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Orientation Guide

Your advisor is someone at
school who will help your with your
work and any problems you face.
You will meet with your advisory
group a few times each week and
they will be your support group.

At Charlotte Lab School, instead of
working to earn grades, you will
get to earn badges, which will be
a symbol of how hard you are
working to get better and do
better in all areas of school.

At Charlotte Lab School, you will
collaborate, or work together,
with your classmates all the time!
You will become very good at
working together and solving
problems together.

For nine weeks each year, you will
participate in a drama class with
Children’s Theater of Charlotte.
You will get to go see a play or
musical, practice techniques of
actors, and learn all about life
behind the scenes of a theater!

Your school year is divided into
four parts or quarters. Each
quarter, you will participate in a
different enrichment class: Art,
Music, Drama/Theater, and Maker
Lab, where you will get to design,
create, and build!

You will spend part of every day
learning a foreign language.
We want you to be able to speak
another language and to learn
more about places and cultures that
are different from your own.

On all of our laptops and tablets,
we will be using Google
programs, including documents,
presentations, charts, and a special
Google classroom site where your
class materials will be.

At Charlotte Lab School, instead of
talking about rules, we will often
talk about habits, because we
want you to learn how to make
decisions that will help you be the
best thinker, creator and person
that you can be.

One new word that you will hear a
lot is iterate. This means to make
mistakes and learn from them! We
want you to think about what
you’re doing, to revise and redo
your work, and to learn just as
much from what you find really
hard as you do from what comes
easily.
We want your school work to be
fun, interesting, and just a little bit
challenging. We will talk a lot
about working at your just-rightlevel, which means that the work
makes you have to and want to try
hard but doesn’t make you
frustrated!
One of our main rules at Charlotte
Lab School is to be KIND! This
means to be nice and to treat all
people and all things well. At Lab,
we are kind to others in our
community, kind to our things and
environment, and show kindness to
others in our world.
Outside of your classrooms will be
a Learning Commons, where
you might work with a group on a
project, where you can read, and
where you might get extra help
from a classmate, a teacher or a
parent volunteer. This is also where
you will eat your lunch.

One of the enrichment classes you
will have each year is Maker
Lab. During the Maker Lab class,
you will get to design and
make…inventions, art, tools that
solve problems, items to sell at our
school store, clothing…anything you
can dream up!
As a new school, Charlotte Lab
School will need you – its first
students! – to help us learn. You
will need to be leaders in our
community and help us set
traditions and expectations for all
future Charlotte Lab School
students!

We will often ask you to think
“outside-the-box”; this means
that we want you to think
creatively, to ask “why” and “what
if” when you’re learning something
new, and to surprise us with
different ways to solve problems.

We will do our best to make sure
that your learning at Charlotte Lab
School is personalized, which
means that it will be just the right
level and topics that YOU need to
work on!

Four times each year, you will work
on a big project called a Quest.
You will learn about a science
topic, alongside experts, go on
field trips, and complete an
important project that you will
present to people in the real world.
At Charlotte Lab School, you will
be asked to reflect…a LOT!
Reflecting means to think about
what you think, feel, know, and do.
You will reflect in your classes and
in your Advisory.
Conference Nights are no longer
just for teachers and parents! Each
nine weeks, you will have the
opportunity to think about how
you’re doing in school and present
your thoughts and plans at a

student-led conference.
You, your advisor and your
teachers will be tracking your
mastery of what you know and
can do so that we all know what
you need to be working on.

We want you to be dressed ready
to work and play hard every day,
so we will wear a uniform. You
can wear any solid color collared
shirt with navy or khaki bottoms.

As a member of the Charlotte Lab
School founding classes, we expect
you to be a visionary, which
means that we need your help to
make our school a place where all
kids have fun learning.
We will often talk about
developing Ways of Thinking,
which we hope will help you to be
successful - whenever you need to
learn something new – for the rest
of your life!
Because we are located in Uptown,
we will have many opportunities to
eXplore places like the McColl
Center, Discovery Place, Imaginon,
and museums. The City of
Charlotte is like our big classroom!

Yoga is one of the physical
education classes you can choose to
take. You will get to choose a new
class every nine weeks. Some of
the other classes include: sports,
fitness, and karate.

ZZZZZZ…No, we won’t be
sleeping at Charlotte Lab School,
but we will take daily “Brain
Breaks” so that our minds have time
to rest and get ready to learn even
more!

