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The environment of STORYTELLING recognizes that God has been 
working throughout history. He is still moving and working today. All of the 
things He has done, is doing, and will do in the future aren’t stand-alone, 
independent stories. These things all relate to one another, and, together, they 
create one amazing story, which we like to call The Big God Story. 

As we’re inspired by The Big God Story, we’re called to share it with 
others. We’re called to relate our experiences of encountering a loving 
and faithful God. We’re a faith community that needs to hear how God is 
moving and creating a unique story in each of our lives. As we share these 
stories, with the help of the Holy Spirit, we can inspire and strengthen one 
another’s faith.

Our hope is that this next generation will get a firsthand, awe-inspiring 
view of God as we pass down our personal stories of dependence on the 
Holy Spirit, and share how God has shown Himself to us in unique and 
tangible ways. 

We pray that this month, as your family begins to tell stories, your family 
will be encouraged, and that telling these stories will compel you to share 
them with others.

Michelle Anthony
Executive Pastor: Family Ministries | New Life Church

          Twitter @TruInspiration

We believe that the Holy 
Spirit is God’s chosen 
teacher. It is He who 
causes spiritual growth 
and formation when and 
as He chooses. As such, 
we have articulated 10 
distinct environments to 
create in your home. We 
desire to create spiritual 
space, which we refer 
to as an environment, in 
which God’s Spirit can 
move freely.

INSPIRE parents with ideas to create fun, spiritually 
forming times in the normal rhythm of everyday life. 

EQUIP parents to become the spiritual leaders of 
God’s truth in their own households. 

SUPPORT families to engage their communities 
and change the culture around them. 

OUR MISSION
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Memorizing Scripture 
can be an incredible 
practice to engage in 
as a family. But words 
in and of themselves will not 
necessarily transform us; it is 
God’s Spirit in these words who 
transforms. We come to know 
God more when we’re willing to 
open our hearts and listen to His 
Holy Spirit through the words 
we memorize. Have fun with this 
verse, and think of creative ways 
to invite your family to open up 
to God as they commit the verse 
to memory.

Consider purchasing an 
8" x 10" frame to hold 
your family memory verse 
each month!

FAMILY VERSE

Things you won't want to miss:
• Parent blogs to inspire you

• Mobile-friendly format

• Lots of downloadable giveaways

• Marketplace to purchase article bundles 
and more!

The website is filled with fresh ideas and creative 
resources to help you spiritually parent your children.

WWW.HOMEFRONTMAG.COM

Debbie Guinn
Editor in Chief | New Life Church
dguinn@newlifechurch.org

“That’s what storytellers do. We restore order with imagination. We 
instill hope again and again.” – Walt Disney in Saving Mr. Banks

Mr. Disney had it right—especially when it comes to stories of faith! 
When we hear the story of Scripture and realize that we, too, are a part 
of that same big story, it somehow restores order and fills us with hope.  

The Bible records the history of The Big God Story, which roots 
us and propels our journeys forward. The more we realize how 
foundational Scripture is to our lives, the more we want to know and 
understand this precious book. Our CREATE (page 12) is a fun family 
craft you can make together to learn the order of the books of the Bible. 
This month’s STORYTELLING (page 10) is a great reminder that God 
has unique ways to use each of us in His story—even when we feel 
counted out. 

Our STUDENT ID for middle school parents (page 30) is a beautiful 
story about a youth pastor who learned that her role was not confined 
to shepherd and teacher, but included being a learner as well. She 
encourages parents to be on the lookout for all the ways God can use 
children in His story. 

This issue of HomeFront is filled with stories that will allow your 
family to recognize that God’s story did not end when the Bible was finished. God’s story goes on today and we all 
have a role to play—He has plans for each of us and continues to write our stories for His glory! Carve out time this 
month to tell stories—not just the ones included in this issue, but share the stories of your family and your family’s 
family. Tell the faith stories of your friends, neighbors, and co-workers. They will inspire your family and fill them with 
the hope of knowing we are all a part of something much bigger! 

EDITOR'S NOTE

LET’S BE SOCIAL!

HomeFrontMagSPHomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP

Share your photos using the hashtag #homefrontmag
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Great love stories often begin with a 
beautiful setting into which an evil 
villain tries to insert chaos. Then a 
self-sacrificing hero enters the scene, and 
the story ends with redemption and a 
"happily ever after." This narrative is true 
of the greatest love story ever told—God’s 
story. God placed His most cherished 
creation in a beautiful garden, where 
Satan came to distract and destroy. God 
knew He would have to make a sacrifice 
to save His people whom He so dearly 
loved, so He sent His one and only Son 
to give His life to redeem the relationship. 
But the story does not end there. We, 
His people, His loves, are waiting for His 
return. We are waiting for Him to come 
back and take us to our happily ever after 
in eternity with Him. We ARE a part of 
this story and it is of utmost importance 
that our children understand this. God’s 
story did not end when the canon of 
Scripture was complete—no, His story is 
still being written in your life and in mine. 

This month, as a way to remind your 
family that you are a part of this great 
story, make these Story Frames together. 
Allow the book to serve as a reminder of 
the greatest story ever told: God’s great 
love story! Place a photo of your family in 
the Story Frame and talk together about 
how God might be writing His story in 
your life each and every day.

capturing the season
family time

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• old books (1 per frame—many libraries give these away for free)  

• hot glue gun with glue sticks

• utility knife

• card or tag board 

• felt (an 8" x 10" piece per frame) 

• buttons (1 per frame—works best with buttons that have posts)

• string or twine

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Using a utility knife and a straight edge, cut a hole slightly smaller 
than your photo in the cover of your book. 

2. Cut the cardboard and felt piece slightly smaller than the 
inside cover. 

3. Hot glue the cardboard to the inside cover, lining only three sides 
with glue. 

4. Glue felt to the cardboard. 

5. On the front cover, use hot glue to attach string around the edge 
of the picture opening. 

6. Hot glue the button on the front cover, centered near the edge 
where the book opens. 

7. Hot glue a loop of string to the back cover of the book. Make sure 
it lines up with the button on the front cover as the string will 
need to loop over the button. This keeps the book from opening 
all the way and falling flat. 

8. Slide your family photo between the front cover and the 
cardboard, then place your frame in a prominent place in your 
home as reminder that God has a big story and we are a part of it!

by Debbie Guinn
Debbie is the Editor in Chief of HomeFront. She has more than 25 years of experience working in children’s and family ministries. She is 
passionate about equipping parents to become leaders of God’s truth in their own households. Her most cherished time is spent hanging out 
with her grandkids—they are her favorite people on this planet! 

Instagram @homefrontsp

Twitter @homefrontsp

story frames
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family time

worship

God loves stories. He loves creating them and He loves 
to hear His people recount them. We see the importance 
of story throughout Scripture as the Jewish people gather 
to share what God has done, passing from voice to ear to 
awe to memory. I picture the voices telling the stories and 
the gasps and cheers rising to God similar to smoke rising 
from a burnt offering. This is worship—glory given to God 
in the form of stories passed from one person to another; 
God praised as hero for generations.

In Exodus 18, Moses returns to his father-in-law, Jethro, 
who was a Midian priest, and tells stories of all that 
God had done for the Israelites. Look at the way Moses 
worships God through story in verses 8–11:

Moses told his father-in-law about everything the 
Lord had done to Pharaoh and the Egyptians 
for Israel’s sake and about all the hardships they 
had met along the way and how the Lord had 
saved them. Jethro was delighted to hear about 
all the good things the Lord had done for Israel in 
rescuing them from the hand of the Egyptians. He 
said, “Praise be to the Lord, who rescued you from 
the hand of the Egyptians and of Pharaoh, and who 
rescued the people from the hand of the Egyptians.  
Now I know that the Lord is greater than all other 
gods, for he did this to those who had treated 
Israel arrogantly.”

Moses' stories of how God had saved them and 
how God had been the hero of the Israelites, draws 
his unbelieving father-in-law in and leads Jethro to 
a place of worship. The amazing thing is that these 
stories are OUR stories. They have been passed down 
for generations to our ears and minds and hearts, and 
because we know God is unchanging, we know He can 
be the Hero of our stories as well.

When my son was seven, I could tell time by his 
autoimmune disease. Every 28 days, at 5:00, Micah would 
have a fever of 100.3 degrees. My usually very active 
boy would get lethargic and fall asleep, and become 
susceptible to illness. After a battery of blood work and 
tests, he was diagnosed with a syndrome that appeared 
to predict no end in sight for the 28-day cycle. Any 
treatment would be temporary at best. Micah, on the 
other hand, knew just who to turn to. With confidence, he 
declared, “I want to get baptized, because I believe God 
can heal me and I want everyone else to know that too.” 
Micah was baptized the next month and has only had 

one fever in the past six years of his life! God is the 
hero of Micah’s story.

One day, I met a family that was fairly new to our 
church. In the course of our conversation, I passed the 
story of God healing Micah from my voice, to their 
ears, to awe, to their memory. It didn’t seem to have 
extreme significance to them at the time, but a few 
months passed and their own daughter began having 
symptoms of an inflammatory disease. As they prayed 
for her, Micah’s story came to mind. They asked me 
about bringing their daughter for prayer with our elder 
team, and we were able to pray for this sweet little girl 
to be healed. Her mother also had a story of healing, 
and as the prayers and praise mixed in the room that 
morning, you could almost see the fragrant offering to 
God. God is the hero in the midst of the story.

We likely all have stories of what God has done 
or is doing in our lives, and passing on these stories 
will bring God glory and act as worship as we name 
Him and His role in our lives. Consider the story each 
person in your family has to tell. Practice telling them. 
Try using this simple outline:

• God is _________________. Name God. Use whatever 
name best defines Him in your story; maybe 
it’s Healer or Strength, maybe Forgiver or 
Redeemer.

• I was __________________. Present the problem. Tell 
what your need was before you acknowledged 
God.

• BUT GOD ____________________. Tell how God worked. 
We see throughout the Old Testament how God 
worked in the most surprising ways. He gets 
even more glory when there is no mistake about 
who the hero is.

• That’s how I know God is _____________________. Repeat 
His name in praise to Him!

After you listen to each person’s story, recall the 
things you heard everyone say about God. Praise 
Him as the hero of your family’s stories!

by Courtney Wilson
Courtney is the Elementary Director at Christ Community 
Church in the suburbs of Chicago. You can usually find her 
chasing her four amazing kids around with coffee in one hand 
and a camera in the other.

the hero of the story
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conversation starters
family time

We are excited to offer you a copy of The Big God Story Coloring Book this 
month. Just go to sundayschool.com/products/tru-big-god-story-coloring-book  
and download a copy using the promo code HF2017. This code will only be good 
through March 31, 2017 so be sure to get your copy quickly. 

While your children color the pages, read the associated Scripture to them. 
Then, take some time to ask them questions about that part of The Big God Story. 

The last three pages of the coloring book are for your family to remember 
and celebrate that you, too, get to be a part of God’s big story. After coloring 
these pages, talk about ways God is using your family in His story—then 
celebrate together! 

GET YOUR CHILDREN TALKING

1. What does this part of the Bible tell us about God? 

2. What can we learn from this part of God’s story? 

3. How can we apply this to our lives today? 

the big god story
coloring book
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family time

storytelling

Henry Hunter had been using his wheelchair for about a year, but it was still a challenge for him. Tight spaces or 
sidewalks with bumps were difficult and he didn’t like how people stared at him wherever he went. 

Henry was born with a condition that made his bones very weak. When he was six years old, he needed help to 
walk. And at the beginning of second grade, he started using a wheelchair. Henry was glad he could still go to school 
with his friends, but things were different now. He was still a top student in math, and he continued to be the best 
speller in his class. He had recently started playing in a wheelchair basketball league, and he loved kayaking with his 
dad in the lake near his home. 

But he couldn’t play on the soccer team or go on hikes with his Boy Scout troop. He was unable to run outside when 
he heard the ice cream truck coming or jump in the waves when his family went to the beach. Henry missed doing 

a ride for rosie
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family time

storytelling

those things, and sometimes thinking about them 
made him sad. 

“God has a special plan for you,” Henry’s mother 
told him whenever he felt blue. And he tried his 
best to believe it. But could it be true? Could God 
really have something special planned for him? 
Henry wondered how he could possibly have a place 
in God’s story from a wheelchair.

One evening Henry’s father was late getting home 
from work. “Henry!” his mom called as soon as Mr. 
Hunter opened the front door. “Your dad’s here! He 
has a surprise for you!”

Henry pushed on the wheels of his chair and 
slowly came down the hallway. “What is it?” he asked, 
turning a corner into the living room. Suddenly 
Henry’s eyes opened wide and he took a deep 
breath. “For me?” he asked, a bright smile sweeping 
across his face.  Mr. Hunter was holding the cutest 
brown and white-spotted dog Henry had ever seen. 

“This is Rosie,” he said. A beagle-mix, she had 
huge floppy ears and big black eyes, with a white 
face and soft honey-colored fur. “Just for you,” he told 
Henry, letting Rosie gently tumble into his son’s lap. 

“Where did she come from?” Henry asked, 
giggling as Rosie licked his chin. 

“Rosie is a therapy dog,” Mr. Hunter said. “She 
used to live at the retirement home downtown, a 
place where older people can go to live. Rosie made 
them feel happy by visiting with them.”

Rosie plopped down on Henry’s lap, resting her 
chin on his thigh. She closed her eyes as Henry 
gently rubbed the top of her head. 

“Therapy animals are trained to help people,” Mr. 
Hunter continued. “They are gentle animals that can 
make people feel better just by being around them. 
But, they had to let Rosie go.”

“Let her go?” Henry asked.

“Rosie can’t see well anymore. She is almost 
completely blind. Even on a leash she was having 
trouble getting from room to room. It’s very difficult 
for her to go anywhere.”

“So, she still likes to help people,” Henry looked 
down at the sweet dog napping in his lap. “But … she 
just needs a ride?” Henry asked.

Mr. Hunter smiled. “Well, yes, I suppose she does.” 

The next weekend Mr. Hunter drove Henry and 
Rosie to the retirement home downtown. Henry 
pushed the wheels of his chair down a wide hallway 

with doors on each side, while Rosie sat quietly on 
his lap. One by one, Henry entered each room. And 
one by one, Rosie’s old friends laughed with joy when 
they saw her. Their happiness showed just how much 
they’d missed her. 

After visiting hours were over, it was time for 
Henry, Rosie, and Mr. Hunter to leave. “See you next 
week!” a man called to them as they left. 

Driving home, Henry smiled as Rosie snuggled 
on his lap and fell asleep, exhausted from their 
day. Henry closed his eyes, feeling tired himself. 
“Being part of God’s story can be a lot of work, can’t 
it, Rosie?” he whispered in her ear. Suddenly Rosie 
jumped up and started to bark. Then she licked 
Henry’s face and wagged her tail, making him laugh. 
“And it can also be a lot of fun,” he added.  

by Kathryn O’Brien
Kathryn O’Brien writes books for kids and has a heart for 
moms. She’s published five children’s picture books, including 
her latest series, Sit for a Bit (Tyndale, 2016), which teaches 
Bible verses to little ones in a fun and lasting way! Kathryn 
loves writing about faith and family for several publications 
and online blogs. 

website kathobrien.com 

Facebook iamkathobrien

Instagram @sit4abit

PARENTS

After reading the story with your children, ask 
the following questions: 

• Can God use anyone to be part of 
His story? (Yes, we can all be used by 
God—old or young, boy or girl, no matter 
where we live, how we look, or what 
clothes we wear.)

• What do we have to do to be used by 
God? (Just be willing! Say "yes" to being 
kind, say "yes" to serving, say "yes" when 
someone needs help.)

• What are some ways you can be used 
by God? (Be a friend to someone who is 
lonely. Use kind words when you speak. 
Offer to help with a chore at home. Write 
a get-well card to someone who is sick. 
Bring flowers to your teacher at school.)

• See how simple it is to be part of God's 
story if you have a willing heart?
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family time

create

We often refer to the Bible as The Big God Story. Its contents reveal a bigger story that has been lived out for 
thousands of years. It’s important for us to know the Bible to help us understand the story. It was not written by just one 
person, but by many different authors—each one guided by God. 

The Bible is made up of two different but connected sections. The books within each section are not arranged 
chronologically, but by similarities in content:

• The Old Testament: The Savior is coming

• The New Testament: The Savior is here

There are 66 books in the Bible—39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament. 

This month your family can learn the names and order of the books of the Bible by creating and playing this fun 
stacking game.

TIME TO PLAY

Mix up the cups and begin stacking them in order. In the beginning you may want to work together as one large team 
trying to get all 66 cups in order. Once you start learning the order, you can divide up and see which team or family 
member can put the books in the correct order in the fastest time. 

REMEMBER

Knowing the Bible and the story within its pages is an important part to understanding and owning our place in God’s 
big story. 

by Debbie Guinn

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 68 paper or Styrofoam cups 

• 66 cup sleeves 

• markers (2 different colors)

• Bible

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Write "Old Testament 39" on one cup and "New Testament 27" on another. 

2. Using the table of contents in your Bible, write the names of the books 
on the top edge of the cups, one name per cup (as shown in the photo 
illustration). Use one marker color for the Old Testament and another for 
the New Testament. 

3. Place a cup sleeve on each cup so you can see the writing when the cups 
are stacked. 

stacking
books
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game time
family time

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 10 tin cans (same size, with labels peeled off)

• spray paint (various colors—optional)

• a sheet of newspaper or cardboard

• small ball

• mad lib printables from bit.ly/homefrontmadlibs

• pen

• rope

BEFORE YOU START

1. Place the tin cans, open side down, on a sheet of 
newspaper or something you don’t mind getting 
spray paint on. 

2. Spray each can. (Use several colors for extra fun.) 

3. Let the cans dry completely.

4. Go to bit.ly/homefrontmadlibs and print out the 
Mad Libs. (There are three stories to choose from.)  

5. Once the tin cans have dried, find an open space 
outside and stack the cans to create a pyramid. 
Line up 4 cans to form the first row; stack 3 cans 
on top of that row; add 2 cans; and, finally, place 
the last can on top. 

6. Using a small piece of rope, designate a spot 
about 10 feet away from the cans for the players to 
stand behind as they toss the ball.

TIME TO PLAY!

Invite everyone outside and show them the colorful 
pyramid you have made. Explain to your children that 
they will be trying to knock down cans in order to help 
create a funny story. 

Children will take turns standing at the rope and 
gently tossing or rolling the ball toward the cans. 

They will then count the number of cans they 
have knocked over and fill in the same number 
of spaces on the Mad Lib. So, if the first player 
knocks over 4 cans, she gets to fill in 4 spaces of the 
Mad Lib. 

Then it’s the next player's turn. It is important 
that the children don’t get to see or hear the Mad 
Lib story until the end. Make sure you are only 
giving them the prompt, rather than reading the 
whole sentence. 

Once a Mad Lib has been completed, pause 
the game and have someone read it out loud. It will 
probably be pretty funny! 

After reading the Mad Lib, play as many rounds 
as you’d like!

REMEMBER

We tell stories every single day. Maybe it’s a story 
of something that happened at school or work, or 
maybe it’s just a silly Mad Lib! In the midst of the 
crazy and funny stories, we can often forget the 
one amazing story that is better than any other: 
The Big God Story. God's story is one of hope and 
redemption. It is the story we should never stop 
sharing. Remind your children that they are a part of 
God’s big, amazing story, and He has invited them to 
go out and tell the world of all the wonderful things 
He has done! 

by Heather DePartee
Heather has been in children’s ministry for seven years and is 
currently working at The Well Community Church in Fresno, 
CA, as the Kids Ministry Director for one of their three 
campuses. She has gone back to school for a degree in early 
childhood development and is loving every second! She is 
married to Adam and is crazy about pretty house plants.

bowl for mad libs



STORYTELLING | homefrontmag.com16

family time recipe
family time

Our oldest daughter, Ellie, turned 13 this year. A milestone year. A point in time that we wanted to mark with 
significance and intention. My husband and I came up with a list of meaningful activities that we wanted her to 
complete before turning 13—a rite of passage requiring time, effort, logistics, meaning and significance. 

One of the items on the list was to learn how to bake an apple pie from scratch. Not just any apple pie. A recipe that 
has been passed down through our family for five generations! To call it "special" would be an understatement. What 
makes this pie so amazing isn’t a secret ingredient or extra sticks of butter. Rather, it is the family story associated with 
the recipe. 

We scheduled a time for Ellie to learn to bake this pie with her Mimi, my mother. As I drove Ellie over to my 
mother’s house, I reminded her to ask lots of questions. Upon our arrival, we were greeted at the door by my mom. She 
was ready with each ingredient thoughtfully set out. Together, they started mixing and rolling the dough. While rolling 
out the crust, Ellie asked my mom where she learned to make this apple pie.  My mom and I smiled at one another with 
a knowing look. 

My mom began to tell the story of her own mother who had passed away a few years ago. Her mother, Della, was 
13, just like my daughter, when her mother passed away—leaving behind seven boys and Della. Della was the oldest. In 

a family apple pie
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family time recipe
family time

PIE CRUST

WHAT YOU'LL NEED

• 5 cups flour

• 2 teaspoons baking powder

• pinch of salt

• 1 pound butter-flavored shortening

• 7/8 cup cold water

• 1 egg

• 2 teaspoons vinegar

• pinch baking soda

WHAT YOU'LL DO

1. Mix flour, baking powder, salt, and butter 
together to make pea-size balls.

2. In a separate bowl, whisk together water, egg, 
vinegar, and baking soda. Add to flour mixture.

3. Make 4 balls of equal proportions. Mixture will 
be a little sticky. Refrigerate until firm and roll 
out into ¼discs. 

4.  Use 2 and freeze the extras. 

APPLE PIE FILLING

WHAT YOU'LL NEED

• 6–8 tart apples pared, cored, and thinly 
sliced

• 3/4–1 cup sugar

• 2 tablespoons flour

• 1/2–1 teaspoon cinnamon

• dash ground nutmeg

• dash salt

• 2 tablespoons butter
*  For an easy metric conversion chart, search the Internet for 

“metric kitchen.”

WHAT YOU'LL DO

1. Combine sugar, flour, spices, and a dash 
of salt. 

2. Mix with sliced apples. Pour into crust.  
Dot with 2 tablespoons butter. Place 
second crust on top and pinch the edges 
of the two crusts together.

3. Cut slits in top crust for steam to escape.  
Sprinkle with sugar.  Bake at 400° F for 
50 minutes or until apples are done.

Pastry recipe makes four crusts of equal amount. Della always needed extra crusts to freeze for future meals.

Prep Time: 30 min.   Cook Time: 50 min.  Yields: 9" apple pie

by Holly Newman
Holly Newman is the New Life Church Children’s Elementary Director in Colorado Springs. She has been married to her high school 
sweetheart, Jared Newman, for 18 years. They have four children: two girls and two boys. Holly has a passion for family ministry that leads 
others to create influential, faith-building moments with their children.

those difficult days of the Great Depression, hiring a nanny and a house cleaner to care for the home and children was 
not an option. It was all Della’s father could do to put food on the table. At 13 years old, Della had to drop out of school 
to cook, clean, and raise her seven younger brothers. One of the recipes Della had learned from her mother before 
she died was the buttery, flaky homemade apple pie. She made it often—a reminder of the mother they once had, and 
longed for each day. It was true comfort food in more ways than one. At first, Della would burn the crust or undercook 
it. However, the more she made the pie, the better she perfected the process. 

When Della started her own family, she taught her daughters and granddaughters the apple pie recipe. And, 
today the recipe is still being passed down. At the same age of 13, Ellie listened to this story of her great grandmother 
with both admiration and sadness. A memory, a moment, and a pie she will likely share with her children and 
grandchildren one day. 
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kids in the kitchen
family time

All good stories consist of three parts: the beginning, the middle, and the 
end. Our stories are no different. Our lives here on earth have a beginning, 
a middle, and an end. In the beginning, God created us. And He wants 
to have a relationship with us. The middle is where so many wonderful 
possibilities lie. And although we have an end, when we have Jesus in our 
hearts the end here on earth is really a new beginning in eternity. 

As you make these three-ingredient Cheese Dogs in a Blanket, chat 
with your kiddos about their “middles.” What gifts has God given your 
children to use to honor Him? What dreams do they have for their lives now 
and for the future? If they can’t think of anything, use the time to point out 
what you see in them and how God is using them in His big story.  

There’s so much potential in your kids! Embrace this opportunity to 
hear the desires God has put in their hearts and encourage them in all they 
can accomplish in Christ!

Prep Time: 10 min.   

Cook Time: 12–15 min.   

Yields: 8   

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 8 hot dogs

• 16 thin strips of 
cheddar cheese

• 1 (8 ounce) can 
refrigerated crescent 
dinner rolls

Preheat oven to 375° F. Slit hot 
dogs to within 1/2 inch of ends. 

Insert 2 strips of cheese into 
each slit.

Separate crescent roll dough 
into triangles. Wrap a dough 
triangle around each hot dog. 

Place hot dogs cheese side up 
on ungreased cookie sheet. 

Bake for 12 to 15 minutes or until 
golden brown.

WHAT YOU’LL DO

cheese dogs
in a blanket
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family time

prayer

As full-time missionaries in Guatemala, the Lord 
has given us two amazing opportunities: I provide 
theological training to local pastors, and my wife, 
Lindsey, provides sustainable income opportunities to 
single mothers. 

Most of the pastors in our two-year training program 
have had little or no theological training due to lack of 
finances or proximity to a seminary. Because of this, the 
truth of the gospel is often distorted and false teachings 
have made their way into many pulpits across the 
country. Getting face to face with these pastors allows 
us to address errors in their beliefs and teachings, and 
ensure that congregations are hearing from equipped 
and capable men who are devoted to the health of 
their flock.

Everyday, pastors in the program tell us things like, 
“My preaching is much more effective since I’ve learned 
how to interpret and understand the Scriptures,” and, 
“My church is growing for the first time in years.”

Lindsey works to provide sustainable job 
opportunities to single mothers in various villages. 
Through partnerships with businesses in the U.S., 
including a fly-fishing-jig company named PJ's Finesse 
Baits, and a textile accessories company named Purse 
& Clutch, we are currently able to employ 10 women. 

Our goal is to provide a healthy workplace 
with fair wages and a focus on the women's main 
responsibility: being mothers. These 10 women are 
earning full-time wages, yet they are still able to be with 
their children when they get home from school. 

The workplace environment gives a wonderful 
opportunity for Lindsey to speak into these 
women's lives, enter into their joys and their 
pains, and to walk alongside them in one-on-one 
discipleship relationships. 

It's humbling to partner with pastors the Lord has 
already given to Guatemala, and an honor to minister 
to women who are singlehandedly raising part of the 
next generation.

This month, we encourage your family to pray 
for missionaries worldwide. You can print out a 
world map from bit.ly/homefrontprayermap. Find 
out where your church supports missionaries. Then, 
place their names on the map and learn their stories. 
How is God using them in that part of the world? 
How long have they been there? What do the people 
they are ministering to say about their ministry? As a 
family, take time to pray for them. 

Pray also for the effectiveness of the gospel 
around the world. The Bible teaches that the 
goal and responsibility of all ministers, including 
missionaries, is to deliver the gospel and teach “with 
all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in 
Christ” (Colossians 1:28). 

Finally, please pray for the longevity and the 
effectiveness of missionaries around the world. Pray 
for anyone “who has left house or brothers or sisters 
or mother or father or children or lands, for my 
[Jesus’] sake and for the Gospel” (Mark 10:29). It is a 
difficult decision to leave, and an even more difficult 
decision not to return. Pray that the Lord and His 
Word would sustain and encourage them, and that 
His Spirit would supply them and comfort them. 

by David Owens
David, Lindsey, and their son, Cooper, currently live and serve 
in Guatemala. Their goal is to aid in the spiritual and physical 
needs of God’s people there through discipleship, while 
empowering them to live out the Great Commission in their 
own culture and communities.

Top Photo: David's first opportunity to teach local pastors in Jalapa, Guatemala

Middle Left Photo: David teaching Chosen People's Pastoral Ministry course to 30 pastors and leaders in Mazatenango, Guatemala

Bottom Left Photo: Lindsey with the original two seamstresses, Silvia and Kata

Bottom Right Photo: Kata, single mother of six, preparing to make clutch purses

a missionAry's story
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family time

god's word

Jesus was a master storyteller. Usually, when someone 
struggled to understand God’s heart, Jesus would tell 
a parable. These parables were simple stories that 
illustrated deep theological truths. 

On one occasion, a group of religious experts were 
upset because Jesus was spending time with a bunch of 
sinners. They felt that He should only interact with other 
God-fearing people like them, not with the riffraff. They 
did not understand that God loves these sinners just as 
much as He loves the righteous. So Jesus told them a 
story that illustrated the depth of God’s unwavering love.

It is a story about a father and his two sons. The 
youngest boy prematurely asks for his inheritance 
and, when he gets it, he runs off to live the high life. 
Eventually, the money runs out and this wayward child 
finds himself living in a pigsty, covered in the filth of 
his poor choices. He feels he is no longer worthy to 
be called his father’s son, but he decides to go home 
and beg to be a servant instead. Yet, when this father, 
who represents God in the story, sees his prodigal 
son walking home, he hitches up his robes in a most 
undignified manner and runs to meet his boy. Instead of 
giving him a lecture, the father throws his arms around 
his son and rejoices for this child who once was lost 
but has been found. That is the part of this story that 
most of us remember, and it beautifully illustrates God’s 
unwavering love for sinners. However, the main point of 
the parable is still coming. 

The focus of Jesus’ story now shifts to the older son 
who never left home. When he hears that his father 
has forgiven his little brother, he becomes angry, much 
like the religious experts are upset because Jesus is 
spending time with “sinners.” But the father reminds 
his prideful son that his love for the prodigal does not 
diminish his love for him, and he invites his older boy to 
come rejoice that their family has been reunited.

HEAR IT

The story of the Prodigal Son is one of three 
parables that Jesus used to illustrate God’s joy 
when the lost are found.  Read Luke 15. 

• What do all three of these stories have 
in common? 

• What do these stories teach us about God?

• Who did Jesus tell these stories to, and what 
do you think he was trying to teach them?

• Why do you think Jesus used stories 
to teach?

DO IT

In the parable of the Prodigal Son, the father 
could have easily focused on his son’s mistakes. 
Instead, he rejoiced that his wayward child had 
come home. Share a story of how you have 
experienced God’s unwavering love in your 
own life. 

Furthermore, the next time that your son or 
daughter confesses to a poor choice, choose to 
celebrate their honesty and repentance rather 
than focusing on their mistake.

by Eric Wayman 
Eric is a pastor of Lighthouse Community Church in 
Costa Mesa, CA, and the author of the upcoming book, 
Reclaiming Your Identity. He also teaches at Vanguard 
University of Southern California and disciples those who 
are hungry to grow. He and his wife, Cathy, are prayerfully 
raising their two sons to be men of God.

Blog waymanjourney.blogspot.com

Instagram @ericwayman

more than
a simple Story
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These commandments that I 
give you today are to be on your 
hearts. Impress them on your 
children. Talk about them when 
you SIT AT HOME and when you 
walk ALONG THE ROAD, when you 
LIE DOWN and when you GET UP.               

Deuteronomy 6:6–7

SIT AT 
HOME

ALONG
THE ROAD

LIE DOWN GET UP

tot time rhyme
(ages 3 & under)

family time

The Big God Story, The Big God Story
Sing and shout

Tell it out
Jesus came to die for my sin

He rose from the grave and made me clean within
Share God’s love, it's for all to hear

The Big God Story, The Big God Story

Repetition is fundamental to almost any learning style, so when you’re teaching your children, use repetition! 

Get the audio recording of this song at bit.ly/marchtottime

lyrics by Laurie Bennett
Laurie has been involved in children’s ministry for over 20 years. She is the Director 

of Early Childhood at New Life Church in lovely Colorado Springs, CO. She loves the 
long days of summer, hiking, camping, and each moment spent with her family.

sung by Kendra Baker
Kendra is the Preschool and Kindergarten Coordinator at New Life Church, where 

she loves watching kids fall in love with Jesus. In her free time she can be found 
enjoying the outdoors, kickboxing, or curled up with a cup of coffee and a good book.

This month, carve out some time as you 
are sitting at home with your little one 
to remind her that she, too, is a part of 
God’s big story by singing this rhyme to 
the tune of "Three Blind Mice."SI

T
 A

T
H

O
M

E
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blessing
family time

A BLESSING CAN BE A PRAYER OF COMMISSION, A BIBLE PASSAGE, OR WORDS 
OF ENCOURAGEMENT. BLESSINGS CAN BE SPOKEN OVER A CHILD FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF DECLARING GOD’S PROTECTION, JOY, AND WISDOM OVER HIM.

The environment of Storytelling reminds us 
that God is writing a story and we each can 
play a part in it.  What an incredible thought 
that the great Author, Director, and Producer 
of life invites me to play a part in His grand 
redemptive narrative!

Often we ignore this invitation because 
we busy ourselves with our own narratives—in 
which we control the plot and get to play 
center stage.

Or sometimes we simply get off track 
because we have omitted so many scenes or 
added so many lines that the story no longer 
makes sense. 

As we disciple our children, it is important 
to remind them both in word and deed that 
this story we are living in is not our own. It is 
God’s story. He is the main character and we are 
simply invited to join in on what He is doing.

This month, take the opportunity to 
remember the plot line of the story, remember 
the “Author and Perfecter” in His rightful 
position (Hebrews 12:2 NASB), and then humbly 
and joyfully receive the part He has written for 
you … and play it as written.

READ

Parents, read Psalm 145:7 over your child:

Everyone will share the story of your 
wonderful goodness; they will sing with joy 
about your righteousness. (NLT)

BLESS

[Insert your child’s name], may you know 
that your heavenly Father loves you. And 
may you readily recognize and accept the 
part God has written for you in His story. 
God’s story is full of wonderful goodness 
and His joy and righteousness will follow 
you as you faithfully follow the Lord 
your God. 

by Michelle Anthony
Michelle is the Executive Pastor of Family Ministries 
at New Life Church. Michelle has graduate degrees 
in Christian education, theology, and leadership, 
and more than twenty-five years of church ministry 
experience as a children’s and family pastor. She 
lives in Colorado Springs and loves a good book 
and a cup of coffee.
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taking action
family time

OUR STORY

In 2010 we saw a problem: Humans have hurts and habits that block them from flourishing in their lives. Shame,  
unforgiveness, and toxic beliefs control their lives. We decided to do something about that. What started as a simple 
blog in 2010 has now become a nationally recognized organization that shows people how to live in a new level 
of freedom. 

OUR BELIEFS

We are a faith-based non-profit organization. Even though our products are 
strategically designed to be accessible to all, they are thoroughly anchored in the 
teachings of Jesus and His message of grace.

OUR FOUNDER

Mike Foster is the Founder of People of the Second Chance. He is an author, speaker, 
and pastor to not-so-perfect people. Mike has appeared on Good Morning America, 
FOXNews, and The Daily Show. He lives in San Diego with his wife, two children, and 
a very high-maintenance Pomeranian dog.
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taking action
family time

WE THROW PRODIGAL 
PARTIES!

A Prodigal Party is an event where we 
celebrate a second chance and pour love 
into those who need it most. We gather 
friends, family, and fellow prodigals and 
celebrate the uncelebrated of our society 
to stir hope in hurting hearts. We're happily 
shutting down society's shame machine with 
helium balloons, guacamole, and the power 
of togetherness. Join us!

HOST YOUR OWN PARTY

We're inviting our fellow second chancers 
to throw parties across the country for 
prodigals who need to be reminded that 
they are loved and accepted. We are 
looking for motivated individuals to host 
one of these parties in their city. It's simple 
and easy. All you have to do is identify your 
Prodigal Party guest of honor and then let 
us send you the official party kit.

WHY THROW A PARTY?

• Builds confidence and amplifies hope

• Breaks negative messages and stereotypes 

• Gives dignity and value to the "guest of honor"

• Easy to facilitate, and fun

• Brings people together for a common cause

• Redemptive and life-giving

Download your party guide at secondchance.org/prodigal-party

Free Resources

We help you grow and find 
freedom in your life through 
free tools that are designed 

for life change!

Equipping Churches

We work with over 1000 
churches helping them 

grow their small groups and 
create life transformation.

Training Workshops

We provide world-class 
training to equip everyday 

people to help their hurting 
friends and family.

AWESOME WAYS WE BRING HOPE TO A HURTING WORLD

LEARN MORE

Website secondchance.org

Facebook People of the Second Chance

Insatgram @potsc

Twitter @POTSC



Madagascar

Mozambique

Mozambique
Channel

South
Africa

Zimbabwe

Botswana
Namibia

Angola
Zambia

Situated off the southeast coast of Africa, Madagascar is the fourth-largest island in the world, with an area 
of 226,657 square miles. It is separated from the coast of Africa by the Mozambique Channel. The shortest 
distance between the island and the coast is about 267 miles. The coastline of Madagascar is 3,000 miles. 
Madagascar also claims a number of small islands in the Mozambique Channel.

Awakening a compassionate heart and a global mind-set in children for people 
beyond the boundaries of their own neighborhoods.

QUICK STATS

POPULATION   25,303,386 LANGUAGE   MALAGASY RELIGION

TRADITIONAL BELIEFS 55%
CHRISTIANITY 40%       
MUSLIM 5%

MADAGASCAR?WHERE IN THE WORLD IS ...

global
family time
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 NOW THAT WE KNOW THE LOCATION OF MADAGASCAR, LET’S MEET ITS PEOPLE.

• Because of its isolation, more than 80% of the plants 
and animal species found on Madagascar are seen 
nowhere else on earth. 

• The lemur is only found in the wild in Madagascar. 
There are more than 100 species and sub-species of 
lemurs in Madagascar.

• Ninety percent of the people in Madagascar live on 
less than two dollars a day.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

If you lived in Madagascar you might eat something called Romazava. It is considered the national 
dish of Madagascar, and each family makes their own version. It is a one-pot dish, usually eaten 
with rice for lunch or dinner. The basic ingredients are beef, pork, and chicken cut into equal-
sized cubes, chopped onions, tomatoes, spinach, and crushed garlic. The beef, pork, and chicken 
cubes are seasoned with salt and pepper, then sautéed in a small amount of peanut or vegetable 
oil. The remaining ingredients are added and cooked until the meat and vegetables are tender. 
A favorite dessert is fresh fruit such as lichee nuts, pineapples, cantaloupes, oranges, bananas, 
or strawberries, which are sliced and sprinkled with vanilla bean seeds. Often, some type of 
sweetened vanilla cream sauce is poured over the fruit slices.

If you lived in Madagascar, you would gather 
to honor traditional Malagasy beliefs of family 
ancestors and Zanahary, who they believe to 
be their creator. Zanahary is neither male nor 

female and has unlimited power.

There are over 25 
million people who 

call Madagascar 
their home. 

To say, “Hello,” you 
would say, “Manao 

Hoana,” pronounced 
Manow-OWN.

To talk to your friends 
in the Madagascar 
you would speak 

Malagasy. 

global
family time
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good news was the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
With a smile on her face, she approached me saying 
that for the first time in her life, she had tangibly 
encountered the Holy Spirit. And He had calmed her 
fears and brought peace. Ella was eager to share this 
really good news—news that in my chaos I would not 
have noticed. 

The following week, I caught myself feeling 
overwhelmed and a bit fearful of the events that 
season had surrounded me with. I was questioning 
God’s goodness and expressing fear, I was 
overwhelmed. But as I sat there, stuck in holiday 
traffic, God reminded me of Ella’s good news: "The 
Holy Spirit was with me and He brings peace." It 
was in that moment that I learned my role in her 
story wasn’t confined to being the teacher. The Lord 
revealed that I could be a learner. My role was not 
just to minister to Ella; Ella ministered to me.

God’s story is one of hope. Ella’s good news 
brought hope. This compels us to see that He is 
actively using children to proclaim His name and 
“make known among the nations what He has done.” 
Or in this case, “among their parents.” May God 
receive glory for using Ella’s life to remind me of 
His presence. 

How might God be using your children to make 
His name great? God wants to remind us of His 
glory. Let’s pray that He would continue to use our 
children to teach us.

by Haley Downey
Haley is the Associate Director of junior high ministry at 
Grace Fellowship in Costa Mesa, CA. She is passionate about 
building community and adventuring alongside junior high 
students as they discover who God is and the gifts they've been 
given to make His name great.

Instagram @haleydowney

student id
equip

(middle school)

The role of “parent,” especially to a middle school 
student, screams responsibility and yields numerous 
subtitles: teacher, nurturer, shepherd, caretaker, 
carpooler, organizer—the list could go on. However, 
have you ever thought that one of those subtitles 
could be “learner”?

Shepherding is a responsibility, a beautiful gift, 
and a sacrifice that requires trust in the fruit that God 
will produce as He radically transforms the little ones 
He has entrusted to us. Have you ever stopped to 
think through how God might use your kids to reveal 
His character to You? This doesn’t mean focusing 
on their growth and accomplishments as a way of 
revealing your intentional parenting, but a focus on 
how God teaches you truth about Himself, even in 
the chaos of parenting.

Recently, I have found myself in a season where 
“caring for others” has felt more like an obligation. 
Have you been there? There are weeks when stress 
bears down on me and being a pastor feels like just 
a title and being a mom to a pre-teen feels like just 
another task. Oftentimes I catch myself wishing I had 
a second to breathe and time to just listen to God 
rather than face another kid begging for a snack. It 
was in this recent season that I learned that I was not 
on the lookout for how God would reveal Himself to 
me. As a youth pastor, I had not disciplined myself 
to see God amidst my personal chaos and busyness, 
until a 12-year-old girl shared with me some really 
good news. 

 After months upon months of discipling and 
walking alongside this 12-year-old as she wrestled 
with going to her dad's house during the process of 
a saddening divorce, questioning the goodness of 
a God who would allow for such pain, crying out of 
hurt, and shutting down out of fear, she approached 
me one Sunday morning with good news. Good news, 
from my perspective, would be the reconciliation of 
her parents or a wild apology from her father. To Ella, 

the student becomes
the teacher
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(high school)

yes, and ...
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student id
equip

(high school)

A few years into my pastoral career, I was looking 
for a hobby. I was always more of a theater kid 
than a softball player, so I ended up with improv. 
If you’re familiar with the show, “Whose Line Is 
It Anyway?” you know that improv is a form of 
theatrical storytelling in which the plot, characters, 
and dialogue of a game, scene, or story are made 
up in the moment.1 I found myself performing in 
Hollywood regularly, and, 12 years later, improv is still 
a source of joy, whether I’m a fellow performer or an 
audience member. I believe there are principles of 
collaboration that I found in improv which you may 
find helpful in parenting your kids and teenagers.

I love how God is unfolding a story that you and 
your kids are a part of. However, that story is set in 
an information-saturated world that often elicits a 
response of fear and control. Fear-driven control 
creates an environment where we miss out on the 
joy of collaboration. Instead of merely observing a 
story, you could be participating in one with your 
children. If you and your kids are believers in Jesus, 
it may be worth asking, "When was the last time I 
joyfully collaborated with my kids in God’s big story?"

If you find yourself thinking a long way back, I’d 
suggest that the first rule of improv could be a great 
tool for you as a parent. It’s the rule of, “Yes, and ….” 
It encapsulates the way improvisors accept an offer 
someone has given, and adds to it in order to expand 
the story. For example, if two players are performing 
what is supposed to be a beach scene, and one of 
them starts doing ballet, the other one acknowledges 
the other's actions and works it into the scene, 
perhaps by making a comment on how much they 
love dance competitions on the sand.

As your kids voice observations and concerns 
they have with the world around them, you have 
an opportunity to begin making positive offers 
rather than leaning into negative contradictions. As 
they discuss people around them who are hurting, 
or questions that they can’t reconcile, there’s an 
opportunity to contribute help and truth.

In my experience, parents are often like new 
improvisors who respond with,“Yeah, but ...” instead 
of, “Yes, and ….” In improv, this response is caused 
by a very clear idea of how the improvisor wants to 
see the scene unfold, and he's trying to control the 
scene rather than collaborate. Many parents fall 
into the same trap. They desire to see a very clear 
and conflict-free story unfold in their child’s life, 
which can elicit a, “Yeah, but ...” response. Parents 
can often respond to their child with trite theology 

and dismissive pragmatism, which don’t help a 
student collaborate or build a plan of action. While 
the parents are full of good intentions, they miss 
the opportunity to address the child's questions and 
empower him with storytelling.

The parents who are experiencing the joy of 
collaborating with their kids in their role in God’s big 
story don’t necessarily understand improv, but they 
do understand, “Yes, and ….” When a high schooler 
shares a concern for a friend who doesn’t have a 
stable home and could use a ride to church, the “Yes 
and …” parent provides the ride and also encourages 
her teenager to invite that friend over for dinner. I’ve 
seen families like this sharing holidays with that young 
person years later and impacting his extended family. 
And all of it started with a simple, “Yes, and ….”

I’m not saying this principle applies to our theology. 

We don’t say, “Yes, and …” to any old belief our 
teenagers come to us with. I believe Scripture is our 
authority and the Spirit of God is guiding us, and 
always in concert with His Word. But in matters of how 
we react to our kids, it can be helpful.

Having been in student ministries for a few 
decades now, I’m struck by the frustration of parents 
who feel their student is dismissive of their offers for 
support and help when they are in early adulthood. 
I firmly believe that the parent who is constantly 
responding with, “Yeah, but …” usually will find herself 
relegated to observing a story unfold in later years. 
With Scripture as our guide, I wonder how, “Yes, and 
…” can become a part of your parenting. It’s not the 
perfect response every single time, but it does allow 
you to collaborate with your student on their part in 
God’s big story. While the joy of improv on a stage is 
fun, the impact of parents collaborating with students 
can have eternal rewards. With God’s Word as your 
authority and a faith-filled trust in His sovereignty, 
could you find a time to say, “Yes, and …” to your 
children in the weeks to come?
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Improvisational_theatre

by Trent Lewis
Trent Lewis is the Pastor of Ministry at Arbor Road Church in 
Long Beach, CA. He is a graduate of Biola University and has 
been working with students for 20 years. His primary ministry 
started in 2013 when he married Cora and expanded in 2016 
with the birth of their son, Clark. Trent’s hobbies include improv 
comedy, podcasting, and Disney (yes, Disney is a hobby). He is 
passionate about communicating the truth of God’s Word in an 
engaging and relevant way.
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Pain is temporary. Yet, in that moment, pain affects everything in you. Moments when heartbreak 
can’t be washed away. Those moments when hurt pushes its way deep into your gut and forces its way 
back up to your heart. That doubled-over, gut-wrenching pain. Emotional pain. The kind of pain that 
medicine can’t fix. I wish those times didn’t exist. But they do.

In 2014, I miscarried two babies, and I never allowed those close to me to help carry the weight of 
my pain. The instant it arrived, I began to mourn deeply inside my soul. But, I mourned in secret. I was 
holding a secret funeral in my heart that I never allowed anyone to attend.

Like so many women, I chose to suffer alone. I mourned for my babies that I would never get to 
hold. I wondered who they would look like. Would they have loved sports like Mommy and Daddy? I 
thought about how my heart would feel when my arms were wrapped around them. Most importantly, 
I thought about how they would have learned how much Jesus loves them.

All these thoughts washed over me as I mourned in secret. Other than my husband, I never 
invited anyone to the end of my babies’ existence; I just held this secret funeral inside my heart.

about   faq search          store          subscribe

everyday mom blog     everyday dad blog     food     crafts     family

A Secret Funeral
Lindsey Snider
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As time passed, my suffering slowly began to release its grip on me. God’s love began to seep into 
the deep ravines that had formed in my heart. In time, His peace surrounded me. It held me. My heart 
was finding freedom in Jesus.

I held tightly to Jeremiah 29:11: “'For I know the plans I have for you,' declares the Lord, 'plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.'”

I knew in my mind that my life was in Christ’s hands. I just needed my heart to catch up. And it did.

There was an important thing that I learned from this time in my life: Life isn’t meant to suffer alone. 
Life is meant to be shared with others.

I learned there were people around me that went through the same pain of losing a child. They 
were willing to share their stories to help bring healing to my circumstance. If I had shared my loss, I 
would have gained. I would have gained comfort in knowing others made it through the pain; peace 
that passes all understanding; and hope for the future that God had for our family. 

From this loss, God taught me to share my story.  

To my surprise, the morning I took the bold 
move and shared my story through social media, I 
also found out I was pregnant. 

Amidst our shock and wonder, my husband and 
I made the decision to stand on faith, believing 
God’s hand was on our baby. Fear had no place to 
harbor in our hearts.

A few weeks after our precious surprise, we 
stood in a store looking at a little blue snowsuit. 
Not knowing if we were having a boy or girl, we 
believed we were to buy this snowsuit as an act of 
faith, believing that God would fulfill His promise 
in giving us our little boy. We looked silly, crying in 
the middle of the store, all because we were proud 
of ourselves for taking the step and excited to see 
God work miracles. The snowsuit became a symbol 
of walking in God’s unmerited favor—a tangible 
reminder of the precious gift that God gave us.

Nine months later, we welcomed Jackson 
Henry into the world. His name was chosen before 
my husband and I even knew each other. We 
learned while dating that we both wanted the 
name “Jackson” for a son. During my pregnancy, 
we learned that Jackson means, “God has been 
gracious; He has shown favor.” His name is perfect 
and we will forever tell our story if it means offering 
a piece of healing for those who have suffered 
through loss.

Lindsey currently serves as a Creative Specialist for the International Pentecostal Holiness Church (IPHC) Discipleship 
Ministries Headquarters in Oklahoma City, OK.  She has served as a Community Outreach Pastor, Kids Pastor, and 
Media Pastor across Oklahoma and Texas. Lindsey and her husband, Jared, have a daughter, Brooklyn, and a son, Jack. 
They love to travel, try new foods, cheer on the Texas Rangers, and cuddle with their dog, Frisco.
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It’s one of those days: at the office before dawn so I can leave work early to help with my son’s practice. Or at least 
that was the hope. Instead, I find myself still at work, texting my wife to take him instead. This means she has to wake 
the littles from their nap, dinner plans have to change, and I’ll have been at work for nearly 12 hours before I get home. 
Just another day where I won’t exactly be overflowing with energy or patience. Some days I just don’t feel “dad enough.”

There’s a lot of pressure on dads to be everything and win in every area. Action films (the height of Western 
thinking) have raised us to believe we’re the hero of our own story and that nothing should stop us. Social media, on the 
other hand, has left us thinking everyone else is actually doing it. Bowie and Queen’s classic, “Under Pressure,” doesn’t 
just offer a great bass line, but an apt lament for the modern dad. The worst part is not just thinking you’re letting down 
your wife, kids, or employers, it’s the thought that you have let God down. And in turn, our response is that we must 
strive. We must replace those losses with whatever kind of win we can get, so we sacrifice.

A BETTER CURE

In the (manly?) BBC series, Call the Midwife, one episode tells the story of a grandma diagnosed with typhoid. Nurses 
instruct her to keep clean to keep it from spreading, but there is no cure. Overwhelmed with guilt and shame for 
getting others sick, she withdraws from her family, refuses to hold her new granddaughter, and begins to compulsively, 
agonizingly, painfully wash her hands—scrubbing, scrubbing, scrubbing in vain to get rid of the disease.

about   faq search          store          subscribe
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Not "Dad Enough"
Derick Zeulner
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Her nurses can instruct her to be clean, but they can’t get rid of the illness. She needs something better. A doctor 
delivering a better cure. A better hero with a better story.

But when Christ appeared as a high priest … He entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood 
of goats and calves but by means of His own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. (Hebrews 9:11–12 ESV)

Jesus offers himself as the final sacrifice: His blood for our forgiveness; not to ease our infection, but to heal it. Jesus 
offers the cure to end our striving and secures for us a supporting role in the eternal story of redemption. A story that 
tells us all the good works, all the long hours, all the striving to succeed, all the handwashing will never be enough: only 
Jesus can pay it all. Which means I can stop trying to earn it for myself or trying to prove I deserve it.

NEVER ENOUGH

At the end of Saving Private Ryan, the title character is found, he’s kept safe, and a dying Tom Hanks leans in and says, 
“Earn this.” I hate that part. It pretty much ruins the whole movie for me, because you immediately know that the whole 
rest of this man’s life is going to be spent trying to prove he deserved the lives of the squad who saved him. He can 
never win.

Too many Christians, too many dads are walking around doing the same thing, thinking, “Jesus saved me, but 
somehow I can make it up to Him.” But you can’t. You can’t give enough. Serve enough. Evangelize enough. Be 
dad enough or work enough to equal Jesus’ sacrifice. And when we try, we trade in our Christian hope for anxiety 
and pressure. 

But to the person with faith in Christ, God says:

“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer 
any offering for sin. (Hebrews 10:17–18 ESV)

Jesus is the priest who puts an end to the striving to earn, as well as the pressure that goes with it. Your kids still 
need you, but not to be the perfect dad with the perfect story. They need you to be a dad who needs a savior. You may 
not be “dad enough,” but you can rest in the truth that Jesus is all the "enough" your family needs, and you can just be 
Dad. And that is the most beautiful story ever! 

Derick is the Pastor of Communications at South Shores Church in Dana Point, CA. He is husband to Rebecca and the father of four, the last 
of whom Derick recently had the opportunity to “catch” in an unexpected home birth. He loves to swim with his family, renovate his home, and 
“equip the saints for the work of ministry” (Ephesians 4:12 ESV).

Blog ThatChristMayDwell.com

Twitter @zeulner
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John 8:36 says, “So if the Son sets you free, you 
will be free indeed.” I had read that passage many 
times, but never understood what it meant. The 
burdens that I carried kept me from experiencing 
the freedom I had in Christ. It took opening up 
and asking for help for me to finally experience 
true freedom. 

The best part of this story is that it didn’t end 
with counseling. I know that God used those years 
to prepare me for the story that He is continuing to 
write in my life. Shortly after my step-dad left, I got 
married. I was asked multiple times, “Are you sure 
you want to get married?” or, “Have you ever seen a 
healthy marriage?” But I knew that, with God’s help 
and my time in counseling, I was ready to be a wife. 
It taught me that the most beautiful gift I can offer 
my husband is to be real, to not pretend or fake it 
through life. I get to be fully me. 

Counseling also prepared me to step into my 
call. I enjoy writing, but I love to speak. God has 
already given me dozens of speaking opportunities 
where I have been able to share this story. I have 
been able to speak about the freedom that comes 
in Christ. I have had kids and students come up 
to me and say how much my story meant to them, 
how much they needed to hear that it is okay to ask 
for help.  

I was recently in a dressing room when I looked 
up at the mirror, and it said, “Play the Lead in Your 
Story.” For a moment, I felt empowered. But then I 
remembered that I am not the lead in my story. In 
fact, this is not my story. It is God’s big story and I 
have an important part to play—but not the lead part. 
When I remember that my story is part of something 
so much bigger, it makes it okay to ask for help. It 
makes it okay to share my story. It makes it okay for 
me to be free. 

by Krista Heinen
Krista is the NextGen Associate Pastor at Elmbrook Church in 
Brookfield, WI. Krista helps equip and support the families at 
Elmbrook through resources, events, and conversations. 

Twitter @KristaHeinen

tough topics
equip

I’ve never been good at asking for help. I’m the 
oldest in my family and people have always joked 
that I am an “old soul.” I heard this so often growing 
up that I thought it meant that I always needed to 
have everything together. To make sure I got good 
grades. To take care of my sister and never get upset. 
I carried the incredible weight of needing to be 
perfect for many years. 

A few years ago, I listened to a speaker who 
carried a beautiful vase full of flowers. The flowers 
were so vibrant and alive. Then, as his story began 
to take a turn for the worse, he shocked the room 
by suddenly throwing the vase on the ground. 
CRASH! It shattered, leaving shards of glass and 
flowers strewn across the floor. That moment deeply 
resonates in me to this day, because not long before I 
heard him speak I had experienced the same sort of 
feeling in my own life. 

I was in my early twenties and I had just gotten 
my first job, working for a church, while still living at 
home with my mom and step-dad. One day, my step-
dad of over 15 years sat me down and told me he was 
leaving. After that, he walked out of the door, got in 
his car, and I never saw him again. CRASH! That was 
the moment. It felt like everything I had spent so long 
making look perfect came crashing down around me. 
I remember feeling like I could almost see the pieces 
of myself and my image shattered and strewn across 
the floor. 

I tried to pretend everything was okay, but 
when I went to work the next day, I couldn’t hold it 
together. Everything hurt. A wise pastor suggested 
it was time to ask for help. And after a few weeks 
passed, I knew he was right; I signed myself up to 
see a counselor. At first it was awkward as I tried 
to protect some semblance of my image. It was so 
ingrained in me to take care of myself that I couldn’t 
even allow myself to let this counselor see how 
deeply broken I was. Weeks turned into months 
and months turned into years. But slowly, ever so 
slowly, things began to change. I started to allow the 
counselor in, and we started to really address the 
deep feelings I had been carrying. Then the craziest 
thing began to happen—I started to feel free. 

a story of freedom
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best thing they could have done for me and for 
my siblings. Their parenting was a united front, a 
team effort flowing from a healthy marriage.

What is more, the story they told was not of 
their marriage only, but was ultimately about 
God. As they spoke of commitment, service, 
kindness, and grace, they not only identified the 
elements of a thriving marriage, but they also 
spoke of God's faithfulness, sacrifice, love, and 
forgiveness. I came to know God through the 
story they told and the picture they painted. I 
saw the bigger story, God’s story, of which their 
marriage and my life were small parts. Now I 
have the opportunity to tell a story through my 
own marriage, and to use that story to invite 
others into the story of God.

What story is your marriage speaking 
to your kids? Is it the story you want to be 
telling, one you want them to remember and 
pass on? If not, how might you work with your 
spouse to begin tweaking the storyline so that 
it better communicates the character of God to 
your children?

by Emily Schulz
Emily is the Family and Women’s Ministries Director at 
New Denver Church in Denver, CO. She has her BA in 
Christian ministries from Biola University and her MDiv 
from Denver Seminary. Emily loves seasonal activities, 
date nights with her husband, Phil, cooking, playing 
games, spontaneous song and dance, and creating space 
for people to be known and loved.

You might not think of yourself as a storyteller, 
but I guarantee you are. We all tell stories with 
our lives, through the things we do and say in 
everyday interactions with those around us. As 
still something of a newlywed, about to close-in 
on two years of marriage, it is fascinating for me 
to look back and see how my views on marriage, 
and my marriage itself, have been shaped by 
a million different factors. As I reflect, I cannot 
help but realize that perhaps the greatest factor 
in my marriage has been the marriage modeled 
to me by my parents. My husband, Phil, and I are 
blessed beyond words to both have parents who 
have been married for over thirty years, parents 
who love each other, and love Jesus even more. 
My parents have been the biggest influence on 
my marriage because of the story I heard them 
tell without even knowing it, through countless 
conversations, for more than twenty years.

Through their unintentional storytelling, my 
parents taught me that marriage is a lifelong 
commitment, that in marriage you put your 
spouse’s needs above your own, that you must 
treat each other kindly and speak well of one 
another to others, and that grace is the key 
ingredient. I have realized that storytelling is not 
done through words alone, but that the stories we 
tell are illustrated by our actions. My parents’ story 
was illustrated by playful displays of affection, by 
daily acts of service, and by faithfully practicing 
the art of confessing sin and asking for forgiveness. 
My parents are by no means perfect, but I do 
believe that working on their marriage was the 

unintentional
storytelling
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Every summer there was a picnic at Grandma’s 
house. Everyone came—aunts, uncles, cousins, 
friends, neighbors, and in-laws. The same tables 
were laden with summer treats—potato and macaroni 
salad, deviled eggs, baked beans, watermelon, and, 
as always, a plethora of pies. There was always 
something going on in Grandma’s kitchen—canning, 
making applesauce, shucking corn, or snapping 
beans, and always, baking, baking, baking. 

When Grandma died, her shiny chrome Sunbeam 
mixer was a cherished item. It went first to my mother 
and later it was passed on to me. This past Christmas 
my daughter and I used the mixer to make Grandma’s 
nut roll—a tradition in our home. For me, Grandma’s 
mixer is a symbol of a woman who faithfully fought 
for the ideal of family her whole life. 

Family connectedness and the love it represents 
is at the heart of God’s big story. That’s a lesson I 
learned from my grandmother. For years Grandma 
stayed in touch with everyone in the family and was 
the source of family news long after we had all grown 
and scattered. There are many stories I could tell 
about this woman—stories of strength and sacrifice 
and heartache and faith. Yet most of my memories of 
Grandma are rooted in food. Because of Grandma, I 
know what family looks like and smells like and tastes 
like. She taught me to lead and love from the kitchen. 
She remains one of the richest parts of my heritage. 
I hope someday my grandchildren feel the same way 
about me.

by Janet Lee
Janet directs the Anchor House, a place of hope and healing 
for homeless single moms with young children in South 
Phoenix. After more than 16 years in Christian publishing and 
curriculum development, she is more than content to be Judah's 
Nana and a friend of Jesus.

spiritual grandparenting
support

Geraldine Elizabeth Herwick Wellsby was a 
matriarch. I know you’ve never heard of her—she was 
my grandmother and the glue that kept us connected 
as a family. 

Every Thanksgiving, a long row of tables marched 
down the center of Grandma’s basement. To the side, 
there were overflow tables for all the pies Grandma 
was famous for creating, and in the corner was the 
proverbial Kids’ Table where I sat for many years 
with a myriad of cousins and friends. We gathered 
in the afternoon for the feast and lingered all day 
as the men congregated in the upstairs living room 
to watch football and the women clustered in the 
kitchen to chat. The basement was the kids’ domain, 
and we had a blast playing games and teasing each 
other mercilessly.

The day after Thanksgiving, Grandma started 
baking Christmas cookies for our next gathering—
Christmas Eve. In every room of the house, some 
jolly reminder of the season was hung, arranged, or 
tucked. Her Christmas village was meticulously laid 
out under the aluminum tree. A kid could look at 
it for hours and still discover some new detail not 
noticed before. But the main attraction was in the 
kitchen. As I remember it, the table had sprouted 
tiers towering above its top and every available 
surface was decked with cookies and sweets. 
Grandma always managed to make everyone’s 
favorite—nut roll, chocolate chews, Russian teacakes, 
fig pies, date drops—it was magnificent!

a matriarch's
story

ma·tri·arch
¼mātrē¼ärk/ 
noun
noun: matriarch; plural noun: matriarchs
1. a woman who is the head of a family 

or tribe.
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Unfortunately, one of the best words to describe our world right now is “disconnected.” This, of 
course, is ironic because technologically speaking we are supposed to be more connected than ever.

Some of the best stories from my childhood, the stories that shaped my life in many ways, come from 
road trips. When I was a kid, a few times a year we’d load up our red 1986 family Suburban and take 
off for a road trip. My sisters and I spent countless hours in the back of that car talking, singing songs, 
arguing (as kids do), working out our differences, and generally learning what it means to be family. But, 
the thing I remember most from those trips was playing games like “I Spy,” “The License Plate Game,” 
“Tic-Tac-Toe” and, our parents’ favorite, “The Quiet Game.” (I always lost that one pretty quickly!)

One struggle I hear parents talk about often is the difficulty in finding the balance of how much 
technology is okay for their kids. Too often, their kids are in the back seat of the car (or in the living 
room) with their heads buried in their individual devices, not experiencing any interaction. However, the 
extreme alternative option of banning technology isn’t too appealing either. A while back, inspired by 
the dilemma of these parents and my childhood memories, I set out to create a solution.

A few months ago, my company released The Road Trip Games App for the iPhone and iPad. The 
Road Trip Games App brings back some of those classic games we played on road trips, and gives them 
a new digital life. The best part is that none of the games can be played alone—kids (or adults!) have to 
pass their device back and forth and actually interact with each other! We included games like “Tic-Tac-
Toe,” “Dots & Boxes,” “Hangman,” “DrawIt!,” “The License Plate Game,” and even “The Quiet Game.” 
(You’re welcome, parents!) We wanted to see if this app could bring back some of the interaction that 
today's families seem to be missing.

As we tested the app with kids from ages 5 to 15, we were shocked to find just how much they 
enjoyed the interaction in these simple games. Last month, we brought a few families together for 
a promotional photo shoot and they all sat around playing the app long after we were done taking 
pictures. A few weeks ago, my wife and I went to dinner with some friends and gave their kids my phone 
to play with. They played The Road Trip Games App for two and a half hours and were laughing the 
whole time! Perhaps most unexpectedly, we’ve seen that a lot of the parents have been enjoying playing 
this game with their kids, their spouses, or even their friends both on the road and at home.

Obviously, the issue of technology and connectedness is a complex one for our families (and for our 
world). And while one app isn’t going to solve these problems, maybe it can let us put them aside, allow 
us to experience a few moments of connectedness, and create some memories that will provide stories 
for years to come.

You can check out The Road Trip Games App at www.roadtripgamesapp.com.

by Matt Barnes
In another lifetime, Matt was the first editor for what would eventually become HomeFront Magazine. Today, he runs 
Rogue Creative Development, a creative agency and production company out of Orange County, CA, where he lives with 
his wife, Stacy, and their French bulldog, Rogue. 

Instagram  @matthewbarnes

Twitter @matthewbarnes
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10 
ENVIRONMENTS

The order of the 10 Environments listed coincides 
with the monthly distribution of this resource.

1
2

3 4

5

“God has entrusted 
me with the things and 

people He created 
around me.”

“God fills me with 
His love so I can 

give it away.”

“God has a big story, 
and I can be a part 

of it!”

“God transforms me 
when I step out in faith.”

“Asks the question, 
‘What needs to be done?’”

Responsibility
This environment captures the ability to 
take ownership for one’s life, gifts, and 
resources before God. A child must be 
challenged to take responsibility for his 
or her brothers and sisters in Christ, as 
well as for those who are spiritually lost. 
Our hope is that the Holy Spirit will use 
this environment to allow each child to 
understand that God has entrusted His 
world to us.

Love&Respect
Without love, our faith becomes futile. This 
environment recognizes that children need 
an environment of love and respect in order 
to be free to both receive and give God’s 
grace. Innate to this environment is the value 
that children are respected because they 
embody the image of God. We must speak to 
them, not at them, and we must commit to an 
environment where love and acceptance are 
never withheld due to one’s behavior.

Storytelling
The power of The Big God Story impacts our 
lives by giving us an accurate and awe-inspiring 
perspective into how God has been moving 
throughout history. It is the story of redemption, 
salvation, and hope and tells how I have been 
grafted into it by grace. It further compels us to 
see how God is using every person’s life and is 
creating a unique story that deserves to be told 
for God’s glory.

Out of the 
Comfort Zone
As children and students are 
challenged to step out of their 
comfort zone from an early age, they 
learn to experience a dependence 
on the Holy Spirit to equip and 
strengthen them beyond their 
natural abilities and desires. We 
believe this environment will 
cultivate a generation that, instead 
of seeking comfort, seeks a radical 
life of faith in Christ.

Serving
This posture of the heart asks 
the question, “What needs to 
be done?” It allows the Holy 
Spirit to cultivate a sensitivity to 
others and focuses on a cause 
bigger than one individual life. It 
helps fulfill the mandate that as 
Christ-followers we are to view 
our lives as living sacrifices that 
we generously give away!
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IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT 
HOMES AND CHURCHES 
WOULD CREATE THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS FOR 
CHILDREN TO LIVE IN 
SO THEIR FAITH WILL 
GROW IN A COMMUNITY 
OF CONSISTENCY, 
COMMON LANGUAGE, 
AND PRACTICE. TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT HOW THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS CAN IGNITE 
A TRANSFORMING FAITH IN 
YOUR FAMILY, WE SUGGEST 
YOU READ: 

 

SPIRITUAL PARENTING:
An Awakening for Today’s Families

BY MICHELLE ANTHONY 
© 2010 DAVID C COOK 

6 7

8

9

10
“When I get off 

track, God offers me 
a path of healing.”

“I belong to God, 

and He loves me!”

“God’s family cares 
for each other 

and worships God 
together.”

“I see Christ in 
others, and they can 

see Him in me.”

“God knows me, and 
I can know Him.”

Course Correction
This environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 
and is the direct opposite of punishment. 
Instead, biblical discipline for a child 
encompasses a season of pain, the building 
up in love, and a vision of a corrected path for 
the individual with the purpose of healing at 
its core.

Identity
This environment highlights who we are in 
Christ. According to Ephesians 1, we have been 
chosen, adopted, redeemed, sealed, and given 
an inheritance in Christ … all of which we did 
nothing to earn. This conviction allows children 
to stand firm against the destructive  
counter-identities the world will offer.

Faith Community
God designed us to live in community and 
to experience Him in ways that can only 
happen in proximity to one another. The faith 
community serves to create an environment to 
equip and disciple parents, to celebrate God’s 
faithfulness, and to bring a richness of worship 
through tradition and rituals, which offer 
children an identity. Our love for each other 
reflects the love we have received from God.

Modeling
Biblical content needs a practical living 
expression in order for it to be spiritually 
impacting. This environment serves as a  
hands-on example of what it means for children 
to put their faith into action. Modeling puts 
flesh on faith and reminds us that others are 
watching to see if we live what we believe.

Knowing
Nothing could be more important 
than knowing and being known 
by God. We live in a world that 
denies absolute truth, and yet 
God’s Word offers just that. As we 
create an environment that upholds 
and displays God’s truth, we give 
children a foundation based on 
knowing God, knowing His Word, 
and a relationship with Him through 
Christ. God is holy, mighty, and 
awesome, and yet He has chosen to 
make Himself known to us!

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked “ESV” are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. Copyright © 2000; 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked (NLT ) are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, IL 60189 USA. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked (NASB) are taken from the New American Standard Bible, © Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.



fun & games on the road!

download for
ipad & iphone!

With The Road Trip Games App your family and friends can be entertained through fun competition on your iPhone 
or iPad as you trek across the state or country (or even in your own living room). This app is ALL about interaction as 

you pass your device around just like you would with a paper book of games! Enjoy playing classic games such as 
Hangman, Tic-Tac-Toe, Dots & Boxes, The Licence Plate Game and more!

roadtripgamesapp.com


