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CCWW Turns 10!
This summer marks Community Church Without Wall’s 10-year anniversary. We’re celebrating with a year of
stories – stories from within West End as well as from folks outside the neighborhood. To receive these weekly
stories of hope, sign up for CCWW’s e-newsletter at http://ccwwbirmingham.org/#/connect or by emailing
Caitlin at caitlin.harper@umcna.org. These stories are also available on Community Church Without Walls’
Facebook page.

Summer Fun with
First Church Friends

Camp
Sumatanga
This year, the CCWW
youth made their way up I59 to Gallant, Alabama for
a week of summer camp at
Camp Sumatanga. Some
members of the group are
die-hard camp kids who
love to go every year, while
some students came to
camp for the first time.

Wisdom Wills, enjoying an awesome week at Camp
Sumatanga.

New CCWW pastors Garrett and Caitlin Harper fall
into the die-hard Sumatanga fan category (Caitlin
hasn’t missed a summer since third grade!), and the
two served as deans for the week. At camp, not only
did our youth have fun maintaining their basketball
champion status, soaring off the wampoline (water
trampoline), hiking in the woods, and dancing to
“Buttercup” with youth from all over the North
Alabama Conference, but they also studied scripture,
performed in skits during worship, and led the whole
camp in dances and activities. We were so proud of
our CCWW youth and their leadership at camp!

Since summertime means taking a break
from our regular Wednesday night youth
activities, CCWW and First United
Methodist Church Birmingham partnered
for summer youth fellowship activities.
We kicked off the summer by sending
CCWW children to First Church’s City
Kids Arts Camp, where children praise
God through music, art, and movement.
The youth group joined in as mentors and
helpers throughout the week.

Later in the summer, the two youth groups went
bowling and took a trip to Oak Mountain State Park
for some outdoor adventures.
Throughout the year, the youth groups at CCWW
and First Church also partner for Discovery
Weekends and monthly Bible studies.

Ready Day One
On Saturday, July 30th, over 100 kids from West End
and the surrounding neighborhoods received free
uniforms and school supplies thanks to the
friendship and support of volunteers from Asbury
UMC. The team from Asbury went through dozens
of forms, found uniforms in all the right sizes,
collected school supplies for every grade, and
showed up on a Saturday morning to hand them out
with a smile.
Together, the Asbury team and the CCWW team
sent over 100 kids home with prayer and supplies, so
each child could start the school year ready day one!

CCWW and First Church youth having some summer fun at
bowling night

Worship with CCWW
Sundays at 2:00 pm

Join us for a joyful service of music, word, and prayer,
knowing that the Holy Spirit may blow away our liturgy
at any moment!

Thursdays at 6:00 pm
We start with supper, prayer, and singing, but what
follows changes each week! Church members rotate
planning the service, which can include everything from
Bible study, to special speakers, to board game night!
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Join With Us — Return This Today
YES! I want to know more about the Community Church Without Walls.
❏ I want a pastor to call me.
❏ I want to enter into a partner covenant with the Community Church Without Walls by
promising to support the church through prayer.
❏ I want to enter into a partner covenant with the Community Church Without Walls by giving
$ ________ as a one-time gift, $_________as a monthly gift, $ ________as an annual gift.
If your address is incorrect, please make changes on reverse and return this to us so we can update our mailing list.
The Community Church Without Walls • Pastors Caitlin and Garrett Harper • 1229 Cotton Ave. SW • Birmingham, AL 35211
(205) 781-0517 • communitychurchwithoutwalls@gmail.com • www.ccwwbirmingham.org

A Word from Pastor Caitlin
Recently another pastor in our conference told me about a sermon he was writing on the
importance of children’s ministry. When he told me this, I expected him to say he’d be preaching
on Matthew 19:14, the passage where Jesus says, “Let the little children come to me.” It’s a scene
many of us imagine in the soft pastel colors of a children’s book – gentle Jesus in all his
tenderness. (Never mind that Jesus has just finished a fiery tirade on divorce and adultery: Not
exactly the uncontroversial, G-rated content we’d prefer in our Jesus-loves-the-children sermon.)
But to my surprise, my colleague explained he would be preaching on Deuteronomy 6.

F
o If your Bible readings haven’t yet taken you through the book of Deuteronomy, heads up: Deuteronomy is dense
r with law, not to mention the grim consequences of breaking it. “Gentle” is not a word that people associate with
Deuteronomy. Children’s Bible story coloring books rarely depict scenes from Deuteronomy.
It’s a wilderness
H
t book, full of stark desert realities of human life and death. It is not rated G.
h
w
e It also happens to be full of amazing grace.
i
6
Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. 7Recite them to your children and talk about
s them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when yout rise.8Bind them as a sign
h
i on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, 9and write them on the doorposts
of your house and on
x
your gates.
O
t
-Deuteronomy 6:4-9
d
h
Here in Deuteronomy, the writer offers a fresh philosophy of children’s ministry. In ai seemingly breathless list,
s them to their children,
c the biblical writer exhorts the listener to keep God’s words in their heart by speaking
talking
about
them
at
all
times
and
in
all
places,
by
fixing
them
to
their
foreheads,
’and writing them on their
o
n doorposts!
s We are not instructed to disciple our children simply out of altruism and care afor the kids. If we take
r to our own discipleship,
e Deuteronomy seriously, we must approach children’s discipleship as something crucial
m
c and crucial to the discipleship of the entire church!
u
As children settle back into school rhythms, I have been so thankful for the privilege
a of serving a church that
t
cares so deeply about children. Ready Day One, a partner program with Asbury rUMC, provided over 100
i
uniforms, supplies, and backpacks to children in West End and the surrounding communities.
Just two Sundays
o
v later, the entire church celebrated Safe Sanctuary Sunday – a service of worship and training
that focused on our
e duty as the church to protect children, youth, and vulnerable adults. Meanwhile, ouruchildren’s ministers have
n
begun launching some creative fall programming around the topics of respect and kindness.
d
y
e It’s a privilege to serve a church where so many adults pour themselves into children’s discipleship, where the
h
a discipleship of children is crucial to the discipleship of the whole church.
i
-Caitlin
r
m
,
.
Vestavia Hills UMC Donates a Van
C
CCWW’s 15-passenger van bit the dust earlier this summer on the side of I-65. Fortunately,
another vehicle was
T
h
following behind, so no one was stranded. (Thank you to the many people who saw theh van and called to check
u on us!)
e
r
y CCWW’s
c But thanks to friends at Vestavia Hills United Methodist Church who are donating a van,
h transportation ministry will soon be back in full swing. CCWW transports kids to school, seniors to doctor
f
appointments, young adults to GED programs, and so much more! Ever since our 15-passenger
died, our van
o
w drivers and transportation coordinator have been making do with CCWW’s minivan and a few personal vehicles.
i The whole team is excited to have the transportation ministry back up to full capacity!u
n
t
h Our United Methodist connection is an amazing thing! A HUGE thanks to our friends dand partners at VHUMC!
o
a
u

