April 2016

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Dear Friends,
The proclamation of Easter holds within it such joy and excitement! Our Prayer Book doesn’t include exclamation points, but it should, for Jesus’ resurrection is a
cosmic event! I truly hope that you experienced that excitement as together we we proclaimed the mind-boggling news that the tomb is empty and Jesus is risen! Along with
St. Paul and all of every time and place who are baptized, we exclaim: “See, everything old has passed away,
everything is made new!” Because he is risen, all of creation, along with all of humanity, is being
transformed.
Bishop John Shelby Spong1 has written: "The eternal Easter enters the present now. Jesus could not be contained in a tomb. Easter cannot be contained in a moment of past history. It is beyond history, metahistorical but real.”
Indeed, the eternal Easter has entered our past, our present and our future. Even though Christ stepped from
the tomb two millennia ago, we participate in his eternal Easter right along with the earliest Christians.
So, how shall we participate in Christ’s eternal Easter, Christ Church? Bishop Spong reminds us that
“through the Easter Moment, Christ calls us to life, to love and to be all that God created us to be. This is the power that
Jesus revealed, the power he lived, the power he was and is.” Living in the eternal Easter challenges us to embrace
the newness of life and the richness of love that will empower us to more fully be who God created us to be.
The Easter Moment was and is a revelatory moment; it
reveals God to us, but it also reveals to us who we are as
those reconciled to God through the person and work of
“See, everything old
Jesus. This year, as we travel through a time of transihas passed away,
tion, we have special opportunities to participate in
everything is made new!”
Christ’s eternal Easter and to gain a clearer sense of who
God created us to be, both as individuals and also as a
parish.
This month, April 16th – April 23rd, we will meet together in Cottage Meetings. In these meetings, we
will share our experiences of the Risen Christ. We will explore how we are living in Christ’s eternal Easter
and what are our hopes and dreams for the future. These gatherings will be times to connect with one another in Easter love. And, by our discussion and sharing, a clearer understanding of our congregational identity
will emerge.
One of the fundamental goals of interim times is to develop a clear sense the mission of the parish, its
core values and its identity as God’s people in this place and time. The Cottage Meetings will offer us special
times in order to work on this goal; but, without the participation of all of you, this goal cannot be fully accomplished.
Continued on page 2

So, if you have not signed up to participate in one of the Cottage Meetings, I strongly encourage you
to do so. We need the full participation of all members of this parish so that your Search Committee can identify the most appropriate rector candidates. But, even more importantly, we need the full participation of all
members of this parish so that we can embrace Christ’s resurrection power and more joyfully and more fully
live into his eternal Easter through vital and vibrant ministries.
Easter joy will continue to echo throughout the month of April! On April 24 th, our Diocesan bishop,
the Right Reverend Terry White, will be here for his annual visit. On that day, he will confirm several youth
and adults. As you know, the heart of confirmation is the renewing of baptismal promises, made in the presence of a bishop, who blesses the confirmands by laying on of hands and prayer. The renewal of baptismal
vows is about the life-changing baptismal promises of Christian discipleship, and also about making a mature, public affirmation of those vows. To re-commit oneself to living in Christ’s eternal Easter by making a
mature profession of faith is a demanding thing. So I ask you to keep those being confirmed in your most fervent prayers as they take this very important step in their lives.
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! What an exciting time in the life of this
parish, Christ Church!
May the love of the cross, the power of the resurrection and the presence of the Living Lord, be with
you during these Great Fifty Days and always,

Judith
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SENIOR WARDEN’S REPORT
My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
This is my first opportunity to submit a Senior Warden’s report to “The Window” and I do so with a heart
full of optimism!
I would like to offer a special word of thanks to those Vestry members who have rotated off from their
terms of service. Hats off to Susan Brotherton, Jan Funk, Skip Wirth and Michelle Trawick - (the latter two
having served as Sr. Wardens during my Vestry service) - clearly, I have had wonderful leadership to emulate.
With so many challenges that lie ahead of us, let us not forget why we expend our energy, our time, talents
and treasure. It is for the glory of our Lord, Jesus Christ who willingly suffered and died for us, that we
might know Truth and have everlasting life. Our firm belief in that premise should provide us with more
than ample energy and resolve to meet every challenge that we face, head on and cheerfully.
After an illuminating presentation from Robyn Strain (of Holy Cow Consultants) regarding our survey
results, it is fair to say that we have some work to do in freeing up some stored energy.
In years to come, may the year, 2016 be remembered as one of transformation, in which individual ministries
were reinvigorated and congregational vitality, renewed. We can do this. Better yet, we are doing this!
My thanks to The Rev. Judith Reese who has been patiently and diligently working very hard to strengthen the infrastructure of the governing and administrative bodies of our Church. What a boon that shall be to
our next permanent Rector! With regard to that, I would like you to know that your Search Committee is
faithfully executing its function in identifying candidates for that position.
I wish you all God’s peace,
Chris Carmichael
Senior Warden, 2016
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NEW PARISH ADMINISTRATOR
We welcome Heath Harper to Christ Church as our new Parish Administrator. He will begin that position
on April 4, 2016. Here’s a brief introduction to Heath and his family:
Heath grew up in Madisonville, Kentucky. He earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in government and history from Western Kentucky
University, and has completed graduate work at Memphis Theological Seminary toward a Master of Divinity degree.
For almost twelve years, Heath has been married to Melody,
whom he met on a blind date through a mutual friend while in seminary. Heath and Melody have a seven-year-old son, Evan, who is a
first-grader at Blue Grass Elementary School in Knoxville and the
center of their lives.
The Harpers have lived in Knoxville the past four years, going
there with Melody’s career with the American Cancer Society. Melody will continue her role in Bowling Green as the Senior Manager of
Division Support Services of the six-state Mid-South Division of the
American Cancer Society.
Heath is an ordained elder in the Cumberland Presbyterian
Church. While in Knoxville, they have been active members of the
Beaver Creek Cumberland Presbyterian Church.
Heath’s prior corporate work experience includes banking, accounting, and human resources. Prior to Christ Episcopal Church,
Heath was the Office Administrator at Second Presbyterian Church
of Knoxville, the Finance Assistant at First United Methodist Church of Oak Ridge, and the Bookkeeper at
Ebenezer United Methodist Church of Knoxville.
Heath will begin studies in the spring/summer of 2017 to complete certification at Emory University as a
Certified Church Administrator (CCA). For the next two months, Heath will be commuting to Christ Church
from Glasgow while staying with friends. The Harpers will be moving to Bowling Green in June once Evan's
school is out.
Heath sends this message to all of you:
"I am excited about the opportunity I've been given to join in the ministry at Christ Episcopal Church as the Parish
Administrator. I look forward to meeting and working with the members, volunteers, and staff in carrying out Christ
Church’s mission. It's so wonderful to be coming "home" to Bowling Green and south central Kentucky and continue a
career I love. From Melody, Evan, and me, God's blessings to you all.”

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?
He is not here, but has risen.”
Luke 24:5b

3

SEARCH COMMITTEE
Parish Cottage Meetings Coming in April
During the week beginning Saturday April 16, Cottage Meetings will be held in private homes and at the
church. The purpose of these meetings is to explore several fundamental questions about the future of Christ
Episcopal Church.
At this time, 11 separate cottage meetings have been lined up. Please note the dates on your calendar and
be ready to sign up soon. As needed, we will add meeting sessions in order to accommodate all interested
parishioners in a small group discussion session.

Date
Sat., 4/16
Sun., 4/17
Sun., 4/17
Sun., 4/17
Sun., 4/17
Tues., 4/19
Weds., 4/20
Weds., 4/20
Weds., 4/20
Thurs. 4/21
Fri., 4/22

Time
3 - 5 pm
12 – 2 pm
1 – 3 pm
2 – 4 pm
3 – 5 pm
10 am - Noon
5 – 7 pm
6:30 – 8:30 pm
6:30 – 8:30 pm
5:30-7:30 pm
5:30 – 7:30 pm

Host/Location
Cohrons; Covington
Coles; Nashville Road
Carmichaels; Downtown
Trawicks; Covington
Willoughby; Downtown
Strickler, Leonard; CEC
H. Moores; Downtown
Reimers; Cemetery Rd
Pucketts; Cemetery Rd
Tivol/Wilcher; Alvaton
McAllisters; Nashville Rd

Facilitator
Helen Siewers
tbd
Greg Lyons
tbd
John Hagaman
Elaine Tuttle
tbd
Mac Jefferson
Neill Caudill
tbd
Stephanie Crabtree

Sign-up for the cottage meetings will begin in early April and will be possible both electronically and on
paper. Please stay tuned to the weekly TWAAC for specific instructions.
Stay involved and share your thoughts for the future of CEC!
Many thanks to the volunteer hosts and facilitators for sharing their homes and talents.

RECTOR NOMINATIONS FROM THE PARISH
The Search Committee invites members of the Parish to nominate qualified and interested priests to be
considered for the position of Rector of Christ Episcopal Church.
The process is simple; here is what you need to do if you have a potential candidate:
1. Get in touch with the priest and ask if s/he is interested in the position. If yes, then,
2. Send the priest’s name and contact information to any Search Committee member. You might
also include your reason for nominating – why you think this person would be a good leader at
CEC.
You can reach any of us by email or can place a written nomination in the Search Committee mailbox in
the church office. Or, if you prefer, you can send your nomination directly to Amy Real Coultis in the Bishop’s office.
Your nomination information will be forwarded to our Transition Officer at the KY Diocese, Amy Real
Coultis. She will contact each nominee and provide guidance into the application process.
If you have any questions, please contact any Search Committee member. Thank you for helping the committee in this important step of our discernment.
Leslie Weigel, Chair
CEC Rector Search Committee
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Christian Education and Spiritual Formation

Confirmation 2016

Christ Episcopal Church
Sunday, April 24 at 10 am
Bishop Terry White will be at the 8 am and 10 am service
A reception for the Confirmands and the Bishop
will follow the 10 am service

SAVE THE DATE!
Vacation Bible School 2016

Water All Around the World
June 19-22 5:30-8pm
Ages 3-11

Bread of Angels

The Bread of Angels class will spend some time reading and discussing Thomas Merton's book Thoughts
in Solitude, a short collection of some of his philosophical and religious thoughts. This participatory class
provides opportunity to share thoughts on theology, biblical teachings, and matters of spirituality. All are
encouraged to attend these forums and to be a part of our learning and sharing. The class meets at 9:00 a.m.
in St. George's (down by the front office.)
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OUTREACH &

God’s
MEALS Inc

Christ Church will be responsible for the delivery of the MEALS program on Saturday,
April 2. If you would be willing to help, please call or text Kathy Leonard at (270)779-5595.
We especially need drivers.

CEC’s WEDNESDAY LUNCH PROGRAM
The Wednesday Lunch Program at Christ Episcopal Church would like to request the following foot items
to replenish the pantry:






Can corn
Salad dressing (Ranch is most popular.)
Can beans (especially black, red/kidney, and baked beans) – no dry beans
Chicken broth
Hot sauce

Each week, we could use main and side dishes and desserts from folks. We are ALWAYS looking for help
with serving and clean-up!!!
Serving – 10:45 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.
Clean-up - 11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Thank-you for supporting the Wednesday Lunch Program! Your contributions of time, talent, food, money, and prayers are greatly welcomed! May God’s Blessing be upon you!

Christ Episcopal Church
Outreach Efforts through February 2016
Ministry

2015
YTD Investment

2015
Carry
over to
2016

2016
YTD Income

2016 YTD
Investment

Current
Balance

HOTEL INC

$510

-0-

$20

$10

$10

Help Ministry

$13,861

$1,854

$2,844

$2,000

$2,698

$250

$565

$100

$92

$574

Room in the
Inn

$239

Wednesday
Lunches

$5,220

$4,159

$440

535 persons
served

$4,360

Average
helpers per
week = 14
M.E.A.L.S.
Inc
Yoga
Total

$325

-0-

-0-

-0-

-0-

$498

$498

$125

-0-

$623

$20,664

$7,076

$3,529

$2,341

$8,265
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PARISH LIFE
PARENTS OF YOUNG KIDS IN BGKY
9:30-11:30 am
Christ Episcopal Church
(1215 State Street; enter via College Street entrance)
April 7: “Balancing Roles” with Kim Wilson, LCSW of Wilson Counseling LLC. Today’s social norms put
tremendous pressure on every parent: being a stay-at-home parent, limiting screen time, healthy foods—and
worst of all, guilt. Join us for an interactive discussion on how to maintain balance, identify and follow your
own values, make time for your marriage, and still have an individual self.
April 21: “Mindfulness and Movement,” with Leslie Weigel, certified yoga instructor. Join us for a conversation about breathing through those stressful parenting moments, and then we’ll practice yoga together. No
prior experience necessary; dress comfortably; mats are available (but you can also bring your own).

April 2nd - Mission: MEALS Delivery @ St. Joseph's Catholic Church - 8am
April 10th - Circle @ CEC! 5-6:30(JH)/6-7:30pm (HS)

April 17th - Dinner & Bowling 5pm-7:30pm
April 24th - St. Jude Prep - 2pm-4pm
April 29th -May 1st - Mission Trip to Memphis

FOYER GROUPS ARE BACK!
Foyer Groups provide adult parishioners and those new to our parish a chance to get to know each other
and experience parish life by gathering to talk and share in friendship. Each Foyer Group is made up of 8 to
10 parishioners who meet once a month in homes or at various locations or restaurants throughout Bowling
Green. The meetings are casual and are set around sharing a simple meal together. Whether you are a young
adult, a family with children, long-time parishioners, or just visiting our parish and wanting to get involved,
Foyer Groups are for you.
For more information: contact:
Judy Reimer at j.reimer@twc.com or Sue Edwards at Sumace2@gmail.com
Sign -up sheets are available on our website at cecbg.com or in the office.
The deadline to sign up is April 30, 2016

7

2nd Thursday Lunch Bunch
Bowling Green Country Club
251 Beech Bend Road
April 14, 2016
1:00 p.m.

The next Lunch Bunch gathering will be on April 14, 2016 at 1:00
p.m. at the Bowling Country Club, courtesy of Linda Surface. If
you need a ride, you can arrange to meet someone after the church
Noon healing service or you can meet us at the Bowling Country
Club at 1:00 p.m. We want to extend an invitation to everyone.
Hope to see you there!
For more information or directions contact:
Linda Surface at 270-843-9642, Ann Esterle at 270-782-3342 or
Becky McCraney at 842-8279.

SENIOR SUNDAY
May 15
GRADUATIONS 2016
Is someone in your family celebrating a
graduation from high school or higher
education? Please let us know so that
we can share the news with the parish.
Fill out form below and return to the
church office by April 15 or email
Laura@cecbg.com

Name __________________________________________________

Graduating From ________________________________________

Degree earned ___________________________________________

Thank You!
Dear People of Christ Church,
Thank you for so much. The
reception you gave me was perfect - I sincerely enjoyed every
minute of it. And I was overwhelmed by your gifts – you
were much too generous. But
most of all I thank you for the
gifts of support, kindness and
caring you have given me
through the years. You made the
“job” of parish administrator a
gift rather than a job and what a
blessing that has been to me.
Christ Church and its people
have a special place in my heart.
Judith has hired a very competent and experienced person to be
the next parish administrator. I
feel very good about the person
who has been chosen and know
the day to day business of the
church will continue to operate
efficiently and move ahead.
Thank you for making my
years at CEC so special in so
many ways.
With fondness and love,
Cindy Peterson
His well never runs dry.
Thank you Cindy for
your service to
Christ Episcopal Church!

“...HE WHO
WATERS WILL
HIMSELF BE
WATERED.”Proverbs II
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BAPTISM

4/3

4/4

4/6
4/7
4/8

4/11
4/12

Kenneth Cline
Caroline Derryberry
Sophia Frassinelli
Claire Campbell
Bill McKenzie
David Reese
Angie Stewart
Josh Greenwell
Hallie Adams
Tyler Sleet
Thomas Hart
John Spraker
Ella Burch
Retta Poe
Bill Reidel
Jeffrey Prewitt
Nancy Heldman
Abby Watkins
Judy Adams
Jodene Clayton
Amanda Derryberry

4/13
4/14
4/17

4/19
4/21
4/22

4/25
4/26
4/27
4/29
4/30

Louise Gillock
Laren Carmichael
Pat Hildreth
Lukas Forbes
Anthony Frassinelli
Elizabeth Wirth
Madalyah Wilhoite
Linda Surface
Rhonda Linden
Dennis Dipert
Alicia Sleet
Savannah
Doolin-Crabtree
Elise Hughes
Rumsie Massey
Tommy Adams
Kathy Leonard
Ryan Hughes
Mia Greenwell
Laura Tucker

Ellie Rose Mills, daughter of
Emily & Clinton Mills and
granddaughter of Gail & Kevin
Brooks, was baptized at the Easter
Vigil on March 26, 2016, at Christ
Church.

BIRTHS
Brady Edward Riedel, son of Jessica & Stephen Riedel and grandson of Melinda & Bill Riedel, was
born March 2, 2016.
Sylas James Green Bursch, son of
Olivia and Nick Bursch, and
great-grandson of Johnnie Wilson,
was born March 10, 2016, in
Lubbock, TX

THANK YOU to everyone who helped make our
Easter celebrations and services special. Musicians,
decorators and liturgical servers you are a blessing.
Thank you for sharing your time and talents.
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CONGREGATIONAL VITALITY

Treasurer’s Report

Continued on page 11
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Christ Episcopal Church
1215 State Street
Bowling Green, KY 42101
Phone ~ 270-843-6563
Email: questions@cecbg.com
SERVICE TIMES
Sunday
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II
Wednesday
7:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
Thursday
Noon Healing Service
CLERGY
Interim Rector
The Rev. Judith Foster Reese
STAFF
Heath Harper ~ Parish Administrator
Laura Goodwin ~ Children’s Ed Director
Karen Crabtree ~ Youth Director
Ken Stein ~ Music Director
Terry DeHaven ~ Accountant.
Gary Reimer ~ Facilities Manager

VESTRY
2016
Chris Carmichael
Janet Grider
Larry McCraney
Rick Mitchell
2017
Laura Cohron
Janice Erbach
Laurie Joyce
Wayne Morin

2018
Pitt Derryberry
Hamp Moore
John Parker
Ann Puckett
SENIOR WARDEN
Chris Carmichael
JUNIOR WARDEN
Rick Mitchell

The deadline for the May 2016 edition of The Window will be April 18, 2016. Please send all your pictures, notices and articles to
Heath Harper at heath@cecbg.com. Please do not format your articles. You do not need to bold headlines.
Bolding times or dates within a paragraph is fine. Straight type in Arial 12 pt would be great. If there is a picture please indicate
what it is in (parenthesis) at the end of your article so the designer knows what to look for.

