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THE CHURCH IS CALLED TO BE THAT PLACE... 
 
It’s no secret that the capital “C” Church—the holy, catholic (universal) Church comprised of the 
many iterations of religious fellowships, denominational and non-denominational— has fallen on 
hard times in the 21st Century. This chart, which tracks the rise and fall of religiosity in the US beginning 
in 1945, shows that around the time of the end of WWII religious involvement began to rise in the US 
before peaking in the mid-1960’s and continuing to decrease even beyond the levels reported prior 
to the religious explosion of the 40’s, 50’s and early 60’s. 

Henri Nouwen, a Catholic Priest, was one the earliest people 
to dig-into the dynamics behind this downturn in American 
religiosity. In 1969, he published a book entitled The Wound-
ed Healer, presenting sociological, ecclesial and theological 
rationales for this drop-off in religiosity. Among Nouwen’s key 
assertions regarding this decline are arguments holding that 
part of the decline had to do with characteristics of the gen-
erational cohort that’s come to be known as the Baby 
Boomers—(Americans born between 1946 and 1964— and a 
second assertion that  

a general lack among church-goers of an experience that could rightly be called salvation or new 
birth has led to this steady decline in religiosity. 
 
In support of this second supposition—the lack of experiences of salvation within Church members – 
Nouwen writes: “The great illusion of [Christian] leadership is to think that man (sic] can be led out of 
the desert by someone who has never been there.” Said another way, Nouwen is making a claim 
that the Church has been declining due to it’s failure to do that with which it has been charged with 
doing—bringing salvation, new life, to the masses. 
 
Our United Methodist Book of Discipline (BOD) views the task of the Church in a similar way as it pro-
claims that the message which is uniquely ours is based on an understanding that, “The church is 
called to be that place where the first signs of the reign of God are identified and acknowledged in 
the world. Wherever persons are being made new creatures in Christ, wherever the insights and re-
sources of the gospel are brought to bear on the life of the world, God’s reign is already effective in 
its healing and renewing power.” 
 
The Wallflowers, a band formed in the late 1980’s released a song entitled Hospital for Sinners that 
says the same thing as Nouwen and the BOD, as the band’s lead singer proclaims: 

There could be a casket, bums on the steps. A baby in a basket being left 
It's a good place to shuffle when you've gone through the deck. 
It's the closest to heaven on earth you can get. It'll a shelter a poor man it'll humble a great. 
It's where derelicts and outlaws can hide for a day.  
The worst hearts you've known can be salvaged and saved. 
In the same room that lovers' vows are exchanged. 

    It's a hospital for sinners ain't no museum of saints. 

As we at COC continue to explore the Why of our existence we need to take seriously Nouwen’s 
and the BOD’s assertions regarding the importance of experiencing within ourselves this dynamic 
power of God for salvation to all who have faith (Ro. 1:16-17) so we have something of value to offer 
to others so we truly become a hospital for sinners not a museum for saints”!    

Pastor Loren 
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2. United Methodist Church. ¶ 102. SECTION 1—OUR DOCTRINAL HERITAGE  The United Methodist Publishing House.  The 
Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2016 . The United Methodist Publishing House. Kindle Edition. 
3. The Wallflowers, Hospital for Sinners, from Glad All Over, Columbia Records(2012)  



 

Grateful Grillin’ 
 
It is time to dust off the grill and start up Grateful Grillin’!  

Hamburgers, hot dogs, paper products, and drinks will be pro-
vided. Please bring a side dish to share. If you would prefer a 
different entrée please bring it along to throw on the grill. 

The grill fires up at 5:30 on the following dates: 

Wednesday, June 5 
Wednesday, July 3 
Wednesday, August 7 

I would like to thank everyone for all  
the prayers, get well wishes, food, and  
good thoughts. It has all been greatly  
appreciated. I also want to thank the prayer 
shawl ladies for my beautiful shawl. It has 
come in handy. Only being able to use one 
hand is not fun and it is easy to wrap the 
shawl around me when I am chilly with all 
this rain. Thank you all 
again for everything. You 
really are the greatest! 

- Judy Plankenhorn 

A big thank you to the 
COC Mowing Crew! The 
weather hasn’t been the 
best, but the church lawn 

looks great!  

Thank you to Ron Geist,  
Jim Raubenstine, Linda 
Reynolds, Randy Rowe, 
and Josh Sanneman. 

The next blood drive will be June 18 from noon - 6p. 
While blood is always on short supply (and high  
demand), the number of donors during the summer 
months is typically low due to the many conflicts 
during those months. Please consider giving.  
You could save up to 3 lives. If you want more  
information, or want someone to go with you for 
your first time, please see Pat Mills.  

Sign up is available at the welcome center or online at https://www.redcrossblood.org.  



COC YOUTH NEWS  

Thank you!! 
A great big heartfelt thank you  
to everyone who attended our 

graduation brunch! It was  
wonderful to have so many of  
you turn out to celebrate with  
Jacob, Gage, and Kamryn. 

Summer Youth Group 
Summer is such a crazy wild time, and this year we’re  

going to have a little fun! Instead of doing our regularly 
scheduled Sunday Night meetings, we are going to have 
SUMMER ADVENTURES! Each week we will pick a different 

place or activity to check out. Youth will be picking our next 
adventures, so we might go for ice cream, meet up at the 
River Festival, go for a hike or bike ride, check out a movie, 

play crazy games, go to the water park,  
or something else equally fun! 

Want to join us? Text Robin at 785-452-1782 and tell her to  
add you to the summer adventure list! 

COC CHILDREN NEWS  
VBS planning is underway!!   

July 22nd -26th   6:00-8:00pm is when all the fun is  
tentatively scheduled!  

If you are planning to be a part of this super exciting 
ministry, we would love to have your input.  If you are 
busting at the seams to be involved-please give me a 
call!  My summer hours may be a little crazy, but if you 
leave me a message, I will get back to you! I want to 
thank all of you who have volunteered to help shape 
the hearts of the kiddos of this church!   



Trustee Projects 
Projects continue to be addressed by your Trustees.  
During June, we will be painting and replacing the  
carpet in Miss Layla’s and Julie’s offices.  

Would you like to help Trustees in a project? See Pat 
Mills, if you are interested in helping. Most projects can 
be done on your own time (or as indicated): 

 We still have two picnic tables available for adoption 
to be refinished (sand and stain). 

 Replace two broken slats in the trash enclosure and minor repair on garage door track. 

 Repair the door to the Blessing Box. 

 Assist in removing carpet in offices (June 5 & 6) 

 Assist in painting offices (June 7 - 15) 

Amazon Supports COC But They Could Do More…. 

For the first quarter of 2019, Amazon paid COC $6.40 based on purchases we made from Amazon.  For each 
purchase made at www.smile.amazon.com, we receive .5% of the purchase price in cash!  For the first quar-
ter, that equates to $1,280 in Amazon purchases by our all of us.  Hmmm…that seems to be a bit low given the 
popularity of Amazon for online shopping.  Just guessing that maybe we don’t have everyone using Amazon 
Smile! 

What is AmazonSmile? 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every 
time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, 
vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 
donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. You can choose from over 
one million organizations to support. 

How do I shop at AmazonSmile? 

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the  
web browser on your computer or mobile device.  

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? 

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked 
“Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages.  

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or 
baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.  (Prime memberships also work at AmazonSmile. 

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile? 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, you need to select a charitable organization to receive 
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then 
every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. 
 



Wow!  This year was an amazing, exciting, crazy whirlwind!  We had 
tons of fun, learned lots of new things, and made new friends.  I feel so 
blessed to have had the support of my Church of the Cross family with 
me all the way.  Thank you to everyone who prayed for me and for the 
preschool this year.  Thank you also to each one of you who went out 

of their way to make us feel appreciated and loved.  Thank you to the awesome teach-
ers who really poured their hearts into the kiddos.  Thank you to our faithful volunteers-
Diane Simmelink and Sherry Cates who selflessly gave of their time each week to help out 
as needed.  Thank you to the Angel Academy Board members who have been working 
so hard this year- Julie Cates, Sylvia Rice, Kelly Rundell, Sherry Cates, Carmen San Martin,  
Shirley Davis, Robin Burr, and Nicole Taylor.   I am honored to work alongside of these 
great people! 

As we look forward to summer and on to the fall, we currently have several kiddos plan-
ning to come to June and July summer preschool camps.   This fall most of our classes are 
full, except for 3 day afternoon class for 3 year olds.  This class meets 12:45-3:45 Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday. Tuesday /Thursday 3 year old class 8:45-11:45.  We have also de-
cided to open a second 3 day afternoon class for 4 year olds and have a few spots left 
there.  God continues to bless us with the opportunity to reach families in our community! 

Overflowing with joy,  

Ms. Layla 

Mary Gomel  
Bob & Tammy Conner 

Kathy Breer 
Sue Gallant 

Blessing Box 
If you would like to contribute items to the blessing box please put them in the 
basket under the TV screen in the narthex. Suggested items: 

 Bottled Water 

 Non-perishable food items (pop-top cans please) 

 Hats 

 Personal hygiene items (Sunscreen, deodorant, feminine products, etc.) 



Pentecost 
Potluck 





CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary April 30, 2019 

     

  2019 2018 

  April 
YTD  

Actual YTD Budget Prior YTD 

Income        

 Giving   $    18,467   $   78,315   $   77,333   $  114,487  

 Angel Academy Income         18,916        62,947        62,933         74,389 

 Other Income (Expense)          1,309          3,441          4,333           3,044  

Total Income        38,692      144,703      144,599       191,920  

         

Expenditures        

Ministerial & Staff        14,525        63,022        60,432         72,158  

Operating & Education          1,586          5,286          7,001           8,441  

Buildings & Grounds          3,463        18,090        20,400         20,965  

Conference Missions & Ministry               35              80                  11,367 

Unbudgeted                      133   

Angel Academy Expense        18,916        62,947      62,933        74,389  

                -                 -                    -    

                -                 -        

Total Expenditures        39,525     149,425      150,899        187,320  

         

Excess of Receipts Over (Under)  
    Expenditures & Transfers  $      (833)   $   (4,722)  $   (6,300)  $       4,600 

        

 Unpaid Bills     $          -        

         

 Cash & Investments Balances:         

 General Fund    $12,868      

 Restricted/Designated Funds    $160,320      

 Memorial Funds    $28,455      

 Trustee Building Fund    $33,616      

 Total Cash & Investments     $   235,259     

          

     



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

Opportunities to spend time together in June 

 June 5 - 5:30p - Grateful Grillin’ 

 June 9 - 11a - Pentecost Potluck 

 June 18 - Blood Drive 

 Sunday morning worship 


