+         108 
 

 

It’s a Girl! 
Rylee Jo Engel 

Born June 18, 2017 

Stats: 7 lbs. 5 oz.  - 20.5 in. long 

Parents – Denny & Melissa 

Siblings – Mady, Mckenzie & Rylan 
 

 

 
WOMEN’S TNT 

July 20th– 6:30 p.m. 
 [Thursday Night Talk every 3

rd
 Thursday of each month] 

 

Join us on July 20th(the third Thursday each month) for 

a once-a-month; 5 session; NO homework; video 

Bible study by Jen Pollock Michel called Teach Us To 

Want in Classroom 1.  For more information contact 

Mary Kay Holloway at marykay.hollo@ymail.com  

or 309-825-5246.  

 

Ladies Only Pool Party & Bonfire Night 

July 22nd – 5:00 p.m. 

At the home of Sherry Robards Cottone 

1307 Alexander Rd., Bloomington 
 

Burgers and hot dogs will be provided.  Please bring 

chips, sides and drinks for this event. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

DINNER 
Homemade Soups:  Chili, Chicken Noodle & 

Vegetable 

Gondola Sandwiches 

Vegetable Tray 

Assorted Dessert 

Beverages 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

5th Sunday Family Worship 

Sunday, July 30th 

 

 

Area Men’s Fellowship at CPCC 

Tuesday, August 1st – 7 p.m. 
 

Rusty Richards of Minier Christian Church  

will be our speaker this year. 

 

 
 

Faith and Family Day  
At the Corn Crib 

Sunday, August 6
th

 
 

11 a.m. – Church Service 
 

Note:  We will have a traditional service at CPCC at 9 a.m. 
 

 

4 p.m. – Cornbelters Game 
 

Box Seat Tickets - $10 each 
[Section 106, Rows C- F, Seats 4-12] 

 

Tickets are available for pick-up at thechurch during office hours 

or on Sunday morning. 
 

 

Glorifying God and Making Disciples who are becoming more like Jesus. 
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Sunday Schedule: 
Traditional Worship……………….9:00 a.m. 
  Bible School All Ages……………  9:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Worship………….10:30 a.m. 
  Early Childhood Children’s Church- 
  Elementary Children’s Church & 
Adult Classes……………………….10:30 a.m. 

 

MESSENGER DATE: 
Notice: Our next Messenger will be published 
July 26thwhich will include the August,  2017 
calendar.   If you have any announcements that 
need to be published prior to that time they will 
be printed in the Sunday bulletin.  Items for the 
bulletin need to be in the office by Wednesday 
afternoon.  

 

 
COOKOUT NIGHT 

July 14th– 6:30 p.m. 
at the home of Julie Luthe 

2801 Richard Rd, Bloomington 
 

THANK YOU! 
 

Thank you College Park Christian Church for all the 
assistance in getting the south annex house ready to 
share with visitors.  You have helped in funding the 
repairs, new windows, general maintenance, new 
doors to come soon, linens, furniture, household 
goods, and groceries.  Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated.  Our hope is the house can serve as a 
temporary home for missionaries and others needing 
housing.     
Hospitality Committee - Bev, Sherry, Bonnie Jo 
 
Your prayers, cards, meals, and hugs during my 
recent breast cancer surgery meant so much, and I 
am so touched by your thoughtfulness. I love my 
CPCC church family!  Thank you!     - Jan Newcom 
 

Change Service 
Requested 
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From Thadd 
 
Whew! What a week! Vacation Bible School never ceases to do a few things for me. 
First, it wears me out! Hahaha! All of Saturday and most of Sunday I found myself 
just exhausted. But exhausted in a good way. In a way that helps me to remember 
that I find my strength (and endurance) in the Lord. I’m reminded of a verse I 
learned years ago at a VBS when I was child. The verse is Nehemiah 8:10, 
“ Nehemiah said, ‘Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those 
who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of 
the Lord is your strength’.” As I reflect on the week and am reminded of all that God 
did, I find joy in knowing that we were a part of something much larger than our 
little church. We made, and as we stay faithful we’ll keep making, an impact in the 
lives of the children of our community for the Kingdom! That is exciting!  
  
Second, I get excited about what we can continue to do for children, youth, and 
families for the Kingdom of God. It was truly inspirational to me to watch so many 
adults care so deeply for the children who would attend our little VBS.  We had over 
40 people each night making it their top priority to be used by God to help children 
know Jesus a little better every day of VBS. Watching the seasoned veterans all the 
way down to our 1st year rookies partner together to advance the Gospel was 
amazing! We even had 6th grade students eagerly participating every night in 
whatever way we needed!  
  
Lastly, I’m always left thinking that we aimed too low. It was wonderful that we 
almost tripled our offering goal. ($500 was the goal but over $1,200 was raised!) But 
what else could we have done? And in regards to attendance, we had over 100 
different kiddos registered.  Could we have handled more than that? And what other 
areas, communities, or demographics should we be tapping into so that all children 
are given opportunities to come to know Jesus?   
  
Church, I’ll issue this warning to you now: I’ve got big prayers that I’ll be praying 
over this next year. Prayers for God’s abundance of resources, Kingdom workers, 
and energy so that 100 kids seems like a small number in the years of VBS ahead. 
Prayers that plead with God to stretch our church in ways we don’t even realize yet. 
Prayers that He is preparing us to minister to the hearts and minds of children, 
youth, and parents of our community so that God’s name is glorified and that we 
would be a people ready to do His work. Church, would you pray these same things 
with me? Pray that VBS isn’t another event to check off on our summer calendars. 
But that things like VBS, camp, CIY:MOVE, and more, are events that bring God glory 
and allow people to be won to Jesus Christ! 
 
Keep being a great Church! 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Thadd 



F r o m  B r e n t  

♫ N o t e s  f r o m  B o b  
Men!  Make  sure  to  mark  your  calendars  and join us when CPCC hosts Area Men’s 
Fellowship on Tuesday, August 1. In addition to the scrumptious meal prepared by the 
always fantastic Brenda Weir and her assistants, we will have the opportunity to hear 
Rusty Richards, Lead Minister from Minier Christian Church. Rusty is an energetic and 
dynamic communicator who brings his passion for life to everything he does. Rusty and  
his wife Amanda have been married for  fourteen  years  and  have  three  awesome  
children. He loves to paintball, lift weights, cycle, hike, camp out, compete in triathlons, 
disc golf, fish, hunt and take long kayak trips. He dreams of one day competing in the 
KONA triathlon in Hawaii. Most of all, Rusty loves Jesus and sharing about him. We 
hope you’ll join us!  

TAKE ME OUT TO THE CORN CRIB!  SPECIAL OUTDOOR SERVICE:  On 
Sunday, August 6 at 11am, we would like to invite everyone to attend a special 
worship service at our local Cornbelter’s stadium called the  Corn Crib.   This  
service is intended to give you an opportunity to invite a neighbor, friend, or co-

worker, that might not ever step inside a church building, to come worship with 
you at a baseball field.   This will be a family friendly worship service designed for your whole 
family to sit together.  We will also have our regular 9am service at the church for those who  
are unable to attend the 11am service at the Corn Crib.   
SERMON SERIES – MALACHI – GROWING UP:  I am looking forward to some variety in our 
summer sermons!  During the month of July we will have a handful of topical sermons that will 

be delivered by some other fine preachers while my family goes on vacation.  Rob  Shoaff,  
Nolan Thomas and Thadd Sparrow will all be filling in for me in the upcoming weeks.  Our next 
series will begin in August.   We  will  take  a  short  look  at  the  very  last  book in the Old 
Testament,  Malachi.  Malachi  is  a  post-exilic  book, meaning it was written after the Jews 
returned from captivity in Babylon around 430 B.C.  The purpose of Malachi writing this book 
was to ensure that the hearts of the Jews were right and that they were keeping God first in 

their lives.  That’s a great challenge for us today as well.  Then in September we will begin a 
series entitled, Growing Up! where we will look at what it means to grow up and mature in 
Christ Jesus.   
SPECIAL THANK YOU:  I  would like to extend a special, “Thank You!” to 
everyone who participated as a volunteer for this year’s Vacation Bible School, 
Maker Fun Factory!  It was a great week serving  together!  I  also  want  to  

remind you to volunteer to “follow up” with the families and friends you made 
at VBS.  Remember,  there  is  one  reason  we  do VBS…PEOPLE NEED JESUS!  You can 
follow up with them in a number of ways: 1) Call them or write a letter to a family you met, 2) 
Invite them to come worship with us 3) Invite them to the worship service at the Corn Crib on 
August 6 and get them tickets to the game later that evening and 4) Get on your knees and 
pray for the families God brought to College Park during the week  of VBS,  especially that the 

seeds planted would begin to grow and mature! 
UPCOMING SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES:  Here are a few mission events for you to put on 
your calendar: 

Thursday, 8/31–College Park will be preparing a cookout for students of Encounter Ministry 
October 6-7 – IDES (International Disaster Emergency Service) mission trip in Indianapolis 
November 16-19 – ICOM (International Conference on Missions) help in Peoria, IL 



Our 2017 Summer Furlough is underway!  We have settled into our  “home 
away from home”, (a MILLION thanks!) and are finding a new rhythm for 
summer:  slowing down, taking time to rest,  enjoying moments with one 
another and our families, and asking God to renew and revive our spirits for 

another year of ministry in Haiti. 

We have been working as part of Sonlight Ministries for four years now.  The 
newness has worn off and our life there is our “normal” now.  We are speak-
ing and  understanding the language now (but always learning more and 
trying to get better!) and all the things that seemed so different and strange 
when we first moved to Port de Paix  aren’t so shocking anymore.  We have 
friends and know our neighbors.  We  are  involved  in our community.   
However, we are realizing that  no  matter  how  “used to” life in  Haiti  we  
become, there will always be challenges and struggles that come with living 

there.  

We value knowing that there are countless people who care about our family 
and keep praying for us and the ministry of Sonlight.  The truth is that sometimes the work is frustrating and discouraging.  Sometimes living 
as a foreigner in a country so different than your own is isolating and hard.  There are things we miss about America.  People we miss even 
more.  And there are some things we’ve given up or traded that we grieve.  Having the support of friends and churches who pray for our 

strength and health and joy brings us so much encouragement.  Thank you for being a part of that! 

The journey of life has many crossroads moments, and is full of transition and change, as we all know.  We feel like we are at the gateway of 
a season of change and transition for our family and would love to share with you how you can be praying for us this summer and into the next 

year.   

Sam, our oldest son, graduated from Sonlight Academy in May and is enrolled at Kent State University in Kent, Ohio.  This means, 5 of us will 
return to Haiti in August, and one of us will not.  Pray for Sam as he sets out on his own, far away from the place he has called home for 4 
years.  He will be doing all the normal college freshman “firsts”, including choosing a major.  He is excited and we are thrilled for him.  But, it 

will be a big adjustment for all of us to have him living so far away.   

Rob is working on his PhD in Global Leadership from Johnson University.  He is really enjoying the courses and is so thankful to have found 
an excellent program that he can participate in completely on-line while we are living in Haiti.  As you can imagine, the course work adds A 
LOT to his plate.  He  is  part of the newly formed Haitian-American Administrative Team at Sonlight Bible College, the head of the English 
department there, and teaches several courses in both the English and Theology schools of the college each trimester.  Add  to  that  the 
mentoring and discipleship opportunities he has with many Haitian leaders, and he often feels like he is running on empty!  Pray for stamina 

and wisdom as he juggles all of these responsibilities this year.  

Sonlight  Ministries  is in a transition  phase of sorts as well.  Our  founders and  the  leaders of the ministry, Roger and Norma Alexander, are 
getting older and have experienced some serious health issues over the past 2 years.  There is not currently a plan in place for transfer of 
leadership within the organization.  Please pray for our team as we seek God’s guidance in moving forward into the future.  There are many 
decisions to be made and some will be difficult and emotional.   We are praying that our team will remained united and focused on our shared 

ministry and love for our community in Port de Paix as we navigate these changes.   

Compassion fatigue is a reality that I (Cindy) have experienced deeply in Haiti.  Living and working among conditions of extreme poverty is 
difficult.  There are always drastic needs and dire circumstances pulling for your attention and sorting out who/how/when to help is exhausting.  
The truth is that sometimes even the best of intentions end up making things worse instead of better when you try to help others.  We get 
burned.  We get cynical.  We get frustrated at the lack of progress.  And we hurt along with those around us who are hurting and desperate.  
Sometimes we don’t know what to do.  Sometimes circumstances are beyond our capabilities.  Sometimes we grow so tired that we struggle 
to find the strength to help one more time.  Please pray for our hearts and our spirits to be renewed and for us to grow in our reliance on God 

the Holy Spirit for all we need in order to love others well.   

Lastly, pray that we will rest.  Life in full time ministry as missionaries can often feel like we are “on” all the time.  We recognize that if we push 
too hard and for too long, if we stretch our family too thin, we will regret it.  This summer we are being intentional about taking time to rest.  
College Park is making that possible for us by providing a home for us.  This summer our priority is not to raise more funds or inspire more 
people or even report to others about all that is happening in the ministry.  This summer our priority is one another.   We are choosing to take 
some time and do some things that matter to us as a family.  Thank you for supporting us in this!   Pray that we will make the most of our time 

and be open to all the blessing and nourishment and encouragement and renewal that God has in store for us.   

We are excited to be a part of your family this summer IN PERSON!  Thank you for your gifts, your prayers, and your friendship.   

 Much love,   

Team Shoaff  -  Rob,  Cindy,  Sam,  Abi,  Andrew  and  Grace 


