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Your building. Perhaps some of you fear that I don’t understand
how meaningful your building is to you – you wonder if I list it
as a material asset on a sheet of paper, not grasping its sacred
value to you. As a pastor and as a person, I want to assure you
that I do understand. In this place your faith was incarnated – in
worship, in baptisms of babies and adults, in weddings of newly
beloveds, in funerals commending loved ones to God, in spirited
gatherings and conversations on all floors, in prayer in the
pastor’s office, in … – and all these taken into the whole cloth of
your faith lived out in the world. Many of the most sacred
experiences of your life happened in this building. The thought
of giving it up is excruciatingly painful; the recommendation that
you consider this possibility feels abrupt. I do understand.
For 26 years I lived in a small country cottage at the end of a
road that bordered 50 acres owned by the neighbor on the other
side. In that spot in the northeast corner of Connecticut, not one
day passed when I did not give thanks to God for the enormous
joy and blessing that this home and land gave me; not one. I was
married there, had unsayable happiness in family life there,
planted simple gardens there. Even in times of sadness, struggle
and fear, my cup overflowed with joy for this gift of a palpable
spirit and beauty. Twenty-two years into that chapter of my life I
was divorced; 24 years in, my son went away to college. Keeping
this homestead took every spare hour and dollar and I was
willing to give them. The simple beauty of the softwood floors,
the simple gardens, the old stonewalls – none of these faded. And
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the memories of decades of experiences dwelled fully in me. And then one day this
came to me: I could choose my home or choose life. Choosing life meant giving
thanks for this great blessing, crying a lot (and I mean A LOT), releasing my gift
and trusting God to move me into the next chapter of my life in another place
where I could flourish. ‘Choose life,’ said the Lord. I did. It was wrenching; it was
exhausting; it felt like nothing short of death. But from enduring that, I received
new life. It’s been 12 years since I let go of that cottage and land and while I still
miss it, it is not lost to me; all that I experienced lives on in parts of me and fully in
God. The resurrection means that nothing is ever lost; everything is held, eternally,
in God. I have never regretted my decision. But that’s the wrong word; it wasn’t a
decision; it came to me as a revelation, as a sacred instruction. “Choose life so that
you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and
holding fast to him.” – Deuteronomy 30:19. I share this very short personal story to
say to you, I understand about sacred places.
Resurrection blessings,
Pastor Susan
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Children’s Faith Formation
Even though Spring officially began in March, I now feel like it’s finally here!
With the weather becoming warmer, so many of us are beginning to emerge from
our homes and enjoy the outdoors. This season of new life in the world so
beautiful mirrors the Easter season we continue to celebrate in the Christian
church, and it’s important to take time to meditate on all of the new beginnings
around us.
The biggest “new beginning” in my own life is the birth of Malachi! There are no
words to describe the feeling I have watching him begin to take in all that the
world has to offer. Even in the past few weeks, I’ve seen his awareness and
fascination with different colors and patterns grow in ways that force me to step
back and remember how amazing this world really is. As he is trying to make
sense of everything around him, I am honored to know that I get to be a part of
his journey.
I feel so blessed to have been a part of your children’s lives over the past two
years. Watching them discover new things about themselves, their faith, and their
church community has been so incredibly beautiful and I know that they will
continue to grow as Christians because of the foundation Redeemer has given
them. At every turn, I have seen the ways in which their fascination and curiosity
with the world is fostered and honored by all of you. The faith formation of
children goes beyond Children’s Messages and Sunday School. True faith
formation happens before worship in the Tower Lobby when you ask them about
their school, or at coffee hour when you talk to them about that week’s scripture
lesson. The beauty of faith formation is that it’s something we are constantly
doing with our words, our support, and our love. Thank you for everything you
do to make sure the children of Redeemer understand how much you honor their
journeys.
On Sunday, June 3rd, we will celebrate Children’s Sunday. On that day, the
youngest members of our community will lead us in morning worship and offer
us a glimpse into their world. One of the ways we can continue to show that we
love them and care about their faith formation is by showing up on that Sunday
ready to worship. They are so excited to share their gifts and graces with you that
day and I can’t wait to see you all there!
Jordan Rebholz, Minister for Faith Formation
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From the Moderator
May 6th is our next scheduled Next Steps Session.
Dear Redeemer Friends…
First of all, thank you! I am so encouraged by all of you and the many
ways that you have stepped into our Next Steps process with Pastor
Susan. We have challenged each other, expressed our hopes and fears
about our past and our future, and held difficult conversations about
possible paths forward. In these sessions, I am always strengthened by
the love with which we hold our faith community in both sure and
uncertain times.
The document we have created from our work at the April 8th retreat,
Church of the Redeemer on One Page, is a moving and accurate
description of the beliefs and values held by our church. With these
values held in our hearts, I think it is time to move forward with some
clear decisions about the path we plan to pursue in the next few months.
May 6th is our next scheduled Next Steps session. In Pastor Susan’s
model, we have discussed several lanes forward. We have investigated
the Partnership lane with our brothers and sisters at Spring Glen and First
Presbyterian. We originally announced that this upcoming session would
be dedicated to the Downsize and the Recreate lanes. We will do that.
And… I hope that all of us, even if those two lanes are not your
individual preference, will be present for this conversation. It is my intention that this session will lead us to clarify which lanes we no longer
wish to pursue. I believe we must move forward, while our energy and
commitment are strong, if we hope to realize the new Redeemer. Whether
we stay rooted where we are or transplant ourselves to a new garden, we
know that change must come.
Please join us on May 6th. Let your voice be heard.
Blessings,
Bob
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Youth Group
in May
Have you ever thought to yourself, "I wish we could do THIS at Youth
Group..."? Have you ever wondered why we do the things we do?
Come raise your voice and help to create the 2019 Youth Group &
Confirmation event calendar for next year! We will have a special Chill
Night on May 6th to have this conversation, and we want to hear from
you. Be there!
Be sure to mark your calendar ans save the date for Beach Day on May
20th! Your friends are welcome and we will have details to come.
More information about events during the month of May and beyond
will be included in the E-news as it becomes available.

Graduates!
Calling all graduates (or relatives thereof)! Please send
us your school and future plans! We want to celebrate you
in the June Newsletter.
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Music Sunday is May 20th
Honoring Redeemer’s Music Ministry
We are so excited that Malachai will be baptized on Pentecost, which this year
coincides with the Yale commencement, during which Jordan will receive her
degree from the Divinity School.
And as we look ahead to all of the possibilities for Redeemer, one of our bittersweet moments will also be on Pentecost, when the Senior Choir, as it is currently constituted, will sing for the last time. The children will also sing, and they will
return once more before the end of the program year. This will also be my last
official Sunday at Redeemer, though I will be around through the end of June
cleaning up the library and arranging for summer music.

And so we honor and thank all the singers in our choirs, past and present; our
section leaders, Sarah Reed, Julia Blue Raspe, Dayna Lee Drake, Paul Berry,
and Brian Robinson; and our organist, Larry Bishop, all of whom have been so
committed to leading us in worship that they come to our building at least twice
each week – once (or more) for rehearsal (Larry’s here every day to practice)
and once (or more!) for a service. And if you visit the choral library you will see
the handiwork of Helen Bartlett, a worthy successor to Hank Sykes and Neil
Bauer. It takes a village to make a choir.
I am excited that (thanks to Dayna’s organizational prowess) some past
members of our congregation will be with us that day, as well as Caesar
Storlazzi, a wonderful colleague who actually hired a sub for United so that he
could be with us for this service; some singers who are only able to join us as
their schedules permit and some now-adults who sang at Redeemer as kids. I
anticipate robust, spirited congregational and choral singing.
When I first came to Redeemer, there was a Sunday designated as “Music
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Sunday”. Because most of us feel that music IS worship, we instead integrated
pieces like Carol Barnett’s Bluegrass Mass, Frank Tirro’s Jazz Mass, random
Bach cantatas, Mozart and Haydn Masses and pieces with more elaborate
instrumental accompaniment into regular Sunday services. But this Pentecost
we will celebrate music at Redeemer with what has been officially designated
“Music Sunday”. As on Pentecost everyone spoke and understood a multitude
of languages, I promise that there will be some piece of music that is familiar,
that has always moved you - and, (who knows?) you may sing or hear something new that just might become a new favorite.
So please mark your calendars and come to make your own joyful noise in
worship of the God who brought us together, who gave us voices as well as
music to sing and play, and who taught us to use that music as prayer and
praise. Let’s raise the roof!
And if you’d like to sing with the choir it’s not too late…..
In peace,
Maggie
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Multi-Church Youth Ministry
Started in New Haven Area
4/10/2018
By Drew Page
Four Connecticut UCC churches are engaged in an interdependent project to
create a new youth ministry program for the youth of their churches. Spring Glen
UCC, in Hamden, North Haven Congregational Church, Church of the Redeemer
and United Church on the Green, both in New Haven, have joined resources to
create a multi-church confirmation class and youth group.
“We are trying this radical experience in ministry,” said the Rev. Jack Davidson,
pastor of Spring Glen. “We don’t even have a name yet.”
Davidson said when he arrived at Spring Glen in 2016, there were very few children taking part in church activities, but he quickly learned that his problem was
not one of re-engaging missing youth. There weren’t that many youth even on
the membership rolls, at least not a “critical mass” to create a sustainable program, he said. When he learned that several nearby churches were experiencing
the same problem, Davidson began thinking they should pool their resources.
Davidson and Rev. Scott Morrow, pastor of the North Haven church, soon began
talking about combining confirmation classes. In time, they heard from others
who were thinking the same way. Within a few months, the 4 churches were discussing options with Rev. Skip Masback, Director of the Adolescent Faith and
Flourishing Program at Yale’s Youth Ministry Institute. With some support from
the Institute, the 4 churches agreed to hire Emily McKenna to serve as their
Youth Ministry Coordinator.
McKenna, who also serves as the Office Manager for the Connecticut Conference office in Hartford, is responsible for logistical planning for the youth programs. Serving approximately 12 hours per week, McKenna runs weekly youth
group activities for middle and high school youth, supports monthly confirmation
classes, and attends planning and organizational meetings with the pastors and
parent teams from the 4 churches.
“It’s very fulfilling so far,” said McKenna. “It’s really cool to see them make friends
from others churches and get excited when their friends from a different church
are going to be there.”
McKenna, who has a long history working with youth through Silver Lake Confer-

PAGE 9

ence Center and facilitating youth Racial Justice Training, says she has found it
interesting to work with the pastors and parents from these 4 churches. One of
the challenges she has faced is trying to reconcile the different priorities of these
parents.
Some of the more successful activities McKenna has run are a pancake breakfast fundraiser, an outdoor worship on Good Friday, and a trip to the Beardsley
Zoo. Later this spring, the group will make a service trip to Boston.
Davidson says his attention is on growing the program and pulling in more
churches.
“We’re doing this to serve our own kids,” he said, “but we’re also trying to figure
out a new model for ministry in the modern era of lesser resources and attendance. In this model, there is an answer for the church of the future.”
McKenna is also interested in seeing the program grow. She says in the 4
months since the program began, the group has been approached by several
other churches who want to get involved.
“I am hoping that this will grow into being its own beast where they need five of
me to make it function,” she said.

Those interested in the multi-church youth group's activities can follow the group
on Instagram under the username unitedctyouth.

Youth from the multi-church youth group play broom ball during a "lock-in".

Page, D. (2018, April 10). Multi-Church Youth Ministry Started in New Haven Area. Retrieved
from http://www.ctucc.org
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Ushers and Hospitality Servers
For May and June
Thank you so much to all who serve as Ushers and Hospitality Servers each Sunday!
Ushers and Hospitality Servers are assigned by their respective teams to serve on a
given Sunday. Under Redeemer’s hospitality plan two individuals or couples are
assigned as hosts and hostesses for a given Sunday. One provides a savory food item
and the other a sweet treat. While our office administrator Barbara will continue to
send reminders via email each week, this list should serve as a reminder in advance
of Sundays that you are assigned.
If you are unavailable on a date you are assigned please try to arrange to exchange
dates with someone else and let Barbara know so that she can acknowledge the
correct ushers or hosts in the bulletin. This is the usher’s or hospitality server’s
responsibility.

Ushers
May 6

May 13

May 20
May 27

Brad and Kathy Czepiel
Meggie Czepiel
Roz Hamilton
Twila Harper
Peggy Strickler
TBD
Bob Parker
Marilyn Toland

Hospitality Servers
May 6
Next Steps Luncheon
May 13
Anne Schenck
Greta Seashore
May 20
Alan Kendrix
Courtney Mason
May 27
Roz Hamilton
Jon & Sarah Reed
June 3

June 3
June 10
June 17
June 24

Doby Hall
Courtney Mason
Peter & Grace Halsey
Ken Minkema
Lori Fast-Minkema
Wes & Carol Poling
Jon Reed

June 10

June 17
June 24

Susan Gooley
TBD
Peggy Strickler
Jonathan Weber
Carolyn Ladd
Anne Baltzell
Kay Comendul
Carol & Wes Poling

7

6

8:55 Senior Choir
10:00 Worship and Sunday school

27

8:30 Senior Choir
TBD Children’s Choirs rehearse
10:00 Worship and Sunday school

Church office closed

28

29

12:00 Noon Book Group,
Phillips

30

23

31

24

21

20

17
7:45 Senior Choir,
sanctuary

16

7:45 Senior Choir,
Sterling

10

7:45 Senior Choir,
sanctuary

3

Thu

8:55 Senior Choir
10:00 Worship and Sunday school
11:15 Children’s Choirs rehearse

22

15

13

14

12:00 Noon Book Group,
Phillips

8

9

2

1
7:30 Leadership Council,
Phillips

Wed

Tue

8:55 Senior Choir
10:00 Worship and Communion
11:15 Children’s Choirs rehearse
11:30 Next Steps: Part 9, Sterling

Memorial Day

Mon

Sun

May 2018

25

18

11

4

Fri

26

19

12

5

Sat

Church of the Redeemer UCC
185 Cold Spring Street
New Haven, CT 06511
(203) 787-5711
redeemer@uccredeemer.org
The Rev. Susan J. Murtha,
Interim Senior
susanjdarc@gmail.com

Jordan Rebholz,
Minister for Faith Formation
Robert Parker, Moderator of the Church
Henry Sykes, Treasurer
Kay Comendul, Clerk
Marguerite Brooks, Director of Music

Julia Blue Raspe, Chancel Choir Director
and Alto Section Leader
Paul Berry, Boys’ Choir Director
and Tenor Section Leader
Sarah Reed, Soprano Section Leader
Brian Robinson, Bass Section Leader
Larry Bishop, Organist
Barbara Repetsky, Office Administrator
and Financial Secretary
Collin Morrissey, Security
Lou and Valarie Fanelli, Sextons

Happy Mother’s Day!
Strength & honour
are her clothing;
and she shall rejoice
in time to come.
— Proverbs 31:25 KJV

