
September LIFT 2017-18 

Level 6-8 Home Assignment 

 

Directions: Work through the take home assignment.  Jot down your answers to the reflection 

questions and email me a summary to dremaley@holyeucharist.org. 

 

Theme: The Good News  

Objectives: 1. Know that they are created by God in His image and are loved by God 

  2. Know that by virtue of their baptism, they are adopted sons and daughters of  

   God 

  3. Understand that all Christians are called to a life of mercy and forgiveness   

   because we experience the mercy and forgiveness of God  

   
Activities 

  
 
 

 
Liturgical Calendar Connection  
Questions to consider:   Explain that the church uses different colors to show what church 
(liturgical) time of year we are in.   Everything in the church is green so we are in Ordinary 
time.    Ordinary usually means “regular” or “plain” but the way that we are using it here 
means “order” as in the order of counted weeks. 
Here is another question…what liturgical season is coming next?  (Advent)   
     

 
 

 
The “Good News” 
 
Jesus asks us to share the “Good News” but what is the “Good News?” 
Let’s start with this question: 
Who are you?  What about “you” makes you who you are?   
(Answers might be:  son, daughter, friend, grandchild, soccer player, violin player, video 
game master etc.) 
 
While these are all true, there is a deeper truth to who you are.  God created the whole 
world and you too.  He created you and loves you and wants to be connected to you.   And 
I am guessing that when you were still babies, your parents brought you to church to have 
you baptized “In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  In your 
baptism, you have become the adopted sons and daughters of God!  And that is the best 
news ever. 
 
If God is perfectly good and loving and merciful (and He is), how do you think He wants us 
to act?  Is it easy or hard to act that way?  Why? 
 
When is it most difficult?  How can you get the help that you need to be the kid that God 
wants you to be? 
 
Play this song:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ecV1NHmELuA 

 How do they see this song connecting to the idea of the “Good News?”   
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 Are you open to allow God to write your story or are you trying to control the 
story? 

 Do you see God in your story?  Why or why not? 
 

 
 

 
Gospel Reading and Reflection Questions 
1.  Review with the kids the prayer-the Sign of the Cross.  With this prayer, we are invoking 
or asking the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit to be with us.  Who is the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit?  Ask what they know and fill in the blanks.  (God is the Father, the Creator.  He 
loves us so much that he sent his Son to us to teach us and be an example to us.  The 
Father and Son sent us the Holy Spirit so that we can continue to move towards God even 
when we can’t see Jesus.)  Anytime we say this prayer, it is a reminder to slow down, get 
quiet and listen to what is coming next. 
 
2.  Read the Gospel 
A reading from the Gospel of Matthew:   
Peter approached Jesus and asked him, 
"Lord, if my brother sins against me, 
how often must I forgive? 
As many as seven times?"  
Jesus answered, "I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times.  
That is why the kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king 
who decided to settle accounts with his servants.  
When he began the accounting, 
a debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge amount.  
Since he had no way of paying it back, 
his master ordered him to be sold, 
along with his wife, his children, and all his property, 
in payment of the debt.  
At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and said, 
'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.' 
Moved with compassion the master of that servant 
let him go and forgave him the loan.  
When that servant had left, he found one of his fellow servants 
who owed him a much smaller amount.  
He seized him and started to choke him, demanding, 
'Pay back what you owe.' 
Falling to his knees, his fellow servant begged him, 
'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.' 
But he refused.  
Instead, he had the fellow servant put in prison 
until he paid back the debt.  
Now when his fellow servants saw what had happened, 
they were deeply disturbed, and went to their master 
and reported the whole affair.  
His master summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant!  
I forgave you your entire debt because you begged me to.  
Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant, 
as I had pity on you?' 
Then in anger his master handed him over to the torturers 
until he should pay back the whole debt.  
So will my heavenly Father do to you, 



unless each of you forgives your brother from your heart." 
3.  Reflection questions: 

 How hard is it for you to forgive others?  Think of a time when it was particularly 
hard for you to forgive someone else, or when you ultimately were not able to 
forgive and have held a grudge.  How does this make you feel?  How could you 
make it easier to forgive? 

 In thinking about your experience, do you relate more to the king or to the official?  
Why? 

 What is the moral of the story? 

 How can we apply this lesson to our own lives? 
 

  
A Modern Parable of Forgiveness  
 
Talk about the elements of a parable.  A parable tells a short story with a moral, usually 
has a surprising twist, uses concepts and situations that the audience is familiar with, has 
dialogue, etc.   
 
Write a short parable about forgiveness using a situation from their lives.   
 

 
 

 
Closing prayer “Our Father”  

 


