The Bridge
March 2018
Christ the Lord Lutheran Church (CTL)
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation
847-741-8141
Email: ctloffice@ctlelgin.org
Website: www.ctlelgin.org
Like us at www.facebook.com/ctlelgin

CTL Office Hours
Monday: Office closed
Tuesday through Friday: 9:00 A.M.–2:00 P.M.
These are the regularly scheduled hours for Peggy.
For pastoral care, please call the office

April Bridge deadline – Fri., Mar. 16, 2018
Send items to Karin K at bridge@ctlelgin.org or leave in mailbox
on the top of the mail slots outside the church office.
We are centered in Christ and reach out to care.
We proclaim Jesus as Lord and Savior.
We equip and teach for spiritual
growth.
We worship passionately.
We minister to the physical and spiritual needs of others.
We discern and use the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
We invite and involve others with a welcoming heart.
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*BULLETIN BOARD*
Wanted: wrapped Easter candy small
enough to fit in Easter eggs for the egg
hunt at the party the day before Easter.
Bring the candy to church and place in
the bin in the narthex.

Celebration of Musicians Concert
Join us on Sun., Mar. 18 at 2:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. Following the
concert, there will be a dessert reception in the fellowship hall. Desserts
provided by Patty Harrer.

The concert is to honor CTL performing musicians Sarah Cowley,
Nicklas Nelson and Jason Palmer. They will be joined by Karl Nelson,
Thomas Nelson and Henrietta Neeley in performing solo and chamber
music selections.

Help Wanted Celebration of Musicians Concert

Help Wanted
Coordinator(s) for the 2018 Craft Show. Information from
previous shows are available as well as a check list for things
that need to be done for the show. Will need to meet with
volunteers in March to get things started and send out
applications to crafters. Questions, contact Carol Earsley at
847-695-0833 or Karin Krog at 847-373-0545.
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COME ONE COME ALL
For future events, be sure the church office and Bridge editor
receive date and time information so calendars and space needs
are all correct! Please click on blue hyperlinks for more detailed
information. Click here for the
(Full Calendar )

come one come all
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*WORSHIP NEWS*
Sunday Morning Schedule
9:30 a.m. Worship/Communion
11:00 a.m. Education Hour
Scripture Lessons for March 2018
Sun. Mar. 4 —
Third Sunday in Lent
Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19 (8)
I Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22
Color: Purple

Thu. Mar. 29 —
Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 (13)
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Color: Scarlet/White

Sun. Mar. 11 —
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (19)
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21
Color: Purple

Fri. Mar. 30 —
Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13—53:12
Psalm 22 (1)
Hebrews 10:16-25
John 18:1—19:42
Color: None

Sun. Mar. 18 —
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 51:1-12 (10)
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33
Color: Purple

Sun. Apr. 1 —
Resurrection of Our Lord
Easter Day
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (24)
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Mark 16:1-8
Color: White/Gold

Sun. Mar. 25 —
Sunday of the Passion/Palm
Sunday
Procession with Palms:
Mark 11:1-11
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16 (5)
Philippians 2:5-11
Mark 14:1 — 15:47
Color: Purple/Scarlet
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*FROM OUR LEADERSHIP*
From Pastor Trzynka
As I write this article, I am sitting in my office on the day
after Ash Wednesday. It is also the day after another mass
shooting in a school in Florida where 17 children have died and
many more are injured.
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of
repentance known as Lent. We as a church and society have
much to repent when it comes to allowing mass murders to
continue. Many will quickly point the finger at the shooter who
obviously struggled with mental illness, and say that is where the
problem begins and ends. But what have we as a society done to
provide further support for those who battle with a whole array of
mental health issues? Are we willing to offer more than our
prayers to those in this battle?
Our country’s obsession with the second amendment
keeps us from removing unlimited access to weapons that cause
such violence, but all we hear from many in the church and our
society is that they are offering their thoughts and prayers to curb
the violence.
In 1993 the ELCA in churchwide assembly passed the
following resolution:
Resolved: To communicate to Congress and the President
of the United States the urgent concern of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America regarding the violence associated
with the widespread availability of handguns and military assault
weapons and [regarding] our support for the Brady Bill and other
controls over the manufacture, sale, and private ownership of
handguns and military assault weapons; To call upon all of our
congregations, synods, and appropriate agencies to work for the
passage and strict enforcement of local, state, and national
legislation as appropriate, that rigidly controls the manufacture,
importation, exportation, sale, purchase, transfer, receipt,
possession or transportation of handguns, assault weapons, and
assault-like weapons and their parts, excluding rifles and shotguns
used for hunting and sporting purposes, for use other than law
Page 6

enforcement and military purposes.
ELCA COMMUNITY VIOLENCE—GUN CONTROL
Social Policy Resolution CA93.06.10
What have we done since then?
It’s time for repentance. It’s time for prayers and action! It’s
time for each of us to open up dialogue with our families, friends,
neighbors, and elected officials. It’s time for policy changes! We
have committed ourselves as a church body to work toward that
end!
God is faithful and merciful—slow to anger and abounding
in steadfast love. We have seen that in the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus. It is that God, who calls us today to repent
and to give our lives (and our votes and our taxes and our voices)
so that others may have life as well.
Repentance is a turning toward God. Are we ready to turn
this lent?
Pr. Phil
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Metropolitan Chicago Synod News
The 2018 synod assembly will take place on June 8 and 9, 2018,
at the Tinley Park Convention Center, 18451 Convention Center
Dr., Tinley Park, IL 60477.
Theme
"A New Heaven and a New Earth," from Revelation 21:1.
Registration
Registration will open on Thursday, February 15, 2018.
•Voting Member and Visitor Registration
•Display Host Registration
•Workshop Presenter Registration
Cost
•Voting member: $175 (includes box lunch on Friday)
•Retired rostered voting member: $125 (includes box lunch on
Friday)
•Visitor: $175 (includes box lunch on Friday)
•Display host: $175 (includes box lunch on Friday)
The above costs are for early registration. Early registration ends
on Tuesday, May 8, 2018. After May 8, 2018, regular registration
begins. Add $25 to the above costs for regular registration.

ELCA presiding bishop issues statement on Dreamers
2/9/2018 10:00:00 AM
Immigration is an ever-present topic at our dinner tables and in
our congregations as Congress continues to discuss long-overdue
protection for thousands of our community members who lack
permanent legal status. Scripture calls us to welcome the
sojourner. God commanded of the Israelites: "The stranger who
resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you
shall love the stranger as yourself, for you were strangers in the
land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God" (Leviticus 19:34).
For full statement click here.
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*GET INVOLVED*
Upcoming events:
Eggstravaganza! Mark your calendar! March 31st there
will be a huge children's Easter party from 9:30 to noon. Caasi the
clown will be here to entertain and amuse us. There will be stories
and a time to learn, crafts, games, food, a service project and, of
course, a great egg hunt! All CTL children, cousins, grandchildren,
neighbors and friends are welcome. Look for the sign-up sheet on
the bulletin board in the narthex. There is no cost to attend but
donations of wrapped candy would be appreciated. Put the candy
in the basket/bin in the narthex on or before Palm Sunday.
Hop On Over! Come to church early on Easter Sunday for
food and fellowship. Coffee, juice and treats made for
Eggstravaganza attendees will be available for a light breakfast
before church. Food served from 8:00 to 9:00 AM in fellowship
hall. Free will donations will benefit those attending the ELCA
Youth Gathering in the summer.
Intergenerational Event - March 25 at 10:45 - All are
welcome! Story and lesson will be centered on Palm Sunday and
Holy Week. There will be snacks - of course! There will also be a
craft/service project. We will also be filling the hundreds of Easter
eggs needed for the party the following week. Don't miss out on
these Intergenerational Events. All ages learn and have a good
time and it makes a big impact on the children to know that adults,
other than their parents, really care about them. Come and see!

Celebration of Musicians Concert
Join us on Sun., Mar. 18 at 2:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.
Following the concert, there will be a dessert reception in the
fellowship hall. Desserts provided by Patty H.
The concert is to honor CTL performing musicians Sarah
C, Nicklas N and Jason P. They will be joined by Karl N,
Thomas N and Henrietta N in performing solo and chamber
music selections.
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Bound and Ungagged
For Sat., Mar. 3, we will be reading "The First Love Story:
Adam, Eve and Us" by Bruce Feiler and for Sat., Apr. 7, we will
be reading "Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of A Family and Culture in
Crisis" by J.D. Vance. There is a posting of the books for the year
on the bulletin board in the entranceway. If you love to read and
would like to meet with other people who love to read, come join
us for a delicious breakfast, fellowship and some lively discussion
about the books that we read. We meet at Colonial Cafe on
McLean Blvd at 8:00 am the first Saturday of each month. If you
have any questions or would like to suggest a book that you think
the book club would enjoy, please contact Carol H.

Books for 2018
Sat., Mar. 03
Sat., Apr. 07
Sat., May. 05
Sat., Jun. 02
Sat., Jul. 07
Sat., Aug. 04
Sat., Sep. 01
Sat., Oct. 06
Sat., Nov. 10
Sat., Dec. 01
Sat., Jan. 05

“The First Love Story: Adam, Eve, and Us” by
Bruce Feiler
“Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and
Culture in Crisis” by J. D. Vance
“Small Great Things: A Novel” by Jodi Picoult
“Lincoln in the Bardo: A Novel” by George
Saunders Hardcover
“The Stars Are Fire” by Anita Shreve
“A Tree Grows in Brooklyn” by Betty Smith
“The Radium Girls: The Dark Story of
America's Shining Women” by Kate Moore
“To Be Where You Are (Mitford Years #14)” by
Jan Karon
“Before We Were Yours” by Lisa Wingate
(DATE CHANGE DUE TO CRAFT FAIR) –
NEED A SUGGESTION
A BOOK OF YOUR CHOICE

Page 10

Kids Hope
Eight CTL mentors meet weekly with at risk kids at
Hillcrest. Some mentors have worked with their children for just a
short time and others have been together for as long as four
years. The Hillcrest staff and faculty welcome the mentors and
support our work because they see the benefits provided by the
mentors. Each at risk child gets one hour of undivided adult
attention each week. They are like sponges; they soak up every
word and everything they do with their mentors. Prayer partners
play a huge part in the success of this program. Each child and
mentor has at least one adult praying for him or her during the
mentoring hour. Wow! What a great deal! Questions about this
program? Contact Jeanne T.

January Financial Report
Gifts Given
Gifts Expected
Difference
$15,700
$13,749
$1,951
$15,700
$13,749
$1,951
Gifts Received
Expenses
-$777.42
$15,700
$16,477.42
We are off to a good start in 2018. We exceeded our
budgeted envelope offering. Our expenses are always higher in the
winter, especially when we have a lot of snow!
We are doing well in the AIM appeal as well. Through
January we have collected a total of $50,987.51. We have spent a
total of $17,494.84 for the concrete work and the front entrance with a
balance still owing of $1416.60 that will be paid after we receive our
written warranties and manuals.
Thank you to all who give so generously to CTL!
January
Year-to-date

Social Ministry News
Mitten Tree items went to Food for Greater Elgin. There
they are placed on a table and guests are allowed to choose one
item per visit. Thanks to CTL members for the warm accessories.
The tree will continue in use until the end of Feb. Also, thanks to
Debbie McG for delivering the donations.
Easter is about a month away and along with it, the Easter
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Food Basket drive--food for the neediest families in the U-46
school area. Sign-ups began on Feb. 25th and all food items need
to be at CTL by March 18th. Boxes will be packed for delivery that
day. When the food is delivered, there will also be delivered a
thank-you note to each U-46 liaison for her help throughout the
year and a gift certificate for them to use as they see fit. Thanks,
Susan T, for doing this.
The next Soup Kettle is on March 30th, which is Good
Friday. We hope that there will be willing helpers. Those who are
hungry still need to be fed.
Love Elgin Day is coming in April. Throughout the month,
there will be a box available in the Narthex for spring and summer
clothing and Christian books. Nonperishable food is also needed
and may be left in the Caring Cube. Love Elgin Day provides free
clothing, food, services, and more for people with limited incomes.

Disability Ministry
Holly Robinson Peete Speaks on Importance of Hiring People with
Disabilities
Synopsis: Holly Robinson Peete speaks at Gatepath Event on
importance of hiring people with disabilities - Special
announcement about son RJ landing job with Los Angeles
Dodgers.
Main Document
Quote: "We must be diligent at breaking down the barriers to
hiring people with special needs, which includes dispelling
misconceptions and stereotypes..."
"All my son ever wanted was to belong and to feel included," said
a tearful Holly Robinson Peete about the Los Angeles Dodgers
recently hiring her son RJ Peete to work at the clubhouse. "It's so
powerful for a major league baseball team to be there for him." RJ
was diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder at the age of three.
Peete, who was the guest speaker at an intimate breakfast hosted
by Gatepath in partnership with Sacred Heart Preparatory, says
she shares her son's journey publically and on her reality show
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"For Peete's Sake" hoping it will inspire corporate America to give
other people like her son the same kinds of inclusive
opportunities. According to the United States Department of
Labor, only 20 percent of adults with disabilities in the US are
employed, compared to their neurotypical peers at 68.5 percent.
"From the classroom to the workplace, we are committed to
expanding inclusive opportunities for those with special needs and
disabilities," said Gatepath CEO Bryan Neider. "We know that by
sharing personal stories like Holly's, we are raising awareness in
our community about benefits of inclusion and the critical need for
supportive programs." For full article click here.

Habitat for Humanity News
Upcoming House project
New Hope Partnership is getting
ready to start on a new project –
rehabbing a house. Are you ready to
work? The work will include installing
a front porch, siding, soffits, gutters,
drywall, flooring, trim, doors, kitchen, and bathrooms. There will be
something for all skill levels to do and all work will be done under
the supervision of a project director.
 We expect to begin in March.
 House is located at 914 Berkley in Carpentersville.
 Volunteers must be 18 years old OR 16-17 years with an
adult.
A sign-up sheet for those interested in helping will be in the
entryway. When we are ready to begin, you will be contacted.
Contact Carol E at 847-695-0833 with questions.
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*LEARNING*
Adult Study Groups
You are welcome to participate in our adult learning opportunities:


Sunday Forum Is on hold



Bible and Brew:
Bible and Brew is reading and discussing a book written by
Dave Daubert, pastor at Zion Lutheran here in Elgin. The
book is called "Living Lutheran: Renewing Your
Congregation". It provides ideas that can be used in our
church (or any church) for becoming a vibrant and
welcoming congregation. We are reading and discussing
one chapter a week from the book. (The chapters are
short!) This study will last nine weeks. Books can be
purchased during Bible and Brew. Bible and Brew meets in
a back room at the Village Squire in West Dundee on
Tues. at 7:00 p.m. Participants order a meal, or just drinks,
have devotional time, talk about our topic, and enjoy one
another's company. All are welcome!



Midweek Bible study Meets at 10 a.m., we meet and
examine the Bible texts for the upcoming Sunday. Pastor
Phil will lead the study.



7:02 Faith Sharing Group is a welcoming lay-led group,
meeting in homes, that focuses on discussions of faith
through the media of Reader’s Theater, Books on Biblical
Women, Living Faith and current social issue topics. Our
next gathering will discuss “Righteousness by Grace”. We
meet the 3rd Friday of each month at 7:02 p.m. Next
gathering Fri., Mar. 16 at the home of Karin K.
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*THANK YOU*
Altar Flowers –– Jerry & Diane B in honor of their 39th
anniversary on 2/10, Brett H in honor of his parents, Barb L in
memory of her daughter Patty, and Lowell B in memory of
Janice B
Holy Holes –– by Brett H, the Morfords, the Engelkings and
the Schneiders
PADS of Elgin expresses appreciation to our congregation
for our generous donations to their Winter Harvest auction. We
donated a collection of Peppa the Pig items with a Royal Court,
books, & a video in the spirit of the upcoming royal wedding.
Needles & Pins donated 2 beautiful quilts and Pastor Phil donated
a remote control car. All these items were most welcome. PADS
Winter Harvest was successful in raising funds for the worthy
cause of lending a "hand up" to the homeless. Thanks again!
Debbie McG, PADS Board Member
Thanks to everyone who helped keep Hillcrest school
children warm this winter, especially Jeanne T., Debbie M.,
Chris W., Susan T. Karin K., Dale B., John M., Peggy L., Vivian
W. (friend of Barb B. and Barb B. Thirty-six winter coats and eight
pairs of snow boots, along with a large number of scarves, gloves,
and hats, were taken to the school. If they need more, there is still
money in the "Coats and Boots" fund to help fill this need.
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*PRAYER REQUESTS*
Please pray for those who are part of the life of CTL who
struggle with illness and other concerns, especially:
Bob & Diane B, Teri C, Al & Debbie D, Howard & Jan E, Ken G,
and Roland “Joe” J.
Please pray for those in care facilities or at home, especially:
Al D, Ursula H
Please pray for those in military service, especially:
Matt K and John Y
Please pray for our family and friends, especially:
Amerlan Family
CTL Craft Show participants
Earline
friend of Jacki B
JD D
Jacki B’s son
Colleen F
friend of Ann O
Henry G
Holly V’s friend’s son
Timothy H
son of Bob & Diane B
Lee Ann K
daughter of Bob & Andy L
Kathy
Teri C’s niece
Maureen L
Jacki B’s mother-in-law
Eric L
son of Bob & Andy L
Tyler M
friend of Craig & Dale B
Oliver Family
Barb L’s nephew’s family
Whitburn Family & Friends
friends of Holly V
Names in the above prayer lists are kept active for 6 weeks.
Please call our office if you want to request additional time
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*SPECIAL DATES TO REMEMBER*
If you have a March event and it does not appear on the lists,
please let us know so we can update our records.
bridge@ctlelgin.org
Birthdays for March
Jake K
Karl N
Logan B
Beth U
Cate M
Joan W
Pat H
Baptisms for March
Sharon L
Jaden T
Janis G
Dolores G

1
1
4
4
7
16
17

Dale B
Pam W
Sarah C
Solveig N
Vicki S
Sharon H
David K

21
23
26
28
28
29
30

1
3

Nancy K
Sammy L
David Y

24
23
29

19
21
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*MARKETING AND SOCIAL MEDIA*
Carol B is managing CTL’s marketing
needs. Initially, this involves marketing CTL via
social media (Facebook). We have two places for
information on Facebook:
Page
(public)
Group
(private)

Changed by Christ the Lord Lutheran Church
CTL admin
www.facebook.com/ctlelgin
Changed by Christ the Lord Lutheran Church,
members
Elgin, IL
www.facebook.com/groups/ctlelgin

If you have information (events, photos) that you think the
public needs to know, Carol can be contacted so that it can be put
on our page and then shared in the group. The email address to
contact Carol is ctlcommunications@ctlelgin.org. If you want to
share anything with just the group, go ahead and post it in the
group. For example, you might have a question or just want to
express an idea. Questions? Contact Carol, or Peggy (CTL Office)
at 847-741-8141, email: ctloffice@ctlelgin.org
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*CHRIST THE LORD LUTHERAN CHURCH*
STAFF
ctlpastor@ctlelgin.org
Pr. Phil Trzynka
Pastor
Jason P
Director of Music ctlmusic@ctlelgin.org
jim.harrer@ctlelgin.org
Jim H
Director of
Handbell Choir
ctloffice@ctlelgin.org
Peggy L
Office
Administration
COUNCIL
Jacki B
Craig B 1
Dorothy G
Karin K 2
Eric L
Ann O3
Jeanne T

2014-2020
2018
2017-2020
2012-2018
2016-2019
2015-2018
2016-2019

Vice President
President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary

CTL FINANCIAL TEAM
Beth U
Treasurer
Carol C
Financial Secretary
CTL council minutes are now available on the entryway white
board.
Christ the Lord Lutheran Church
12N462 Tina Trail + Elgin, IL 60124-4876 + Phone: 847-741-8141
Office Hours

Mondays: Office closed
Tuesday through Friday: 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
www.ctlelgin.org

1

One-year term
In last term
3
In last term
2
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