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A MOVEMENT: 

òA movement,ó is what District Superintendent, Williamston, called Methodism at our Charge       

Conference in a message full of illustrations that each stood as mini sermonsñòa movementó.   

 In one illustration she described a TV commercial in which two people become stuck on a stalled 

escalator. These two capable people just stand there in a state of besieged -helpless-distress calling 

out and waiting for someone to come and save them. The self -convicting moment in this mini       

sermon  presents when we realize that often the Church (large òCó Church and small òcó church) are 

like these folks. We could easily step out of our stuckness but stand there helplessly. The message this 

conveyed to the Church writ large and its component congregations ñif youõre stuck where you 

are, get moving ñMethodismõs a movement. 

   In another illustration, Rev. Williamston noted that one of the most -frequent questions asked of the 

hospitalized prior to discharge is, òHave you had a movement today?ó Of course, when asking this 

question medical personnel are seeking to determine òare your internal, life sustaining organs     

working well enough to allow you to go forth and function vitally in the world?ó The  self-convicting - 

message conveyed in this mini -sermon to the Church writ large and its component congregations ñ

if your bodyõs going to function well, if its going to live, youõre going to have to get moving, from the 

inside out ñMethodismõs a movement.  

 I didnõt commission this message delivered while votes from the mid-terms were still being counted 

in many locales, yet like many politicians do, I say of the word Rev Williamston brought on November 

12, 2018: òMy name is Loren Drummond and I approve this message!ó   

  Our DS has reminded us that itõs time for COC to get moving. To join in the reclamation of the ac-

tion -oriented nature of the Methodist movement  that is occurring all over the globe!  As we charge 

out the gate on January 1, 2019, COC is taking this movement  thing seriously. Each month will find 

ample opportunities for COCõs human resources  to get moving. Many of these were introduced in 

our 2018 Charge Conference book. Things like our Night to Shine Special Needs prom to be held at 

KWU on February 8 th.  Or an invitation to join in launching and supporting our Thursday Evening      

Sycamore Tree Ministry that will help people in difficult situations experience a, òsalvation that has 

come to this house today.ó (Luke 19:9)  

    Opportunities for the willing to get moving  include: helping support the COC team working with 

the Salina Initiative for Restorative Justice (SIRJ) to help bring justice,  in the terms truest meaning,  to 

Salina/Salina County.  Or thereõs an opportunity to help launch an Ex Offender Reintegration Ministry 

which will provide those seeking a new start a spiritual home base from which to begin their journeys. 

In it COC will provide these children of God a community of loving accountable support and access 

to practical and spiritual resources and skills that will help them transition to living successfully          

responsible and productive lives.   Another opportunity to get moving  in 2019 exists for those            

interested in helping form and support a Twelve Step group with a distinctly Christian spiritual          

orientation designed to aid people in overcoming plaguing personal problems.     

  Another chance to get moving  presents as we join with folks from throughout Salina to become  

involved in a ministry initiative called Embrace Grace. This ministry will work with unwed mothers by 

being intentional in striving to live into its name by insisting that its ministry partners not just identify as 

being pro -life, but identify and personify in all their actions that they are a people who are pro -love 

and pro -grace ñ a people who are able and willing to walk with those who at key moments in their 

lives are lost and alone, broken and hurting.  

   Methodism, as our DS asserted, is a movement. We at the Church of the Cross, in good Methodist 

fashion will be moving and grooving in 2019, as we seek to more -fully live into our vison and mission 

of being, ò A caring community, reaching out to transform lives, through Knowing, Loving  and    

Serving God!ó 

 

Pastor Loren  
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   CHILDRENõS MINISTRY CHILDRENõS MINISTRY  

From the Desk of Layla Peppers~~  
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  Wow, time seems to pass so quickly!  I love to look back on the past year 

and see how God orchestrated things so perfectly -it is amazing! This school 

year we added new families and several new staff.  We have 139 kiddos     

enrolled and have had tons of fun at our last couple of connection events.  

We got to spend some time with our kiddos and their families, which is always 

enjoyable.   Thank you to everyone who has supported Angel Academy this 

year.  The kindness of so many people who have given of their time and     

resources to benefit the children is beautiful.  If you would ever like to get   

involved at any level in your preschool, please donõt hesitate to ask.  We can 

always use story readers, craft leaders, snack makers, and prayer warriors.  

May 2019 bring Godõs abundant blessings!                 

COC Family;  

There was no Prayer Vigil in December.  The                       

Prayer Team is interested to hear your ideas for 

them in 2019.  In the coming weeks, you may                   

receive a survey from us, and please also watch 

for information in the Narthex.  We want Prayer 

Team programs and projects to reflect our                    

congregationõs needs and the mission of Church 

of the Cross.  

We apologize for any inconvenience, confusion 

or disappointment.  Please freely share your 

thoughts with us as we 

reach out to you in the 

near future.  

 

Thank you,  

The COC Prayer Team  
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GREAT BIG THANK YOUõS FROM OUR COC 

YOUTH! 

¶ Giant thank you to Ben Purcell and Julie Cates for 

helping to chaperone our High School Lock In in 

December.  

¶ Thank you to everyone who came out and par-

ticipated in the All Church Christmas Program, it 

was AWESOME!! 

¶ GINORMOUS THANK YOU TO SARAH FAST and 

AMANDA HAMILTON, for leading our youth 

for black light! You are amazing!.  

The ONE Event 

January 5th and 6th, Middle School and High School youth 

from our church will be attending the ONE event. This is a two 

day youth event held at the Tonyõs Pizza Event Center here in 

Salina. There will be worship, games, service projects, bands, 

and rowdy good times! Church of the Cross will be hosting            

students from all over our conference to spend the night in our 

building! For more information, contact Robin at                                 

crabbypants23@yahoo.com.  

Attention COC YOUTH!!  

After our long Christmas Break, Youth Group will re-

turn on January 13th! Iõm super excited to see you 

all there! Wednesday Night Bible Study will return 

January 9th! Join us for some fun and adventure!  
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For the second year, Church of the Cross will host Night To Shine 

on February 8.  This event is sponsored by the Tim Tebow                    

Foundation along with grants our church has received from the 

Earl Bane Foundation, Dane Hansen Foundation and Salina                  

Regional Health Foundation.  Night to Shine is an unforgettable 

prom night experience for persons 14 and older with special 

needs.   

In addition to the prom night, on Saturday, January 26 we will hold the Get Your Shine On                           

giveaway at Church of the Cross.  This event is a dress and menõs attire give away to persons                 

attending Night to Shine.   

We will have over 200 volunteers from throughout the community helping with the event and 

Your Help Is Needed as we host these events and represent Church of the Cross as the lead 

church!  Please consider volunteering to help with either or both of these events in any of the                   

following capacities:  

 

 

 

For more information, go to the websites:                                                                                                           

                                                          https://www.timtebowfoundation.org/ministries/night -to -shine  

  -  OR  - 

https://salinanighttoshine.wixsite.com/salinanighttoshine   

 

Contact Sara Gault with the Outreach Team to see how you can be involved in this experience.  

Sign-up sheets are available in the Narthex.  You will be glad you helped with the event.  

Get Your Shine On!  

Saturday, Jan 26,  12 ð 5 pm  

Church of the Cross  

  Night To Shine  

Friday, Feb 8,  5 -10 pm  

KWU Student Activities Center  

*Host/Greeter    
*Buddy (A Buddy is paired with each Guest)  

*Assist with Attire Selection    
*Registration/Coat Check/Gift Giveaway  

*Assist with Trying On Clothes    
*Flowers/Limo Service/Beauty Stations  

*Alterations (bring your sewing    
*Photography/Videography  

machine for minor alterations during    
*Food Server/Table Service  

the event)    
*Other Area  

  

https://www.timtebowfoundation.org/ministries/night-to-shine
https://salinanighttoshine.wixsite.com/salinanighttoshine


A new year will begin in a few days, a time when people are planning to start new goals 

or try again with a goal from 2018.  Sometimes the beginning of a new year is a time to 

close the door on the past and start fresh, that God is making all things new for you.   

God has been orchestrating HIS plan in my life with many changes happening these past 

10 years plus. (Actually, since the day I was born)   As I look back I can see HIS Hand 

guiding and directing each and every step.  It wasnõt an easy path that brought me to         

Salina, serving Him at Church of the Cross but it was HIS plan.  He has taken the hard 

circumstances and turned them into good.  And I have 10,000 Reasons to Bless His Holy 

Name! He has been my anchor when my sails have torn and the boat I am on was being 

tossed in the stormy seas.  

Some of you walked with me through some of my difficult moments and I am forever 

grateful for your encouragement, prayers, and friendship.   

And now, God is making a way where there seemed to be no way.  I am headed to Derby, 

Kansas to join my son Brandon & his family.  I am calling this time my òGod Orchestrat-

ed Sabbaticaló.  This will be a focused time to get two important areas in my life on 

track; with the bonus of much Nana time with three of my grandbabies and a brand new 

grandbaby in April.  

January 15, 2019 will be my last day to be the Administrative Assistant at Church of the 

Cross.  Thank you for your kindness and love.  

Always remember, Our God never ever leaves us on our own!  

Because of HIS grace and mercy,    Kathy Witt  

Thank you COC Family for your generous and 

thoughtful gift.  We appreciate you!!!  



 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

January 2019 

5P   PRAYER VIGIL    5P 

No Angel Academy in Session  

Kitchen Reserved  


