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 Its hard to think of Jesus sitting.  A Savior who sits just doesn’t seem to fit our idea of a 

Messiah with plenty to do.  But that’s what he was doing in the Temple one day as people were 

giving their offerings.  Maybe he was resting his tired feet, especially just after finishing a lesson 

of warning to the disciples about the scribes and their practice of seeking recognition for their 

righteousness as well as of devouring widows’ houses. Or, he might have been in prayer, that 

kind when you are in church, your eyes are open, and you are just taking in the beauty of a song, 

the light coming in through the stained glass, or the flickering of a candle. Whatever the 

reason he was there, there he was.  He happened to notice some people coming up to the offering 

box.  These were rich people.  If their clothes and swagger didn’t give them away as rich, the 

loud clanking noise of the coins they dropped into the offering bowl did.  We get the idea that 

they weren’t just casually dropped in; they were released slowly, one by one for effect, not so 

much for God to hear but for everyone else. 

      Then, as Jesus sat there, a woman walked up to the bowl.  The rich people had already 

headed back to their seats but the reverberations of their coins still lingered in the air. She has no 

swagger and certainly nothing on that would indicate she was rich.  She was alone as she 

walked.  Her walk seemed more joyful and focused than that of the crowd that preceded 

her.  Maybe it was more peace than joy in her that motivated her steps to make her 

offering.  Jesus notices that she isn’t carrying big pouches or purses of coins like the rich 

people.  She opens up her hand and picks out two coins.  Jesus could see that they were small, 

copper coins, the sum total of which would be about a penny.  It didn’t look like much and 

certainly wouldn’t make hardly a sound at all when dropped in the treasury bowl.  The rich 

couldn’t hear her offering.  The people sitting close by the bowl probably couldn’t hear much of 

a sound either.  But Jesus heard it.  And God heard it too. 

      The next thing we know Jesus is launching into a lesson and calling his disciples over to 

share what he noticed.  Mark is in a hurry with his gospel and doesn’t provide much detail about 

things, those things that would have been moments and matters of reflection by someone as wise 

and thoughtful as Jesus.  He, instead, shows Jesus getting right on with a lesson to the disciples 

about what best practices of giving.   I am pretty sure, though, that Jesus sat there for a while and 



thought about what he saw, having his previous words about the self-righteousness of the scribes 

confirmed once again and then pondering the significance of this woman’s absolute commitment 

to God in spite of her absolute poverty.  Based on his later praise of her to the disciples, he has 

been deeply moved by her seemingly small gift to God.  As Jesus said to his followers, "Truly I 

tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For 

all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in 

everything she had, all she had to live on.” Though she gave less in the bowl than the rich, she 

still gave more.  She gave her all.  

   In his book Giving and Getting in the Kingdom of God, R. Mark Dillon writes that he 

once heard Warren Buffet say in an interview about his $26 billion gift to the Gates Foundation: 

"My gift has not changed my lifestyle one bit. I still go to the movies I want to go to and eat at 

the restaurants I want to dine at. But what about the person who gives a gift that requires they 

can't go to the movies or eat out? They are the true givers—the true heroes [of generosity]." One 

gift is about generosity, the other about sacrificial generosity. One is like the rich people in the 

Temple; the other like the poor widow who gave out of her poverty. One means you can still go 

out to the movies, the other that you aren’t sure when you’ll be able to eat again. 

     Isn’t it amazing that the offering of this poor widow so long ago has endured through the 

ages, continuing to teach and inspire followers of Jesus like it does for us here today?  My guess 

is that whether you have much or little to give to God, you are challenged by this woman.  It’s 

not the coins she dropped that challenge us; its her radical submission to God. It is her lack of 

self-reliance in this world that informs how we are to live fully dependent on God.  Maybe we 

miss that all together in our American Christianity.  It exists in comfort and abundance, 

especially in relation to the rest of the world.  Even the poorest among us are still better off than 

most people in the world.  We are the rich who make our way to the offering basket.  But do we 

have the attitude of those who gave in the Temple where Jesus was sitting?  Whether rich or 

poor, are we giving our all? 

     As followers of Jesus, we are to go all in. Going all in means that we recognize how God 

counts what really matters the most.  It's knowing that at the end of the day God is the only one 

who matters when it comes to what we do with what we have. In fact, it is from the recognition 

that everything we have is from God. God is our source of being, of all things that we have and 

never will possess. It is making a commitment to do with all of that whatever we can for God as 



we follow Jesus. While what we offer may not seem like much to other people as well us to us, 

what an amazing feeling it will be when you get to the end of your days and reflect on how you 

have no remorse because you gave it your all. You were all in for Jesus. What a great joy it will 

be when you get to the end of your life, enter into your heavenly existence, and understand that 

God took your little mite and blessed it in ways you could never see at the time. 

     There may be some opportunities that God will provide in your life to go all in and this next 

week.  The opportunity to do so may present itself in a conversation that you're having with a 

good friend, someone who needs to talk and needs someone to just listen. It may happen as you 

think of someone who has a need and you take the time to go all in as you pray for that person. It 

could be reflected in your work ethic--even on a Monday morning--as you go to work you realize 

that you're following Jesus there and doing so requires your wholehearted devotion to whatever 

it is that your hands have to do for the kingdom of God. It may be in how you spend your money 

or where you spend your time.  Or it may happen at school this week as you think about giving 

into a desire to just get by and not apply yourself for a test, but you see the feet of Jesus ahead 

leading you to give your all so that you could be a workman or work woman fully devoted to 

God. 

     As we go all in this week, this poor widow remains one whose humble life provides us with a 

best practice as we follow Jesus in our lives today.  As author Barbara Brown Taylor describes 

it, "As far as she knew no one ever saw her. But then again, no one ever saw her."  She was all 

used up.  Her last penny was a fortune in God's eyes. She was a percentage giver alright...she 

gave 100%.  It took one to know one...she withheld nothing from God and neither did He. 

(Jesus)."  

     And neither should we. 


