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Things have changed when it comes to event invitations these days. No one takes an invitation 
seriously enough to RSVP anymore.  And, even if they do and end up attending, they don't care 
enough to dress appropriately. Pajamas and sweats are now officially acceptable everywhere. Or, 
so you would think. !
In the parable we just heard from Matthew's Gospel, Jesus describes a similar problem with 
people's responses to an invitation.  For Jesus, though, the problem wasn't a lack of social graces 
on their part, but one of indifference to God's great invitation to His kingdom (or banquet).  As 
we hear the parable with our own ears today, we find direct application as we consider just how 
it is that we have responded to God's invitation for us to enter his kingdom. !
Let's begin there, with God's kingdom.  That's what banquet represents here; the great feast and 
celebration of God here in our world. To be able to understand why Jesus was telling a story 
about a banquet, we must understand the particular context he was in when telling this parable. 
The people of Jesus' own religion had been chosen by God to be people of blessing in the world. 
God's plan was for everyone to join in at His table to partake in the feast He had always intended 
for them. Being at the banquet, with the king, was a special honor and blessing.  In the same way, 
being with God, at the table, was to truly enjoy a feast. 
  
Our other readings for today, one from Psalm 23 and the other from Isaiah 25, paint a beautiful 
picture of God's banquet for us.  The familiar words of David in Psalm 23, "He prepares a table 
for me in the presence of mine enemies . . . " describes God's riches being available to us even as 
we are in the worst of circumstances, even in the valley of the shadow of death.  This is what 
Isaiah 25 described as well; how God would set up a banquet table in the presence of Israel's 
enemies and circumstances.  Hear these words again,  !

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-
aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy 
on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and 
the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will 
be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is 
the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. !

Rich food, well-aged wines, immortality, tear removal.  Now that's quite a banquet!  Lest you 
think it is about food and before your stomach starts growling too much as we approach the noon 
hour, we must see what God's banquet is all about.  We must see just what it is that God is 
inviting us to in this life.  Have you gotten a sense of what it means to banquet with God yet?  
God has such desire to be with us that God creates special opportunity to be a host to us and to 



provide us with what truly fills and satisfies our souls the most. God desires to connect with us in 
such a way that we, like the Psalmist, are able to discover and declare the reality of the words, 
"The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want."  The banquet is not only about us, but is where we 
become connected with God's plan for the world, the kingdom of heaven as Matthew phrased it.  
It is about experiencing and sharing God's love, justice, and mercy. !
After considering what we are invited to, let's take a look at the actual invitation.  In the parable, 
the king invited his guests to attend the banquet the first time with no real specifics mentioned. 
The second invitation was to go out with this detail:  Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen 
and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.  
This is but one of many parables where an open invitation is going out, as Jesus is constantly 
affirming the reality of a God who is just that kind of host, wanting all to enter his banquet, not 
wanting anyone to be turned away. !
Isn't it great to know that God gets specific when it comes to invitations?  Jesus reveals to us the 
kind of God who throws parties not just for the rich, popular, the elite of society, but is a more 
than willing host to everyone who wants to be there.  If you ever felt left out with God, consider 
how Jesus represents God to be, not just in this parable, but through the actions of his life.  As 
Jesus went out and about relating to all kinds of people, he demonstrates for us that God's 
invitation is for all. "Whosoever" is the campaign slogan Jesus would have had on his billboard 
or bumper sticker.  The only ones excluded are the ones who exclude themselves.  That brings us 
to looking at what we do with our invitation; to how we respond.  !
There were several responses to the invitation in the parable.  The first group who gets an 
invitation responds by not attending.  No reason is given.  They just don't show.   
The second invitation goes out to them, with specifics about a prepared dinner with oxen and 
fattened cows.  The invitees still respond in the same way.  They "made light of it and went away, 
one to his farm, one to his business."  The king is outraged.  How dare they show indifference to 
his invitation and, even more, to the son for whom the banquet is given.  The last person 
mentioned in the story is among the second group the king invited, who attended but probably 
out of obligation.  He gets confronted by the king for not having the right clothes on.  He, at 
least, got the invitation, showed up, but wasn't participating--in dress or in heart.  Maybe he 
thought he would just check it out and then slip out later to go somewhere else. !
For us today, there are several responses to the invitation as well.  We must know not only that 
God has made for us a place at His table, but that God has invited us to be there.  Have you 
received God's invitation?  What have you done with it? !
One way we may respond is by getting the invitation, but not thinking too much of it.  It arrives, 
we remark about how nice it looks, but then set it aside to give other things our attention. We 
would love to attend a banquet with God, it's just that we have some other commitments coming 
up now. We settle for skimping along on the scraps we find along the way in our busy lives, 
snacking on whatever we can find, loading up our souls with a bag of chips and a mountain dew 



when we could be dining on the marrow of fattened cow and aged wine.  We settle for the  
nutrient deficient.  Either we don't know there is something so much better for us and miss it or 
we know what God has for us, but we are too busy doing our own thing right now.  We exclude 
ourselves by our indifference. !
We also may be like the one in the parable who received the invitation, attended, but who gets 
confronted by the king for not being dressed appropriately.  We show up, but we aren't really 
there for the king, his son, or his purposes.  We have our minds on other things we could be 
doing, other places to go.  We exclude ourselves because we aren't here to participate and fit it to 
what God is doing in our world. I believe that this is what we are like when we view church as 
the banquet, missing that the kingdom of God is actually in here (your heart) and out there, out 
where you are Monday-Friday.  God wants to meet with you there, to fill your soul this week 
with His goodness and to watch you pass it on to everyone you meet.   !
RSVP is something we hardly see anymore on invitations.  Perhaps it is on its way out because 
we are less formal these days.  Or, maybe it is because people stopped doing it.  Invitations go 
out, RSVP's are expected, yet most everyone ignores it.  I'll show up if I can.  Martha Stewart 
still says that's a social mistake and could result in your getting removed from most guests lists in 
the future.  RSVP.  French for "Please reply."  You would think that would be something people 
who are invited to a special event could at least do to show gratitude.  The same goes for the 
invitation we've considered here this morning.  You have been given an invitation.  Please reply. !


