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by The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas, Priest-in-Charge

An Advent Reflection

B

lessings sometimes
come wrapped with
bows. And sometimes
are plain in the original
packaging. The toys you
bring for the Christmas
Ingathering are the latter
but when distributed by
Holiday Express they will
be received as if the
richest paper and largest
bows adorned the gift. Gratitude that leads to generosity is at the heart of why we give freely of our time, talent, and treasure. Such gratitude is based upon the
realization that God gave first to us with the love that
makes life possible. As we approach the annual celebration of the ultimate manifestation of that love in the
Incarnation, the birth of Jesus Christ, we remember
how plain were the circumstances of that birth. Yet, as
we approach that love lying wrapped in simple cloths in

a manger, we see beyond the plain and
apprehend the glory that is both apparent
and to come.
And we also remember with great thanksgiving the
pain endured for us by this love. Passion that leads to
Resurrection and delivers the abundance we seek in
life is the essence of the expression “It is better to give
than to receive.” Gratitude begins with acknowledging
reception of a gift. When such a gift is recognized as
unmerited and consequently filled with grace, generosity of spirit and possessions naturally follows.
Blessings sometimes come wrapped in bows. The
blessing we celebrate at Christmas was wrapped in
simple cloths. The blessing we share throughout the
year is our response to the love made known to us in
Jesus Christ. When received by another, the love we
express as the Body of Christ through caring and giving is wrapped in generosity, a manifestation of the
richest paper and largest bow.

Advent Spaghetti Dinner
Sunday, December 6, 5 pm

J

oin your church family for an evening of great food,
fellowship, and happy songs as we prepare our
hearts for Christmas at one of our favorite church-wide
events.
The Children’s Chimes will accompany our Christmas
sing-along (thank you, Nancy!), and Chef Mauro will be
leading the kitchen staff (thank you, Mauro!). Please
bring a dessert if you are able. Suggested donation: $7
per person, or $25 per family.
See you at the Advent Spaghetti Dinner!

Visit the Christ Church Facebook page
and website for more great photos
Joyce and Ginny making wreaths at the Advent Workshop
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Christmas Concert
at Sacred Heart Cathedral in Newark
Wednesday, December 16th
Save the date and come to the concert at Sacred Heart Cathedral. Our chartered bus will leave Christ Church on
Wednesday, December 16th at 5:30 p.m. and will return by
10 p.m. Your donation of $10 per person will help pay for the
bus, and the concert is free. I hope you can join us for this
wonderful and memorable Christmas Celebration.
Please RSVP to joycewrightrn@gmail.com. Thank you!
Joyce Wright

An Advent Reminder
“The best way to prepare for the coming of
Christ is to never forget the presence of Christ.”

When I share this Advent expression, I am reminded of
an Advent seasonal blessing: “May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the
darkness from your path.” The past twelve
months at Christ Church began with a
sense of darkness that has clearly been
dissipated by the Sun of Righteousness.
Thank you Father Jack Belford for the
manner in which you cared for this parish.
Thank you Wardens and Vestry for stepping up and keeping faith while offering
hands-on leadership. Thank you Bishop
Stokes for making it possible for me to
serve as the Priest-in-Charge of a dynamic parish that kept a passion for caring for
the poor and distressed as a primary reason for being. This sense of mission is the
focus that made health possible.
Chuck Watson notes on page 4 of this issue of the eCrier how generosity has blessed the physical plant as
well as our commitment to ministry. My image, as we
continue this “practice year,” is that of a flywheel. The
smaller wheel, banded to a larger wheel, takes a lot of
energy to get the larger wheel moving. Over time, it

takes less effort to get the bigger wheel to generate a
considerable amount of ongoing energy. The Sunday
we celebrated First Intentional Communion was a day in
which the main church was filled almost to capacity.
People told me “this was like the old days.” Reaching
this capacity on an ongoing basis is what the larger flywheel will eventually generate. We still
need, however, to keep the smaller wheel
moving at a tremendous rate. One thing
that can slow this wheel down is how
much a shortfall of financial resources
weighs on our program and capabilities.
The investment the Diocese of New Jersey has made in Christ Church made it
possible for me to serve as your Priest-inCharge. We can minimize the financial
impact on our resurgent growth by closing
the gap on the deficit that is likely to occur
as we close the books on 2015. We are
blessed with reserves to keep us solvent
as Christ Church continues to rebound.
However, any additional financial contribution you make will keep the flywheel moving at the speed necessary to return to the days of a full
church.
Thank you for all you do. I am so grateful to serve as
your priest and pastor.
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Worship
Join us for worship:

●
●
●
●

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. in the Historic Church
Sundays at 8:00 a.m. in the Historic Church
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the Main Church (traditional music,
choir, and pipe organ)
Taizé Prayer and Holy Eucharist on the second Saturday of
each month, at 5:30 p.m. in the Historic Church.

Advent Worship & Events
Advent Spaghetti Dinner
Sunday, December 6, 5:00 p.m.
in the church Undercroft

Children’s Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 20, 10 a.m.
in the Main Church

The Greening of the Church
Wednesday, December 23, 5:30 p.m.
in the Main Church

Christmas Worship
Christmas Eve
Thursday, December 24
5:00 p.m. & 10 :00 p.m. in the Main Church
Special Music at 9:30 p.m.

Christmas Day
Friday, December 25, 10 a.m.
All Christmas liturgies will be held in the Main Church

December 12

I

f you are looking for a quiet,
peaceful worship experience, join
us for Taizé prayer and Holy Eucharist on Saturday, December 12th at
5:30 p.m. in the Historic Church.
Taizé is a meditative service
marked by significant periods of silence, meditation, and simple songs
in a candlelight setting.

Prayer Chain

P

lease email your confidential
prayer requests to
cc-prayerchain@verizon.net, or call
the church office if you do not have
email. Chris Ruland is coordinating
the group temporarily; please call
the church office if you would like to
coordinate or join the prayer team.

Scheduling Changes

T

he Church office will be closed
during Christmas week and will
reopen on Monday, January 4th,
2016. In the event of a pastoral
emergency, please contact Chris
Ruland at 848-218-1926
Please note, there will be only
one service for Christmas I: December 27th at 10 a.m. in the
Main Church. The 5:30 p.m. and 8
a.m. liturgies will resume on January 2 - 3, 2016.
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Stewardship Update

O

nce again there is excitement and joy at Christ Church.
New members are joining. Our Sunday school is growing. Physical improvements are being accomplished.
There is a sense of love and connection between parishioners, which was especially made evident in the successful Calico Fair. The Thanksgiving Ingathering was a great success,
and the Christmas toy collection is coming up this week.
All of these activities are ways that we fulfill our mission: The
Church's task is not to simply minister to its own members,
the task is to become a channel for ministering to the needs of
all people in the name of the Gospel.
The vestry is getting ready to work on a budget for next year
and I am sure you can see the connection between our mission and our budget. We cannot budget for programs that we
do not have a financial commitment for.
If you have not yet made a pledge of financial support for next
year I ask that you prayerfully consider doing so.

The newly painted front doors of the main church

Pat Robertson, Vestry for Stewardship

2015 Budget

I

n the last month of our 2015 Budget many things
stand out. The good news is that we are fairly
close to budget. The bad news is that we announced at the February Annual Meeting that we
are budgeting to be short $24,000 after budgeting
a $20,000 income from the Calico Fair. So we are
faced with dipping into our reserves here at the end
of the year.
The blessing of blessings for Christ Church would
be that some of our expected shortfall could be
reduced by donors this month. We are blessed as
a congregation family and we are growing as a
community. In recent months many of our generous parishioners have made Christ Church a safer
and more beautiful holy ground to worship and attract new members. Recently we have added new
sidewalks, steps, landscaping, and windows. We
have also repaired and painted our front door, the
nursery, and the Narthex. There is a new exciting
buzz at Christ Church.
The future looks bright, but in December we’re
looking for a blessing.
Chuck Watson, Vestry for Finance

Send Us Your Selfie!

I

t’s time for a new church family directory. We
thought it would be interesting and fun to ask everyone to send us a selfie, which we will compile and
print right here. Please send your selfie to: christchurchselfie@yahoo.com. And be on the lookout for
“Selfie Sunday!”
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Children’s Christmas Pageant

O

n December 20th during the 10:00 liturgy, Christ
Church Sunday school children will present a
Christmas Pageant. All children are welcome. We will
need non-speaking actors to play shepherds, sheep,
angels, and wise men. We also will need parents to
keep an eye on our young actors and help them move
on cue.
There will be two practices for the pageant. The first
practice will be on Sunday December 13th after
church. The children will receive their costumes to take
home. We will also block out the scenes at this first
practice. At the second practice, on Saturday December 19th at 1:00 PM we will have our dress rehearsal

and run through the skit a few times.
If your children are interested please
leave a message with Christine at the church
office 732-671-2524 or come to the practice after
church on December 13 and sign up then.
The children will also be ringing the chimes at the beginning of the 5:00 PM Christmas Eve service. For
planning purposes, please let me know if your children
will be available to ring on Christmas Eve. My email is
acatmom@aol.com or phone 732 566-6815.
Thank you!
Nancy Coffin, Choir Director

Attention, Acolytes!
Save the Date: February 13, 2016

T

he 16th Annual Acolyte Festival will be held at
Trinity Cathedral in Trenton on Saturday, February
13, 2016 from 9:30 am to 3:30 pm. All acolytes are
encouraged to attend this exciting and informative
event.
All children and youths 4th grade and up are welcome
to join our awesome team of acolytes.
Please speak to Father Bill or contact Peter Schabert
at 732-275-6152 or p_schabert@yahoo.com for more
information.
Thank you!

Eucharistic Ministers
Eucharistic Ministers administer the cup of Holy Communion during worship. Please contact John Marione,
schedule coordinator, at jpmarione@gmail.com if you
are interested in serving our worship in this way.

Coffee Hour Hosts
Sign up to host coffee hour-- it’s easy and it’s fun!
The sign-up sheet is located on the Undercroft bulletin board. Please consider being a part of this important ministry of hospitality. Thank you!
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Family Promise News

M

any thanks to all the volunteers who helped us
serve our homeless brothers and sisters in
2015! You’ve been flexible about last minute changes,
and willing to fill in as needs arise. We could not do it
without you. I especially thank our “sub-coordinators,”
Erna Sottile for evening hosts, Pauline Dawson for dinner providers, Mary Watson for overnight hosts, Linda
Barth for pantry supplies and Tom Warren for linens.
Ronnie Warren has been a wonderful co-coordinator
who makes work fun, and my husband Don has worked
with Tom, Ronnie and me to set up and tear down each
rotation. Thank you, one and all!
2016 will be another active year. Our four hosting
weeks are Jan. 17-24, April 10-17, June 5-12, and Oct.
23-30. Please note the 2016 dates and consider how
you might help. Many hands make light work. With
many, you may only be needed 2-3 times per year if
you prefer. I will offer volunteer training in early January, so please let me know.

After years of faithful service, two of our “subcoordinators” are retiring: Erna Sottile and Mary Watson. They’ve done great work, and we’ve been blessed
to have them! Melinda Rudnicki will take Erna’s place
as evening host coordinator effective in April. Thank
you, Melinda!
We need a new overnight host coordinator. It’s not a
hard job (it was once mine!). It only comes up 4-5
times per year, and it showed me God’s grace at work.
I often thought I’d be spending 2-3 nights at church for
lack of volunteers, yet every time last-minute volunteers
appeared! It made me feel I belonged where I was.
Please let me know if you’d like to serve.
Our sub-coordinators and I will be reaching out shortly
to start filling our January volunteer spots, so please
consider when and how you’d like to serve.
Thank you again for making God’s call to love our
neighbors tangible here at Christ Church!
Barbara Garrity, Family Promise Co-Coordinator

Visit the Family Promise of Monmouth County website for more information,
or if you wish to make a donation. Help end homelessness in Monmouth County.

COG Household Goods Drive

E

ach month throughout the year, we’ve collected a
different item to fill the shopping list of cleaning
products for distribution to the families receiving assistance from the Calico Cupboard pantry. Special thanks
to Cub Scout Pack 205 from Nut Swamp Elementary

Seamen’s Church Institute

School, for helping us pack and deliver forty-three bags
of household goods to the Calico Pantry.
Thank you so much for your support!
Joyce Wright, Coordinator

Donate a Used Car

T

hank you to everyone who donated to the Seamen's
Church Institute Christmas at Sea Program this past
year. We collected five boxes of unopened and unused
sample sized toiletries. These will given to mariners at
sea as part of their Christmas gifts from SCI.
We will continue to collect throughout the year so remember to leave room in your vacation luggage for the
hotel samples. Please put your toiletries in a bag
marked SCI and place in the red wagons. Thank you.
Erna Sottile

and help a local person in need

L

ove In the Name of Christ (Love INC) gives cars to
verified needy people in Monmouth County that
desperately need transportation. There is no other program that we offer that changes lives as quickly as
providing a car. The donor will receive a tax deduction
for the full fair market value of the car. If you would like
to make a difference for one of our local neighbors in
need please call 732-542-7012, ext. 3.

The Church Crier

December 2015

Page 8

Holiday Outreach Projects
Christmas Toy Ingathering: December 5-6

O

ur Christmas Toy Ingathering of new, unwrapped toys for all ages will occur at
all services on December 5th and 6th. This year the Outreach Committee has
decided to share our Ingathering with the ministry of Holiday Express, a non-profit
organization of more than 1,700 volunteers, including 150 musicians.
This year marks the 23rd season of the Holiday Express ministry, when it will travel to
a record 81 locations, delivering music, food, gifts, financial support, and friendship to
those in need. They visit the mentally and physically ill, the homeless, the hungry, the
disabled, and so many others. "We will give out 20,000 gift bags this season. No one
leaves empty handed," says Holiday Express founder, Tim McLoone. For more information visit their website at holidayexpress.org.
We hope you will help us share the love of Christ with those in need this Christmas
season through the Toy Ingathering donated to the ministry of Holiday Express.
Thanks!
Tom Warren for the Christ Church Outreach Committee

Outreach Coffee Sale

T

his is your last opportunity to place an order for delicious fresh-roasted coffee for
our final Outreach Coffee Sale of the year: Place your orders by December 6th,
for delivery on December 12 or 19th at the latest. The popular Christmas Blend and
Gourmet Hot Chocolate will be available, and are ideal gifts. All profits benefit Christ
Church Outreach projects, helping those in need. Thank you!

A Calico Christmas
The Calico Food Pantry & Cupboard gives gift cards to their food pantry families for
Christmas. Each family will receive a $25 gift card for each child, and a Shop Rite gift
card for $25 -$50 per family for food. We are collecting $25 gift cards for Sears, Target, Old Navy, or Kmart. Checks should be made payable to C.O.G., Inc; donations
are needed by December 13th. Please place your donations in an envelope marked
“Calico Christmas” and send it to Christ Church or place in the collection plate.
Thanks for your support!

Thanksgiving Ingathering

T

hank you to everyone for your great response to provide a special holiday meal to
local families in need. We were able to provide forty-seven complete baskets for
distribution through the Center for Community Renewal at St. Mark’s Church in
Keansburg, along with four boxes of extra food items for their pantry ministry. Special
thanks to all who helped sort and packed: Judy Forys, Lou Friedersdorff, Rita
Grootenboer, Maria & Frank Kerfoot, Bruce Shower, and Ronnie & Tom Warren.

The Church Crier

December 2015

Page 9

Notes on Confirmation
Adult Preparation
Please let me know if you would like to become a formal member of
Christ Church (and the Episcopal Church) via the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Each adult entering this approach to Christian Formation will be equipped with a
copy of Jesus Was an Episcopalian (and you can be one too!) by Chris Yaw. I need
to know how many copies to buy. Please contact me via text at 252-876-6841 or
email at williamcarlthomas@gmail.com to let me know of your interest. We’ll gather
for our first meeting on Wednesday, January 13, 2016 at 7:00 pm in the Library. Future meetings will be scheduled once I have a better idea of everyone’s availability.
You can watch videos based on Jesus Was an Episcopalian (and you can be one
too!) at jesuswasanepiscopalian.org.

Teen Preparation
Teens who seek to affirm the promises made at Holy Baptism via the Sacrament of
Confirmation will be given copies of the book My Faith, My Life: A Teen’s Guide to
the Episcopal Church by Jenifer Gamber during the 10:00 liturgy on Sunday, December 13, 2015. The schedule for Confirmation preparation was printed in the November e-Crier and may be found on the Youth Confirmation page of the parish
website.

Mentors Sought

M

entors will support the Teens as they prepare to make
the decision to be confirmed. According to Jenifer
Gamber, “A mentor is a mature, faithful Christian who can
share his or her own faith journey with youth and explore
faith questions without predetermined answers.” The Leader’s Guide for My Faith, My Life is a resource with which I
will supply each Mentor along with a copy of the book the
teens will use. Mentors will be placed in relationship with no
more than three teens of the same gender. The Mentors will
also be organized into three groups. Each group will present
two of the six Sunday lessons (after 10:00 am worship) using the suggestions from the Leader’s Guide. My role is to
mentor the Mentors and also serve as the retreat leader.
Mentors will be encouraged to participate in the Nightwatch
at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City,
attend the retreat, and present their mentees during the
Great Vigil of Easter and when Bishop Stokes presides during his visitation. Please contact me via text at 252-8766841 or email at williamcarlthomas@gmail.com to let me
know of your interest. The schedule for Confirmation preparation was printed in the November e-Crier and may be
found on the Youth Confirmation page of the parish website.

Bishop’s Visitation April 13, 2016

M

ark your calendars and save the date! The
Rt. Rev. William “Chip” Stokes, Bishop of
New Jersey, will visit Christ Church, Middletown,
on Wednesday, April 13, 2016. If you would like
to be Confirmed, Received into the Episcopal
Church, or Reaffirm your Baptismal vows, please
speak to Father Bill.
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Christian Formation for Children & Youth
Thank You, Teachers!

T

hank you to all of our church school teachers! We are
very grateful to each one of you for the energy and love
you have brought to our children in the church school classrooms week after week. Thank you for sharing your faith!

Godly Play
Cindy McCormack
Christine Stockhausen
Theresa Tuttle

Holy Moly

Register
for Church School or Youth Group
Click here to register your
children for Church School now.
Church School classes meet at 10:00 am
on the second floor of the Education Wing.
Click here to register your teens
for Youth Group now.
Youth Group meets as announced
for special projects and regular meetings.
Regular meetings are held Sundays
at 9 am in the Youth Lounge .

Stop Hunger Now

T

hank you to all who donated their time
and/or treasure to the Stop Hunger Now
event on Saturday, November 14, 2015.
Christ Church had over a dozen volunteers
led by Sandra Casci, who joined with about
75 others to package 20,009 meals to be
sent to those in need around the world.
Christ Church members raised over $500
to help purchase these meals. Thanks to
Beverly Scarano from Middletown Reformed Church for organizing the event
with two local Lions Clubs, and the Middletown United Methodist Church for hosting the event.
Cindy McCormack, Youth Leader

Stephanie Faulkner
Cheryl Strom
Trish Thurman
Theresa Tuttle

Spark Activate Faith
Craig Jantz

Youth Group
Cindy McCormack

Volunteer to Teach Church School
Church School teachers are appreciated and needed!
Please contact Cindy McCormack or Christine Ruland at the
Christ Church office if you can help. Thank you!
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Centering Prayer

B

e still and know God in the Centering
Prayer form. Contemplative Prayer
meets on Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Library. No experience is necessary, all are
welcome.

Women’s Study Group

T
Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry

he Women’s Study Group meets every
Tuesday from 10:30 a.m. to noon. The
group is now reading Crazy Christians: A
Call to Follow Jesus, written by our dynamic new Presiding Bishop, Michael B. Curry.
All women are welcome to join this friendly
group.

Thank you to the parents of our First Intentional Communion Class for hosting our celebration on November 15th. Special thanks to
DJ Jake (Darryl Jacobsen) for providing music, and to Colette Jacobsen for coordinating the
event.

We welcome Jack Alan Clifford
to the Body of Christ
through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Jack, grand-nephew of John Marione, was baptized in
Historic Christ Church on Saturday, November 28, 2015
at the 5:30 liturgy.
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Clergy, Staff, & Vestry
Priest-in-Charge
The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas

“Like” us on Facebook

Assistant Clergy

Click on the icon, or log on to the
Christ Church Facebook page at

The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton

www.facebook.com/christchurchmiddletown.

Music
Nancy Coffin, Choir Director
Marilyn Brace, Organist

Weekly Worship Schedule

Parish Administrator
Christine Ruland
732-671-2524;
christchurchmiddletown@verizon.net

●
●
●
●

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. in the Historic Church
Taizé Worship (2nd Saturday of each month)
Sundays at 8 a.m. in the Historic Church
Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Main Church

Sexton
Jordan Sisolak

Small Group Schedule

Nursery Care
Samantha Rossnagel

Contemplative Prayer—Tuesdays 9:30 am
Women’s Study Group—Tuesdays 10:30 am
Bell Choir Rehearsal Thursdays 6:30 pm
Adult Choir Rehearsal Thursdays 7:30 pm

Wardens
Barbara Garrity
Cynthia McCormack

Parish Officers
Paul Dawson, Pauline Dawson, Treasurers
Jane Foran, Vestry Clerk

Vestry
Sandra Casci, Worship
Kim Schuler, New Membership
Joyce Wright, Existing Membership
Tom Warren, Outreach
Chuck Watson, Finance & Administration
Pat Robertson, Stewardship
Robert Wilson, Buildings and Grounds
Jane Foran, Communications

Support Group Schedule
in the undercroft
Sundays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous
Tuesdays, 8 pm—Narcotics Anonymous
Wednesdays, 7:30 pm—Cocaine Anonymous
Thursdays, 8 pm—Nar-anon
Fridays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous
4th Saturday of the month, (excluding holiday
weekends) 8:30—11:30 am Job Search Networking

Feline in Residence
Sylvia, D. EoT

90 Kings Highway ● Middletown, NJ 07748 ● 732.671.2524
www.christchurchmiddletown.org

