
A pril brings Easter.  Easter is the celebration 
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead.  It is a celebration of joy because His res-
urrection is the foundation and source of our 

Christian hope.  His word and promise to us is: Because I 
live, you shall also live.  By the grace of God, we are alive 
now in Christ.  One day in Him we will be alive forever 
in a new heaven and a new earth.  There all the prob-
lems caused by sin will have been removed and we shall 
live and serve God as Adam and Eve did before they had 
sinned in the Garden of Eden.  But we are not there yet.  
We are still here in this heaven and this earth which has 
been spoiled and corrupted by sin.  Nevertheless, it is still 
God’s heaven and earth.  As His people we are command-
ed to care for it.  When God placed Adam in the Garden of 
Eden, He told him “to work it and to keep it” (Gen. 2:15).  
The Hebrew word for “keep” means “to build a hedge 
around,” in other words, to protect it and take care of it.  
This command has never been rescinded.  Part of our 
Christian stewardship is to care for God’s good creation.

All of this will become very practical for us on April 24.  
That’s the day set aside for the spring cleaning of our 
property and buildings.  Let’s be very clear about this.  
Taking caring of (managing) our property and buildings is 
as important as managing our money or our time or any 
other aspect of Christian stewardship.  God has blessed 
us with a fine property and a lovely church.  It is both our 
privilege and our responsibility to care for both.  The way 
we care for our property is part of the witness we give 
about our faith to our community and to all who visit us.  
The heart of that faith, of course, is our confidence that 
Christ, by His life and death and resurrection, has res-
cued and redeemed us from sin, death, and the power of 
evil.  In Him and in His resurrection we have the promise 
and hope of eternal life.  Thus Easter is a season of new 
life, fresh joy, and renewed zeal to live as God’s children 
and serve Him in all that we do.  That includes taking 
care of the property He has entrusted to us.

Some of the tasks that need to be accomplished on April 
24 require special skills and abilities.  God has given 
those skills and abilities to some among us.  The chal-
lenge for them as Christian stewards is to make time 
and use those skills and abilities to do what needs to 
be done here on that day.  Other tasks on April 24 are 
tasks than any of us could accomplish.  The challenge for 
us, as Christian stewards, is to take the time and make 
the effort to accomplish them.  Christian stewardship 
involves managing our time and talents so that some 
time and some talents will be used to accomplish the 
necessary work of the church.  This includes not only the 
spring cleaning but also all the other tasks that need to 
be accomplished here in carrying on the worship and 
work of the congregation.

On April 15 & 18 your Stewardship Committee has 
arranged for a Time and Talent Celebration as part of our 
worship services.  Each of us will be asked to complete a 
form on which we identify those talents that God has given 
us and that we are willing to use in the worship and work 
of Christ Lutheran Church.  Of course, using those talents 
in Church will also require some of our time.  But a respon-
sible management of our time includes using some of it to 
serve the Lord in His Church and in the community.

Easter provides the motive for these aspects of Christian 
stewardship.  Easter is simply shorthand for what hap-
pened during the holy three days: Maundy Thursday, Good 
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In Our Prayers This Month . . .
We remember: Don Anklam’s family—Don’s bother John deceased; Bruce 
Anklam’s family—uncle John deceased; Pastor Baese (health); Michelle 
Bahr (healing); Peter Erdman (healing); Kollette Hermann (coma); Sam 
Hess (health); Carl Hunsicker (health); Lorraine Hunsicker (health); 
Lois Jakel (Betty Rawson’s sister—healing); Marjorie Langsdorf (health); 
Sue Meyer (health); Irma Mientke (mother of Cheryl Hoffman—health); 
Lavern Mootz (Betty Rawson’s brother-in-law—health); Nyssa Odland 
(health); Mike Otten’s family—mother deceased; Brian Otten’s fam-
ily—grandmother deceased; Laura Post (health); Betty Rawson (health); 
Scott Roggensack (health); Dave Saeger (healing); Rachel Sauer (healing); 
Theresa Sauer (health); Keith Sazama (health); LuAnn Schlei (health); 
Al Schmidt (health); Scott Socha (cancer—healing); Sara Staubs (Jean 
Richards’ daughter-in-law—cancer); Marilyn Strehlow (health); Family of 
Dian Rhyner—mother deceased; David Thewes, Sr. (healing); Otto Tryczak 
(health); Dorothy Worden (healing); Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High 
School; those seeking employment; and the unchurched.

Military Personnel . . .
Aaron Felch (grandson of James & Carol 
Wakely), Travis Hausler (son of Kevin & Mary 
Hausler), Dakota Normand (son of Charles 
& Lori Normand), Josh Schmidt (son of Gary 
Schmidt), Sam Straub (son of Jim & Cindy 
Straub)

New Member . . . Lois Hackbarth

Received Back . . . Donna Srb

Released to Self . . .
Dan & Adrienne Edwards, Sue Mohr, Larry 
& Barb Newman, Jennifer (Graveen) Nielsen, 
Alicia Klump, Brenda Love, Bonnie Morgan, 
and Cheryl Rhyner.

Thank You to . . .
Peg Piepenburg, Nancy Lewis and Barb 
Morgan for doing computer input into the new 
database program for the Christ Lutheran 
Church 2009 Registration process. 

Pastor Jim Baese, Pastor Leonard Erdman, Bill 
Meyer and Bill Metter for participating in the 
Lenten readings.

The Lenten Supper providers:  Ladies Guild; 
Hess—CCG and L. Erdman—CCG; Health 
Ministry; Youth Group; Stewardship and 
Evangelism Groups.  Thank you also to every-
one able to attend the Lenten suppers for food 
and fellowship.

Bulletin Folding and Mailbox Stuffing Teams: 
Bud and Arline Redeen, Dave and Judy Saeger, 
Bob and Virgine White

2

The Voice
needs your 
news
Please submit your 
group's news and 
photos to be published 
in Christ Lutheran 
Church's monthly news-
letter, The Voice.

You can e-mail items to 
naptime17@gmail.com 
or drop them in Brian 
Otten's mailbox.

Vacation
Bible School
Mark your calendars for 

Planet Zoom!
July 26-30
Where bold
Bee-lievers

Zip, Zap and Zoom 
for Jesus

Watch for registration 
and volunteer opportu-
nities for you and your 
family! 
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LIFE QUOTES
from Lutherans for Life
"Maybe too often we hold forth the 
word about life—‘I had a heart beat at 
21 days’—and not enough of the Word 
of Life, the Word which declares, ‘I am 
the resurrection and the Life.’"

—  Dr. David Veum, President and 
Professor of Practical Theology for the 

Seminary of the Church of the Lutheran 
Brethren, Fergus Falls, Minnesota

A Life Quote from Lutherans for Life
www.lutheransforlife.org /

888-364-LIFE

Friday, and Easter Sunday.  On 
Maundy Thursday Jesus showed 
us the full extent of His love.  He 
washed the disciples feet giving 
us a godly example to follow, He 
gave the New Commandment 
that we should love one another 
as His has loved us, and He insti-
tuted the Sacrament of the Altar 
in which under bread and wine 
He continues to give us His true 
body and blood for the forgiveness 
of our sins.  Then on Good Friday 
He went to the cross bearing on 
His shoulders the sins of the world 
- including yours and mine - and 
died the death that we deserve.  
Finally, on Easter Sunday He rose 
from the dead to assure us that 
this last great enemy has been 
defeated and that in Him there is 
the certain hope of eternal life for 
all who believe in Him.
Because He has done all that for 
us, our proper response is to give 
thanks for His mercy, cherish the 
pardon and peace He won for us, 
look forward with confidence and 
anticipation to that eternal life 
that he has promised us, and with 
our whole heart to serve Him in 
our personal life, in the Church 
and in the world all the days 
of our life.  May God graciously 
grant us His Holy Spirit so that 
we may do this with eagerness 
and joy!  The Lord is risen!  He is 
risen indeed!  Alleluia!

— Pastor Lutz

EASTER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Here are seven LWML members from Christ who attended the Young at Heart Retreat 
at Peace Lutheran Church, Eau Claire on April 10.  The uplifting experience included a 
report from Jill Birgwardt who spent two years in Nigeria mentoring young girls about 
the how to prevent Aids/HIV; she will be going back there this summer to continue this 
work.  The keynote speaker was Jan Struck, who in her own humorous way, had words of 
wisdom about our Reponses to God’s grace.  Fellowship and good food are some of the 
reasons for the growing popularity of these one-day retreats.

Easter Flowers 
Donated by . . .
Steve and Michelle Bahr and Family, in 
thanksgiving.

Sandi Michaelis, in memory of loved 
ones.

Dave and Pat Thewes, Sr., in memory 
of Bryce Thewes.

Bob and Virgine White, in memory of 
loved ones.

Bud and Arline Redeen, towards the 
beauty of God’s House.

Frank and Deb Henry, in memory of 
LeRoy Pearson and George Henry.

Dave and Judy Saeger, in memory of 
Roman Saeger and Leona Mueller.

Rev. Leonard and Pauline Erdman, in 
memory of Walter and Marie Fletcher.

Wendy Hanneman and Mike Rayome, 
in memory of Joyce Hanneman.

Lois Erdmann, in memory of DuWayne 
Erdmann.

Harold and Mildred Thiel, in memory 
of Diane Lorbecki

Rev. Joel and Velma Hoelter, in memory 
of Donald and Dorthea Dunn and Rev. 
Edwin and Doris Hoelter andLouis 
Carstens and in honor of our children 
and grandchildren.

Diane Uttech, in memory of Duane 
Uttech.

Betty Rawson, in memory of Leila 
Mae Balz (mother) and Dave C. Woller 
(uncle).

Donations Given 
to Road Sign Fund . . .
Greg and Grace Pfingsten, anonymous.

Donations Given 
to ABLAZE Fund . . .
Rev. Joel & Velma Hoelter, anonymous.

Remember to visit our CLC web site at 
clc-wausau.org

THANK YOUS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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Youth Fundraiser at Perkins

There were a lot of familiar faces at 
the Youth group fundraiser at Perkins 
on March 21st.  Everyone had a 
great time.  Thank you to everyone 
that came out that night!   
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Youth news

March 20th the Youth group got together for 
“Game Night”.  Everyone had fun playing kickball 
and performing skits for each other.

The 7 Youth members that will be traveling to New Orleans met with other 
Youth at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Marshfield on March 21st.  Our Youth 
represent one of the eleven churches that will be traveling together to the 
National Youth Gathering July 14th to the July 22nd.  Everyone enjoyed 
games and mingling with the other Youth.   

Nearly 100 people played “Fruit Basket Upset” in the gymnasium. 


