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The Pastor’s Pen...

To Secure our Resurrection from the Dead
(Pastor’s selection from John Piper’s The Passion of Jesus Christ)

“The keys of death were hung on the inside of Christ’s tomb. From the outside,
Christ could do many wonderful works, including raising a twelve-year-old girl
and two men from the dead – only to die again (Mark 5:41–42; Luke 7:14–15;
John 11:43–44). If any were to be raised from the dead, never to die again, Christ
would have to die for them, enter the tomb, take the keys, and unlock the door
of death from the inside.
“The resurrection of Jesus is God’s gift and proof that His death was completely
successful in blotting out the sins of His people and removing the wrath of God.
You can see this in the word ‘therefore.’ Christ was ‘obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted Him’ (Philippians 2:8–9).
From the cross the Son of God cried, ‘It is finished’ (John 19:30). And by means
of the resurrection, God the Father cries, ‘It was finished indeed!’ The great work
of paying for our sin and providing our righteousness and satisfying God’s justice
was finished in the death of Jesus.
“Then, in the grave, He had the right and the power to take keys of death and
open the door for all who come to Him by faith. If sin is paid for, and righteousness is provided, and justice is satisfied, nothing can keep Christ or His people
in the grave. That’s why Jesus shouts, ‘I died, and behold I am alive forevermore,
and I have the keys of Death and Hades’ (Revelation 1:18).
“The Bible rings with the truth that belonging to Jesus means we will be raised
from the dead with Him. ‘If we have been united with Him in a death like His,
we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His’ (Romans 6:5).
‘Since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God
will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep’ (1 Thessalonians 4:14). ‘God
raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His power’ (1 Corinthians 6:14).
“Here’s the connection between Christ’s death and our resurrection: ‘the sting
of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law’ (1 Corinthians 15:56). Which
means, we have all sinned, and the law sentences sinners to everlasting death.
But the text continues, ‘Thanks be to God, Who gives us the victory through
(continued on page 3)

Holy Week Services
Maundy Thursday, April 17

Maundy Thursday Service, 7:00 p.m.
with Holy Communion
and the Rev. Jones preaching

Good Friday, April 18

Noonday Service
with Dr. Oliver preaching
Evening Service, 7:00 p.m.
with Sarah Manthei Keister, guest soloist,
and the Rev. Mantle Nance, guest preacher

Resurrection Sunday, April 20

Morning Worship, 11:00 a.m.
with the Rev. Jones preaching
The Tenth Anniversary
Resurrection Festival Service, 6:00 p.m.
featuring Ralph Vaughan Williams’
“Five Mystical Songs” with Eric Kessler, baritone,
and music of Rutter, Shukh, and Hovhaness

Welcome!
Christ Church welcomes into
membership Dessa and John
Edwards, along with their children,
Noah, Lukas and Hayes.

Christian Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to
the following Christ Church families:
Sylvia and Justin Knauf on the death
of his sister, Virginia Lenhard, on
February 21 in Rochester, NY.
Janet & Michael Ladun on the death
of his mother, Ruth Ladun, February 22 in Augusta.

Walk–for–Life
The annual Augusta Care Pregancy
Center Walk–for–Life will be held
May 3. Don’t let it slip up on you
with our busy, busy month of April!
Anyone interested in walking as part
of a group from Christ Church is
encouraged to call Linda Jones at
706–447–2546.

College & Career Overnight Retreat
Brent Garrard
from In Focus
Church spoke
on Refocusing
on Purity. We
so appreciated
him giving us his
Friday evening.

Rain passed,
a courageous
crowd built a
fire, cooked and
really seemed to
relax and enjoy
each other as
well as the
speaker.

Inquirers’ Class

The Pastor’s Pen
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our Lord Jesus Christ’ (verse 57). In
other words, the demand of the law
is met by Jesus’ life and death. Therefore, sins are forgiven. Therefore, the
sting of sin is removed. Therefore,
those who believe in Christ will not
be sentenced to everlasting death, but
will ‘be raised imperishable...then
shall come to pass the saying that is
written: “Death is swallowed up in
victory”’ (1 Corinthians15:52, 54).
Be astonished, and come to Christ.
He invites you: ‘I am the resurrection
and the life. Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live’ (John
11:25).”

A new Inquirers’ Class will begin on April 23! This class, led by Pastor Jones,
will examine the identity of Christ Church, Presbyterian as an “Evangelical,
Reformed and Presbyterian” congregation, explore the many ministry opportunities available, and explain how to become actively engaged in the
body here at Christ Church. The class is for all who are interested in knowing more about Christ Church, Presbyterian and are prayerfully considering
membership. Supper in Covenant Hall will open each session and sessions
will continue on Wednesdays, from 6:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m., through May
14. Childcare will be available. Please register your attendance through the Welcome Page on our church website, www.christchurchpres.org.

Schedule Adjustments
Please note that there are a number of schedule adjustments due to both
Masters Week and Holy Week occurring in April. Note meeting times of
Bible studies, prayer meetings and other activities that you might regularly
attend. In addition to these changes, our monthly observation of the Lord’s
Supper will be held during the Maundy Thursday service, and there will be
no fellowship meal during the month of April.

Missionary Prayer
Please be in prayer for these missionaries throughout the month of April.
Nancy & Jay Matsinger, France
• Pray for ministry plans for their next term. Considerations include
extending their current term by one year prior to their planned Home
Ministry Assignment (HMA) as well as whether or not they should return
to the same area following HMA.
Pat
& Kurt Nelson, Albania, Kazakhstan, Spain, Cuba
Plot your course to be a part of this
year’s Vacation Bible School, FAITH • Kurt continues to have pain, weakness and numbness in his right arm
following a car accident last November. Please pray that the Lord would
EXPEDITION, June 16–20!
heal him.
There are many opportunities to • Pray that God would use them to be a blessing and an encouragement
to their Cuban partners as they work together to plan new churches and
serve in this adventure. Volunteer
that the Cuban church would provide loving and effective follow–up in
sign–up sheets may be found on the
these new churches with all the new believers.
Welcome Table.

Lake Property Calendar
Spring is here and warmer weather is heading our way! Make plans to enjoy the lake property to which Christ Church
members have access through our cooperative agreement with Central Christian Church. Call the church office to
reserve time you would like to be on the property any of the following weeks:
March 31–April 6		
May 5–11				
June 16–22			
July 21–27
August 25–31			
September 29–October 5		
November 3–9			
December 8–14
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April
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
1

10 a.m. Women’s Morning Bible Study
7 p.m. Joint Session &
Diaconate meeting

6

7

8

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

2
6:30 p.m. Youth Gathering
7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
8:30 p.m. Brass Ensemble
Rehearsal

SATURDAY

3

4

5

11

12

7 p.m. Adult Bible Study:
Genesis (Moncrief home)
7 p.m. Adult Bible Study:
1 Peter (W. Jones home)

9

10

16

17

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship
7:30 p.m. Youth Gathering

13

14

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship

20

15
10 a.m. Women’s Morning Bible Study

21

22

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Resurrection
Festival/Worship

27
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship
7:30 p.m. Youth Gathering

28

29
10 a.m. Women’s Morning Bible Study

6:30 p.m. Youth Gathering 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday
Service
Resurrection Festival
Choir Rehearsal, time
TBA
8:30 p.m. Brass Ensemble
Rehearsal

23

24

6:30 p.m. Inquirers’ Class
6:30 p.m. Youth Gathering
7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
8:30 p.m. Brass Ensemble
Rehearsal

6:30 p.m. Young Families/
Young Couples Bible
Study (Parish home)
6:45 p.m. Women’s Evening Bible Study (Folley
home)

30
6:30 p.m. Inquirers’ Class
6:30 p.m. Youth Gathering
7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
8:30 p.m. Brass Ensemble
Rehearsal

18
12 p.m. Good Friday
Noonday Service
7 p.m. Good Friday Evening Service

25
7 a.m. Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

19
Resurrection Festival
Choir Rehearsal, time
TBA

26

