THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER UCC
MUSIC SUNDAY
SUNDAY, MAY 20, 2018

VISION STATEMENT
We are the Church of the Redeemer, United Church of Christ,
an inclusive community committed to the worship of God, the work of justice,
and the recognition of our common humanity in the struggles of life.
We follow Jesus Christ, who welcomes all people to his table.
We celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people:
in race, gender, age, sexual orientation, physical and mental abilities,
marital and economic status and culture.
Join us on a journey of the Holy Spirit,
where faith and intellect meet, learning never ends,
and music and the arts draw us closer to our Creator.

1

WELCOME
We are pleased that you could join us this morning; wherever you are on your life and
faith journey, you are welcome at the Church of the Redeemer. If you have any
questions, please speak with an usher at the back of the Sanctuary. If you would like
more information about the church, fill out the visitor information form at the back of
this bulletin and put it in an offering plate. We hope you will join us after the service at
Coffee Hour for a time of fellowship – go out the side door and follow the crowds.
ABOUT US
The Church of the Redeemer is an open and affirming, theologically progressive,
mainline Protestant church affiliated with the United Church of Christ (UCC). It was
founded as a Congregational church in New Haven in 1838. Our identity is summarized
by our vision statement.
CHILDCARE DURING AND AFTER CHURCH
Children are always welcome in church. Activity bags for older children and rocking
chairs for adults with babies are available at the rear of the sanctuary. We have a
nursery downstairs for children through age 6; you can take your child there at any time
(follow the "Nursery" signs in the Tower Lobby or ask the ushers at the back).

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS AND ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES
If you are having trouble reading this bulletin or hearing the service,
the ushers can provide you with a large-print bulletin or an assistive
listening device.
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The Church of the Redeemer UCC
Music Sunday
Sunday, May 20, 2018
PRELUDE

Vivaldi-Walther

Concerto in b minor

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME
GATHERING
Hymn

Pastor Susan Murtha

Like the murmur of the dove’s song
Caesar Storlazzi, oboe
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Carol Barnett

from Bluegrass Mass
Ellie Czepiel, Meggie Czepiel and Emma Reed, soprano

They say God loved the world so dear he set aside his crown
and cloaked himself in human shape;
they say that he came down and dwelt awhile among us here.
He came on down.
Traditional

This little light of mine

Call to Worship please stand
Leader:
The Holy Spirit is here among us,
People:
within us, around us, and between us.
Leader:
The Holy Spirit is here to strengthen us,
People:
bringing us courage to be faithful.
Leader:
The Holy Spirit is here to move us,
People:
leading us to sing and praise.
All:
Let us join together to worship God.
PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Bob Parker

Anniversary Hymn
Verses 1, 2 and 4: all
Verse 3: choir only
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CENTERING PRAYER

Francisco F. Feliciano
Ken Untener

Silence My Soul
Prophets of a Future Not Our Own

Silence my soul, these trees are prayers.
I asked the tree:
tell me about God.
And it blossomed.
Pastor Susan:
Thomas Leutner:
All:
Tony Forman:

All:
Kathy Czepiel:

All:
Victor Bolden:
All:
Pastor Susan:
All:
ANTHEM

It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view.
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is even beyond our
vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent
enterprise that is God’s work. Nothing we do is complete,
which is a way of saying that the Kingdom always lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith.
No confession brings perfection.
No program accomplishes the Church’s mission.
No set of goals and objectives includes everything.
This is what we are about.
We plant the seeds that one day will grow.
We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future
promise.
We lay foundations that will need further development.
We provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities.
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in
realizing that. This enables us to do something, and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way,
an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and do the rest.
We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between
the master builder and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs.
We are prophets of a future not our own.

Johann Sebastian Bach

from Mass in b minor
Dona nobis pacem

Grant us peace.
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
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Jordan Rebholz

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM for Malachi David Rebholz
Parents: Jordan and Robert Rebholz
Godparents: Christian Bucey and Micah Bucey
Invitation
Welcome
Address
Scriptural warrant for baptism from Matthew’s Gospel (unison)
Jesus came and said to them, “all authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.”
Questions and Commitments
Prayer over the waters of baptism (unison)
O God, we give you thanks for the gift of water. Over water your Holy Spirit
brooded in creation to bring forth the earth. Through water you led the
Chosen People to deliverance in the Promised Land. In the fullness of time
you sent Jesus Christ who was nurtured in the water of Mary’s womb. In the
waters of the Jordan, John baptized Jesus. With water Jesus wash the feet of
his disciples and taught them to serve. Bless now this water and grant that
what we do now on earth may be confirmed in heaven. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.
Act of Baptism
Prayer for the baptized (unison)
O God, uphold Malachi by your Holy Spirit. Increase in him from day to day,
your gifts of grace, the spirit of knowledge and reverence of God, and the
spirit of joy and love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Giving of Gifts
Deacon Nancy Carrington
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Hymn please remain seated
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I was there to hear your borning cry
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PASSING OF THE PEACE
Let us welcome one another with the traditional Christian greeting
“Peace be with you." "And also with you."
IN GRATITUDE for those who make music at Church of the Redeemer
Paul Berry, Julie Blue Raspe and Marguerite Brooks
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HYMN

O God beyond all praising
Please sing verses one and three in unison, and verse two in parts.
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PRAYERS
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer unison
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Prayer Response
Traditional
Fairest Lord Jesus
Sarah Reed, soprano; Julia Blue Raspe, alto
Paul Berry, tenor; Brian Robinson, bass
OFFERTORY
Call to Offering
Offertory Anthem

Steven Hatfield

Living in a Holy City

We come together to work so that face to face
we can instruct our hands to build a house of grace.
for every one of us here is a dwelling place,
and we’re assembled for a holy city. Alleluia!
We come together to work so that hand in hand
we raise our voices up to mark the place we stand.
And every step that you take is a promised land
when you are heading for a holy city. Alleluia!
We come together to work so that voice to voice
we can command the world: everyone rejoice!
When the messenger dares you to make a choice,
say you’re preparing for a holy city. Alleluia!
I must be living in a holy city!
Prayer of Dedication
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SCRIPTURE

Psalm 150

All:
Pulpit side:

Praise God!
Praise God in the sanctuary;
praise God in the mighty firmament!
Lectern side: Praise God for mighty acts;
praise God for exceeding greatness!
Pulpit side: Praise God with trumpet sound;
praise God with lute and harp!
Lectern side: Praise God with tambourine and dance;
praise God with strings and pipe!
Pulpit side: Praise God with well-tuned cymbals;
praise God with loud cymbals!
All:
Let everything that has breath praise God! O praise God!
INVITATION
Leader:

….Therefore, let us join ourselves to one another in joyful prayer,
listening for the voice of the Spirit in the grateful testimonies of friends
and in the words we speak together.

LITANY
All:

Good and gracious God, we give you thanks for the blessings of music
in our lives and in this place.
For the blessings of singing together as a congregation:

Readers:

For the coordination of hymns and scripture that has touched me
deeply and left me feeling complete when each worship service is
done;
For arrangements and beautiful descants that make hymns into
journeys of faith and emotion;
For the exhilaration of singing the Hallelujah Chorus at Easter,
surrounded by the members of my congregation;
For the chance to sing new hymns that give birth to something new in
me, and give voice to feelings and thoughts I sometimes didn’t even
know I had;

All:

We give you thanks, O God.
For the blessings of the organ and other instruments:

Readers:

For the purity and play of structured sound; for melody, rhythm, and
harmony that work together to create beauty and meaning;
For our senses, which allow us to hear the music in our ears and feel its
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vibrations through our whole bodies as an organ bass note or a
drumroll fills the sanctuary;
For our magnificent Aeolian Skinner organ; for the breath that moves
through the pipes when sound is set in motion; and for Larry’s artfulness
in making that breath speak as a living spirit;
All:

We give you thanks, O God.
For the blessings of the Senior Choir:

Readers:

For the joy of membership in the senior choir, whose excellence in
offering up inspired choral music allows my soul to sing;
For the time and talents of dedicated choir members who made the
worshipful music that kept Ken and me coming back to Redeemer
when we moved here nearly thirty years ago;
For anthems that give voice to our spirits and capture what words
alone cannot; and for the choir’s care and attention to the task of
interpreting each different piece of music so that its unique message
and intention are conveyed meaningfully, to God’s glory;
For Maggie, who has called us to a depth of feeling and
understanding of the music we sing, making it an integral and essential
part of the experience of worship;

All:

We give you thanks, O God.
For the blessings of music among our children and youth:

Readers:

For Isaiah’s sense of anticipation, excitement, and finally elation at
being old enough to sing in the Chancel Choir and then the Boys’
Choir with Quinby, Noah, and his friends;
For the Chancel Choir, my first singing experience outside of school;
and for the chance to expand my voice, my understanding, and my
ability to read music when I moved up to the Girls’ Choir in third grade;
For the example that Khalil, August, and older boys gave me when
they sang and played instruments in church;
For my exposure to different styles of music and different ways of
approaching it; and for the confidence I’ve gained, as both a
musician and a person, by singing with the adults in the Senior Choir;
For the gift of early music training within our faith community, which
has shaped my son’s love of music, advanced his skills, nurtured his
own interests, and instilled in him a deeper appreciation for practicing,
sharing, and working together;
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All:

We give you thanks, O God.
For the blessings of memories recalled in sound and futures shaped in
tones:

Readers:

For the shared past called up by music: for Ethan singing Benjamin
Britten’s “This little babe, so few days old” on Christmas Eve with Calvin,
David, Colin, and James; and for Adam wearing hidden roller sneakers
under his blue Chancel Choir robe and appearing to float down the
aisle;
For both the joyous and the contemplative tones that have
accompanied important occasions in my life, led me in song, and
lifted my heart;
For the phrases of songs and snippets of melodies that sink into me and
become the soundtrack for my week—the bits of music I rely on to get
me through challenging moments or to ease me back to sleep when I
wake in the night; for the songs that have touched my children, that
they sang at home, even years later; and for the good hope that they,
too, will have such a soundtrack to turn to as they grow older;

All:

We give you thanks, O God.
For the blessings of all people who have made music together in this
place:

Pulpit side:

For the directors of our choirs: for Maggie, Julia, and Paul, and for all
those who came before to build a tradition of care, diversity, and
eloquence;

Lectern side: For our organist, Larry, and for all his practiced skill and selfless artistry;
Pulpit side:

For the section leaders who have led our Senior Choir each year
through Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and
Pentecost: for Sarah, Julia, Paul, and Brian, and for Dayna, Howard,
Elliott, and all the voices we remember;

Lectern side: For the singers in all of our choirs, the players of all of our instruments,
the volunteers for summer music, the committee members, the child
wranglers and the music librarians; for all who have committed to
using their God-given talents in the service of music; and for the
parents, grandparents, and friends who have given their time and
tenacity so that our children could lead us in worship through song;
All:

For every person in this congregation; for everyone who has sung a
hymn, or hummed along, or listened to another sing, or felt the organ
move the air; for the Voice that sings in each of us and in all of us;
We give you thanks, O God!
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Through music at the Church of the Redeemer, you have brought our
voices and bodies together in praise to you, opening and uplifting our
souls through the grace of your Holy Spirit.
We give you thanks. We give you thanks.
Alleluia, alleluia!
RECESSIONAL HYMN

When in our music God is glorified

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net. A-720478

SENDING
Carol Barnett

from Bluegrass Mass
Ellie Czepiel, Meggie Czepiel and Emma Reed, soprano

They say God loved the world so dear she set aside her crown
And cloaked herself in human shape;
They say that she came down and dwelt awhile among us here.
She came on down.
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Jan Harmon

Good Friend

Please sing with the choirs.
We sing once in unison and then once as a round in four parts.
Repeat the last line until all are singing it.
Part one is the first few rows in front of the lectern;
Part two is the back few rows on the lectern side.
Part three is the back few rows on the pulpit side.
Part four is the first few rows in front of the pulpit.

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net. A-720478

Mark Miller

Draw the circle wide

Please sing when invited,
And, as you sing, please join the circle bringing your bulletin
as we will remain in the circle for the rest of the service.

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net. A-720478
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BENEDICTION
HYMN

God be with you til we meet again
Verse 1: choir
Verses 2 and 3: all

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net. A-720478

George Frideric Handel

from Messiah
Halleluia!
Please sing with the choirs.

POSTLUDE

Louis Lefébure-Wély

Sortie III in E flat

Please be seated during the postlude and use this time for silent reflection.
Please join us for refreshments in the Sterling Room following worship this morning.
You can get to the Sterling Room by exiting the side door at the front of the sanctuary.
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THANK YOU TO THOSE PARTICIPATING IN THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP SERVICE
Deacon: Nancy Carrington
Readers:
Anne Baltzell
Victor Bolden
Kathy Czepiel
Meggie Czepiel
Tony Forman
Lori Fast-Minkema
Shirin Hollis
Geoff Johnson
Carolyn Ladd
Thomas Leutner
Courtney Mason
Isaiah Mason
Bob Parker
Ushers: Tony Forman and Jonathan Reed
The flowers on the altar are given in honor of the Music Ministry of the
Church of the Redeemer, Marguerite Brooks, director.
The flower on the railing is given in honor of the baptism of
Malachi David Rebholz.









Next Sunday
Hospitality: Roz Hamilton, and Jon and Sarah Reed
Ushers: Bob Parker and Marilyn Toland
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
THIS TUESDAY: THE NOON BOOK GROUP
The Noon Book Group will be discussing Salvage the Bones by Jesmyn Ward on May 22
at 12:00 in the Phillips Room. Bring your lunch and share some interesting discussion and
fellowship.
Looking ahead: The Noon Book Group will meet for a potluck lunch at the home of
Anne Schenck on June 12th at Noon.
TOMORROW: THE EVENING BOOK GROUP
The next meeting of the Evening Book group will be on Monday, May 21 at 7:30 pm to
discuss The Women in the Castle by Jessica Shattuck. Note the change in location: the
group will meet at the home of Judy Falcigno. All are welcome.
YOUTH GROUP
Today is BEACH DAY! Wooo! We will meet at 12:30 pm at United Church Parish House
323 Temple Street and head to Lighthouse Point Park as a group.
Note: If the weather is bad - We will still meet at United Church Parish House at 12:30,
and we will have our program indoors until 2:30 pm. Please check your e-mail on
Sunday morning! I will send an update on whether we will be indoors or at the beach!
We will not have a meeting on May 27th; enjoy your Memorial Day weekend with your
family!
NEXT SUNDAY: INFORMATION UPDATE
Next Sunday, May 27th there will be an informal information session to update those
present in regard to “transplanting.”

Sunday, May 20, 2018

Monday, May 21, 2018
Tuesday, May 22, 2018
Sunday, May 27, 2018
Monday, May 28, 2018

CHURCH MEETINGS AND EVENTS
8:30 am
Senior Choir, sanctuary
9:35 am
Children’s Choirs, sanctuary
10:00 am
Worship and Sunday school
12:30 pm
Youth Group Beach Day,
Meet at United Church Parish House
323 Temple Street, New Haven
7:30 pm
Evening Book Group,
Home of Judy Falcigno
12:00 pm
Noon Book Group, Phillips
10:00 am
Worship and Sunday school
11:30 am
Information session with updates on
“transplanting”
Memorial Day
Church office is closed
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SAFE CHURCH POLICY
The Church of the Redeemer aspires to provide a safe environment for people of all
ages; physical and sexual abuse and harassment will not be tolerated in any way. The
full text of our Safe Church policy is available on our website.
REDEEMER OFFICE HOURS
The Redeemer office is open Mondays through Fridays from 9:15 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. You
may also contact the office by sending an email to redeemer@uccredeemer.org.
CONTACT REVEREND MURTHA
Susan may be reached via the Redeemer office at (203) 787-5711. You may also reach
her via email at susanjdarc@gmail.com or by telephone at (203) 936-9356.

WELCOME VISITORS TO THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER UCC!
Please let us know more about you and how we can serve you.
Please complete this card and place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher.
Name:_________________________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________
Phone:_________________________________________________________________________
Email address: __________________________________________________________________
___ I would like to be on your mailing list to receive newsletter (email or USPS)
___ I would like information about Sunday School for my children:
Name(s)/Ages(s): __________________________________________________________
___ I would like a call from the Pastor.
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The Church of the Redeemer
United Church of Christ
185 Cold Spring Street
New Haven, CT 06511
Phone: 203-787-5711
redeemer@uccredeemer.org
http://uccredeemer.org
Join us on Facebook at Church of the Redeemer New Haven
Susan J. Murtha, Interim Senior Minister
susanjdarc@gmail.com
Jordan Rebholz, Minister for Faith Formation
Robert Parker, Moderator of the Church
Henry Sykes, Treasurer
Kay Comendul, Clerk
Marguerite Brooks, Director of Music
Julia Blue Raspe, Chancel Choir Director and Alto Section Leader
Paul Berry, Boys' Choir Director and Tenor Section Leader
Sarah Reed, Soprano Section Leader
Brian Robinson, Bass Section Leader
Larry Bishop, Organist
Barbara Repetsky, Office Administrator and Financial Secretary
Collin Morrissey, Security
Lou and Valarie Fanelli, Sextons
Nadine Alexander, Nursery Attendant
Emily Novicki, Nursery Attendant
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