March 2018

Church of the Redeemer UCC

Redeemer News
From Pastor Susan:
We open March in the middle of Lent and will close it on the
Saturday before Easter! On Wednesday evenings in between, we
are on a Lenten journey of exploring the words of Jesus from the
cross – what did he most want to say and what do these words
mean to us today? We start with a simple meal of soup and bread. I
pray this journey will be food for our bodies and our souls. Come
for one or all four gatherings. Please note that in the first week of
March we will pause our program in order to allow folks to help
out with Abraham’s Tent.
In March, we will also continue Redeemer’s active discernment of
its future. This is a wilderness experience for sure! But hang in
there because you will find your way, pray this through, make
faithful decisions. Some of your next steps include learning about
Presbyterian governance and theology (this as an educational
session needed before considering possible partnership), distilling
learnings from the merger process with United, and deciding if you
are going to focus on remaining at Redeemer (which involves restaffing and re-creating) or focus on partnering. Two events are
planned to help in these steps:
Sunday, March 11, Next Steps: Part 6, UCC & Presbyterian
Governance and Beliefs. Our two guest speakers are so excited
about helping Redeemer in its process. From the UCC, we will
have Sarah Drummond (Dean of Andover Newton Seminary at
Yale); from the Presbyterian denomination, we will have Rev. Cass
Shaw (President and CEO of the Council of Churches of Greater
Bridgeport). It promises to be engaging, informative and fun!
Bring all your questions!
Sunday, April 8: All-church Retreat of Active Discernment, off site
(location to be announced). We will begin the day with a brief and
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informal worship service. In the retreat we will devote time and focus on your merger
process with United.” What pieces of the vision would you want to carry with you if
you consider partnering? What did you learn about what went wrong and your part in
that? What would you do differently in a future attempt to partner (or merge)? Are
you grieving this loss or “so over it”? And other questions! We will also try to get to
discussion about a key
decision: do you want to remain at Redeemer or focus on partnering? I will be sending much more info about this retreat in the coming weeks.
There is much more I’d like to share but must stop now. I have several tasks ahead
with my trip to California to help my son and daughter-in-law’s family with the arrival of their second child. It’s a girl!
Lenten blessings,
Pastor Susan

Children’s Faith Formation
How do I even begin to thank you all? There are no words to explain
how deeply touched Bobby and I were that you surprised us with a
baby shower on Sunday, February 25th! It’s pretty hard to surprise
me and you somehow did it!
The entire event itself was gorgeous, from the decorations to the cake, and I will
treasure the pictures captured that day forever. The outpouring of generosity from all
of you touched my heart in ways I will never have the words to describe. Thank you to
everyone who made it all possible. This
little boy is so loved already!
More than most people, you understand the difficult journey that
Bobby and I have been on for the past year and a half, and I want you to know that I am
not quite sure we would have made it through without our church family. When you are
going through a difficult time, just knowing that you are supported and loved by a community makes the journey that much more possible. Thank you for loving us through it
all.
Over the past two years, it has been a joy and an honor to spend time with your
children. I can’t wait to have my own son be a part of this church family and Bobby
and I can’t wait to tell him how much he is loved by all of you. Thank you for everything!
— Jordan Rebholz, Minister for Faith Formation
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Holy Week 2018
at

Church of the Redeemer
Palm Sunday

March 25 10:00 am

Service of Palms

Maundy Thursday

March 29 7:00 pm

Service of Tenebrae

Easter Sunday
April 1 10:00 am
Celebration
of the Resurrection
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Daylight Saving
Time begins
Sunday,
March 11th.
Remember to set your clocks ahead one hour.

Page 4

Page 5

In the midst of suffering, where is God? God is here.
Where are you?
When you give to OGHS, you are here.
It is easy to feel overwhelmed when we look at all the areas of need in God’s world:
there is hunger, sickness, and injustice in so many communities.
It is easy to feel there is nothing we can do to help.
We can feel trapped by hopelessness and fear
that what little we can do — won’t have an impact.

But there is hope!
Better yet: we are that hope!
“By the power at work within us” God is able to “accomplish abundantly more than we can ask or imagine.”
(Apostle Paul, Ephesians 3:20)
“We are the agents of transformation that God uses to transfigure this world.”
(Archbishop Desmond Tutu)

Wishing and dreaming of a better world means nothing
if we don’t realize that God gives us community to practice love and compassion.
We cannot only care for ourselves,
but we must also care about those around us, both near and far.

On Sunday, March 11th, we, Church of the Redeemer,
will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing special offering.
Our gifts become part of a loving legacy in ways we can’t foresee.
Our gifts become blessings to people we don’t know and blesses in ways we can’t expect.

We can make a difference beyond what we can imagine.
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Youth
Group
Events
in
March and
Beyond

Youth
grades
7—12
Mark your
calendars!
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Book Groups
in March
The Noon Book Group
The Noon Book Group will next meet Tuesday, March
13 at 12 Noon in the Phillips Room to discuss
Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng .
The Noon Book Group normally meets the second and
fourth Tuesdays of the month. Come join in the
discussion and fellowship!

The Evening Book Group
The next meeting of the Evening Book Group will be
on March 26 at 7:30 pm to discuss An Unnecessary
Woman by Rabih Alameddine. The group will meet at
the home of Carol Nardini. All are welcome.
Reading ahead, the group will meet on April 23 at the
home of Kathy Hagearty to discuss Sing, Unburied,
Sing by Jesmyn Ward.
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Sign-up for camp at

SILVER LAKE
It's time to sign up for Silver Lake — the UCC summer
camp from grades 3 to 12 in Sharon, CT. Scholarships
are available. If you don't know about Silver Lake,
please talk to Pastor Susan. She would like every child
to have this experience!
For more information go to:
https://www.silverlakect.org/summercamp.
The brochure/poster included on this link can also be
seen on the Christian Education bulletin board in the
hallway leading to the Sterling Room. Take a look at
all of the exciting programs available this year!
Silver Lake Conference Center Mission Statement
Silver Lake Conference Center, a year round outdoor ministry of the
Connecticut Conference of the United Church of Christ, is called to
covenant with God and with the churches and people of the conference in
the work of forming life-sustaining leaders for the church and the world,
by offering: • Experiences of inclusive and nurturing Christian community
• Opportunities to grow and participate as Christ’s disciples • A model of
sustainable environmental stewardship of God’s world. We worship, learn,
play, serve, and work together, respecting the right of private judgement.
We seek to provide a safe environment of acceptance regardless of race,
ethnicity, gender, or sexual orientation, reflecting our unity in Christ and
respecting the faith journeys of all of God’s children.
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Super Saturday - March 17, 2018
Super Saturday Features Jacqui Lewis

"Even in these wilderness times, in times of violence, even
now our destination is love. Love that lasts. Love like God's
love." Rev. Jacqui Lewis
Rev. Jacqui Lewis pastors a congregation in New York City that is said to have diversity
that looks like the subway, but its legendary love feels like home. In every aspect of the
ministry at Middle Collegiate, love is the center, love is the grounding, love is the mission.
It matters not what your faith tradition is, or is not. It matters not what the color of your
skin or your country of origin is. It matters not how old or young you are. It matters not
weather you are straight or gay, trans, bi or questioning, single or committed. You are
truly welcome at Middle Collegiate. This faith community lives and shares the love of God
within the walls of the church as well as on the streets in their community.

Come to Super Saturday on March 17 at Minnechaug Regional High School
in Wilbraham, and be inspired by Jacqui and many other workshop presenters who will
share their gifts as we seek to Live the Love and Justice of Jesus.

Registration Now - registration is open through March 8, 2018
For more information or to register use this web address:
https://www.macucc.org/eventdetail/9985355985355

Super Saturday
March 17, 8:00 AM to 3:45 PM
Minnechaug Regional High School,

Wilbraham, MA
A full day of workshops, networking a marketplace and address
by the Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis, pastor of Middle Collegiate
Church in New York City and co-founder of The Middle Project
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Ushers and Hospitality Servers
For March and April
Thank you so much to all who serve as Ushers and Hospitality Servers each Sunday!
Ushers and Hospitality Servers are assigned by their respective teams to serve on a
given Sunday. Under Redeemer’s hospitality plan two individuals or couples are
assigned as hosts and hostesses for a given Sunday. One provides a savory food item
and the other a sweet treat. While our office administrator Barbara will continue to
send reminders via email each week, this list should serve as a reminder in advance
of Sundays that you are assigned.
If you are unavailable on a date you are assigned please try to arrange to exchange
dates with someone else and let Barbara know so that she can acknowledge the
correct ushers or hosts in the bulletin. This is the usher’s or hospitality server’s
responsibility.

Ushers
March 4

Roz Hamilton
Twila Harper
Peggy Strickler

Hospitality Servers
March 4 Ruth Kaufman
Greta Seashore

March 11 TBD

March 11 Next Steps: Part 6
Luncheon

March 18 Bob Parker
Marilyn Toland

March 18 Susan Gooley
Barbara Libby

March 25 Doby Hall
Courtney Mason

March 25 Grace and Peter Halsey
Fran Giffin

April 1

Bill and Julie Moore
Alan Kendrix

April 1

Carol and Wes Poling
Roz Hamilton

April 8

Retreat

April 8

Retreat

April 15

Peter and Grace Halsey

April 15

April 22

Ken and Lori Minkema

Ian Skoggard
Hank Sykes

April 29

Wes and Carol Poling
Jon Reed

April 22

Susan Hunter
Mark and Sara Dixon

April 29

Nate Brown
Melissa Knauert Brown
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19
7:00 Deacons,
Phillips

26
27
7:30 Evening Book 12:00 Noon Book
Group, location
Group, Phillips
TBD

25
8:55 Senior choir, sanctuary
10:00 Worship & CS
11;:5 Children’s Choirs
5:00 Youth Group: Chill Night
with dinner

20

13
12:00 Noon Book
Group, Phillips

18
8:55 Senior choir, sanctuary
10:00 Worship & CS
11:15 Children’s Choirs

Abraham’s Tent
Dinner — Breakfast

12
Abraham’s Tent –
Breakfast

Abraham’s Tent
Dinner – Breakfast

Abraham’s Tent
Dinner—Breakfast

11
Daylight Savings Time Begins
8:55 Senior choir, sanctuary
10:00 Worship & CS
11:15 Children’s Choirs
11:30 Next Steps: Part 6,
Sterling
*5:00 Youth Group: Chill Night

6
7:30 Leadership
Council, Phillips

5

4
8:55 Senior Choir, sanctuary
10:00 Worship & Communion
11:15 Children’s Choirs
11:30 Building Team, Phillips

Tue

Mon

Sun
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28
7:45 Senior Choir,
sanctuary

21
Lenten Soup, Bread &
Fellowship, Parlor
Lenten “Crosswords,”
Parlor

14
Lenten Soup, Bread &
Fellowship, Parlor
Lenten “Crosswords,”
Parlor

Abraham’s Tent
Dinner — Breakfast

7

Wed

7:00 Maundy
Thursday Service

29
Maundy Thursday

22
7:45 Senior Choir,
sanctuary

15
7:45 Senior Choir,
sanctuary

Abraham’s Tent
Dinner — Breakfast

30

23

16

Good Friday

Abraham’s Tent
Dinner — Breakfast

9

2

1
7:45 Senior Choir,
sanctuary

8
7:45 Senior Choir,
sanctuary

Fri

Thu

31
10:00 Senior Choir,
sanctuary
12:00 Deacons
decorate

24

17
Youth Group: True
Colors Conference

Abraham’s Tent
Dinner — Breakfast

10

3
Youth Group:
Overnight Lock-In,
Spring Glen

Sat

March 2018
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Henry Sykes, Treasurer
Kay Comendul, Clerk
Marguerite Brooks, Director of Music
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