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Birthdays
01....................Jenny Kaminstein
03 ........Mara Ramon–Gutierrez
05........................ Sandra Brown
06........................Linda Fleming
Betty Gene Lovingood
10................................. John Self
11....................................Joe Dey
12......................Jenny Townsend
13...........................Kelly Caruso
15..........................Billy Hatcher
18....................... Margaret Fields
21.......................... Warren Jones
Dale McPherson
22..........................Will Nabholz
25...................Noah Kaminstein
30..................... John Dunsmore

Anniversaries
05................... Sheila & Lee Self
09............ Sarah & Brian Moore
11.............Joanna & Tony Miller
16.........Helen & Wade Caldwell
21........Joshua & Allison Dotson
Natalie & Ora Parish
25.........Ilona & McDonald Law
30.........Andrea & Daniel Denis
An information session will be held
Sunday, June 30 in the Upper
Room following Morning Worship
for those interested in the Facebook
page created for our ladies.
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The Pastor’s Pen...
Taste! Then Tell!

Anniversaries are important, especially when it is one’s tenth wedding anniversary!  
For a husband who has a wonderful wife, as I do, naturally he wants to show her
how special and significant she is to him.  Of course, treating her to an enjoyable
dining experience is one crucial ingredient in an evening carefully prepared to
communicate the treasure she is.  So, it is not surprising that I found myself, in
planning our tenth anniversary, asking the obvious and critical question: “Where
should I take my lovely bride for dinner?”  There are numerous restaurants advertised all the time on TV, radio and in newspapers.  On top of that, there are
websites and magazines devoted to giving those interested all the dining information they want and much more, often offering the commentary of food critics and
dining experts.  At the end of the day, however, it was none of those sources that
helped me land on the perfect place.  No, it was the exuberant endorsement of
a friend, who knew from experience a wonderful little restaurant, with delicious
food and romantic ambiance, perfectly suited for the occasion.  His eyes lit up,
as he recounted his own experience there with his wife.  He wasn’t talking about
something he had read in a magazine or heard about from a third party.  He was
talking about what he had seen, smelled, tasted, and enjoyed for himself.  Furthermore, in telling of this restaurant, he had nothing to gain but the prospect of
his friend enjoying the same experience he had with his bride.  It is no surprise,
then, with such a compelling advertisement, I was sold—and with a happy result.
Why do I recount this experience with such detail, including what led me to
choose Cadwallader’s for our anniversary dinner?  The answer is simple.  There
is an important lesson here about advertisement that translates into an important
lesson about Christian witness.  A satisfied customer is the best advertisement.  
My experience is not unique.  Successful businesses understand this principle,
which is why they do everything they can to ensure that the customer leaves their
establishment happy.  For most people, the word of individuals they know and trust
telling of their own joy and satisfaction in a person, product, or place is far more
compelling than the best–crafted television, radio, or newspaper advertisement.  
There is no comparison!  A friend who has a genuine experience that so delights
him or her, and thus cannot help but share, is a real, live and personal “advertisement” that is not only compelling, but also credible, coming from someone you
know cares about you and has your best interest in mind.
(continued on page 2)

Pastor’s Pen
How does this lesson translate to Christian witness?  It is quite simple but significant: A satisfied Christian is the best
witness for Christ.  Often it is not the
most knowledgeable theologian or brilliant defender of the Faith who is used
by God to draw sinners to the Savior.  
It is not even the layperson who knows
just what to say and how to respond to
every objection.  Saying this is not meant
to diminish the importance of experts
in theology or apologetics, or training
for evangelism.  We need such people
and training.  Rather, it is to emphasize
what is most crucial in witnessing.  
Frequently, those mightily used as witnesses for Christ are ordinary people
in the pew who have a living, vibrant
walk with the extraordinary God of the
Bible through personal faith in and daily
communion with Christ.  Their lives are
being transformed by Christ and filled
with the joy and satisfaction that is to be
found in Him, the Bread of Life (John
6:35).   Thus, they delight to say with
David, “Oh, taste and see that the Lord
is good!”  These witnesses are not the
food critics whose aim is to impress you
with their expert knowledge.  No!  They
are beggars, who have found the Bread
of Life and they can’t wait to tell others
where they too may find it.  Knowing
the joy and satisfaction they themselves
have found in Christ—and desiring that
others too may know that same reality,
they say, “You’ve got to have this bread.  
There is nothing like it.  It not only is
free for you, but it is life–sustaining and
soul satisfying—and that eternally (John
6:50–51).  Come, taste and see, by faith
in Jesus, and live—truly live—forever!”
In capsule, even if you consider yourself
to be just an ordinary person in the pew
at Christ Church, Presbyterian, you are
called to be a living, personal, up–close
advertisement for Jesus Christ. Of  
course, it is important to avail yourself of
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evangelism training in Sunday School,
learn Bible verses and Gospel presentation, and so on.  But above all, to be a
credible and compelling advertisement
for Jesus Christ, it is absolutely vital
that you “taste and see” for yourself the
marvelous, soul–satisfying, joy–giving
goodness of Jesus Christ.  You do this
through daily communion with Him,
spending quality, focused time in His
Word and in prayer—feasting until full.  
That is the way to be a satisfied Christian
and thus an effective advertisement for Jesus.  In other
words: Taste! Then tell!

In lieu of our monthly
Fellowship Meal in July,
we will share in the annual
Christ Church July 4
celebration on
Sunday evening, July 7.
Following Evening Worship,
we will enjoy an ice cream
social in Covenant Hall and
on the courtyard.
Bring a gallon of your
favorite homemade or store
bought ice cream and plan
to enjoy good fellowship!

Missioner in Residence
The pastor and session are pleased to announce
that Dr. John Oliver will serve as Missioner in
Residence at Christ Church beginning in the
fall. Although not a member of our staff, John
will be an invaluable resource for Christ Church
and has indicated his willingness to teach Sunday School and to fill the pulpit when Josiah is
away. In addition, Christ Church will become
the base from which John will direct the Oliver
Bible and Mission (OBM) Foundation, a Bible
teaching and preaching ministry of the biblical understanding of the life of the
risen Christ in the believer from a Reformed perspective.
Dr. Oliver recently retired from his position as the Robert Strong professor of
homiletics and practical theology at Reformed Theological Seminary (RTS) in
Charlotte where he taught for the last 14 years. Prior to RTS, John spent 35
years in the pastorate, of which 28 years were as Senior Pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Augusta.
The Olivers’ decision to become part of Christ Church is the result of many
months of prayer and discussion among the OBM Foundation board, our pastor and our session. As many of you know, Josiah was John’s teaching assistant
at RTS, and it was John who recommended Josiah to our pulpit committee.  
John and Cris love Josiah, our church, and the people here. They are excited
about what the Lord is doing here and want to join us under the sound preaching of the Word and reverent worship morning and evening each Lord’s Day.
We stand amazed again at the Lord’s provision for Christ Church. He has
blessed us greatly. The Olivers are looking forward to serving our Lord in and
from this congregation, and Josiah and the session are excited and honored to
have John and Cris as part of our church. We all look forward to what the Lord
has in store for us.

Fun at the Lake!

Missionary Prayer Lake Property Use

Youth and Young Adults are invited
to July 4 Fun at the Lake! We will
meet at Christ Church at 9:00 a.m.
to caravan to the Co-op property on
Ridge Road. Bring a picnic lunch;
dinner will be
provided. The
day’s activities
will include
swimming,
tubing, and
beach volleyball!
Registration for the event is required by July 1 through the registration form under the Youth tab on
our website.   In addition, liability
and medical forms on the website
must be completed for adults as well
as children and presented the morning of July 4 before joining the caravan to the lake.

Doug and Amy Nunziato
World Team, Spain
• Praise! Doug and Amy are now in
Spain.
• Pray that God would plant them
in their new home and give them
friendships with their neighbors.
Jay and Nancy Matsinger
Mission to the World, France
• Praise–25 years of serving in France!
• Pray for Nancy, as she joins a
group of women talking about
Jesus and the Bible.
Kurt and Pat Nelson
East–West Ministries International
• Pray for their daughter, Christina
Marie, as she will begin at Grove
City College in Pennsylvania in
the fall.
• Pray for the 303 people who placed
their faith in Christ during the Nelsons’ recent short–term mission trip.

Christ Church is a member of the
Central Christian Church Recreation Association, which provides
our members the opportunity to
enjoy the campground and lake
property on Ridge Road on a rotating basis with other churches in the
Association. In order to enjoy that
area, please be mindful to follow the
guidelines established by the Association in conjunction with the Corps
of Engineers, as outlined below.
• Call or email the Christ Church
secretary with the date and time
you plan to be on the property.
• Check out a key from the Christ
Church office.
• Enjoy the lake! Remember to leave
what you use in the same or better
condition!
• Return the key to the Christ
Church office.

This Race was Run Well!

Nine to noon each day during the
week of June 17 brought nearly 50
children and 40 volunteers to the
Christ Church campus, as we hosted our first Vacation Bible School,
“The Race is On!” The Gospel
was shared daily with the children
attending through music, crafts,
Bible lessons, skits, recreation,
memory work, and even snacks!
Families and friends of the children gathered for a Rally on Friday
evening that included a skit by the
children, sharing what they were
taught during the week, and a time
of fellowship as everyone enjoyed
ice cream.
Special thanks to all who worked
so enthusiastically under the able
leadership of Sheila Self to share
God’s Word with the children in
our community!
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July
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
1

WEDNESDAY
2

7 p.m. Joint Session /
Diaconate Mtg

7

8

9

15

16
Office Closed

28

11

17

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

Office Closed
7 a.m. Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

18

Office Closed

7 a.m. Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

6:30 p.m. Youth Gathering

22

23

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship
7:30 p.m. Youth Gathering

10

SATURDAY
5

7 a.m. Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

6:30 p.m. Youth Gathering

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship
7:30 p.m. Youth Gathering

21

FRIDAY
4

6:30 p.m. Youth Gathering Office Closed
9 a.m. Youth & Young
Adults Fun at the Lake!

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship
7:30 p.m. Ice Cream Social

14

THURSDAY
3

24
6:30 p.m. Youth Gathering

29

30

31
6:30 p.m. Youth Gathering

25
7 a.m. Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

