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Course Objectives:

This course will survey the books of Genesis – 2 Kings. It is by nature a “survey” course, and it will focus on understanding the major contents of each book.  Special emphasis will be placed on historical setting, literary features, interpretive difficulties, and the book’s theological message. 


At the end of this course, each student will be able to:

· Chart the historical flow of the OT books,

· Explain themes and promises that develop in the course of the OT

· Describe the stories of the main characters of the OT

· Place characters and stories in their “real” ANE context

· Understand literary differences within the various books of OT scripture

· Summarize the main theological emphases in each of the books

Required reading:

· Bible – Any standard translation is acceptable, except for a paraphrase.

· Arnold, Bill T., and Bryan E. Beyer. Encountering the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998.
Assignments

1. Reading

a. Daily readings will be completed and recorded by the student. A Reading Log will be turned in on the second to last week of class 

2. Quizzes

a. 12 quizzes will be given at the beginning of class over selected portions of the reading (Textbook only). Quizzes cannot be made up or taken early under any circumstances. 
b. Please NOTE: The quizzes will be given at 9:00am (or 6:30pm) sharp and will be collected at 9:05am (or 6:35pm). If the student shows up after this, s/he will not be able to take the quiz. 

c. The lowest 2 quiz grades will be dropped. 

3. Exams

a. An in-class midterm and final exam will be given on the days specified below. The exam will cover selected portions of the class lectures. 

4. Memorization

a. You will be required to memorize Deuteronomy 8 in its entirety. You may use any translation; you must bring that translation to class the day of the memorization quiz. Your memorization will be assessed by writing out the chapter word for word. The memorization must be word perfect but not punctuation perfect. The first two mistakes will not affect the grade; however, each mistake afterwards will result in a 1 point deduction per mistakes. 

i. example: if you miss 7 words, you will receive a 95% on this assignment. 

5. Timeline

a. An annotated time-line will be constructed during the course of this class and will be turned in on the last day of class. The timeline can be constructed on paper, cardboard, or through electronic media (Powerpoint, vimeo, iMovie, etc.).

b. Regardless of the format, I will NEED a hardcopy (CD, thumb drive, etc.) of the timeline turned in the day it is due.  

c. The timeline will record at least 40 different people/events covered from Genesis through 2 Kings

d. The student should include a brief description of the people/events on the timeline

e. The assignment will be graded on: 

i. evidence of time and thought spent on the project

ii. accuracy of information and minimum of 40 people/events

iii. creativity

iv. cleanliness  and organization

	Assignment 
	Percentage 
	Date Due

	Reading 
	30
	Dec 3/4

	Quizzes
	20
	Daily

	Midterm Exam
	15
	Oct 8/9

	Final Exam
	15
	Dec 10/11

	Timeline
	10
	Dec 10/11

	Memorization of Deut 8
	10
	Nov 26/27

	Extra Credit book review
	+ 5% of total grade
	Dec 3/4


6. Extra Credit
a. As an optional assignment, the student may read in its entirely and write a 2-3 page review of one of the following books:
i. Paul Copan, Is God a Moral Monster? Making Sense of the Old Testament God (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2011)
ii. Sandra Richter, The Epic of Eden: A Christian Entry into the Old Testament (Grand Rapids, IVP: 2008).
b. The review will roughly spend 1/3 summarizing the book, 1/3 pointing out the “pros” or helpful parts of the book, and 1/3 pointing out the “cons” or points of disagreement. 

c. The review will be due on Tue/Thurs (Dec 3/4) at the beginning of class. 

PLEASE NOTE: All assignments are to be completed on time. Late work will be marked down accordingly:
· Same day, after class:  - 25%

· Every day after, an additional:  - 25%

Course Schedule and Assignments

	Date
	Assigned Reading


	Quizzes, Exams, Paper

	
	
	

	Aug 27/28 


	Introduction (no reading)
	

	Sept 3/4


	Reading:  Genesis 1-25; EOT p.77-87
	Quiz #1



	Sept 10/11


	Reading: Genesis 26-50; EOT p.89-101
	Quiz #2

	Sept 17/18


	Reading:  Exodus; EOT p.103-115
	Quiz #3



	Sept 24/25


	Reading:  Leviticus; EOT p.117-126
	Quiz #4

	Oct 1/2


	Reading:  Numbers; EOT p.127-139
	Quiz #5

	Oct 8/9


	Mid-term exam (no reading)

	

	Oct 15/16


	Reading:  Deuteronomy; EOT p. 157-166; 141-154
	Quiz #6

	Oct 22/23


	Reading:  Joshua; EOT p.167-179
	Quiz #7

	Oct 29/ 30


	Reading: Judges and Ruth; EOT p.181-193
	Quiz #8

	Nov 5/6


	Reading: 1 Samuel; EOT p.195-208
	Quiz #9

	Nov 12/13


	Reading: 2 Samuel; EOT p.209-220
	Quiz #10



	Nov 19/20


	NO CLASS: Thanksgiving 

	

	Nov 26/27


	Reading:  1 Kings; EOT, 222-235
	Quiz # 11
MEMORIZATION OF DEUT 8 QUIZ


	Dec 3/4


	Reading:  2 Kings; EOT, 238-249
	Quiz # 12

Reading Log due
Extra Credit book review due (optional)



	Dec 10/11
	Final exam (no reading)

	Timeline Due
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