Church of the Apostles
Fairfield, Connecticut

Our Vision
Through the grace and power of the Holy Spirit, we and others
will become Christ-followers
who glorify and treasure God: His Worship, His Word, His Mission, His Church and His
People.
Our Mission
To be a people who together and individually honor and glorify God and the Lord Jesus
Christ, by following His call to be ambassadors of His mission of reconciliation to Himself in
our families, among His people as well in missional relationship with our local, national and
international neighbors
.
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Our Distinctiveness:
Church of the Apostles is a regional church located in Fairfield County, Connecticut. We seek to glorify Jesus
Christ as Lord.
We are 
Evangelical.
We view the Bible as God’s inerrant Word and our authority for living, and we believe

that people are saved from sin, death, and purposelessness through faith in Jesus Christ.
We are 
Anglican
.
We operate under the authorities of a national network of orthodox Anglican churches
called PEARUSA which is under the jurisdiction of the Anglican Church of Rwanda. PEARUSA is part of the
Anglican Church in North America (ACNA), in which Church of the Apostles is part of the PEAR Atlantic Coast
Diocese. Church of the Apostles is the only ACNA in Fairfield County. Our worship is shaped by the historical
and liturgical traditions of the global Anglican Communion.
We are 
Missional
.
We pray that God will always make us a “Mark 10:45” church - not for ourselves, but for

others. We want to proclaim the good news of Jesus and the coming of his kingdom (Mark 16:15) by going
into the world and preaching the gospel to all creation
through word and deed.
Our Core Values are:
1. Worship God in Christ-centered, Spirit-filled services
2. Be thankful, joyful and welcoming; connecting
people
3. Be God’s ambassadors in our communities
4. Commit to lifelong transformation in Christ
5. Train for daily life in Christ
6. Love, engage and teach young people for Christ
At Apostles, We Believe:
Our Christian faith has been described in detail in several
historical documents including The Apostles Creed, Nicene Creed, and Athanasian Creed, along with the 39
Articles of Religion & the Jerusalem Declaration. These are our guiding theological principles:
● Salvation is found in Jesus Christ alone for He is the only begotten Son of the Living God.
● The Holy Scripture of the Old and New Testaments in their entirety is God's Word and is the standard
by which we are to order our lives, express our faith and function as a community.
● We, as part of Christ's body, His Church, are committed to worship in Word and Sacrament through the
power of the Holy Spirit and within the breadth of the Anglican tradition.
● Nothing of significance happens in God's Kingdom in the absence of prayer. Therefore, we make prayer
a priority asking the Lord to lead, restore, heal and transform our lives, our churches, our communities
and the world.
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Demographics
Our average weekly attendance has been consistent with 150 parishioners. Church of the Apostles has 153
Covenant Members, defined as “having made a formal, public commitment to the Church”, with an additional
40 children who are a part of those families. We are a balanced group ranging from young families to retirees.
Over half of our parish would identify themselves as having come from a liturgical church background such as
Episcopal, Anglican or Roman Catholic.
History of Our Church
Church of the Apostles began in the fall of 2001 when a
handful of people met together in a living room to
consider starting a new church in Fairfield, Connecticut.
Over the next year weekly gatherings began in members’
homes.
The Lord blessed these early days. He gave us a love for
worship, a desire to learn from the Bible, a heart for
prayer and mission and being filled by the Holy Spirit to
impact the world. As the Lord's presence deepened in
each of us, we took a step of faith together.
In the summer of 2003, we held two open meetings. Over
50 people came to each of these nights as we put forward
the vision for a new missionary church in the Anglican
tradition with a heart to boldly reach others in the love of
the Lord Jesus Christ.
We began meeting at McKinley Elementary School in
Fairfield in September of 2003, and began a pastoral
search process. In June 2004, we called Thaddeus Barnum
to serve as Rector (Senior Pastor). After one year at “Saint
McKinley’s” we moved to our current worship space at
Roger Ludlowe Middle School.
Recognizing the difficulty of living out the Christian call in our present culture, our mission statement
emerged: To follow Christ is to make a "radical commitment to Him and to His people." We devote ourselves
to His worship--and not the worship of our culture, His Word--holding fast to the Scriptures which remain fully
true, and His Mission of serving others in love and humility with acts of compassion and the good and saving
news of Jesus Christ.
Worship
Sunday Worship Services
We worship corporately each Sunday at Roger Ludlowe Middle School in Fairfield. Our service is in the
tradition of the Anglican Communion and includes musical worship which combines contemporary songs and
arrangements of traditional hymns. In addition to worship in song, there are responsive elements in the
service including liturgy rooted in various international and historical Anglican traditions, communion, and
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open times of prayer. Prior to going to their Sunday school classes, our children are invited to the front of the
auditorium for a children’s sermon. The service begins at 10am and generally concludes by 11:45am.
Music Ministry
The vision of the music ministry at
Apostles is to “worship Him in
community”. A group of volunteers
gather weekly to practice for each
upcoming Sunday. There are 15 people
involved in leading music on a rotating
basis. The team leading on Sunday is
typically comprised of two to six
musicians, including the Worship
Leader, who develops the worship set
list and vocally leads the congregation.
Our intention is to devise worship song
sets that reflect our cross-generational
community. Each Sunday, one can
expect to hear a mix of contemporary
worship songs and arrangements of traditional hymns. We also celebrate creativity in music by involving our
congregation in seasonal choirs, special music during the service, and instrumental ensembles. We want all
who have musical gifts and hearts for worship to feel welcome to participate in our music ministry.
Sunday Service Volunteers
On any given Sunday, there is a team of ten or more adults and teens who help keep our services running
smoothly. Volunteers help with the set-up and take-down of altar, welcome area, sound equipment and
children’s ministry rooms. Our Altar Guild prepares the altar for communion and chalice bearers and acolytes
participate in the administration of communion during the service. Our prayer teams are available throughout
communion to meet with and pray for members of the community as desired.
Spiritual Formation and Discipleship
At Church of the Apostles, we believe that the church has a role in facilitating opportunities to gather together
regularly. Fellowship with one another produces deeper relationships within our community and draws us
closer to our Lord.
Life Groups
We meet in small groups in our homes for Bible study and spiritual
growth. The groups are either time bound or ongoing through the year
with opportunities for members to join open groups twice each year. In
2014 and 2015, 100 individuals were involved in Life Groups which met
in towns throughout Fairfield County.
Family and Fellowship Events
After our Sunday service we have an informal time of fellowship. Light
refreshments are provided by volunteers on an annual rotation. Once
every month or so there is a larger lunchtime potluck or food truck
event during this fellowship time.
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“Family Fridays” are monthly to bimonthly opportunities for us to build relationships. Past events have
included movie nights, bowling and baseball games. In September 2015, Church of the Apostles had its first
family retreat weekend at Camp Spofford in New Hampshire. Throughout the year we have special events that
cater to the different interests of our community such as a family picnic each summer, a Gospel concert, and a
silent auction to support our mission partners. We are also intentional about participating in events with other
churches in our community.
Children’s Ministries (Birth to 6th grade)
In the Children's Ministry at Apostles we desire to give
our children a Bible-based foundation that encourages
their faith and draws them into a deeper relationship
with God through Jesus. Most recently we have used the
“Children Desiring God” curriculum that walks children
systematically through the Bible while teaching
age-appropriate doctrine. Each Sunday our teachers
guide and disciple children in their faith, from the
youngest infants to our maturing 6th graders.

o Nursery (Birth - 3 years): Our infants and
toddlers are cared for by our loving volunteers in a safe environment where they can learn
about God not only through play, but also prayer and age-appropriate Biblical stories that form
a foundation from which to build.
o Preschool (3 - Pre-K): Our preschoolers and pre-kindergarteners will begin building a firm
foundation of faith as they walk through the Old and New Testaments learning about our great
God.
o Kid's Church (K - 6th grade): After a time of worship with their families, our oldest students
separate into two classes (K - 3rd and 4th - 6th) where they hear an age-appropriate,
Bible-based, gospel-centered message.
Youth Group (ages 12-17) and Confirmation Classes
Apostles Youth
Our goal at Apostles Youth is to develop young men
and women into disciples of Christ through
involvement in Christian discipleship and community. In
whatever issues or situations middle and high school
students find themselves, we hope to speak the love
and majesty of Jesus to them. Our prayer is that each
student leaves our group equipped for every good work
in Christ. Our youth group meets regularly on Sunday
evenings and also participates in annual local mission
trips.
Confirmation Class

Confirmation Class is a basic, systematic teaching of Christian truth, doctrine, worship, and life. It typically
begins in the fall and runs through the spring, with careful attention given to each student. The goal is that
every student claims faith in Jesus for themselves. For those baptized as babies, and those baptized later in
life, Confirmation Class equips the saints for lives of mission and ministry.
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Missions & Outreach
We believe that God calls us to minister and share the Gospel where we find people hurting and in need. In
addition to the many ways that our members personally volunteer and the outreaches we organize, we
partner with these and other organizations throughout the region and the world to share the gospel of Christ.
● BRIDGEPORT RESCUE MISSION
- Bridgeport Rescue Mission demonstrates the love of God to the
hungry, homeless and addicted throughout coastal Fairfield County, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
They serve men, women and children by fighting poverty from the inside out. The Rescue Mission
provides a place of hope and dignity, transforming lives through a year-long New Life Discipleship
Program by offering education, biblical counseling and client management services.
● HOPELINE PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER
- Hopeline prepares and equips women and men with crisis
pregnancies to make informed choices with pregnancy tests and ultrasounds. Hopeline’s services
support decisions for life with resources and referrals to community agencies and its resource center
offers parenting education, material aid, adoption referrals, after-abortion care and counseling to
victims of abuse.
● THE EMMAUS PARTNERSHIP
- Started by members of the Apostles community, the Emmaus
Partnership is a ministry serving the East Side neighborhood of Bridgeport, Connecticut. Every
Saturday, all are welcome to join in praying for and caring for this neighborhood of Bridgeport.
Seasonal neighborhood clean-ups as well as a children’s summer sports camp are facilitated by the
Emmaus Partnership and members of Church of the Apostles participate in these outreach activities.
● HANDS AGAINST HUNGER
- Hands Against Hunger is "a life saving ministry of 'A Child's Hope
International'", organized by Living Hope Church in Shelton, CT. It is volunteers of all ages from area
churches who gather in a warehouse to put together high protein food packs to feed families. Church
of the Apostles has partially funded, supported and worked for this mission, helping to produce over
1,500 tons of food packs for orphans and vulnerable children around the world.
● BIGOGWE PRIMARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOL
- This mission is connected to Bishop
Augustin Ahimara in the Kivu Diocese of Rwanda
and serves over 2000 children in the area of
Bigogwe. Church of the Apostles has worked with
Peace Byukusenge, the Director of education for
the diocese to provide ongoing financial support
from afar and through short term missions trips.
● HOGARES LUZ Y VIDA
- Since 1990 Hogares
Luz y Vida has been caring for severely
disadvantaged children in Bogota. Many suffer
from major health problems such as congenital
birth defects, Downs Syndrome, brain damage,
Cerebral Palsy as well as trauma, sexual abuse,
burns, violence, blindness and malnutrition. Over 800 children benefit from founder and director,
Sister Valeriana’s, loving care. Luz y Vida also established a school where the physically challenged and
more able children integrate fully and learn to love and care for each other. Church of the Apostles
members support Luz Y Vida financially and through short term missions.
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Staff
MICAH THOMPSON (Interim Rector)
- Micah grew up in Shelton, CT and has always called Fairfield County
home. He’s been in youth ministry for ten years, on staff at Apostles since 2008, and was ordained as a priest
in 2012. His M.Div. is from Gordon-Conwell. He loves the gospel, God’s people, and especially the young
people that God loves. He lives in Trumbull with his wife, Jen, their son, Levi and daughter, Meg. In his spare
time, he enjoys splitting wood, construction projects, growing vegetables, and watching terrible Sci-Fi movies.
AMY CAROL WOLFF (Worship Leader & Community Director)
- Amy is a Connecticut native and after spending
the first part of her career in the corporate world in Los Angeles, answered God's call to serve as the worship
leader at Apostles. She is passionate about the dignity and lifting up of vulnerable children around the world
and enjoys working with organizations that champion their future. Amy lives in Fairfield and is beyond blessed
to worship with a community that has played such a significant role in her walk with the Lord. You can often
find Amy at her favorite coffee shop, Source, in Black Rock or in the heart of NYC exploring.
JANE JACKSON (Office Administration)-
Jane has a heart to serve at Apostles and was a Covenant member of
Apostles for four years before she started working as the Office Administrator. Jane loves the Lord and feels
called to care for the congregation as well as manage the office and she loves serving in this capacity. She lives
in Stratford and enjoys time with her two sons.
Governance
Church of the Apostles is organized in a traditional Anglican manner meaning that the spiritual leadership and
vision come from the clergy and staff. Oversight of the finances and property of the church is entrusted to a
team of church members called the Parish Council, who are elected for three-year terms.

The Parish Council for 2015-2016:
Tony Fossum, Parish Council Chair
Karen Hutton, Clerk
Paul Hiller, Treasurer
Thomas Ayres
Shelli Hendrican
Rafe MacDonald
Walter Wittwer
Ole Wulff
The Search Committee:
Eileen Barton, Chair
Thomas Ayres
Kevin Dillon
Tom Hendrican
Karen Hutton
Glen Rude
Laura Voisine
Penny White
Ole Wulff
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Financial Snapshot of Church of the Apostles, Fairfield, CT
2013 Actual

2014 Actual

2015 Budgeted

Total
Income

$531,315

$518,696

$520,000

Total
Expenses

$489,443

$530,279

$547,888

Net

$41,872

-$11,583

-$27,889*

Note: $20,000 of total expenses pertain to potential search team cost which are extraordinary


2015 Budgeted Expense Groups
Discipleship

$4,100

Worship/Music

$6,300

Service/Mission Outreach

$62,000

Administration Expenses

$45,050

Facilities Expense

$69,700

Personnel & Benefits

$360,738
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Living in Fairfield County, Connecticut
Fairfield County is the southwestern-most and most populous county of Connecticut. As of 2010, the county's
population was 916,829 and has been estimated to have increased by 3.1% to 945,438 in 2014. The county
contains four of the state's largest cities, Bridgeport (1st), Stamford (3rd), Norwalk (6th) and Danbury (7th).
Fairfield County's “Gold Coast” helped rank it sixth in the
United States in per-capita personal income by the Bureau

of Economic Analysis in 2005,
contributing substantially to
Connecticut being one of the most affluent states in the

country.
According to a study conducted by Trulia in 2014,
Fairfield County is ranked as the Metro Area with the
widest income gap in the country. As an area, it is only a
geographical point of reference. In Connecticut the cities
and towns are responsible for all local governmental
activities.

FAIRFIELD COUNTY FACTS:
● 63.23% of the people in Fairfield County, CT
describe themselves as religious, meaning they
affiliate with a religion.
● The median value of owner-occupied homes, in Fairfield County from 2009-2013 was $432,100,
compared to $278,900 for Connecticut as a whole.
● The median household income from 2009-2013 was $82,283, compared to $69,461 for all of
Connecticut.
● The average travel time to work is 28.1 minutes.
● According to the US Census, from 2009-2013, 9.1% of people living in Fairfield County live below the
poverty line. (10.1% CT Average)
● 28% of Fairfield County residents speak a language other than English at home.
● On average in Fairfield County, there are 2.73 persons per household.
● Unemployment rate in Fairfield County is 6.6%
● The cost of living in Fairfield county is 39.1% above the national average.
● 46.3% of Fairfield County residents have a college degree.
● Many visitors and residents frequent the beaches, taking part in a number of outdoor and water sports
throughout the year. Points of interest throughout the area include the Stamford Museum and Nature
Center, the Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk, as well as the Barnum Museum, the Housatonic Museum
of Art and Beardsley Zoo all located in Bridgeport.
● The three most prominent private institutions of higher education in Fairfield County are Sacred Heart
University, Fairfield University and University of Bridgeport.
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Citations:
All state & county statistical data obtained for each county comes from the 
"State & County QuickFacts"
. United States Census Bureau. Retrieved June 29, 2015

Our Aspirations:
Of the many attributes for a potential Rector, the responses to the parish survey indicated that Church of the
Apostles is seeking a Rector who possesses the following characteristics (in order of importance):
1. A 
preacher
who proclaims the Word of God with faith, clarity, and Holy Spirit inspiration to bring glory
to God and to impact our daily lives.
2. A 
spiritual leader
and role model who passionately pursues a devotional life grounded in the Scriptures
and prayer. Leads and guides the congregation toward spiritual transformation.
3. A 
discipleship leader
who views the process of discipleship as vital to the health of the congregation
and establishes the ministry of discipleship as a foundational activity of the church.
4. A 
pastoral caregiver
who has a shepherd’s heart to see that the flock is cared for; including the sick,
the shut-in and bereaved.
5. A 
teacher
who educates the congregations in Scripture and helps people of all ages understand and
live out the Christian faith.
6. A 
worship service developer and leader
who looks for and responds to the leading of the Holy Spirit in
all aspects of the worship service.
7. A 
passionate advocate of children’s and youth ministries
who exhibits a genuine passion for the youth
of the parish and is dedicated to fostering an effective youth program.
As a church, we continue to pursue the Holy Spirit’s direction for our future.
● We desire to be a church that upholds solid preaching, simple order of service and inspired worship.
● We want the liturgy to affirm, and not distract from, our foundational commitment to Christ,
adherence to God’s Word and commitment to His mission, His Church and His people.
● We desire to be receptive to the movement of the Holy Spirit and allow room for His guidance in all
aspects of our worship service.
● We want to support excellence in the musical worship, which is an integral part of our worship service.
● We desire to foster deepening relationships within the Body by gathering regularly outside of Sundays
for Bible study and fellowship.
● We desire vibrant children’s and youth ministries and leaders who are passionate about joining the
parents of our parish in raising young men and women who confidently confirm and live out their faith
in Jesus Christ.
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Church of the Apostles “At a Glance”
Based on responses to the 2015 Parish Survey
● 99% of respondents are baptized in the Christian faith
● 46% of respondents are ages 45 to 64, 33% are under 45, and 21% are over 65
● Married couples comprise 70% of respondents
● 33% of respondents have graduate degree, 66% have a Bachelor’s
● 50% of respondents volunteer at church between 1-5 hours a week
● 30% of respondents volunteer outside of church between 1-5 hours a week
● 50% of respondents live in either Fairfield or Trumbull
● 23% of combined income households earn between $100-150K, 11% earn between $150-200K and
23% earn $200K or more
● 60% of respondents have been attending Apostles for 7 or more years
● 50% of respondents come from either an Anglican or Episcopal background
● 65% of respondents prefer a mix of hymns and contemporary worship
● Friends, community, preaching, and style of worship are listed as the primary reasons why respondents
stay at Apostles.
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