Sunday December 2, 2018

The Coming Week’s Schedule
Sunday 8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Rite I Eucharist
Shakespeare and
Christianity (L)*
10:00 a.m. Rite II Eucharist
10:00 a.m. First Steps Nursery
Monday
Parish Offices Closed
Wednesdays
9:00 a.m.
Women’s Spirituality Group (L)*
1:00 p.m.
Staff Meeting
7:30 p.m.
Choir Practice (S)*
Thursdays
9:30 a.m.
Men’s Group
Locations:

(S) Sanctuary, (L) Library, (C1) Classroom 1,
(C2) Classroom 2

Thanks to Today’s Ministers !
Flowers: Penny McCulloch
8 am Holy Eucharist
Celebrant/Preacher Beth Phillips
Music Director
Lauren Wittine
Altar Guild
Carol Wentworth
Usher
Norma Cance
Lector (Lesson)
Jim Raitt
Lector (Epistle)
Mary Paine
Intercessor
Lori Palazzolo
LEM
Betsy Alexander
10 am Holy Eucharist
Celebrant/Preacher Beth Phillips
Music Director
Lauren Wittine
Altar Guild
Marty Coddington
Greeter
NEED VOLUNTEER
Usher
NEED VOLUNTEER
Usher
Andy Pflaum
Acolyte
Louise Delafield
Lector (Lesson)
Sandy Miller
Lector (Epistle)
Kiran Kamboj
Intercessor
Vinie Miller
LEM
Angela Hey
Coffee Hour Host
Sarah Halsey
LEM
Louise Delafield
Coffee Hour Host Kathy Kennedy

Celebrations this Week

Birthdays
Michael Styer, Bonnie Small, Steve Millard, Mary
Paine, Anneke Power, Elaine Raitt,
Callum McCulloch
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen
them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their heart may your peace
which passes understanding abide all the days of their life; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Advent Begins!
So many people make so many things happen around Christ
Church to enhance our worship and work together. However, it is
often done quietly and behind the scenes. Last year, Kaethe and
Stu Langs made the beautiful blue banners to go along with the
beautiful blue vestments for Advent. This year Kaethe made a
custom size tablecloth for the table in the library. Ever wonder
how all those banners then get hung up across the church? Bob
Wrucke comes in during the week and makes it all happen! Thank
you both!

In Our Prayers
With special concern: Parishioners: Friends and Family: Pat Boddington, Ron Larson, George Engs, Priscilla Bates, Libby Lucas,
Dede Jamison, Bernard Spilsbury (Penny McCulloch’s father),
Chuck Gordon.
(Names are added for those who are in particular need at this time. They will be
removed from the list after 4 weeks unless we are notified to keep them on list).

Recently Deceased: Douglas, Richard Moncreiff , Joe Graham,
Carolyn Sprankle, Tim Crew, Anne Birgbauer, Bob Falconer, Carol
Reom (Michel Hardbarger’s mother).
On the anniversaries of their deaths: Virginia Michos, William
Henderson, Charles Elmer McLaughlin
For emergencies, please call Mother Beth at (970) 948-7962.

Next Week’s Ministers !
December 9, 2018

Flowers: Ellie Gardner
8 am Holy Eucharist
Celebrant/Preacher Beth Phillips
Music Director
Lauren Wittine
Altar Guild
Betsy Alexander
Usher
Jim Raitt
Acolyte
Julianna Palazzolo
Lector (Lesson)
NEED VOLUNTEER
Lector (Epistle)
JJ Palazzolo
Intercessor
Mary Hufty
LEM
Betsy Alexander
10 am Holy Eucharist
Celebrant/Preacher Beth Phillips
Music Director
Lauren Wittine
Altar Guild
Marty Coddington
Greeter
Jack Lucas
Greeter
Anne Dauer
Usher
Paul Lovoi
Usher
Lenore Lovoi
Acolyte
Louise Delafield
Lector (Lesson)
Angela Hey
Lector (Epistle)
Anne Bertenthal
Intercessor
Lenore Lovoi
LEM
Annemarie Redmond
Coffee Hour Host
NEED VOLUNTEER

Mission Outreach
Christmas Donations Needed
Maple Street Shelter in Redwood City houses 110 homeless adults,
twice the number as last year. For the holidays we are seeking
donations of adult sized socks, hats, scarves and gloves. We continue
to seek hotel-sized toiletries and adult sized shower shoes. Bins are in
the narthex.
Home & Hope* is one of 2 shelters housing homeless families in San
Mateo County. For Christmas we are collecting cash or checks which
we will turn into Target gift cards so the parents can choose Christmas
gifts and clothing for their children.
Episcopal Charities are seeking gift cards (Target, Walmart, Safeway)
for survivors of the Camp Fire. Bring them to the church and we will
deliver them or mail them to The Episcopal Diocese of Northern
California/350 University Ave, Suite 280/Sacramento, CA. 95825

Help Feed Homeless Families
During the week of December 9-15 Home & Hope's ecumenical
partners will be unable to house 4 homeless families who will instead
be housed in a local motel. During that week our Christ Church
families will provide groceries for the homeless families. A week
ahead a grocery list will be published on Sign-Up Genius and you can
choose which items you want to volunteer to provide. Then just buy
them and bring them to church on Sunday December 9th between
8:45 and 10:30AM. They will be delivered that afternoon. If you have
not already participated in this program, and want to, contact Kathy
Kennedy at 650-291-9678 or kennedyiti@aol.com and she will add
you to the Sign-Up Genius list

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
CASTING CALL and REHEARSALS BEGIN
THIS SUNDAY!
Every one is welcome to be in our Christmas pageant. We have
something for everyone regardless of age. If you would like a
speaking part—then we
are casting for the
speaking roles this Sunday during the service
at 10a.m. Ability to read the script is helpful if you would like a speaking part. If you prefer to participate in a nonspeaking role—coming to
rehearsals is encouraged and extremely helpful. We also have last minute parts available if you cannot make the rehearsals but want to
participate on Christmas Eve.

A Note From Your Rector
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
This week I had fully intended to write about Advent and its origin and meaning, However, I could not get out of
my head two compelling photos that dominated the news this past week. The first one was of John Allen Chau,
a missionary from the U.S., who was killed by a remote and protected people on North Sentinel Island, part of
India. The second was of migrants running from tear gas at the U.S.-Mexico border. Both made me incredibly
sad.
Many people laud this John Allen Chau as a hero and a martyr. I
believe this young missionary’s intentions were true and motivated
by his understanding of sharing the “good news” with people who
have never heard of Christianity. However, we do not need to look
that far into our past to see how much damage we have done in the
name of Jesus. Historically, missionaries and colonizers often
worked hand in hand, leading to genocide, colonization and
assimilation and sometimes ended in the total annihilation of a
people either literally or culturally. However, missionary work that doesn't respect the culture of the people with
whom we are trying share the good news with is not spreading the Gospel; it's imperialism/colonialism/racism/
cultural chauvinism.
In this instance, the Indian government protects the North Sentinel Islanders and makes it illegal to have
contact with them in order to protect their culture and because they are unlikely to have any immunity from
diseases that outsiders might be carrying (not unlike many indigenous people of the Americas who were wiped
out by Europeans carrying small pox.) In other words, if a Westerner showed up (for any reason) on their island,
a virus which might not even make that person sick could infect and kill all of the people there. Thus, John Chau
could have inadvertently killed them. We need to be aware and sensitive when we share the gospel. Culture and
traditions are woven in the fabric of each one of us. In the words of a colleague, “Good mission work allows
people the ability to construct their own relationship with the Divine through their own culture and allows them
the respect to express their Christianity in their own cultural idiom.” St. Paul understood this. That is what he
did. He was an advocate that Gentile converts to Christianity did not have to keep kosher or be circumcised
because that was not part of their culture.
Now reasonable people can and will differ about whether Chau’s entering the North Sentinel’s land should have
resulted in his death even though it was commonly known that was the likely consequence for entering illegally.
Some called them savages, others simply less evolved. This brings me to the second image from the news this
week – and that was of a mother running with her two barefoot children from teargas aimed at them on our
border with Mexico. While we did not go as far as the North
Sentinel people and kill them like the North Sentinel poeple, we
did hurt and terrorize them, and I have to ask why? Not out of
fear that they are bringing a disease and may wipe out our very
existence? Perhaps out of fear they might take our jobs? Are we
that different from the North Sentinels? What does God think of
how we have made borders, divided and carved up this earth that
God so wonderfully created? During our staff meeting someone
asked what the answer to these problems are. I do not know. I do
not have the answers. What I do know is that God envisions
something better and looks to us to be the hands and feet of
Christ to make it here on earth as it is in heaven. Let is be so.
Blessings, Beth

Notes from the Senior Warden Lenore Lovoi
November 2018
The vestry meets every month to carry
out the management of our church.
This update provides a window into
what is currently happening on your
vestry.
Parking lot use-on occasion, we rent
out our parking lot for big events in
the area. Recently, local businesses have approached
us about using our parking lot to give them the
allotted spots the city requires. We are going to look
into developing a contract with these businesses that
stipulates number of spaces, days, and hours desired
and make sure this aligns with our needs.
Roof-the vestry approved the expenditure of up to
$8,000.00 for roof repairs.

Sign Up NOW!
December 9
This is a really fun, quirky event that we do at Christ
Church. It is something that you can invite your friends
and neighbors to that is not actually “church” but gives
them an opportunity to meet some of the great people
here and connect into a loving community. Enjoy good
food, good company, good wine and cheer! Register
today with Nicole at admin@ccpvw.org or 650-8510224 or on our website there is a link! Cost is $75/
person (Santa has donated a few tickets if you need
them - ask Beth. )

Acknowledgment of pledges and bequests- we
talked about the process of thanking people for
pledges and how many times per year the church
should send out statements. Acknowledging gifts—
like bequests left to the church in wills— other than
pledges was also discussed. Work on new procedures
and prompt acknowledgments is underway.
Mutual Ministry Review ( MMR)- The goals settled
upon for the coming year include:
An updated website
An infrastructure for church events
A retreat for staff development
A finance committee up and running
Explore what is means to be:
-A Christian
-An Episcopalian

Scripture of the Week
“As for me, I would seek God,
and to God I would commit my cause.
He does great things and unsearchable,
marvelous things without number.
He gives rain on the earth
and sends waters on the fields;

Looking Ahead
Dec 9
Christmas Banquet
Dec 16
Gingerbread Houses and Dinner
Dec 20
The Longest Night Service
Dec 24
3 p.m. Christmas Pageant
5:30 p.m. Candlelight Service
Dec 25
10 a.m. Christmas Day
_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

—Job 5:8-10 (NRSV)
Christ Church, 815 Portola Road, Portola Valley, California 94028
 (650) 851-0224  ccpvw.org
facebook.com/ccpvw

