
Saturday, August 19 @ 9am to 3pm 

Trinity UMC 

“Putting Out to Deeper Waters” 

Lunch provided 

Come catch the vision God has for COC in 2018!   

 

United Methodist Church of the Cross 

SEPTEMBER  2017 

Living the Word 

A CARING COMMUNITY REACHING OUT TO TRANSFORM LIVES 

THROUGH KNOWING, LOVING AND SERVING GOD! 

ALL CHURCH RETREAT 

Picnic in the Gym 
Sunday, August 27, 2017 

At Noon 

The Fellowship          

Committee will serve 

friend chicken, baked 

beans, potato chips, rolls and  cupcakes.   

Bill Burrows will provide entertainment. 

Should be a fun time!  Come join us! 
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August 2017 Pastor’s Message  

Be Fruitful or Wither and Die 

     The Bible, particularly the Old Testament, is rife with literary, rhetorical and poetic techniques designed 

to make the word of God more memorable— techniques that too often don’t carry over well in the    

translation from Hebrew to English.  

     Assonance is one of these literary tools used to foster narrative effect. It is the repetition of the same 

sounds of adjacent or nearby words. Assonance can only be seen or heard in the original languages of 

the Bible. An example of assonance in the English language would be the rhyming phrase “conceive it, 

perceive it, believe it, achieve it.” 

     Acrostic is another device found in Old Testament poetry. In acrostics each successive unit or stanza of 

a poem begins with consecutive letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Psalm 119, in the original Hebrew, is a 

prime example of this. In it each new stanza begins with the letter from the Hebrew alphabet immediately 

following the letter of the first word of the stanza before it.  Acrostic, like assonance, can only be fully      

recognized or heard in the original Hebrew text. 

  Chiasmus is another literary technique we find utilized in the Bible to make God’s word more memorable. 

In chiasms two or more clauses are related to each other through the reversal of the lines in order to make 

a larger point.  An example of a chiasm is this line from Genesis9:6, “Whoever sheds the blood of a human, 

by a human shall that person’s blood be shed...” 

   The commonality among all these techniques in the Bible is that of repetition— repetition which leads to 

depth of understanding and enhanced memory retention. 

     In one of the stories the Gospel of Matthew tells repetition is a key component. The story occurs in verses 

10-17 of Chapter 21 as Matthew recounts Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and his subsequent 

“cleansing” of the temple. As you’ll recall, in this story Jesus enters the Temple and drives out all who are 

selling and buying. He overturns the money changers’ tables and the seats of those selling doves and says 

to all of these people, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’; but you are making it a 

den of robbers.”    

    After having destroyed the Temple because it was not doing what it was supposed to do Jesus leaves 

Jerusalem and spends the night in Bethany. In verses 18-21 he heads back to Jerusalem the next morning 

and on the way encounters a fig tree in full leaf which bears no fruit. Making this discovery Jesus curses the 

fig tree and it withers, never to bear fruit again. 

     At this point, you may be asking, “Well... where’s the repetition Pastor?”  To this I reply, “The repetition is 

in Jesus decimating, making null and void, things that look as they should but are not bearing fruit they’re 

supposed to bear. Things like a religious structure that looks as it should but is not a place of prayer and a 

fig tree that is in full leaf but does not bear figs.” 

     The point connecting the relationship between these stories and the situation in the modern world      

becomes clearer as we look at what’s happening all around us and see churches dying—denominational 

and non-denominational churches— dying left and right! More times than not these churches are dying 

because, while they may look churchy, they aren’t doing what they’re supposed to do and more closely 

resemble a den of robbers than a house of prayer.  

     As we move into our second year of ministry together let me assure you that it is my foremost and        

utmost intent to ensure that the Church of the Cross remains a house of prayer that will bear much fruit 

now and for many years to come. The work we will do and the conversations we will have at our all-church 

retreat on August 19 will help us assure that we continue to grow more fully into a place where God’s life 

giving, life restoring, life enhancing power is experienced by all; now and forevermore!     

 

        Pastor Loren 
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September 2017 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fri Sa

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

October 2017 

Su Mo Tu W Th Fri S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

November 2017 

S M Tu W Th Fr Sa

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

December 2017 

Su M Tu W Th Fr Sa

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

For Questions Please contact Marti at 

825.5170 or 

marti.higdon@coc-salina.org 

This year we will “Dig In” to the Bible 

with new songs and new curriculum 

6:00 PM– 7:15 PM    

Wednesdays 

BLESSINGS BOX 
 

 

 

Many thanks to those 

who have contributed 

to the box.  It's amazing 

to see God work 

through this church and 

this community.   

 

Suggested items: 

 Canned w/pop-top pasta , vegetables, meats, fruit 

 Personal hygiene products 

 Spiral notebooks, pens, pencils/sharpeners, etc      
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 BO Building the Future   

United Methodist Certificate of Participation 

You can help the Kansas United Methodist Foundation build the future of churches in our confer-

ence.  The Certificate of Participation provides an investment alternative for those who are seek-

ing the security of a fixed income type vehicle at competitive rates.  Through their Certificate of 

Participation, you may invest (minimum of $1,000) and receive a competitive interest rate for 

one and two year maturities. The foundation then loans the funds to Kansas United Methodist 

churches and institutions.   Interest rates as of June, 2017 were 1 year -1.20% and 2 year – 1.50%.  

For more information, go to www.kaumf.org  or call the Foundation at 888-483-8405.      

COME AND CELEBRATE 
100 YEARS OF MINISTRY 

August 25th—27th 

Grand Avenue United Methodist Church 

304 W. Grand Avenue,  Salina, KS 

They have many activities planned starting with Praise & Worship with Rev. Rick Just on Friday,     
August 25 at 7pm.  Saturday is a full day of activities  that continue over to Sunday the 27th.  If you 
have an interest in joining this celebration I would suggest calling the Grand Avenue Church Office 
at 785-823-6272, 

UMW EGG-CELLENT 

BREAKFAST 

Bring a breakfast item to 

share and a guest. 

August 8 at 9AM 

“One reason we are so harried and hurried is that we make yesterday 

and tomorrow our business, when all that legitimately concerns us is   

today.  If we really have too much to do, there are some items on the 

agenda which God did not put there.  Let us submit the list to Him and 

ask Him to indicate which items we must delete.  There is always time   

to do the will of God.  If we are too busy to do that, we are too busy.”       

Elisabeth Elliot 

http://www.kaumf.org
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Our next American Red Cross blood drive will be Tuesday, August 22 

from 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  Sign up in one of the following ways: 

Signup Sheet in the Welcome Center 

Call Pat Mills at 785-819-4454 

www.redcross.org/give/drive  (this is not quite yet accepting registrations, but 

should be available soon) 

There is a critical shortage of blood donations that may lead to delays in urgent medical care to 

vulnerable patients.  You can help make sure that doesn’t happen.  Please commit to give!   

On the day of the drive, you can save even more time by using RapidPass to answer the       

questionnaire.  Log on to www.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED 
   Volunteers are needed in the Children’s Ministry Department for Sunday 

School teachers and for Wednesday evening GAP leaders.  Contact Marti 

~~~ 

Also, help is needed with serving and clean-up after the meal that will be served 

prior to Wednesday evening activities.  Please contact the church office or Pat 

Mills if you can help. 

~~~ 

The office needs someone to take papers to recycling. 

 

PRAYERS & PRAISES    

Hunter Burns 

Terry Doty 

Lyla Arnold 

Thelma Chancellor 

Melvina Galliart & her care-

giver/daughter, Kelly 

Bobbie & her Mom 

John Reynolds 

Shut-Ins 

For those dealing with  

                   Depression 

For those grieving a loss 

Praise for rain 
 

http://www.redcross.org/give/drive
http://www.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass
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CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary June 30, 2017 

     

  2017 2016 

  June 

YTD  

Actual 

YTD  

Budget Prior YTD 

Income        

 Giving   $     22,764   $  155,580   $  160,000   $   148,077  

 Angel Academy Income           6,299        84,778        92,450         73,840  

Other Income (Expense)               90          3,995          4,300           7,199  

Total Income        29,153      244,353      256,750        229,116  

         

Expenditures        

Ministerial & Staff        15,712      102,886      111,370        102,770  

Operating & Education          1,505        11,857        14,974           8,406  

Buildings & Grounds          5,959        28,090        28,400         29,040  

Conference Missions & Ministry          2,276        15,928        16,749           3,677  

 Angel Academy Expense           6,299        84,778        94,450         73,840  

 Unbudgeted Expenses                125    

                -                 -        

Total Expenditures        31,751      243,539      266,068        217,733  

         

Excess of Receipts Over (Under)  

    Expenditures & Transfers  $     (2,598)  $        814   $    (9,318)  $     11,383  

\        

 Unpaid Bills     $          -        

         

 Cash & Investments Balances:         

 General Fund     $   29,084      

 Restricted/Designated Funds     $  178,934      

 Memorial Funds     $   11,737      

 Trustee Building Fund     $   23,584      

 Total Cash & Investments     $  243,339      

          

SAVE THE DATE 

Salina District Celebration & Annual Church Charge Con-

ference 

Sunday November 19th, 2017 

3pm  -  5pm 

Concordia First Church 

************************************ 

Preaching:  Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. 

Organized by Salina District Leadership Team                                               Rev. Dee J. Williamston Salina-Hays DS 



Trustee Meeting:  First Tuesday of the Month 

Worship Ministry Team: First Thursday of the 

Month 

Children’s Ministry Team:  Third Thursday of 

the Month 

SPRC:  Second Tuesday of the Month 
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Minis t ry  Team Meetings  

USD #305 Summer Lunch Program 

Church of the Cross was one of ten sites that served free nutritious lunches,         

prepared in a school kitchen and transported to the sites, weekdays during the 

noon hour to infants and children up to age 18. This is an eight week program 

which started May 29 and ended July 21. We served a total of 1,222 meals during those 37 days 

(there were 2 holidays and 1 funeral that meals could not be served) making an average of 33 

meals a day! One day during the "Sports Camp" 74 meals were served and the least number 

served on one day was 12. Ceal Priddy, the school   coordinator for our site, was a pleasure to 

work with and there were seven church volunteers that enjoyed helping her and   visiting with 

those that joined us for lunch. Thanks to all involved. 

(And THANK YOU to Karen Cooksey for rounding up the faithful volunteers!) 

Angel  Academy 

It’s that time again!  Our last summer school session has ended with 13 

kids in June and 17 kiddos in July.  We are thrilled with how it went!  Even 

though the summer classes have ended we are still working hard.  The 

preschool is doing a meet the teacher event on August 16 to give the 

kids a chance to see their classroom, school friends and teachers.  On 

August 21 we will start the school year with about 152 kiddos total.   

Thank you again for all that you do to make this ministry happen!  If you 

ever want to know more about Angel Academy, or would like to meet 

our staff, let me know. 

Serving alongside of you, 

Layla Peppers,  Angel Academy Preschool Director 



 

United Methodist Church of the Cross  

1600 Rush 

Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 

Fax-785-825-0510 

E-mail: coc@coc-salina.org 

Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 


