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Over forty students and twenty teen helpers attended this week’s Egypt themed Vacation Bible
School. Many thanks to all the coordinators and teachers who worked so hard to make the
program a successful and fun week for everyone. Special thanks to all the parents and grandparents for entrusting us with your wonderful children who learned more about the truth of
God’s faithfulness through our VBS program this summer. More great pictures on page 6-7.

Return to the Main Church on
September 11th

T

he summer’s heat seemed more bearable
in the air-conditioned Historic Church, and
we hope that everyone enjoyed the casual
intimacy of having refreshments the Summer
Lounge. As cooler weather is expected
soon, it’s time to return to the Main Church
for 10 am liturgies on the weekend following
Labor Day. Nursery care will be moved to
“Jimmy’s Room,” in close proximity to the
Main Church sanctuary. Coffee hour will take
place in the Undercroft. See you in church!
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Deep Church Musings

Late Summer 2016

by The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas, Priest-in-Charge

“What Makes Our Church Our Church?”
Please be thinking (and perhaps writing) in response to the question, “What
makes our church my church?” Your thoughts (and prayers) are integral as we
discern just what comes next, with God’s help, in and through Christ Church
Middletown.

The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas

Using the overall theme of What Makes Our Church Our Church, we will explore how we respond to God’s delight to be intimately involved in our lives
through a Spiritual Life Inventory survey (SLI). This survey will be offered online
for three weeks beginning September 11th (as well as on paper for those who
prefer to stay away from computer screens). RenewalWorks, a component of
Forward Movement (the people who publish Forward Day by Day), will compile
the data for our use over four workshop meetings to be held during the fall and
finishing just before Annual Meeting in January 2017. Look for an email with a
link for you to take the survey.

If you write a short answer to the question, “What makes our church my church?” (which I hope you will do), we
will publish the answers in a magazine style booklet entitled What Makes Our Church Our Church. This booklet
will also include three budgets: 1) an update on our 2016 expenditures; 2) a possible 2017 budget based on
2016 norms; 3) a “visionary” budget that expresses what we could do if funded at the optimal level what we
sense God is calling us to do. We’ll use the initial “visionary” budget as a discussion guide during our workshops.
It will be interesting to see how close we come in matching our answers to the SLI to our financial commitment.
After the congregation takes the SLI survey, you will have the opportunity to come to four workshops, each addressing a specific question, each with a specific purpose and outcome. The workshops will be facilitated by
skilled members of our parish family.



Workshop #1: “Where Have We Been?”
Held after church (11:30 pm to 1:30 pm) on Sunday October 9, 2016 and repeated on Wednesday October 12, 2016 from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm.



Workshop #2: “Where Are We Now?”
Held after church (11:30 pm to 1:30 pm) on Sunday October 30, 2016 and
repeated on Wednesday November 2, 2016 from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm.



Workshop #3: “Where Do We Feel Called to Go?”
Held after church (11:30 pm to 1:30 pm) on Sunday November 13, 2016 and
repeated on Wednesday November 16, 2016 from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm.



Workshop #4: “How Do We Get There?”
Held after church (11:30 pm to 1:30 pm) on Sunday January 22, 2017 and
repeated on Wednesday January 25, 2017 from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm.
● This workshop is very much an extended pre-Annual Meeting.
● Annual Meeting will follow on the next Sunday, January 29, 2017 and
will be held between Sunday liturgies.

And be sure that we have your picture for the parish directory we plan to publish in September. Knowing what
everyone looks like is a great way to share What Makes Our Church Our Church. Send a picture to christchurchselfie@yahool.com.
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Concerning Our Worship
on Sunday, September 11, 2016

T

hirty-seven Middletown, New Jersey residents lost their lives on
September 11, 2001 at the World Trade Center. We begin our worship on this day in silence followed by the sound of our bell in the Historic Church. Our bell will ring one time for each of the thirty-seven,
one time for each of the fifteen years that have passed, and three
times to remember the power of the love made known in the Trinity:
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This love makes it possible for us to
live the words found in the prayers offered at a wedding, “May joy conquer despair.”
We then move into this joy as we begin our celebration of what it
means to part of the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement in Monmouth County. At 10:00 am, now back in the main church, we will enjoy how that space informs our liturgy. This means George Murphy will
play our incredible organ. Our choir will be vested and in full voice
singing an anthem and leading the sung psalm. Vested in a chasuble
in my role as celebrant, I will chant the Eucharistic prayer and all will
have the opportunity to sing the responses.

On Sunday, September 11, 2016, our 10 am
liturgy will begin in silence, followed by the
sound of the Historic Church bell.

Our joy will include the Blessing of the Backpacks (see page 5). Embracing our children as a congregation as they return to school is one
of the best ways I know to conquer despair, especially as most of
those returning to school were born over the last fifteen years.

Blessing of the Animals: Sunday, October 2

B

ring your pet to church at 10 am as we celebrate the joy St. Francis found in all creation.

The blessing of pets and animals is often celebrated on October 4,
the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, or, as we will do at Christ Church,
the nearest Sunday, which is October 2nd. In the Scriptures, the act
of blessing means 'the imparting of power or life.' St. Francis wrote a
Canticle of the Creatures, an ode to God’s living things.

Cheryl & Brian Strom with their rescues,
Casper & Rocky

Taizé & Holy Eucharist
Saturday, September 10

I

f you are looking for a quiet,
peaceful worship experience, join
us for Taizé prayer and Holy Eucharist on Saturday, September
10th at 5:30 pm in the Historic
Church.

“All praise to you, Oh Lord, for all these brother and sister creatures.”
For single householders, a pet can be a true companion. Many people arrive home from work to find a furry friend overjoyed at their return. Many a senior has a lap filled with a purring fellow creature. The
bond between person and pet is like no other relationship, because
the communication between fellow creatures is at its most basic.
Eye-to-eye, a man and his dog, or a woman and her cat, are two
creatures of love. No wonder people enjoy the opportunity to take
their animal companions to church for a special blessing. Church is
the place where the bond of creation is celebrated.
(Adapted from Blessing of Animals by Kevin E. Mackin, O.F.M.)
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Theresa Blackburn-Tuttle Joins Christ Church Staff

I

am most pleased to announce that effective August 1, 2016, Ms. Theresa Tuttle joined the staff of Christ Church on a part-time basis as the Director of Children’s Formation. Theresa will be responsible for organizing,
energizing and managing our Sunday School program as well as the
nursery. As DCF, Theresa will work closely with me to provide quarterly
(or more often, should demand warrant) Priest-in-Charge taught programs
called “Faith and Fun with Father Bill” during the parish program year for
children of Sunday School age. Theresa will serve as the coordinator of
the First Intentional Communion teaching program in collaboration with the
Priest-in-Charge. Theresa is also responsible for Vacation Bible School
and the Christmas Pageant (plus other stuff that will be revealed in the
power of the Holy Spirit manifest in Theresa’s energy and gifts!). Please
let Theresa know how you would like to assist her by calling/texting 848459-5055, or by email at theresa@casadelatuttle.com.
The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas, Priest-in-Charge

Theresa Blackburn-Tuttle
Director of Children’s Formation

Annual Parish Picnic
Sunday, Sept 25
at the home of Joyce Wright

E

veryone is invited to join in the fun at the Christ Church
family picnic on Sunday, September 25th at noon.
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share, and a lawn
chair if you wish. Directions will be posted in the undercroft
before the event. Hope to see you there!

Christ Church Picnic at the Wright home

Cheers for Chairs!

Warming up the Undercroft

hank you everyone who made the purchase of
150 new chairs possible for use primarily in the
Undercroft!

his summer Dean Ferraro offered his skills and built a
series of bulletin boards that now encompass the Undercroft. Vestry member Kim Schuler and her daughters, Anna
and Candi Carl, covered the boards with a dark brown burlap. The boards will be organized to inform and encourage
all about the extent of the ministries that Make Our Church
Our Church. Vestry members and others who have an interest in a ministry or portfolio of ministries, will be responsible for posting to an assigned bulletin board. The energy
we offer in Christ’s name, evident on the bulletin boards
and carried over to the website, Facebook, and in our service to others will certainly “warm up” the Undercroft when
placed upon the burlap.

T

Now the question is what do we do with the old
metal chairs as well as some wooden ones discovered under the staircases? You are welcome to
come and choose up to four metal or wooden
chairs to take home for you own use. Supply is
limited as we will retain 50 metal chairs for use at
outdoor events. Contact Christine at the parish
office and let her know if you would like to reserve
some chairs to take home. The goal is for the old
chairs to be gone by September 10th.

T
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Christian Formation
For Children

D

Blessing of the Backpacks
September 11, 10 am

Church School Teachers Wanted

o you enjoy teaching or working with children? Come
join our team of dedicated church school teachers!
Teaching church school is a very rewarding way to give back
to our church community. Class sizes are small, so teachers
get an opportunity to know each wonderful student. The time
commitment needed for these roles is modest — teachers
need to set aside only 2 to 4 hours a month, including lesson
planning. Do you have a way with kids but don’t have time for
lesson planning? Join our team as a teaching assistant! You
will help a teacher keep kids focused on the lesson and then
help shepherd them from classroom to sanctuary.

All students, teachers, and
school personnel are invited
to come to the altar rail at
the end of the PostCommunion Prayer for this
blessing on the new school
year. Don’t forget to bring
your backpack!

Do you enjoy working with a particular age group? Let me
know because I can probably accommodate your preference.
Church school is currently broken up into three classes:
1.
2.
3.

Godly Play: preschoolers, kindergarteners, and first
graders
Holy Moly: 2nd, 3rd, and 4th graders
Spark: 5th and 6th graders.

If you’d like to volunteer, please call me at (848) 459-5055 or
e-mail me at theresa@casadelatuttle.com.
Theresa Tuttle, Director of Children’s Formation

Save the Dates:
“Faith & Fun with Father Bill”
This fall Father Bill will be meeting with Christ
Church kids for three “Faith and Fun with Father
Bill” events. The location for all three events will
be the Undercroft.
● Wednesday Sept. 21, 4:30 to 5:30 pm
● Wednesday Oct. 19, 4:30 to 5:30 pm
● Wednesday Nov. 16, 4:30 to 5:30 pm

Two Acolyte Training Dates
For those in 4th grade or older
Pick the one that works best for you

I

Sunday, September 18, 9:30 am
Sunday, September 25, 9:30 am

f you are in fourth grade or older, then you
can assist Father Bill during Sunday worship
as an acolyte. Everyone serving at the altar has
a specific job that helps tell the story of how
much God loves us. You can learn about the
acolyte's role during either one of two trainings
in the Main Church: Sunday, September 18th
at 9:30 am; or Sunday, September 25th at 9:30
am. I'll be waiting for you in the sanctuary with
Lead Acolyte Anna Schuler .
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Christian Formation
For Youth
Youth Group Begins Sept 18, 11:30 am

A

ll youth 7th grade and up are invited to our first meeting of the year on Sunday, September 18th at 11:30 am
in the Youth Lounge. Come see old friends and meet new members to our group! Food, fellowship, games
and planning for the year are on the agenda!
Cindy McCormack, Youth Leader

Youth & Leaders Walk for CROP

S

ave the date and join us in supporting the 36th Annual Crop Walk
on October 16th! Christ Church Youth and leaders will once
again be supporting this worthy cause and walking 5 miles through
the streets of Red Bank. This annual event supports local programs
in Monmouth County (like the Calico Cat and Family Promise) and
global programs around the world. Join your friends, family and
neighbors as we walk to END HUNGER One Step at a Time!

Christian Formation
For Adults
Education for Ministry News

E

ducation for Ministry begins on September 14th. The response to God's invitation to embark on this journey of deepening faith has been answered by 15
seekers. Two groups will run, one in the daytime and one the evening, every
Wednesday throughout the program year. While I have been an EFM Mentor for
11 years, I have never had the opportunity to focus on just one year of the four
year curriculum. I love the study of the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) and
am excited to have fellow travelers as we traverse through Genesis to Malachi.
Watch the Crier and Bulletin for periodic updates on EFM happenings. We will
begin recruiting for the 2017-2018 year in February. If you have considered joining but this year wasn't the right time, perhaps next year will be. In the meantime you can speak with any of the current participants to learn more.

Edna Marie Thomas
EfM Mentor

Edna Marie Thomas, EfM Mentor

More Small Group Opportunities




Centering Prayer meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the church Library. Be still and know God in the Centering
Prayer form. All are welcome.
The Women’s Study Group meets every Tuesday from 10:30 am to noon. All women are welcome to join this
friendly group.
Email your confidential prayer requests to: cc-prayerchain@verizon.net, or call Christine at the church office if
you do not have email.

The Church Crier

Page 9

Late Summer 2016

Outreach
M

COG Back-to-School

any families are already visiting the Calico Cupboard and Pantry, looking to find
clothing for their children as they get them
ready for school. For the past 20 years, Calico
Cat has given each of their pantry families a gift
certificate for shoes and a new outfit for each
school-aged child. As a supporting member of
Community Outreach Group, we are asking
your support in the form of a monetary donation, so that they may purchase the gift cards in
bulk, at a discount.
Checks should be made payable to COG, Inc.,
with “Back-to-School” on the memo line.
Please bring or mail your donation to the Christ
Church office any time before October 6th. You
may also place your contribution in an envelope
marked “Back-to-School” and place it in our
collection plate. Thank you!

D

I

COG Household Goods Drive

n September we’re collecting two tubes of toothpaste for
each of the 40 Calico Cat Pantry families. Please place your
donations in the Little Red Wagon located at the entrance to
either church. Thanks so much for your help!
Joyce Wright

W

Seamen’s Church Institute

e are collecting unopened, unused, sample-sized toiletries for SCI’s Christmas at Sea program. The collection will continue throughout the year, so please remember to
leave room in your vacation luggage for the hotel samples.
Please put your toiletries in a bag marked SCI and place in
the red wagons. Thank you!
Erna Sottile

St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen

o you want to get to know your fellow parishioners better while providing a needed
service to the community? Join us at the Kitchen at St Marks!
About 30 members of the Christ Church congregation participate in this outreach program
to make and serve lunches to 40-50 members
of the community on Saturdays. We have established three teams to cook, bake, serve,
wash dishes and clean up at St. Mark’s Soup
Kitchen in Keansburg. It is wonderful way to
work with your fellow congregants in a meaningful program that feeds the hungry.
Christ Church has been involved with this outreach program for many years and our volunteers will likely attest to the sense of community
and inward satisfaction generated by their service at St Marks.
There is a role for anyone with an interest to
serve this very meaningful ministry. Please contact Marty Truscott (mtruscott@aol.com) if you
have an interest or if you have questions.
Marty Truscott, Vestry Member for Outreach

T

ASLAN Summer Camp Lunches

hank you to everyone who purchased supplies and/or
helped make lunches on July 26th for the ASLAN
summer youth camp: Judy Forys, Pam Rawson, Joanne
Rossnagel, Marilyn Laue, Trish Thurman, Owen Thurman, Maeve Thurman, Erna Sottile, Sandra Casci and
coordinator, Lauren Badal. Thanks also to everyone who
donated money for the lunch supplies; we received
$120.00 in donations for the project. Any unused funds
will be given directly to ASLAN Youth Ministries to offset
the cost of running the summer camp.

T

Christmas in July

hank you to everyone for your generous response to
our Christmas in July Toy Ingathering. Your gifts will
be safely tucked away until December, when they will be
distributed to those in need this Christmas. Thank you!
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Your help is needed in
all aspects of hosting
Family Promise.
Christ Church hosts
Family Promise guests
approximately every 12
weeks, and our next
hosting week is October
23-30.
You’ll have the pleasure
of getting to know your
fellow parishioners as
you share in the work
and the rewards of service to others!
Training is provided.
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Family Promise News
First, many, many thanks to all who helped take care of our Family Promise
guests in January, April and June. It takes more than 50 volunteers to host approximately five families and our FP volunteers are the life blood of the program.
We could not serve our homeless families with children without you. Since we do
not have air conditioning, we did not host this summer. Our next rotation occurs
the week beginning October 23rd to the 30th. Our 2017 hosting year will start
with a bang when our guests arrive on January 1, New Year’s Day!
Second, please welcome our own Wendy Carofano as the newest member of the
FPMC Board. I completed my term at the end of June, and am delighted to have
Christ Church still represented on the Board. With only six members, the FPMC
board is too small. If you might be interested in Board service, either Wendy or I
would be happy to answer your questions and get you started on the process.
This is a hands-on Board, with terrific people supporting a great cause, which
makes service quite rewarding. Please give it your prayerful consideration.
Finally, it does indeed take a “village” to care for our brothers and sisters in need.
We could really use a few more volunteers, especially for evening and overnight
hosting. If you would like to become part of this wonderful group, sharing the
work as well as the rewards of this outreach ministry, please see the descriptions
below for more information. Those new to hosting are required to attend one of
our most informative and enjoyable training sessions. There are already a few
scheduled, so please let us know ASAP if you are interested. Many hands make
light work, and you would find yourself in very good company!
Barbara Garrity & Ronnie Warren

Linen Pickup & Drop-off at Jersey Shore Medical
Center – no training required
Pick up linens just prior to hosting week, and
transport them to Christ Church. Return linens for
laundering at the conclusion of our hosting week.
Contact Ronnie Warren at 732-671-8541 or email
misscrabtree@comcast.net.

Overnight Hosts – training required
The Overnight Hosts serve in pairs, spending one
night during our hosting week, arriving at 8 pm,
and making coffee & overseeing breakfast in the
morning. Our guests leave at 7 am. Contact
Wendy Carofano at wendy_carofano@merck.com
or 732-530-8612.

Family Promise Pantry – no training required
Help purchase pantry staples needed before and
during our hosting week. Please contact Linda
Barth at buzzer613@comcast.net or 732-4951584.

Dinner Provider – no training required
Prepare all or part of a meal for up to 16 people, to
be delivered to church ready to eat by 5:30 pm on
hosting days. Contact Pauline Dawson at 732290-9435 or email pzd732@gmail.com.

Evening Hosts – training required
Evening Hosts serve in pairs, arriving at 5:15 pm,
dining and socializing with guests, playing with the
children and remaining until overnight hosts arrive
at 8:15 pm. Contact Melinda Rudnicki at 732-6159187 or email rudnickim@comcast.net.

Set-up and Break Down – no training required
On the days prior to our guests’ arrival, rooms are
prepared for their overnight stay, and then reset
after the guests depart. Contact Barbara Garrity
at 732-888-7736 or email bgarresq@aol.com.

Outreach Coffee Sale
Here is an opportunity to stock up on delicious fresh-roasted coffee from Jersey
Shore Coffee Roasters, and help those in need at the same time. Our Outreach
Coffee Sale is scheduled from September 10th through 18th, with pick up expected September 24 & 25. All profits from the sale benefit Christ Church Outreach projects. Thanks for your support!
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Fri-Sat, October 14-15
A fundraiser and awareness event for
Family Promise of Monmouth County
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T

he date for Family Promise of Monmouth County’s 7th
Annual Cardboard Box City (CBC2016) has moved to
Friday and Saturday October 14-15. You are invited to
join us for the seventh year of sleeping under the stars in
uniquely designed and decorated boxes. Help us raise
funds for essential services provided to families with children, but temporarily without homes. We are excited and
really looking forward with anticipation in hopes to make
this the largest gathering under the stars to date to help
kick off National Family Promise Week.
This event will be held overnight once again on the spacious grounds of the Monmouth Church of Christ in Tinton
Falls. This year our goal is to increase participation from
175 to 200 intrepid individuals and raise $30,000. Participants will be served dinner from a soup line and sleep in
cardboard boxes. Our purpose is to bring attention to the
chronic problem of homelessness in Monmouth County
and to raise money to address that problem through Family Promise of Monmouth County.
Here’s the scoop:

 Participants find boxes big enough to sleep in and col-


If you have any questions about CBC2016
or would like to register your interest in
attending, please contact Barbara Garrity,
Cindy McCormack, or Wendy Carofano.
You can also visit the Family Promise website at https://familypromisemc.org.










lect donations (individually or as a group) from family
and friends on the promise they’ll spend a night in
those boxes;
Youth and family participants are asked to raise $100
apiece;
Adult chaperones are recruited for each five youth; the
adults need not collect funds (but have been known to
do this);
Families with at least one parent and one child are
also invited to participate;
Boxes can be decorated in advance or at the CBC
site; awards will be given for best decorated boxes;
Dinner will be available from soup and bread lines
(plus some amazing desserts!);
Recorded music will be provided by a DJ;
Local leaders and a prior Family Promise guest will
speak to the crowd about homelessness;
Print and broadcast news media and photographers
will be invited;
Fresh bagels, coffee and juice will be served for breakfast on Saturday morning; and Emergency shelter will
be available inside the church in the event of bad
weather.

Please consider planning now to join and support our
youth group in this event, because this comes up very
quickly in the fall.
Wendy Carofano
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“Like” us on Facebook

Priest-in-Charge

Click on the icon, or log on to the
Christ Church Facebook page at

The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas
252-876-6841
williamcarlthomas@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/christchurchmiddletown.

Assisting Clergy
The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton

Director of Children’s Formation
Theresa Blackburn-Tuttle
848-459-5055
theresa@casadelatuttle.com

Music
Nancy Coffin, Choir Director
George Murphy, Organist

Weekly Worship Schedule
●
●
●
●

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. in the Historic Church
Taizé Worship (2nd Saturday of each month)
Sundays at 8 a.m. in the Historic Church
Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Main Church

Parish Administrator
Christine Ruland
732-671-2524
christchurchmiddletown@verizon.net

Sexton

Small Group Schedule
Contemplative Prayer—Tuesdays 9:30 am
Women’s Study Group—Tuesdays 10:30 am
Bell Choir Rehearsal—Thursdays 6:30 pm
EfM—Wednesdays, 11am-1:30 pm
EfM—Wednesdays, 6:00pm –8:30 pm
Adult Choir Rehearsal—Thursdays 7:30 pm
Men’s Group—Saturdays 7:30 am at Panera Bread

Jordan Sisolak

Nursery Care
Samantha Rossnagel

Wardens
Cynthia McCormack
Barbara Garrity

Parish Officers
Paul Dawson, Pauline Dawson, Treasurers
Jane Foran, Vestry Clerk

Support Group Schedule

Vestry

in the undercroft

Sandra Casci, Worship
Kim Schuler, New Membership
Joyce Wright, Existing Membership
Marty Truscott, Outreach
Clint Badal, Finance & Administration
Pat Robertson, Stewardship
Robert Wilson, Buildings and Grounds
Jane Foran, Communications

Sundays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous
Tuesdays, 8 pm—Narcotics Anonymous
Wednesdays, 7:30 pm—Cocaine Anonymous
Thursdays, 8 pm—Nar-anon
Fridays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous

90 Kings Highway ● Middletown, NJ 07748 ● 732.671.2524
www.christchurchmiddletown.org

