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     “Peace.”  It’s such a nice word.  It has such a pleasant ring to it, especially this time of 
year in so many of our Christmas songs or when we hear John Lennon asking us to 
imagine it and just give it a chance.  It looks good spelled out in Christmas lights on a 
neighbor’s roof or on the bumper sticker of the car ahead of us in traffic.  Beyond these 
places, it seems rare to see it any where else. 

     At this time in our country, it’s hard to find it in our politics.  The recent election and 
yesterday’s runoff are now over and we know that the bickering and mudslinging that 
accompanied it aren’t.  Our parties and representatives are still—and will be—at war with 
one another.  A recent report mentioned how the Republicans—the party now in power—
are already engaging in a battle within their own party.  The unity they experienced 
against opposing a common enemy is already disappearing as they turn on one another 
for control of the party.  The path to peace among the leaders of our nation seems to get 
longer and more obstructed than ever.   

     We also are lacking peace, outside the beltway, within our nation, as seen with the 
continued demonstrations relating to racial issues and the protests about police force and 
the justice system.  Even though most of these have been peaceful protests, they show we 
have a real absence of peace when it comes to race in our nation.  An absence of peace is 
also seen in how we relate to one another generally, in workplaces, schools, local 
governments, and at Wal-Mart on Black Friday.  The viral video of NFL star Ray Rice 
giving a knock out punch to his wife in an elevator and the new spotlight put on other 
instances of domestic abuse in our society indicate to us that peace is often hard to find in 
our homes and relationships.  Just yesterday, a local man waited for his ex-wife to get 
home and then stabbed her to death when she arrived. Where is the peace? 

     On a seemingly smaller scale, we also have trouble finding peace in our own lives.  It 
is harder to quantify its absence within someone, but surely our fervent appetite for the 
consumption of things, our society’s demand for both legal and illegal drugs, our inability 
to get along with others, our chronic insomnia, and our love for noise and busyness 
shows our lack of inner peace.  Like a dysfunctional family that has to create dysfunction 
to feel normal, we have grown to feel more normal with the turmoil in our lives than with 
peace. 

     We know of all of this and yet can somehow sing this season’s songs with words of 
“peace on earth and mercy mild,” “let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me,” 
and “sleep in heavenly peace.” But do we really believe in peace?  Do you really think it 
can ever be found? Who even has a voice that can cut through the noise and chaos of our 
day and tell us just how it is that we can find it? 

     As crazy as it may sound and as crazy as he might have seemed, John the Baptist had 
such a voice for his time and it remains one for ours as well.  His words and plan still cut 
through the world’s unrest and mayhem, pointing to where we need to be looking for 



peace, one that can bring it to our nation, politics, and to our world.  John the Baptist 
shared God’s message that peace must first be found in us.  It begins within.   

     Giving this message was John’s life work.  It is why he left the comforts city life and 
headed out to the country.  God had given to him the assignment to get his world properly 
aligned with God.  God’s flow of peace for the world was getting obstructed in various 
ways by their actions, their sins of commission and omission against one another and 
God.  John’s message for them was a call to realignment.  As Mark reported, “John the 
baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins.” (v.4)  This was the plan for finding peace. 

     On a recent walk with one of our dogs, I happened onto an area nearby our home 
where there was some construction going on.  Massive concrete pipes had been lined up 
on the ground, nearby a deep ditch that had been dug with a backhoe.  It looked like these 
were for a new water or sewer line, going in ahead of the homes that will soon be built in 
the area.  With kidlike wonder, I stopped for a while and watched a crane pick up one up 
and slowly lower it into a section of other pipes, imagining how cool it would be to have 
that job.  There were workers in the ditch, directing the pipe into place.  I noticed that one 
of them was using a high tech device mounted on a tripod at the end of the ditch and 
watched how he was using it to connect to the coordinates the workers had put on each 
pipe.  The workers had to make sure it lined up perfectly. Proper alignment was vital for 
unrestricted flow. I thought of what I saw there this week as I considered John’s words 
about the alignment necessary for peace. Like those pipes, our lives must be aligned 
properly with God.  John the Baptist’s words become for us coordinates for getting our 
lives straight with God.  What are those coordinates? 

     The first one marks the direction of our souls.  Your soul is to be aligned with God.  
As you look at it today, what do you see?  How is the connection between you and God 
today?  Is there a free flow of God into your life, one marked by harmony and peace?  If 
your soul is like mine, it can sometimes be off kilter, aligned in such a way that I can 
restrict God’s flow of activity into and through my life.  It happens when we allow our 
actions, inactions, sinful thoughts, harmful words, and self-centered attitudes, and other 
debris to build up to the point of serious blockage.  This season of Advent brings to us 
words like John the Baptist’s that call us to realign our souls through confession and 
repentance.  Doing so clears the sinful clutter and delivers to us the intended flow of true 
peace. 

     The second coordinate of alignment is with our plans.  What John the Baptist was 
calling the people to change was their plans, not just their personal sins.  To prepare the 
way for God, they needed to turn as a nation from their agendas for the world and, 
instead, follow God’s plan for the world.  Jesus was coming right behind John to give the 
specifics of that plan.  That sounds like a message we need to hear today, don’t we?  
While we are not a religious nation as they were, I believe this applies to the church of 
today as well as to us as individuals.  As the church, we are to take a close look to make 
sure we are lining up correctly, according to the master plan designed by Jesus our 
founder.   



     This is also a need for us as individuals. What are your plans?  What agenda for life 
and for the world are you following?  It is easy for us to begin with the God’s plans for us, 
but to slowly begin letting in our plans.  Before long, our plans are God’s plans.  Before 
long, that section of our lives is so out of alignment that God has to work around us to 
provide the flow to its intended destination.  Wouldn’t the world know more of peace if 
we allowed it to flow more freely through us? 

     Peace also comes to and within us when we align our everyday work with God’s work.  
Sometimes people mention to me how they wish they could be involved in “the 
ministry”; how work gets in the way of them serving God like they should.  I remind 
them that the reason they are where they are with their gifts and abilities because that is 
where God can use them the most.  What if that is true for you in your place of vocation 
today?  God is present in your workplace, already at work and inviting you to join in with 
your gifts, strengths, blessings, and faith to “prepare the way of the Lord.”  You will find 
peace in your life as you see this, as you approach your work as an act of ministry and 
worship, considering how the particular business, tasks, and responsibilities can become 
for you holy offerings God can use for God’s purposes there.  Just as God called John the 
Baptist into his workplace along the Jordan River to do his work of preparation, so God 
calls you to your location.  His rugged existence reminds us that working for God in the 
world is not always easy and sometimes involves hardship and ridicule.  What you find in 
the midst of doing it, however, is that there is no more rewarding way to work; to know 
that your partnership with God is making an eternal difference. 

     So maybe peace is not something to be found as much as it is something we allow to 
find us, as we coordinate our lives and world with an incoming God. 

 


