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A t 7pm, Wednesday, April 13, Bishop William “Chip” Stokes visited Christ Church 

Middletown to Confirm, Receive, and Reaffirm Baptismal Vows of twenty-four 

members of our church family. Blessings and congratulations to our Youth Confirm-

ands:  Julia Rita Draganoff, Kyle Mitchell Faulkner, Michael Thayer Faulkner, Catalina 

Rose Ferraro, Dalia Christine Habiby, Ethan Floyd Hood, Andrew James King, Mat-

thew Marc McKinley, Christopher John Ruggeri, Paige Elizabeth Ruggeri, Anna Cath-

erine Schuler, Hope Christina Stypinski, Jack Shaw Thurman, Jack Davis Van Sant, 

James Matthew Van Sant, and Leo Marco Van Sant; Adult Confirmands: Nancy Mar-

garet Coffin, Franklin Webb Kerfoot III, Joseph Edward Matusewski, Sr.; those who 

were Received into the Episcopal Church: Michelle Marie DeGennaro, Maria Glory 

Kerfoot, Mary-Ann Rose Matusewski, and Robin Simunovich; and Erna Lindoerfer Sot-

tile, who Reaffirmed Baptismal Vows; and Christina A. Alfano and Jeanine Elana Ree-

man from our sister parish, Christ Church, Shrewsbury. 

Thank you to Susan and Bishop Stokes, our own clergy The Rev. Dr. William Carl 

Thomas and The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton; Mother Lisa Sauber Mitchell and The Rev. 

Dcn. Victoria Cuff from Christ Church Shrewsbury; and The Rev. Dcn. Karen Reeman, 

St. James Eatontown.  And finally, thank you to Candi Carl, and all of the parents of 

the youth Confirmands for the lovely reception which followed this inspiring liturgy.   

http://www.christchurchmiddletown.org
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown
http://www.dioceseofnj.org/
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Deep Church Musings by The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas, Priest-in-Charge 

 You have no doubt noticed the two 

graphics on this page with the overarching slogan, 

“The Holy Umbrellas Through Which God’s Grace 

Reigns.” The spiritual pun is intended and the um-

brellas serve as a visual reminder of how we or-

ganize goals and the principles that guide our de-

cisions into useful and understandable groupings.  

 Last fall I called the 2015 / 2016 program 

year as our “Practice Year.” What really occurred 

has been a time of deepening relationships with 

God and one another in the spirit of the saying, 

“We belong to one another. Together, with God’s help, we can make one 

another stronger.” We also renewed many programs, the grounds, and, to 

some degree, the buildings in our care. From First Intentional Communion, 

Sampling EfM, the Confirmation program, the continued commitment to 

Outreach (Family Promise, St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen, Brighton Gardens, 

astounding levels of financial giving both local and around the world), to the 

vitality within worship and fellowship, Christ Church is alive! 

 This coming year, I anticipate a deeper commitment to spiritual for-

mation as we follow-thru on the promise of the past year. This follow-thru 

will consolidate the energies of our renewal into an organizational infra-

structure that guides the relationships as we share mission and ministry in 

this corner of the Jesus Movement. Look for the various ministries of the 

parish to find lay-led, clergy supported outcomes under the various Holy 

Umbrellas that overarch each area of ministry (often called portfolios).  

 And we need to also keep an eye on the Means and Method by 

which we experience financial as well as programmatic health. We can’t 

wait until next year as the Means (how we fund) and the Method (how we 

execute) need to be explored by members beyond those who serve on the 

Vestry.  Be ready to listen for God’s call as you find the Holy Umbrella (or 

Umbrellas) that are in harmony with your spiritual gifts. Part of my work in 

the area of formation will be to help you better understand those gifts in light 

of your understanding of how you can be more completely who God created 

you to be. 

 And that brings me to the other graphic. The Rule of Saint Benedict, 

which you have heard me mention this past year, is a foundational ap-

proach to living in community. The guiding principles of this ancient Chris-

tian practice reverberate through our Book of Common Prayer. I look for-

ward to exploring this rule more deeply with you. 

 Finally, on behalf of Edna Marie and myself (which is why our pic-

ture is found on this page), thank you for this past year. Your welcome and 

willingness to share the love found in Jesus Christ has made this year fly 

by!  
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Prayer Chain 

P lease email your confidential prayer requests 

to: cc-prayerchain@verizon.net, or call the 

church office if you do not have email.  Chris 

Ruland is coordinating the group temporarily; 

please call the church office if you would like to 

coordinate or join the prayer team. 

Taizé & Holy Eucharist Saturday, May 14 

I f you are looking for a quiet, peaceful worship 

experience, join us for Taizé prayer and Holy 

Eucharist on Saturday, May 14th at 5:30 pm in the 

Historic Church.   

Taizé is a meditative service marked by significant 

periods of silence, meditation, and simple songs in 

a candlelight setting.  

Worship 

Summer in the  

AIR CONDITIONED 

Historic Church! 

Y es, you read the headline correctly. The Historic 
Church will be air conditioned this summer.  Some 

simple direct wiring provides the current for the interior 
a/c units. This means we can worship year round at 
5:30 pm on Saturday, 8:00 am and 10:00 am on Sun-
days. The summer worship schedule in the Historic 
Church begins over the first weekend in June and con-
tinues through Labor Day in early September.  Music 
will be part of the 10:00 am Holy Eucharist.  Taizé will 
continue on the second Saturday of the month. 

Condolences to Truscott family, on the passing of 

Betty’s mother, Toshiko Rolle, who passed over into 

eternal life on March 19, 2016.  Please hold the fami-

ly in prayer, especially Betty, her husband Marty, and 

their daughter Becky.  

 

Condolences to the Tuttle family, on the passing of 

Theresa’s father, Archie Blackburn, who passed over 

into eternal life on April 10, 2016. Please hold the 

family in prayer, especially Theresa, her husband 

Chris, and their daughters Amelia and Lucy. 

 

We regret to announce the death of Bill Bryant, who 

passed over into eternal life on Tuesday, May 3, 

2016. In lieu of flowers, donations in Bill’s memory 

may be made to Christ Church, Middletown.  

Parish News 
Recently Departed Loved Ones 

All three weekly services of Holy Eucharist 

will continue in the Historic Church this 

summer: 

● 5:30 pm Saturdays 

● 8:00 am Sundays 

● 10:00 am Sundays 

On Sunday, May 1st, we gave thanks and celebrated 

the first anniversary of Father Bill and Edna Marie 

Thomas’ arrival at Christ Church.  Thank you, Bill & 

Edna Marie! 
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W e have been blessed by the skill and knowledge of organist 

Marilyn Brace for more than two decades. Based on Marilyn's 

prayerful decision to retire on Memorial Day Weekend, we will cele-

brate her profound gifts on Sunday, May 22nd with a special coffee 

hour presented by the choir.  

If you would like to contribute to a purse for Marilyn as an expres-

sion of our love and appreciation of her many years of service, 

please make checks payable to Christ Church with “Marilyn Purse” 

on the memo line by Sunday, May 15th.   

Marilyn Brace announces her retirement 

Marilyn Brace 

George Murphy 

I  am pleased to announce the 

appointment of George Mur-

phy as Organist of Christ 

Church effective July 1, 2016. 

A committee chaired by Vestry 

Member for Worship Sandra 

Casci assisted in vetting 

George’s skill. We will be 

blessed! George will work with 

Choir Director Nancy Coffin in 

much the same manner as 

Marilyn.  

May 8th is  

“Selfie Sunday!” 

F or those of us who may be 

reluctant to take selfies, 

Wynsie Chan Bailey has of-

fered to step in and help!  She 

will be ready to snap your pic-

ture before or after the 8 and 

10 am liturgies on May 8th. 

Thank you, Wynsie!   

These photos will be used in 

creating a new church directo-

ry.  If you already have a favor-

ite photo, or would like to send 

us your selfie, please email 

your photo to:  

christchurchselfie@yahoo.com.  Wynsie Chan 

Parish News 

O n April 22nd, Robert Wilson, 

Bruce Schower, and Father Bill 

joined with the traffic engineers from 

Monmouth County to make a 

presentation before the Historic 

Sites Council of the State of New 

Jersey concerning our support for a 

traffic light at the corner of Kings 

Highway and Church Street. The 

Council approved the request which 

is funded by Monmouth County. The 

traffic light will be a matte black. 

ADA crosswalks will make for safe 

crossing from our parking lot. The 

curbing and paving that rearranges 

the traffic flow will also beautify the 

front area of our church campus. 

New curbing and sidewalks are part 

of the proposal. Yea! 

Your signatures helped make 

the new traffic light a reality!  

Welcome, George! 
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W e have shared some remarkable mo-

ments with our youth this year, including 

a beautiful First Intentional Communion Sun-

day and the recent Confirmation of sixteen 

young parishioners by Bishop Stokes. We are 

all called to make a positive difference in the 

lives of those around us. Each Sunday at 

Christ Church, our team of church school 

teachers creates a lasting foundation of faith 

in the lives of young Christians. Please con-

sider joining us in this important ministry with 

teachers needed at all levels, from Pre-K 

through our young adult program.  If you are 

interested in joining our team please call me 

or Christine Ruland in the church office. We 

look forward to talking with you about the 

growth of our program and your potential role 

in this ministry. Thank you.  

Cindy McCormack 

Save the Dates for 

Vacation Bible School 

August 15-19, 9:30 am—12 noon 

Vacation Bible School will be held right here at Christ 

Church, Monday through Friday, August 15 through 19.   

This summer’s VBS takes us to ancient Egypt!  You’ll ex-

plore Pharaoh’s palace, experience thrilling “real-life” dra-

mas, play exciting games, sample tasty snacks, and hear 

unforgettable music.  Plus, you’ll meet lots of new friends!   

All children from Pre-K to 5th Grade are welcome to at-

tend—grandchildren, friends, cousins, neighbors, everyone! 

Register now on the Christ Church website.  It’s easy! 

Vacation Bible School is presented in partnership with Mid-

dletown Reformed Church.  There is no charge to attend; a 

free-will offering will be taken each day to offset the cost of 

the program.  

Students, this is a great opportunity to serve our church and 

gain community service hours for school applications at the 

same time! Please contact Chris Ruland (732-671-2524 or 

christchurchmiddletown@verizon.net) or Nancy Coffin (732-

566-6815 or acatmom@aol.com). Thank you! 

Teachers and Teen Helpers Needed for VBS For all Children 

Pre-K—Grade 5 

Share Your Faith: 

Volunteer to teach church school 

Cindy McCormack & the Godly Play class 

Christian Formation 
for children & youth 

http://www.christchurchmiddletown.org/#/christian-formation
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Centering Prayer 

C ontemplative Prayer meets Tuesdays at 

9:30 a.m. in the church Library.  Be still 

and know God in the Centering Prayer form.  All 

are welcome. 

T he Women’s Study Group meets every 

Tuesday from 10:30 am to noon. During 

Lent, Father Bill facilitated our learning about 

what it means to practice our faith as Episco-

palians. One of our regulars, Marty Lynch, has 

“the book” from which she offers a passage of 

scripture and a meditation. All women are wel-

come to join this friendly group. 

Women’s Study Group 

 

The Big Meet builds out our Mentor program. 

M entors, Parents, and Confirmands (our older teenage youth) will meet with Father Bill in 
the Undercroft on Wednesday, May 11th from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. Cheese Pizza from 

Pasquales III will be served. The Big Meet is designed to bring clarity to our Mentor / Mentee 
programs we begin to plan our 2016 / 2017 activities: 

● Nightwatch at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine 
● The Pilgrimage 
● Study (Bible, Spirituality) 
● Service 
● Fun 

During The Big Meet, mentors, mentees, parents, and the Priest-in-Charge will sign a Mentor / 
Mentee agreement that explains the expectations, roles, and boundaries of this relationship. 
We will also meet in Mentor / Mentee groups as the parents will meet with Father Bill to organ-
ize a parental support system that includes providing meals, travel, and program support.   

Father Bill 

Education for Ministry news 

O ur meetings for “Sampling EFM” held April 18th and May 4th were a great success.  In addi-
tion to several members of the Christ Church family, people from neighboring congrega-

tions, Episcopal and otherwise, joined our introductory sessions.  

With this positive outcome, I will be offering two EfM groups beginning in September.  Since my 
traveling grandmother duties often take me away either late in any given week and don’t return 
me to Middletown until Monday or Tuesday, our meetings will be on Wednesdays.  The daytime 
meeting will be from 11:00-1:30 (as I have another commitment from 9:15-10:30 on Wednes-
days).  We will eat a “bring your own bag lunch” during our break time.  The evening group will 
meet from 6:00-8:30 which includes what has become known as “EFM’s awesome snacks” at 
break.   

There is room for additional participants. Commitments and registrations are due June 15th.  
Please see me at church or contact me at ednamariethomas@gmail.com or at 252-876-6843 if 
you would like to learn more.   

Edna Marie Thomas 

Christian Formation 

Father Bill with the Women’s Study Group 
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Thank you for your Lenten Alms 

Our Lenten Alms for 2016 benefits the Emer-

gency Assistance Fund of the Community Out-

reach Group (COG, Inc.).  We collected a total 

of $2120 for our neighbors in need.   

The EAF helps alleviate some of the financial 

burdens of low income families in our area, pre-

venting hunger, utility shut-offs and homeless-

ness in the Middletown area.  

W e are collecting unopened, unused, sample-sized toilet-

ries for SCI’s Christmas at Sea program.  The collec-

tion will continue throughout the year, so please remember to 

leave room in your vacation luggage for the hotel samples.  

Please put your toiletries in a bag marked SCI and place in 

the red wagons.  Thank you!  

Erna Sottile 

Seamen’s Church Institute  

COG Household Goods Drive 

I n May we’re collecting two boxes of facial tissues for each 

of the 40 Calico Cat Pantry families.  Please place your do-

nations in the Little Red Wagon located at the entrance to ei-

ther church. Thanks so much for your help! 

Outreach 

T he dinner will honor Dorothea Bongiovi, founder of JBJ 

Soul Kitchen, which treats our guests to dinner every Fri-

day evening.   

Our parish is a founding member of Family Promise Mon-

mouth County (FPMC), a non-profit, community-wide pro-

gram that provides emergency shelter, meals, preserves dig-

nity and promotes self-sufficiency. Since opening its doors in 

July 2001 – with Christ Church as the inaugural host congre-

gation! - FPMC has served more than 220 families. In 2015, 

FPMC provided shelter, meals and case management to 21 

families, including 29 children, 17 of whom were under age 

5. Of the 18 families which graduated from the program, 15 

(83%) moved to permanent and one into transitional hous-

ing.   

Last year more than 30 of us and our friends attended the 

FPMC gala from this Christ Church community. It would be 

wonderful if we can do as well or even better this year! Tick-

ets are $100 each and can be purchased by credit card 

through the FPMC website, https://familypromisemc.org, or 

by check through me. In addition, FPMC is seeking both pri-

vate and corporate sponsors at a wide range of levels. If you 

are interested in a tax-deductible sponsorship, please let me 

know. 

Thank you for all you have done to serve our homeless 

neighbors.  Now let’s celebrate our first 15 years! 

Barbara Garrity 

Mark your calendar for FPMC’s fundraiser 

dinner on Thursday, May 19, 6 PM 

 

Christ Church hosts Family 

Promise June 5—11 

C hrist Church will next host our Family 

Promise guests from June 5-11. For more 

information, please contact Barbara Garrity at 

732-888-7736 or bgarresq@aol.com. 
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Priest-in-Charge 
The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas 
252-876-6841 
williamcarlthomas@gmail.com 

Assistant Clergy 
The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton 

Music 
Nancy Coffin, Choir Director 
Marilyn Brace, Organist 

Parish Administrator 
Christine Ruland 
732-671-2524 
christchurchmiddletown@verizon.net 

Sexton 
Jordan Sisolak 

Nursery Care 
Samantha Rossnagel 

Wardens 
Cynthia McCormack 
Barbara Garrity 

Parish Officers 
Paul Dawson, Pauline Dawson, Treasurers 
Jane Foran, Vestry Clerk 

Vestry 
Sandra Casci, Worship  
Kim Schuler, New Membership 
Joyce Wright,  Existing Membership 
Marty Truscott, Outreach  
Clint Badal, Finance & Administration 
Pat Robertson, Stewardship 
Robert Wilson, Buildings and Grounds 
Jane Foran, Communications 

Clergy, Staff, & Vestry 

Sundays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tuesdays, 8 pm—Narcotics Anonymous 
Wednesdays, 7:30 pm—Cocaine Anonymous 
Thursdays, 8 pm—Nar-anon 
Fridays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous 
4th Saturday of the month, (excluding holiday 

weekends) 8:30—11:30 am Job Search Net-
working 

Support Group Schedule 

in the undercroft 

Small Group Schedule 

Contemplative Prayer—Tuesdays 9:30 am 
Women’s Study Group—Tuesdays 10:30 am 
Bell Choir Rehearsal—Thursdays 6:30 pm 
Adult Choir Rehearsal—Thursdays 7:30 pm 
Men’s Group—Saturdays 7:30 am at Panera Bread 

Click on the icon, or log on to the  

Christ Church Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/christchurchmiddletown. 

“Like” us on Facebook 

Weekly Worship Schedule 

● Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. in the Historic Church 

● Taizé Worship (2nd Saturday of each month) 

● Sundays at 8 a.m. in the Historic Church 

● Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Main Church 
 (during the summer, beginning in June, this 

service will take place in the Historic Church) 

90 Kings Highway  ●  Middletown, NJ 07748  ●  732.671.2524 

www.christchurchmiddletown.org 

 

http://www.facebook.com/christchurchmiddletown
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown

