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The Pastor’s Pen...
The Joy of Christmas

Christmas is for many—especially children—their favorite time of year.  
The Christmas season brings beautiful sights to see, as homes, churches, and
entire communities are decked with Christmas lights and colorful decorations.  
It brings beautiful sounds as well, as carols fill the air and warm the hearts and
minds of both young and old.  There are Christmas stories that capture and
thrill the imaginations of young boys and girls.  Of course, we must not leave
out the break from school and work, time with family and friends, parties to
attend, scrumptiously delicious meals to enjoy, and presents to give and open.  
No wonder so many enjoy Christmas!  It is a joyful season of the year.
But all of these commercial trappings of Christmas, while fine and fun,
are not the source of true Christmas joy.  No.  Luke tells us the source of Christmas joy, when he records the message of the angels to the shepherds: “Fear not,
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  For
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord”
(Luke 2:10-11).  Christmas brings great joy because it announces the arrival of
the long-awaited, desperately needed Savior, Christ the Lord.
At the scene of the first crime—the treasonous sin of Adam and Eve—when
man had nothing to expect from God but judgment, God announced a message
of hope, a message of joy.  He promised a seed Who would crush the head of
the serpent (Gen. 3:15) and bring deliverance to God’s people.  Throughout
the Old Testament period, God sent many servants to deliver His people.  God
sent Joseph to deliver them from famine, Moses to deliver them from Egypt.  
He sent Joshua to bring them into the Promised Land and granted one judge
after another to bring momentary deliverance from surrounding nations that
were instruments of judgment on Israel.  Each of these servants brought some
measure of deliverance to God’s people, but they could not ultimately deliver.  
In fact, all of them fell prey themselves to sin and temptation—and needed a
Savior.  

28...........Margaret & Scott Doss

Then, after a false start with Saul, God gave His people a king after His
own heart: David.  It looked as though many of God’s people’s troubles were
over.  Could it be that he would be the promised seed, the Savior?  While David

31............Maria & Roy Emerson

(continued on page 3)

19.......Peggy & Daniel McMillan

Adult Bible Study
The Adult Bible Study will meet on
Friday, December 6, at 6:30 p.m. for
dinner and to continue in the book
of Genesis. They will then recess until January 2.

Christmas Fellowship Dinner

Christmas at Christ Church

Music of Schubert, Forrest & Wilberg
featuring the Christ Church Choir with the Lyra Vivace Chamber Orchestra

Sunday, December 15, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.
Christ Church, Presbyterian
706-210-9090
Rev. J. Josiah Jones, Pastor

4201 Southern Pines Drive, Evans
www.christchurchpres.org
Dr. Mark Nabholz, Director of Music

Christmas Eve Family Service
Tuesday, December 24
5:00 p.m.
All are welcome at our Christmas Eve Service.
Music will be provided by the organ and choir,
and Pastor Jones will deliver the homily.

Our Christmas Fellowship Dinner
will be held Saturday, December 7,
at 6:00 p.m. All are invited, including children. The deacons will prepare the meat dish, and officer families will provide desserts. Each family
is asked to provide a generous side
dish of at least 24 servings, ready to
serve on a fine quality serving dish.
    As part of our celebration, we will
have a hymn sing, so come prepared
to request your favorite Christmas
carol. We plan to conclude our fellowship by 8:00 p.m. so that the Fellowship Hall can be readied for the
Lord’s Day.
   Please indicate the number of
adults and children who will attend
via the ‘Fellowship Meal Signup’ link
on the Welcome page of our church
website, www.christchurchpres.org.

Youth Christmas Party
Sixth through twelfth graders are invited to a Christmas fellowship December 8 at 7:30 p.m. in Covenant
Hall. Those attending are encouraged to bring a gift to participate in a
“Chinese gift exchange.”

Christmas Poinsettias
Forms are available in the weekly bulletin to order a poinsettia for the sanctuary in honor or memory of a loved
one. Please place the completed form,
along with payment, in the offering
plate no later than Sunday, December
8. The cost of each plant is $17.

Missionary Love Gift

The Pastor’s Pen

As an encouragement to them during the Christmas season, a cash gift
will be sent to the missionaries supported financially by Christ Church.  
Monies will be collected through
December 8 for this purpose. When
placing your gift in the offering
plate, checks should be made payable to the church with “Missionary
Love Gift” noted on the memo line,
and cash gifts should be clearly designated for the same purpose.

proved to be a great king, and God worked great salvation for His people
through David, he too failed miserably and brought sin and suffering to God’s
people.  

Missionary Prayer
Laura & Paul Chinchen
African Bible Colleges (ABC), Malawi,
Uganda and Liberia
• Pray for God’s provision for
open faculty and staff positions.
• Pray for the work of the ABC
Community Clinic and that
God’s love would be seen in that
work.
Cheryl Crocker
Mission to the World (PCA)
Medical Missionary/Recruiter
• Pray for Cheryl as she serves in
the Philippines in response to
Super Typhoon Haiyan. Pray
that the needed supplies would
arrive safely and that the Global
Disaster Response team would
be effective for God’s glory in
this work.
• Pray that the need for monthly
support does not prove to be a
distraction for Cheryl.
Debbie & Karl Dortzbach
Mission to the World (PCA)
International Representative for
Peacemaker Ministry
• Pray that God would bring
forward churches and individuals
to help in the renovation of the
new (praise God!) international
house.
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After David’s miserable failure, there was yet hope.  God promised
David that there would be a descendent of his Who would bring the desperately needed salvation (2 Sam. 7).  But there was frustration as well, because
the kings that followed David brought one disappointment after another—
with only a handful of flawed but faithful kings (Josiah being one of them!).  
Things would go from bad to worse with the exile of God’s people and their
languishing under one oppressor after another.  “Where is this Savior You
promised long ago?” was no doubt the pressing question of God’s people.
It is against this background of deep longing and desperate need that
the message of Christmas came, announced by angels to frightened shepherds.  
What a message of joy it is!  The wait is over!  The promise is fulfilled! The
Messiah has been born!  Finally, the One Who will fulfill all God’s promises
has come.  He will be tempted and tried, but He will not fail.  He will not
sin.  Unlike all men and women who have come before, this One, Jesus, will
not need a savior.  He will be the Savior to bring full and final salvation, not
only for the Jews but “for all the people” (Luke 2:10).  He is able because,
not only is He the son of David, He is also the Son of God, David’s Lord.  
Through His perfect life and sacrificial death, He will bring salvation from
sin, Satan, death and hell for all who place their trust in Him.  Christ the
Lord is born.  So glorious is the coming of Messiah that the Spirit-filled baby,
John the Baptist, leaps for joy while still in the womb (Luke 1:44); Mary’s
“spirit rejoices in God my Savior” (v. 47); the shepherds return, “glorifying
and praising God” (Luke 2:20).  The glorious news of Christmas is a message
of great joy, indeed!
The message of Christmas has not lost its power to bring joy today.  
Our need of the Savior is just as great as those who awaited His coming long
ago.  For those who see their desperate need, the news that the Savior has
come, bringing full and final salvation to all who believe, is marvelous news.  
Dear Christ Church family, if we would know the joy of Christmas,  like the
shepherds, we must receive by faith the message of joy, and with Mary, treasure “up all these things, pondering them in [our] heart” (Luke 2:19).   For if
the message of Christmas penetrates our hearts and minds—and we believe
it—we will have cause this Christmas to “leap for joy” and “rejoice in God my
Savior.”

Heritage Day

Congratulations

The Christ Church family is invited to
Heritage Academy
December 11, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
for refreshments and a tour of the school.

Congratulations to
Julie Burroughs and Joe Dey
on the occasion of
their marriage on November 3.
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December
SUNDAY

MONDAY
1

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

2

3

9

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship (Lord’s
Supper)
6 p.m. Worship
7:30 p.m. Youth Christmas
Party

15

10
7:00 p.m. Joint Session/
Diaconate meeting

16

29

12

18

23

24
5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve
Family Service

30

31

14
2:30 p.m. Christmas Choir
Dress Rehearsal

20

21

27

28

7 a.m. Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

25
Christmas Day
Offices closed

13

19

7
7:45 a.m. Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
6:00-8:00 p.m. Christmas
Fellowship Dinner

7 a.m. Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship

11

SATURDAY
6

6:30 p.m. Adult Bible
Study (Moncrief home)

6:30 p.m. Youth Gathering
7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

17

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
3:30 p.m. Christmas Choir
Dress Rehearsal
6 p.m. Christmas Festival
Service

22

FRIDAY
5

6:30 p.m. Youth Gathering
7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
8:30 p.m. Brass Ensemble
Rehearsal

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship
7:30 p.m. Youth Gathering

8

THURSDAY
4

26

