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Church of the Redeemer UCC

From the Pastor
It was the Lenten-Easter season some years ago when I saw the film “The Postman.” Pablo
Neruda’s poem at the end of the film inspired my writing this Easter prayer-poem, which I
share with all of you as my Easter gift!

April 2018

With Resurrection blessings, Pastor Susan
It was at that age,
in the fullness of time,
You arrived,
in search of us.
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We didn’t know,
we didn’t know where You came from –
from a season, like deep winter,
from some earthly place –
a womb or a town.
Or was it from heaven’s breath?
We didn’t know what to say,
when you arrived, in search of us.
How can we know what angel’s speak
in tongues beyond our hearing?
Our mouths
had no way with names.
But when the whole heavens were
unfastened over the River Jordan,
Your name was proclaimed upon this
earth
– Beloved.
You preached,
You ruled over nature,
You had the healing touch.

You were marked by unsurpassed
humility and courage,
faithfulness and truth
and still,
You loved us.
We didn’t know how You dealt in
heavenly powers.
We marveled
and sometimes we were brave to ask
or curious to know.
You told us that the power of heaven is
like the children –
willing and without coercion,
and that most of all, it was the power of
undying mercy.
And You said this has more power
than soldiers and kings.

But we were afraid,
feared their power
and our own
and Yours.
We did not choose life;
death would be our way.
It was a fiery crowd,
We thought You’d have Your way,
continued pg 2
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we thought You’d set all things aright.
But You, though in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as
something to be exploited,
but emptied Yourself
of all human strivings,
at last transparent,
commending Your emptiness into
the hands of God.

And when You left,
we thought You took everything that
was beautiful with You.
And it was at that age,
You arrived, again,
in search of us,
with a blessing so large that we could
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travel as far as we wish
and never step outside of it.
And, indeed, it was mercy,
for not our jealousy nor cowardice,
not our fear nor anger,
not our denial nor apathy,
not our greed nor conniving –
none of these could overpower the whisper
of the woman who said,
‘The tomb is empty; he’s alive!’
When You arrived in search of us,
from a street we were summoned
to a destiny we cannot yet grasp,
and there we were
without a face,
and You touched us.
Amen

REDEEMER NEWS

Page 3

WHERE ARE WE GOING?
Redeemer Friends,
On page four is a flyer announcing our planned all-church worship and
retreat on April 8, 2018. We will gather at 10:00 as usual at
Whitneyville Cultural Commons in Hamden. This location will allow us
a comfortable space to worship and work together. I do hope that each
one of you will plan to be there with us. Leadership Council has been
working with Pastor Susan to ensure that this time together will allow
us to bring forth all that we have learned about ourselves in the past…
well, it’s almost a year now. We will also consider all that we have
learned in our Next Steps sessions so far about the possibilities for our
future. And we hope to leave this session with a shared understanding
of specific choices that lie ahead.
Most important to this process will be your presence, your heart and
your voice. It is time that each of us steps into this conversation. Only
then can we move forward with a clear sense of our future mission and
community.
Your Moderator,
Bob Parker
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CALLING ALL SINGERS
Join us to honor Redeemer’s Music Ministry, the
work of Maggie, the music staff and the choirs on
Sunday, May 20th, during the 10:00 church service.
ANYONE – adults or children – who has sung under the direction
of Maggie, Julia, and Paul during the past 31 years is invited to
sing in the choir during the church service on Sunday, May 20th.
There will be an 8:30 rehearsal for adults and a TBD rehearsal time
for children. Stay tuned…
Please RSVP to Dayna Drake (dldrake18@gmail.com) by April
30th so we can prepare music for you!
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Book Groups
in April
The Noon Book Group
The Noon Book Group will next meet Tuesday, April 10 at 12
Noon in the Phillips Room to discuss Radium Girls by Kate Moore.
The Noon Book Group normally meets the second and fourth
Tuesdays of the month. Come join in the discussion and fellowship!

The Evening Book Group
The next meeting of the Evening Book Group will be on April 23
at 7:30 pm to discuss Sing, Unburied, Sing by Jesmyn Ward. The
group will meet at the home of Kathy Hagearty. All are welcome.
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IRIS JOINED US
IN WORSHIP MARCH 4TH
As evident by spontaneous applause, standing ovations and palpable joy on Sunday,
March 4th, worship with IRIS (Integrated Refugee and Immigrant Services) was a great gift
to both Redeemer and IRIS. There were many highlights, but none greater than witnessing
Muslim women giving testimony in a Christian church about their gratitude for learning
English and talking with their children.
The following are the texts of the two women who spoke as well as a compilation of
comments from women in the Mommy and Me Program.
Statement from Abir
Good morning. My name is Abir. I studied sociology at Damascus University. I came to the
United State in August 2016. When I cam I didn’t speak or write English. I sometimes cry
because I can’t understand what my children say. My children learned English so fast. This
is hard for me because I can’t do anything beside take care of my one-year baby, Amir.
When I take my son to a doctor I have to wait one hour just for the translator. The funny
story start when I go out for shopping sometimes I ask the staff in the grocery for something and they gave me something different. IRIS and this church worked together to gave
me the opportunity to learn English and feel safe because there are people who I trust
them taking care of my son. Now I can speak English with my children and understand
Amir’s doctor. Most the time I came to the church early to water the garden and take care
if it often I made coffee and share it with all my group what is remined me about morning
coffee in Syria. This place is same my home. I have big love and respect for this place
because it helps me and my family. I want to appreciate everyone who donates their time to
help us. I am grateful for the church and with a lot of love and respect I want to say thank
you to being my family.
Statement from Samira
How has English class at the church helped me? I like English class at the church because
now I can talk with my doctor. I can talk at work. I can talk with my teacher. I can learn
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computer. I can write English. I like to bring my daughter with me to English class. My
daughter is learning English at class. She is two years old. I like the teachers. I studied
English in Sudan just like this for three years. This class is helpful because I talk with my
husband in English. Sometimes I go shopping and talk in English. Sometimes I wish my
other family members like my sister, my mom, and my dad in sudan would speak in
English also. Thank you for letting Mommy and Me program come to this church.
Compilation of comments from all the women in “Mommy and Me:”
Dear Church of the Redeemer,
I am very happy because the church is very nice. I love the English class in the church.
English in the church is very better and comfortable than other place because we can
bring our children, too. The Teachers and volunteers help us and they help our children.
I study English at this place because I don’t speak English and I learn very good. English
class help me. Now I can talk with my doctor, I can talk with my teacher. I speak English
when I go shopping. I help my daughter with her homework. English class at the church
is good for me. My son very happy play with children. I like to bring my daughter with me
to English class. My daughter is learning English at class. She is two years old. Thank you
for letting Mommy and Me program come to this church.
Your friends

IRIS children creating self-portraits
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Ushers and Hospitality Servers
For April and May
Thank you so much to all who serve as Ushers and Hospitality Servers each Sunday!
Ushers and Hospitality Servers are assigned by their respective teams to serve on a
given Sunday. Under Redeemer’s hospitality plan two individuals or couples are
assigned as hosts and hostesses for a given Sunday. One provides a savory food item
and the other a sweet treat. While our office administrator Barbara will continue to
send reminders via email each week, this list should serve as a reminder in advance
of Sundays that you are assigned.
If you are unavailable on a date you are assigned please try to arrange to exchange
dates with someone else and let Barbara know so that she can acknowledge the
correct ushers or hosts in the bulletin. This is the usher’s or hospitality server’s
responsibility.

Ushers
April 1

Bill and Julie Moore
Alan Kendrix

Hospitality Servers
April 1
Carol and Wes Poling
Hank Sykes

April 8

Retreat

April 8

Retreat

April 15

Peter and Grace Halsey

April 15

April 22

Ken and Lori Minkema

Ian Skoggard
Hank Sykes

April 29

Wes and Carol Poling
Jon Reed

April 22

Susan Hunter
Mark and Sara Dixon

May 6

Brad and Kathy Czepiel
Meggie Czepiel

April 29

Nate Brown
Melissa Knauert Brown

May 13

Roz Hamilton
Twila Harper
Peggy Strickler

May 6

Tony and Kristen Forman
Roz Hamilton

May 13

Anne Schenck
Greta Seashore

May 20

Alan Kendrix
Courtney Kendrix Mason

May 27

Roz Hamilton
Jon & Sarah Reed

May 20

TBD

May 27

Bob Parker
Marilyn Toland

8:55 Senior choir
10:00 Worship & Sunday
school
11:15 Children’s choirs rehearse

30

29

7:45 Senior
choir

7:30 Evening
12:00 Noon
Book Group,
Book Group,
home of Kathryn Phillips
Gaffney

8:55 Senior choir
10:00 Worship &
Sunday school
11:15 Children’s choirs re-

25

26

24

23

22

19

7:45 Senior
choir

12

7:45 Senior
choir

5

Thu

7:45 Senior
choir

18

11

4

Wed

8:55 Senior choir
10:00 Worship &
Sunday school
11:15 Children’s choirs re-

17

15

16

12:00 Noon
Book Group,
Phillips

10

9

10:00 Worship & Retreat,
Whitneyville
Cultural Commons

8

3

Tue

7:30 Leadership
Council, Phillips

2

Mon

8:30 Senior choir
9:25 Chancel choir
10:00 Worship

1 Easter Sunday

Sun

April 2018

27

20

13

6

Fri

28

21

14

7

Sat
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Church of the Redeemer UCC
185 Cold Spring Street
New Haven, CT 06511
(203) 787-5711
redeemer@uccredeemer.org
The Rev. Susan J. Murtha,
Interim Senior
susanjdarc@gmail.com

Blessed and
Joyous Easter
season
to all!

Jordan Rebholz,
Minister for Faith Formation
Robert Parker, Moderator of the Church
Henry Sykes, Treasurer
Kay Comendul, Clerk
Marguerite Brooks, Director of Music
Julia Blue Raspe, Chancel Choir Director
and Alto Section Leader
Paul Berry, Boys’ Choir Director
and Tenor Section Leader
Sarah Reed, Soprano Section Leader
Brian Robinson, Bass Section Leader
Larry Bishop, Organist
Barbara Repetsky, Office Administrator
and Financial Secretary
Collin Morrissey, Security
Lou and Valarie Fanelli, Sextons

“I am the resurrection and
the life. Those who believe
in me, even though they die,
will live. And everyone who
lives and believes in me will
never die. Do you believe
this?”
John 11: 25-26

