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VISION STATEMENT 

We are the Church of the Redeemer, United Church of Christ,  

 an inclusive community committed to the worship of God, the work of justice,  

 and the recognition of our common humanity in the struggles of life.  

 

We follow Jesus Christ , who welcomes all people to his table.  

We celebrate the rich diversity of Godõs people: 

 in race, gender, age, sexual orientation, physical and mental abilities,  

marital and economic status and culture.  

 

Join us on a journey of the Holy Spirit,  

where faith and intellect meet,  learning never ends , 

 and music and the arts draw us closer t o our Creator.  
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WELCOME 

We are pleased that you could join us this morning; wherever you are on your life and 

faith journey, you are welcome at the Church of the Redeemer.  If you have any 

questions, please speak with an  usher at the back of the Sanctuary.  If you would like 

more information about the church, fill out the visitor information form at the back of 

this bulletin and put it in an offering plate.  We hope you will join us after the service at 

Coffee Hour for a time of fellowship ð go out the side door and follow the crowds.  

 

 

ABOUT US 

The Church of the Redeemer is an open and affirming, theologically progressive, 

mainline Protestant church affiliated with the United Church of Christ (UCC).  It was 

founded as a C ongregational church in New Haven in 1838.   Our identity is summarized 

by our vision statement.  

 

 

CHILDCARE DURING AND AFTER CHURCH 

Children are always welcome in church.  Activity bags for older children and rocking 

chairs for adults with babies are avail able at the rear of the sanctuary.  We have a 

nursery downstairs for children through age 6 ; you can take your child there at any time  

(foll ow the "Nur sery" signs in the Tower Lobby or ask the ushers at the back) . 
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PRELUDE  Jean François Dandrieu   O Filii et Filiae 

 

  George Frideric Handel   from Messiah 

     Paul Berry, tenor  

 

   Thy rebuke hath broken his heart  

Behold and see  

He was cut off  

But thou didst not leave  his soul 

 

   Thy rebuke hath broken his heart;  

he is full of heaviness:  he looked for some to  

have pity on him, but there was no man, neither  

was there any to comfort him.  

 

   Behold and see if there be  any sorrow  

like unto his sorrow.  

 

   He was cut of f out of the land of the living:  

for the transgressions of thy people was he stricken.  

 

   But thou didst not leave his soul in hell:  nor  

didst thou suffer thy holy one to see corruption.  

     (Psalm 119:21  Lamentations 1:12; Isaiah 53:8; Psalm 16:10)  

 

Cecilia McDowall    I know that my redeemer liveth  

 

  I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall  

stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though  

worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God.   

For now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the  

first fruits of them that sleep.  

    (Job 19:25 -26; I Corinthians 15:20)  

 

 

INTROIT  Traditional    Hallelu, Hallelu  
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CALL TO WORSHIP    please stand   Caryne Eskridge  

Leader:  Praise the Lord!  Christ is risen 

People:  He is risen indeed!  

Leader:  For us, the stone has been rolled away.  

People:  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  

Leader:  Christ has been raised from death to new life.  

People:  Christ is risen indeed!  

 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN   Jesus Christ is risen today  

    see page  10 

 

 

WELCOME    Pastor Susan Murtha  

 

 

UNISON EASTER PRAYER 

Almighty and ever -living God,  

we gather to marvel at the mystery of Christõs resurrection. 

In boldness you exalted the humble and empowered the weak.  

In strength you snatched victory form the jaws of death.  

In love you declared you crucified Son the savior of the world.  

We celebrate this good news in an Easter festival of life.  

With you we join in this gladsome day!  

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Amen!  

 

 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE    

 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Let us welcome one another with the traditional Christian greeting  

òPeace be with you." "And also with you."  

 

 

ANTHEM  William Byrd   Haec dies  

 

  This is the day the Lord has made.   

Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  Alleluia!  

 

 

SCRIPTURE  John 20:1-19  
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SCRIPTURE RESPONSE 

Leader:   God is still speaking  

People:   Thanks be to God.  

 

 

SERMON  A Second Look  

 

 

MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION 

 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM George Frideric Handel  from Messiah  

    Worthy is the Lamb  

     

 Worthy is the Lamb that was slain,  

and hath redeemed us to God by his blood,  

to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and  

strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.  

 

 Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto him  

that sitteth upon the throne, and  unto the Lamb  

forever and ever.  Amen.  

(Revelation 5:12 -13) 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL DOXOLOGY  please stand  (Tune:  Lasst uns erfreuen)  

 
Let all things their Creator bless,  

And worship God in humbleness:  

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

Praise God and Jesus Christ the Son,  

And Holy Spirit, Three in One:  

 

O Praise God, O Praise God.  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  

 

 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN   O sons and daughters let us sing  

   see page  11 
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
At Redeemer, we welcome all people to our table for Holy Communion, including 

children.  If your children have not been in the practice of receiving the Sacrament, we 

leave to your discretion whether or not to invite them to receive.  By way of 

explanation, we encourage you to tell your children t hat we do this because Jesus 

asked us to remember him when we eat and drink, and that Jesus promised to be 

present with us in a special way when we eat and drink together as the church.  It is a 

quiet time, for praying and remembering all we know about Jes us.  It is a joyous time, 

for we celebrate that the  risen Christ is with us always.  

 

 

 Invitation  

 Leader:  Christ is risen! 

 People:  Christ is risen, indeed!   Once raised from death, Christ is with us  

  always.  Today we celebrate the presence of Christ, the 

power of the death -defeating, life -giving Holy Spirit, and the 

extravagant love of God by sharing this meal together, a 

meal of victory and joy, a meal where we remember that in 

the midst of the worst  that could have happened, God 

reminds us that good is more powerful than evil and love 

wins.  Let us remember again the story of this table.  

 All:  Christ is risen!  Alleluia!  

 

 

 Prayer of Consecration  

 

 Sanctus  

 
 

     All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net. A-720478 



8 
 

 

  

 Prayers of Intercession  

  

 

 Lordõs Prayer   Mark Miller  

 

 
 

 

 

 Words of Institution  
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Sharing of the Elements  
 Please partake of the bread as it is served; as the bread is broken, so we 

too are often broken in body, mind, and spirit.  Please wait until we all 

have been served the cup that we might eat and drink  together, for while 

we are many, yet we are one in Chr ist. 

 

 (The bread is gluten -free.  The grape juice is low in sugar.  The innermost 

ring of the cup tray contains WINE, while the outer ring has grape juice.  

The darker liquid is the wine and the lighter the juice. ) 

  

 

 Communion Anthem  

  Traditional   Fairest Lord Jesus 

    Sarah Reed, soprano; Julia Blue Raspe, mezzo -soprano  

    Paul Berry, tenor; Brian Robinson, bass  

 

 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving  

 Leader:   Let us give thanks.  

 All:  O amazing God, we give you thanks that you come into our 

ordinary lives and set a holy table among us, filling our plates 

with the bread of life and our cups with the spirit of mercy and 

hope.  Send us out, O God, with such joy that all the world 

may know that love lives.  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen, 

indeed!  Alleluia.  Amen.  

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  please stand   The strife is o'er 

    see page  12 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

CHORAL AMEN Please join us as we sing Halleluia, from Messiah . 

 

 

POSTLUDE  Ch. M. Widor   Toccata  

 

 

 
Please be seated during the postlude and use this time for silent reflection.  

Please join us for refreshments in the Sterling  Room following worship this morning.  
You can get to the Sterling Room by exiting the side door at the front of the sanctuary  
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