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Why Grammar Is So Important to Your Sanctification
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06...................Diane Norkus
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14..........................Lena Dyer
14................ Charlotte Jewett
15...................... Bill Poppler
16...........................Ilona Law
17..................... Norm Boyter
17.................... Joanne Pierce
20.................... Daniel Denis
20............... Ken McPherson
22................ Charles Caruso
22.................Carole Romero
27.................. Earlene Brown
29................... Jane Millward
30................Barbara Walters
31....................Steve Gianino

Anniversaries
August

02...........Gloria & John Gill
03........... Sheryl & Ted Alba
04......Fran & Mark Nabholz
09......Diane & John Norkus
15.... Sandra & Oliver Brown
15....Billie & Jim McPherson

I am a little bit of a grammar geek. It is not that I am an expert. Rather, it is that I know just enough
to be dangerous—and slightly annoying. Consequently, one of the early lessons that I had to learn in life
was that my voluntary service as a deputy for the local grammar police was not needed. For some reason,
my family and friends did not especially appreciate the citations issued for grammar violations. On more
than one occasion, I was told that I could understand what was being said just fine even if an adjective
was used where there should have been an adverb. As long as I understood what was being said, grammar
was not that important. After giving it some thought, I came to concur. Thus, as much as it pained me, for
the sake of friends and family, I turned in my badge and handed in my weapon. I came to conclude that,
in light of eternity, English grammar was not that important.
Having been retired from the force for some time now, my position regarding English grammar has
not changed (though I have to be reminded of my retirement occasionally). I have come to see, however,
that there is a grammar that does matter for both time and eternity. To be clear, I speak not of English
grammar. Rather, I speak of what Sinclair Ferguson has called “Gospel grammar.” As strange as it may
sound, this Gospel grammar is crucial to understand if there is to be a strong and steady growth in one’s
walk with Christ. We briefly consider, then, two of the fundamental rules of this Gospel grammar, in order
that we might understand and implement them in pursuit of holiness.
The first fundamental rule of Gospel grammar is that the imperatives of Scripture (what God commands) follow and flow from the indicatives of Scripture (what God has done in Christ). Holy Scripture
is full of illustrations of this basic rule of Gospel grammar. Exodus 20 provides one of the clearest. Before
God issues the imperatives of the Ten Commandments (vv. 3-17), He declares the indicative of redemption
(v. 2): “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.”
This same rule is evident in the epistles of the New Testament. Before the imperatives of Ephesians 4-6,
which spell out how Christians are “to walk in a manner worthy of the calling” (Eph 4:1), we find the
indicatives of chapters 1-3 (e.g., election, adoption, redemption, and sealing by the Holy Spirit, just to
name a few), revealing what God has done. Of course, this same rule of Gospel grammar is evident in a
number of pasages in both the Old and New Testaments.
Why is it so important to understand this grammar rule? Perhaps the most significant reason is that
it helps us to avoid one deadly form of legalism, namely, attempting obedience to God in order to merit
salvation. God’s Word is clear: salvation “is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may
boast” (Eph 2:8b-9). Understanding that our obedience to God’s commands (the imperatives) follows and
flows from the salvation God has provided in Christ (the indicative) enables us to obey God’s commands
not to merit but to manifest the salvation we have freely and wonderfully received. Learning and applying
this aspect of Gospel grammar frees us from legalism.
A second fundamental rule of Gospel grammar has to do with what we might call “subject-verb
agreement.” A fundamental rule of English grammar is that, if you have a plural subject, you must have a
plural verb. Thus, we say, “They (plural subject) walk (plural verb) to the store,” not “They (plural subject)
walks (singular verb) to the store.” Similarly, this rule applies to the Gospel. In the justification of sinners,
there is a singular subject, namely, God. Therefore, the work in justification is singular. It is God (singular
subject) who justifies (singular verb). The believer in justification passively rests on the work of Christ for
salvation.
Now, it is when we come to the matter of sanctification that there is often confusion related to subjectverb agreement. In sanctification, there is a sense in which the subject is plural (God and the believer) so
that the verb is plural as well (God and the believer are active in sanctification). The classic biblical text for
this subject-verb agreement in sanctification is Philippians 2:12-13. There Paul exhorts believers to “work
out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work
continued on page 3

Youth Gathering with the Burnhams
On July 22nd after Evening Worship, Bob and Andrea Burnham met with the young people of Christ Church at
the home of Mark and Fran Nabholz. Along with their children, Abigail, Emily and Iris, the Burnhams have been
planting churches in Ukraine with Mission to the World.
The evening began with plenty of pizza, cookies and good fellowship. The Burnham’s daughters wished Grant
Kimbrell a happy birthday with two songs – one in Ukranian and one in English. Then the group settled down to
hear from Bob and Andrea.
As he began, Bob asked the group, “What are your passions?” He encouraged
those present, as they consider their future, to seek to learn how they might use
their passions for God’s glory. For example, Bob’s passion for photography
has allowed him to meet people and then build relationships. The building of those relationships has given the Burnhams the opportunity to live out their faith among Odessans. It has been their
great joy to see 12 churches planted during their time in Ukraine.
Asked about the cultural differences they’ve experienced, the Burnhams spoke of the stern demeanor of Ukranians.
Here in the south it is common to greet people we don’t know, but in Ukraine you don’t even make eye contact with people
unless you know them, and you definitely don’t smile. On the other hand, Ukranians have given the Burnhams a new
understanding of reverence, particularly for God’s written Word. A Ukranian will never place their Bible on the floor, lay
it face down, or put another book on top of it. On Easter Sunday, no matter where you go in Ukraine, you will hear the
greeting, “Christ is Risen” and the response, “He is risen indeed.” It is their favorite season of the year!
Concluding his comments, Bob shared this thought: “Remember, you are who you are. When you go to another
country as a missionary, there is no magical transformation that happens on the plane to make you ‘Missionary Guy.’ If you
don’t share the Gospel and seek to glorify God here, you won’t do it there.”
The evening with the Burnhams ended with a little action on the Nabholz family basketball court. The three-onthree game featured some competitive young men, including a fine point guard named Josiah Jones! Bob Burnham found
another opportunity to share his passion for photography as he snapped a few shots of the action.

Notes from the Session, Diaconate and Committee Meetings
Building Update

· We are in the process of evaluating the options for cleaning the exterior of the buildings on the property. Buildup of insects and dirt has occurred over the
past couple of years. Bids are being accepted as we consider the best way to accomplish this project.
· We have a fleet of three, fully operational riding lawnmowers to keep the grass on the property trimmed. We express our Thanks to the 9 men who
volunteer to mow the church property! Our current rotation is that each team mows once every four weeks. We are still in need of volunteers to assist in
mowing the church lawn. If you are able to assist, please contact Charles Kimbrell at (706) 738-6065.

Treasurer Update

· The appraisal of the church property has been completed and all of the financial requirements for the Church Property Loan refinance have been reviewed and approved. The bank is finalizing the loan details and the next step in the upcoming weeks is signing the loan documentation. A financial update
will be mailed to all in the next couple of weeks providing the details of the loan. Praise be to God for His provision during the process of refinancing the
church’s property loan!

Christian Education

· The Session approved the commencement of an Inquirer’s Class, Men’s Bible Study, and Young Family and Young Married Couple’s Bible Study. Below
are the details of each:
Inquirer’s Class
A new Inquirer’s Class will begin Wednesday, September 5, in Covenant Hall at 6:00 p.m. The class will be led by Pastor Josiah Jones. There will
be four sessions that share what it means to be ‘Evangelical, Reformed, Presbyterian.’ The final session will share the many ministry opportunities
here at Christ Church. A snack supper will be provided prior to each session. This class is intended for all who are interested in knowing more
about Christ Church, Presbyterian and may be interested in becoming a member.
Young Family and Young Married Couple’s Bible Study
All Young Families and Young Married Couples are encouraged to attend this monthly Bible study at the home of Ora and Natalie Parish, 609
Woodwalk Lane, Martinez, GA. The Bible study will be led by Pastor Josiah Jones beginning on Thursday, September 20 at 7 p.m. and will meet
on the third Thursday of each month. Childcare will be provided.
Men’s Bible Study
All Men are encouraged to attend this monthly Bible study in the home of Billy and Debra Hatcher, 1067 Peninsula Crossing, Evans, GA. This
Bible study will be led by Elder Billy Hatcher beginning on Thursday, September 13 at 7:00 p.m. and will meet on the 2nd Thursday of each month.

Mercy & Hospitality Update

· On July 8, the Widow and Shut-in Visitation Ministry training led by Ken Moody in partnership with the Diaconate was held. This ministry of encouragement and comfort currently has 9 volunteers! If you would like to volunteer, please contact John Norkus at (706) 210-9090.
· We are so appreciative of the Nursery Volunteers who serve in this ministry to our children! There remains a significant need for volunteers to assist in the
Toddler Nursery. The nursery is staffed for all worship services, so assistants from our Youth Ministry are also needed. Those who volunteer, whether for
both Sunday services or for evening only, are asked to provide care just one Sunday per month affording children a Christ-centered environment in which
they can learn and play. Please consider serving in this vital ministry of the church by contacting Helen Caldwell at hcaldwell@georgiabankandtrust.com.

for His good pleasure.” Notice that both God
and believers work in sanctification. Of course,
it must be emphasized that God is the primary
worker here. He gives the desire (“to will”) and
the ability (“to do”) to carry out what He calls
on believers to do. Believers are called to “work
out” in their Christian walk what God “works in”
by His Spirit. But make no mistake: the believer is
called to work in sanctification. While looking to
God for the enabling of the Holy Spirit, believers
are called to exert holy energy as they “press on
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus” (Phil 3:14).

Join and Sing

Why is this rule of Gospel grammar so important? The answer is that this second rule addresses
a dangerous error that is popular today: passivism
in sanctification. This passivism is sometimes expressed like this: “If we want to grow, we just need
to sit back and ‘Let go, and let God.’” In this view,
sanctification automatically happens. The believer
is not called to strive or exert energy. This passivism then leads to acceptance of sinful patterns of
thought and action, as the believer is passively

“waiting on God” to eradicate sin. Whereas the
first rule of Gospel grammar helps us to avoid
legalism in our pursuit of holiness, this second
rule related to subject-verb agreement helps us to
avoid license.
As the people of Christ Church, we are
called to strive for “the holiness without which
no one will see the Lord” (Heb 12:14). If we are
to avoid both legalism and license as we respond
to this call, it is crucial that we learn and apply
this Gospel grammar. We are called to strive with
every fiber of our being to walk in obedience to
the Lord our God and so live in a manner worthy
of our calling. We do so not to merit salvation but
to manifest with joy and gratitude that marvelous
gift, striving with the energy that God supplies. For
our good and God’s glory, then, let us be careful
to mind our grammar. It is absolutely vital to our
sanctification!
Your Pastor,

Missionary Spotlight
Missions Update – August, 2012

You may not have noticed, but our choir
needs more singers in every section.
The old adage is true: many hands (or
voices) make light work! As the school
year begins, please consider joining us
as we lead the congregation in worship
each Sunday. There is no audition – in
fact, there are only two requirements:
that you love the Lord and are able to
carry a tune!
Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings
from 7:00–8:30. Childcare is provided.
If you have questions, any current member of the choir will be glad to answer
them for you, or you can call Mark
Nabholz at (706) 306-1374, or send him
an email: music@christchurchpres.org.

Please be in prayer for these missionaries and agencies during August. As you pray, consider the needs you would have if you were in their place such as:
• Trusting the Lord in all things,
• Having the spiritual and physical strength to complete the tasks before them,
• Being patient, kind and gentle in their service,
• Having courage in demonstrating the love of Christ.

Missionaries Prayer Focus
•
•

Rev. Paul Volpitto, Augusta School of Biblical Studies (ASBS), Augusta, Georgia
Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher, Mission to the World (PCA), South Africa

Praise and Prayer Requests
Rev. Paul Volpitto
•

Pray for effective leadership from the Board of Augusta School of Biblical Studies;

•

Pray for increased student enrollment at ASBS and for more involvement from
Reformed pastors who would be willing to teach a course for one quarter during the
2012–2013 school term;

•

Pray for Paul’s ministry as supply Pastor for Johnston Presbyterian Church in
Johnston, SC.

Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher
•

Rejoice with the Wannemachers for the students at the Bible Institute of South Africa
and at Guguletu Bible College who are serious of their studies and excited to be
about the Lord’s work in the world;

•

Pray for Barbara’s Bible teaching ministry at Masiphumelele (a local primary school),
and specifically that the children who attend the Bible Club will arrive on time;

•

Pray for the Lord to provide a principal for the Bible Institute of South Africa. The
Institute has had an acting Principal for a year and half;

•

Pray that the Lord would provide the financial needs of both the students who are
struggling to pay tuition and the school that is suffering a significant financial shortfall.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Friday
2

7 p.m. - Adult Bible Study

11 a.m. Worship

Moncrief Home

Saturday
3

4

10

11

17

18

24

25

7 a.m. Men’s Prayer
Meeting

6 p.m. Worship

5

6

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

7
7 p.m. Diaconate Mtng

8

9

7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

7 a.m. Men’s Prayer
Meeting

11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship

12

13

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

14
7 p.m. Stated Session
Mtng

11 a.m. Worship

15
7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

16
7 p.m. - Adult Bible Study
Moncrief Home

7 a.m. Men’s Prayer
Meeting

6 p.m. Worship

19

20

21

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

22

23

7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

7 a.m. Men’s Prayer
Meeting

11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship

26
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship

27

28

29
7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

30

31
7 a.m. Men’s Prayer
Meeting

