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Since I began my interim ministry at Church of the Redeemer, I’ve met with
two or three people each week to talk about where they are at in this transition
process and to offer my help. Since June 17th with Redeemers’ decisive vote to
transplant its members to another congregation and create a legacy, many of
the questions I hear relate to Redeemer’s next steps and timeline. Though in
some sense they are practical matters, they are also pastoral, spiritual,
emotional, theological and church community matters. So, I want to try to outline a few basic questions and answers that I expect will be helpful to all.

11

A: Sunday, September 2, 2018 at @10 AM in the sanctuary. Please see the
attached flyer. This service will include a simple but meaningful ritual to
bless this passage.
Q: Will there be a “Memorial Service” for Redeemer – a celebration to
honor Redeemer’s past and to bless us into God’s future?
A: Yes. The tentative date is Sunday, April 28 in the afternoon. A special
reception will follow. In addition to members, we will invite friends and
ministry partners, far and near, old and new, to join in this special service
and reception.
Q: To which church(es) are we transplanting?
R: A: On August 26, at a special congregational meeting, the congregation
will vote and act upon the recommendation of the Leadership Council
regarding “where” to transplant the people and their spiritual gifts. In order
to reach a recommendation, the Leadership Council will gather feedback
on the experiences members have had in worship and fellowship with First
Pres and Spring Glen and lead discussion sessions at Redeemer for
members to share their thoughts, feelings and perspectives with leadership
and each other. The responses to the early summer member survey and one
to be sent out in mid-August will also provide the Council with insight on
where members believe our faith community should be transplanted.
Continued page 2
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Q: What is our first Sunday in the new church(es)?
A: September 9, 2018.
Q: What will happen to Redeemer’s assets such as its musical instruments, sacred objects,
archives, furnishings, libraries, building, etc?
A: From these assets, Redeemer will create a legacy that blesses the world in a way that will endure.
The structure and process of making this legacy is a topic too large for this brief summary, but rest
assured that everyone will be invited to participate, communication will be ongoing, and that after
engaging in a lot of prayerful work to develop recommendations, decisions of significance will be
made through a vote of the congregation. Stay-tuned for news about the September kick-off event
for the legacy-making project.
Q: In the meantime, what will happen to the building?
A: Through June 2019, the building will remain open for use by various community groups and for
Redeemer functions, including all-church gatherings and meetings for its legacy-making process.
Q: What about my church membership?
A: An answer in four parts:
First and foremost, please don’t fret about this. Redeemer has a significant legacy-making process
ahead, which means it will remain a church for quite some time. You remain a member of
Church of the Redeemer until you transfer your membership to another church.
You should transfer your membership when you feel ready to commit to a new church home. In
my experience, people take as little as 2 months or as long as 2 years to make their
commitment to join a new church. God’s Spirit will guide you!
In accordance with the current bylaws, as a member of Redeemer you have the right to vote upon
recommendations regarding its legacy. Once you transfer membership to another church, you
will no longer be a voting member of Redeemer.
I’m available to help with any questions you have about maintaining and/or transferring your
church membership.
I hope these abbreviated notes are helpful. If you’d like a more in-depth response to any of these
questions or if you have other questions, please reach out to me and we’ll make a time to talk.
Blessings,
Pastor Susan
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Pausing at the Threshold:

A Service of Prayer, Gratitude & Encouragement

Sunday September 2, 2018
10:00 a.m.
last regular Sunday worship service in Redeemer sanctuary

Please join us as we
Offer & hear words of gratitude for the blessings of this place and among these people
Offer & hear words of encouragement for the journey ahead
Share in Communion

Observe a ritual on the threshold between the past & the future
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From the Moderator
Dear Members of Redeemer,

Greetings! By now many of you will have read the summary of the survey results that was
sent out. At this time Spring Glen is preferred by some, First Pres by others, but many
more of us are uncertain.
While we are actively trying to discern our future, it is important for us to also stay
present as members of Redeemer. We, the congregation, will need to vote on actions to
take in the future. We will need our time, energy, thoughts, care, and prayer to create
and follow through on the process of sharing Redeemer’s legacy.
In September we will be worshipping in another church/es, but we will also be focusing
on Redeemer’s legacy-making process. We, the congregation, will need to be active in the
area that we each, individually, are passionate about. (See Legacy-Making at Redeemer on
pages 6 and 7 for more details.)
In the past I’ve frequently been amazed at the matter-of-fact caring, dedication, and skills
that you members of Redeemer have shared. Once again, we will be putting our gifts to
use during this challenge/opportunity: worshipping with another congregation/s and
re-imaging the future, while retaining our identity as members of the Church of the
Redeemer as we actively strive to share the legacy of Redeemer to honor our past.
The best thing about uncertainty is the possibility in its midst.
Peace to you all,
Heather
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Transplanting and Legacy –Making Updates
MEMBER SURVEY UPDATE

SECOND SURVEY REGARDING TRANSPLANTING WILL BE
E-MAILED ON AUGUST 12th
Thank you to all who took the first Redeemer survey about transplanting. Hopefully,
most of you have had time to look at the summary of the survey results that were emailed
or mailed to you on July 16.
A second survey will be going live on August 12. We hope the results will further help us
discern our transplanting and legacy-making process. You will receive an email with a link
to the new survey when it becomes available, so please stay tuned.
Blessings,
Heather Jessen

Important: Save August 26 for the
Congregational Meeting
Congregational Meeting — August 26, 2018
The Call to the Congregational Meeting will be read at Messy
Church worship on Sunday, August 5th. It will also be
published in the Redeemer E-news in the next few weeks and
again in the August 19th bulletin.
Please save this very important date in your calendar.

Legacy-making at Redeemer
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As Church of the Redeemer transplants its people and their spiritual gifts to another
church(es) this September, we will also begin our work of creating a faithful legacy from
Redeemer’s material assets. These assets are poised to bless the world in ways that honor
Redeemer’s history, identity and mission! We are in the very early stages of forming this
legacy-making process, but do want to share a few highlights at this point and invite all
who are interested to be part of the process.
This schematic outlines Redeemer’s assets in categories from real estate to books!
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Below is a spreadsheet of the Redeemer’s “work groups”. This fall we will organize
meetings, tasks, timelines and clarify larger purposes. Please look it over and consider
joining a group that is of interest to you! You may be asking, “What is the Special Worship/Celebration/Reception.” A brief answer for now with the promise of more later: on
April 28, 2019 we’ll have a large worship service and special reception at Church of the
Redeemer to honors its history and to welcome the blessings of God’s future.

We will share much more in the months ahead, but if you have questions now, please don’t
hesitate to be in touch with me or a member of the Leadership Council.

Blessings,
Pastor Susan
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From Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Caryne Eskridge
It is hard to believe that we only have about a month left in
summer, but Redeemer’s kids have been making the most of
it!

We have been working on some craft projects that help us to think and talk about our
church’s current transition. On July 1st, Pastor Susan came to Sunday School to make
suncatchers with us and to talk about moving to a new church in the future. We acknowledged how it can sometimes be overwhelming to have to meet new people, especially a lot
at once, but also thought about how meeting new people can lead to new friendships and
connections. We started working on a group project, our Faith Tapestry, on July 22nd and
will continue to work on it. We all wrote down thoughts, hopes, and prayers on pieces of
ribbon and started weaving them together to make a larger textile. When it is finished, we
will have a brightly-colored visual representation of our Redeemer Kids community.
I enjoyed the opportunity to worship at First Presbyterian on July 8th, and I hope that you
did, too. A few kids from Redeemer got to participate in prayer and singing time led by
Christian Education Director Kimberley Fais, which was followed by playground time. I
hope that some of you were able to enjoy the Third Thursday opportunity last week to
spend time with First Pres members and took advantage of the Q&A session with Pastor
JC and Kimberley on July 29th. There are wonderful things happening in the children’s
ministry at First Pres.
If you are in town on August 5th, do not miss Messy Church, starting at 4pm! It will be a
fun time for all ages, with the adults taking a cue from the kids and embracing creativity in
worship. Plans for the rest of Summer Sunday School in August include Sunday School at
Spring Glen Church, a water day, and even more!
In August, there are many opportunities for kids and families to get to know the staff and
members of Spring Glen Church. On Wednesday evening, August 8th, join Spring Glen
staff and members for a pizza and salad dinner and time of fellowship. On Sunday the 12th,
Redeemer will worship at Spring Glen, and I will be coordinating with children’s ministry
staff to make sure that our kids at Redeemer and their grownups know what to expect.

I have been communicating every week with Redeemer families with children through an
emailed newsletter. If you have not been receiving it and would like to, please let me know
and I will add you to the list!
I am greatly enjoying the opportunity to spend time every week with Redeemer’s kids. I am
especially thankful to have the support of your wonderful Children’s Faith Formation
Team: Grace Halsey, Courtney Mason, Peggy Strickler, and Bailey Sullivan.
Feel free to contact me at caeskr@gmail.com with any questions or concerns. We are always
happy to have folks join us on a Sunday morning! I can promise that you will have fun and
come away having learned something from Redeemer’s kids.
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Redeemer’s Picnic
at Killam’s Point
On Friday night, July 20th, we basked in the glory of God’s backyard at Killam’s
Point on Long Island Sound. God’s children of all ages swam together as each of
us took in the breathtaking view, shared in the company of one another and
feasted on a church potluck. Bliss!

Thank you to Ken Minkema for this wonderful photo taken at the
picnic at Killam’s Point on July 20th.
If anyone else has pictures from Redeemer’s summer events that you would like to
share, send them to us at redeemer@uccredeemer.org!
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Ushers and Hospitality Servers
For August 2018
Ushers
Aug 5

Messy Church
no am worship

Hospitality Servers
August 5
Messy Church
no am worship

Aug 12

at Spring Glen UCC

Aug 12

at Spring Glen UCC

Aug 19

TBD

Aug 19

Aug 26

Nancy Carrington
TBD

Claudia Bosch
Carolyn Ladd
Jon Weber

Aug 26

Cheryl Bergman
Aldo Cupo

Sept 2

Doby Hall
Barbara Libby

Sept 2

Peter and Grace Halsey

Can you help?
As we approach the end of the summer, ushers,
readers and nursery assistants are needed. If you
can help, please call Barbara in the church office at
203-787-5711 or email redeemer@uccredeemer.org.

Friends in Faith Kayaking
The following dates are set for
Friends in Faith Kayaking:
August 19 (Sunday)
September 23 (Sunday)
We haven’t yet determined time and place. We have normally done Sunday
kayaking at 2pm. Please let us know if there is any place you have in mind.

11:00 Special
Congregational
Meeting

10:00 Worship
at Redeemer

26

2:00 Friends in
Faith Kayaking

10:00 Worship
at Redeemer

19

10:00 Worship at
Spring Glen UCC
11:00 Fellowship

27

20

13

28

7:30 Leadership
Council

21

14

Messy Church
4:00-6:30

12

7
7:30 Leadership
Council

6

5

Tue

No morning worship

Mon

Sun

29

22

15

6:00 Pizza, Salad
and Fellowship at
Spring Glen UCC

30

23

16

9

2

1

8

Thu

Wed

August 2018

31

24

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

11

4

Sat
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185 Cold Spring Street
New Haven, CT 06511
(203) 787-5711
redeemer@uccredeemer.org

The Rev. Susan J. Murtha,
Interim Senior Minister
susanjdarc@gmail.com

Caryne Eskridge,
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Heather Jessen, Moderator of the Church
Robert Parker, Treasurer
Kay Comendul, Clerk
Larry Bishop, Organist
Barbara Repetsky, Office Administrator
and Financial Secretary
Collin Morrissey, Security
Lou and Valarie Fanelli, Sextons

As a deer longs for flowing streams,
so my soul longs for you, O God.
My soul thirsts for God,
for the living God.
When shall I come and behold
the face of God?
Psalm 42: 1-2

