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From the Pastor
The Difference Between a Push and a Shove
(and how it changed my son’s life)
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Silver Lake is our church’s summer camp, serving children and youth,
ages 8 to 18. For me, it is a place that has very intense, personal
meaning. Why? Because it is my son’s spiritual home – the place
where he found God, faith, and spiritual community. (Many people,
mistakenly, assume he found those through me – his mother, a
minister. Not really!) If you are a parent who yearns for your child
or teenager to have life-giving, life-shaping experiences of God,
faith and spiritual community, please read on! I share this story by
way of faith-filled encouragement ….
My son did not want to go to camp; he was adamant about that. For a
few years I made attempts to encourage him, but to no avail. When he
was finishing 5th grade I decided he was old enough for a
heart-to-heart on the matter. I prayed out every parental tone from my
voice (you know all those?!) and spoke from my own
spirit. I told him I believed Silver Lake would be a great experience
and that if I were wrong, I felt he was old enough to navigate the
week. I also promised that if he didn’t love it, we’d never again say
the word “camp”. I said a few other things. Feet dragging a bit, Simon
and a friend signed up together. When I picked him up at the end of
his first week at Silver Lake, his young, choked voice said, “It was the
best week of my life.” (I didn’t take that personally.) Our talk on the
drive home was one of many moving conversations about what had
been newly found and hoped
never to be lost. Simon was an
active
member
of
this
community for over 20 years
(even after moving to CA) – as
a camper, counselor, staff
member and Dean.
Continued pg 2
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As a minister, I’ve led many workshops on Parenting and Faith and one of the areas I
often talk about is the difference between a push and a shove. There are innumerable
ways to shove our agenda (actively or passively) on our children; none prove to be
worthwhile. That said, as parents, we have the responsibility to sometimes push our
children beyond their comfort zones when we believe it will serve them well. How we do
that will be key. But if we simply throw up our hands and say, “He doesn’t want to go
and so I’m not going to make him,” we may be falling short of our responsibility as their
earthly parents. Finding that line between the push and the shove is our own spiritual
work; call me if you need some help with it!
My son is not alone in being profoundly shaped by Silver Lake. Hundreds of children
and youth experience that every summer and, over its 50+-year history, tens of thousands
have. As a parent and a pastor, it is my prayer that ALL of our children might have
this taste of heaven on earth. YES, there’s still time to sign up! Here’s the website:
www.silverlakect.org. Please be in touch if you want any guidance in the process of
choosing the right conference for your son/daughter or have any questions about our
camp! And if your family is in need of financial assistance, please contact me by email or
telephone.
Pentecost blessings,
Pastor Susan
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From the Moderator
Dear Redeemer Friends…
The pace feels breakneck. We are moving quickly through our Next Steps discussions,
and if you’ve missed a Sunday or an email, you may feel disoriented. There is much to
share with you.

At our May 6th Next Steps, we revisited our discussions and took a deep dive into both
the Downsize and the Re-Create lanes. In the Downsize discussion, I was able to
present some valuable information comparing best practice in church finances with our
current “downsized” situation (no Music Director, no paid soloists, and limited
Children’s Faith Formation coordination). Even with our restricted budget, we were
not close to the finances of a healthy church. This was not acceptable to those present.
As a part of the Re-Create discussion, we distributed cards and asked participants to
share with us how they might be willing to step into a Re-Create process. Would they
be willing to devote time, talent or treasure to such an effort? Only about one-third of
those present were able to commit to that possibility.

The Leadership Council met on May 9th, and after a lengthy, emotional conversation
made the decision to close the Downsize and Re-Create lanes and concentrate on the
Partnership (or Transplant) lane. We sent a letter on May 15th to the congregation
outlining our position and asking for your prayers as we moved forward gathering
more information about the possibility of partnering with either Spring Glen Church or
First Presbyterian Church. Our Leadership Council met with the leaders of Spring Glen
on May 24th, and we will meet with the leaders of First Pres. on May 31st.
In order to share what we are learning in preparation for our June 17th semi-annual
Congregational Meeting, we scheduled informal gatherings after worship on May 27th,
June 3rd and June 10th.
Last Sunday, May 27th, thirty of us had the opportunity to share our concerns and our
hopes in this unsettled time. And we shared our feelings about the love that binds our
community together. We hope that you will join us for the remaining two info sessions.
There are many nuances of our conversations that are so difficult to express in a letter,
an email or this newsletter. We need your voice, your prayers and your love as we
move forward with our discernment and our decisions.
Peace,
Bob
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Notice of the Annual Meeting of the Congregation:
Sunday, June 17, 2018
Pursuant to call by the Leadership Council, the Annual Meeting of the Congregation will
be held immediately following the worship service on Sunday, June 17, 2018, for the following purposes:
1. To approve the minutes of the Special Congregational Meeting held on April
29, 2018.
2. To consider reports on the 2017-2018 activities of the church.
3. To consider developing a Transition Plan for the future of the church, and to
hear and act upon a proposal to:
a. transplant the individual and collective non-material gifts and energies of
members of our congregation where God’s kingdom can flourish;
b. amend the budget and borrow from the endowment the funds needed to
hire experts to support the development of the Transition Plan;
c. establish a Legacy Facilitation Team; and
d. develop a Worship Plan to meet the spiritual and faith formation needs of
our faith community during this critical time of discernment and transition.
4. To elect Members of the Leadership Council.
5. To hear and act upon any other business brought before the congregation.
Copies of the relevant documents will be distributed by email and made available from
the Church office in advance and on the date of the meeting.
The Leadership Council encourages you to attend this important meeting. A quorum for
the meeting consists of 20% of all members and associate members.
Kay Comendul, Clerk
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Stay tuned for
information about….

Summer
at
Redeemer!
• Special Worship Services
• Special Inter-generational Events/Outings
• All-Church Gatherings with Transition

updates
A calendar of events coming soon!
Keep an eye out for more in the E-news &
Sunday bulletins!

Save the date!
Friday evening, July 20th
Picnic at Killam’s Point (Branford)!
...more information to follow shortly
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A Special Message from Hank Sykes:
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STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH
OFFERING JUNE 3rd

Has your life been changed by a church camp, Sunday school
program, church youth group, or adult education program?
Have you seen the impact of these programs on your children
or friends?
The Strengthen the Church special offering supports three ministries
of the Connecticut Conference of the United Church of Christ:
Silver Lake Conference Center, Youth and Young Adult Ministries,
and Faith Formation. The offering will support these three ministries
to change lives by identifying and affirming leaders, nurturing skills
and building capacity for ministry, and strengthening networks among
our local churches in an interdependent spirit. Ninety percent of this
offering will be used to support these three areas of ministry. Ten
percent will be shared with the national United Church of Christ’s
Strengthen the Church initiatives.
We will receive this special offering on June 3rd.
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Congratulations, Graduates!!
Redeemer congratulates our High School and College graduates
for 2018! If we have left you off the list, please contact the church
office with your info and we will put it in the June newsletter!
Jennifer Evans, daughter of Lorenzo and Roslyn Evans, graduated
from Quinnipiac University May 19th earning a Bachelor Science
degree in Biology with a minor in Spanish. Jennifer is currently
applying to PA programs.
Katrina Forman, daughter of Kristen and Tony Forman, graduated
May 18th, with an M.Div. degree from Union Theological Seminary
in New York.
Jordan Rebholz, Minister for Faith Formation at Redeemer,
graduated from Yale Divinity School on May 21st. At graduation
she received the Wolcott Calkins Prize for “excellence in clear and
vigorous pulpit speaking.”
William Suzuki , son of Helen Bartlett and Ken Suzuki, will be
graduating from Wilbur Cross High School in June. He will be
attending Yale in the fall.
Congratulations to all Graduates!
We wish you much success in all your future endeavors!

Redeemer News

Book
Groups

The Noon Book Group
Potluck
The Noon Book Group will meet on June 12 at the home
of Anne Schenck for a potluck. Please make special note
that the meeting will be at 1:00 instead of 12 noon.

The Evening Book Group
The next meeting of the Evening Book group will be on
Monday, June 25 at 7:30 pm to discuss An American
Marriage by Tayari Jones. The group will meet at the
home of Fran Giffin. All are welcome.
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Ushers and Hospitality Servers
For June and July
Thank you so much to all who serve as Ushers and Hospitality Servers each Sunday!
Ushers and Hospitality Servers are assigned by their respective teams to serve on a given
Sunday. Under Redeemer’s hospitality plan two individuals or couples are assigned as
hosts and hostesses for a given Sunday. One provides a savory food item and the other a
sweet treat. While our office administrator Barbara will continue to send reminders via
email each week, this list should serve as a reminder in advance of Sundays that you are
assigned.
If you are unavailable on a date you are assigned please try to arrange to exchange dates
with someone else and let Barbara know so that she can acknowledge the correct ushers
or hosts in the bulletin. This is the usher’s or hospitality server’s responsibility.

Ushers
June 3

Doby Hall
Courtney Mason

Hospitality Servers
June 3
Susan Gooley
TBD

June 10

Peter & Grace Halsey

June 10

Church Picnic

June 17

Ken Minkema
Lori Fast-Minkema

June 17

Anne Baltzell
Roz Hamilton

June 24

Wes & Carol Poling
Jon Reed

June 24

Carol & Wes Poling

July 1

Twila and Lubbie Harper
Shirin Hollis
Tony & Kristen Forman

July 1

Brad & Kathy Czepiel

July 8

Roz Hamilton
Twila Harper

July 8

Peggy Strickler

July 15

Ken Minkema
Lori Fast-Minkema

July 22

Brad & Kathy Czepiel

July 29

Cheryl Bergman
Bab Rawls-Ivy

July 15

TBD

July 22

Bob Parker
Jon Reed

July 29

Doby Hall
Courtney Mason

Carol Nardini

Children’s Sunday

25

10:00 Worship and Sunday School Evening Book
Group,
Home of Fran Giffin

24

11:30 Annual meeting

10:00 Worship and Sunday School

26

19

18

17

12

7:30 Leadership
Council, Phillips

5

Tue

12:00 Noon Book
Group potluck at
home of Anne
Schenck

11

4

Mon

9:25 Children rehearse, sanctuary
10:00 Worship and Sunday School
Picnic following worship
11:30 Information Session

10Jordan’s Farewell

9:30 Children rehearse, sanctuary
10:00 Worship and Communion
11:30 Information Session
11;30 Building

3

Sun

27

20

13

6

Wed

28

21

14

7

June 2018
Thu

29

22

15

8

1

Fri

30

23

16

9

2

Sat
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Jordan Rebholz,
Minister for Faith Formation
Robert Parker, Moderator of the Church
Henry Sykes, Treasurer
Kay Comendul, Clerk
Marguerite Brooks, Director of Music

Church
of the
Redeemer UCC
185 Cold Spring Street
New Haven, CT 06511
(203) 787-5711
redeemer@uccredeemer.org
The Rev. Susan J. Murtha,
Interim Senior Minister
susanjdarc@gmail.com

Julia Blue Raspe, Chancel Choir Director
and Alto Section Leader
Paul Berry, Boys’ Choir Director
and Tenor Section Leader
Sarah Reed, Soprano Section Leader
Brian Robinson, Bass Section Leader
Larry Bishop, Organist
Barbara Repetsky, Office Administrator
and Financial Secretary
Collin Morrissey, Security
Lou and Valarie Fanelli, Sextons

Church Picnic
after Worship June 10th
Sunday, June 10 after worship we will
have the grill going in the church
backyard for hamburgers and hot
dogs with all the fixin’s!
Please bring something—sweet or
savory—that you would like to share.
But…no ants please!!

