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We have made some large passages in the past couple of weeks. Two weeks ago was the last regular Sunday
worship service at Redeemer. Last Sunday we embarked on transplanting. Meanwhile, we’ve gotten started on
the legacy-making project. Please note that there are many ways to be involved in the legacy-making:
Join a work group: there are 16 work groups and many of them still have openings. If you’re interested in
joining one or exploring, please be in touch with me. See the spreadsheet on page 2.
Help with a “pop up event”: when a work group needs extra help with a special project, they’ll send out
word for helpers.
Attend the kick off event (as well as the follow up events) where I will give an overview of the options, outline the process, receive input, etc. All members are welcome.
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Many of you have asked for the wording of the rituals at Redeemer’s last regular Sunday service.
As you see from the statements below, the language is simple. With rituals it is the action, the doing,
the embodiment that makes it meaningful and powerful.

Threshold Ritual
Communion Cups All are invited to come forward to take with you one of Redeemer’s communion
cups. Whenever you see it,
May you be reminded of the overflowing cup of blessings
you received in this place and among these people.
May it encourage you to tell the stories of your faith
as you go forth into new places of worship and ministry.
And above all, may it invoke God’s abiding love –
that nothing, nothing can separate you from the love of God in Christ.
Paraments I invite the Deacons to bring forward Redeemer’s liturgical
paraments and to place them on its communion table. (Procession of
Deacons with paraments) These paraments are visual representations of
how Christians understand the work of the Holy Spirit in different times,
seasons and circumstances. We place these as a symbol of our openness to
the Holy Spirit – to what she shall do in this place and in our individual
lives and faith communities, acknowledging that God can do for us what
we cannot do for ourselves.
This is our spiritual offering,
a manger,
a gift of softness to say yes to will and way of the Lord.
O God, we commend our past to you.
We lift up our present and our future,
and entrust them to your Holy Spirit.
And together all the people say, Amen.
Blessings,
Pastor Susan
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From the Moderator
On Sunday, August 26th, I stood with the other members of Leadership
Council and Susan in front of all of you who had gathered in a very full
Sterling Room. When Carolyn announced that the vote (to approve
Leadership Council’s recommendation of Spring Glen Church and
commendation of First Pres Church) was unanimous, my heart swelled.
I felt amazed, proud of us, and hopeful. We, as a community, had talked
and listened enough that we were able to come together at that moment.
I am so grateful for all the love, time, and dedication so many of you give
our community in all your individual glory. Thank you.
Heather

Caryne Eskridge Approved
as
a member in discernment

Redeemer’s Children’s Ministry Coordinator Caryne Eskridge is now a
Member in Discernment, embarking on the path to authorization for
ministry. Caryne was approved by the New Haven Association of the
United Church of Christ on Thursday, September 6th

Congratulations, Caryne!
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From the Treasurer
Redeemer Friends,
Many thanks to all of you for your continued
support in our long process of discernment that has led us to a successful
transplant. The September 2nd Service of Gratitude and Encouragement
brought many tears and many moments to be treasured in my heart as I look
forward to joining you in our new expanded faith
communities. One of many moments was all of us gathered around the
paraments on the communion table and singing “God be with you ‘til we meet
again.” How lucky are we that it will be soon?
While we are creating new relationships at Spring Glen and First Pres, we will
work together as Redeemer on the challenging process of creating our
Redeemer legacy. That work will pay our blessings forward into the world,
dissolving our material assets and turning them into resources for God’s work
in our community and beyond.
Our Legacy-Making process will require continued resources, maintaining the
staff required and the care and maintenance of our facilities. The Legacy Plan,
shared with you at the August 26th Congregational Meeting, includes more
detailed information.
To support this work, I am asking all of us to continue to fulfill our 2018 pledges
to Church of the Redeemer. At the end of September, I will send each pledging
member an accounting of your pledge status.
Your support is essential. Thank you.
Bob Parker, Treasurer
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Youth Group this Sunday, September 16
Please RSVP for September 16th’s Dinner & Chill Night by Thursday, September 13th! It is
important that we know how many folks we are feeding. Thank you! Emily,Youth Ministry
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While Church of the Redeemer has been engaged with discerning its future an
historic decision was made in June.

Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island
Conferences vote to go forward Together, As One
6/16/18

By Tiffany Vail
Associate Conference Minister for Communications
The Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island conferences of the United Church of
Christ made history Saturday, voting overwhelmingly to form a new unified Conference in
which they will not only do ministry together, but to which they will invite other religious and
secular organizations to join.
In separate plenary sessions held at their second joint Annual Meeting, the three conferences
voted to approve a covenant agreement and new set of bylaws establishing the new conference, and they elected a new united Board of Directors.
“UCC History was made today,” said the Rev. John Dorhauer, UCC general minister and
president. “Signaling to the wider church that we can accomplish more together than apart,
that we live in an interdependent world in which we all need each other, and looking to maximize the use of precious mission resources, delegates to this tri-conference annual meeting
voted to carve out a new pathway for what we hope will be new life, new vitality, and new relevance.”
“It is my fervent hope and prayer that covenant partners around the life of this denomination
will likewise test their own vision and courage in response to a Holy Spirit who is inviting us to
join Her in explorations and innovations that open us up to new possibilities,” he continued.
A year ago, delegates from the three conferences voted to pursue the possibility of uniting;
this year, they voted to give official form to the new, combined entity.
“Today we affirmed that we need each other,” said Connecticut Conference Minister the Rev.
Kent J. Siladi. “We attended to the Holy Spirit’s movement in our gathering and we moved
forward with a commitment to making an impact and making a difference in this God-so-loved
world in which we live.”
“Let it be said that at this gathering people of faith were filled with hope and joy, peace and
love, and agreed that together we are called to live the love and justice of Jesus,” Siladi said.
The Rev. Barbara Libby, Interim Rhode Island Conference Minister, said the vote shows that
“in spite of all sorts of other differences, we do share the notion that following Jesus Christ
does and will continue to transform us, our churches, and even our planet.”
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The Rev. Traci Blackmon, UCC Executive Minister of Justice & Local Church Ministries,
preached at the Annual Meeting on Friday evening, and asked those gathered: “Have you
ever trusted God enough to step into the water, not knowing how you would make it across?”
Her words resonated with many in attendance, who time and again the next day referred to
getting their feet wet as a metaphor for daring to step into a new future together.
Before she left Saturday, Blackmon called the vote exciting and unprecedented.
“It marks a change in ministry that’s going to be needed for church to move beyond the walls
again,” she said. “We are fortunate that these three conferences are courageous enough to
lead us in this.”
The three historic conferences will remain in existence as voting members of the new conference, tentatively being called the Together, As One Conference. The new conference will
need to be approved by the UCC’s national governing body, General Synod, in June of 2019.
The conferences will move to a single staff and budget starting Jan. 1, 2020.
The new Board of Directors – which consists of five members and two officers from each of
the three Conferences - will now begin the task of determining how the new entity will be
structured.
Conference leaders point to one aspect of the new conference as unique and unprecedented: it allows for other bodies who share in the vision, mission and purpose of the new conference to join as non-voting associate members.
For example, the Annual Meeting of the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts last
fall passed a resolution calling for a "Deeper Community, Service and Engagement" with
"United Church of Christ Partners." Down the line, the Diocese could become an associate
member of the new conference.
“For over 200 years Protestantism in America has offered a denominated witness to Christ’s
call for justice and love,” said Massachusetts Conference Minister and President the Rev.
Jim Antal. “Going forward we have an opportunity to come together, particularly in our current political context dominated by morally bankrupt values. What we did today was a first
step. We need institutions to carry the weight of social change. They also offer symbols that
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Church of the Redeemer
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I am about to do a new thing;
Now it springs forth,
Do you not perceive it?
— Isaiah 43: 19

